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NN any Parliament 'A em- 
bled in a more Critical Tun- 
ure, or had Maiters of 
greater Importance before them, than 
that which met at Weſtminſter, 
October 21. 1680. And never any 
Houſe' bf Commons was ' filled with 
Members of better Quality, Nobler 
Parts, more Political Wiſdom, greater 
Integrity, and truer Zeal for the Safe- 
ty and Happineſs of His Majeſty s 
Perſon and Dignity, the Preſervation 
of the Proteflant Religion, and the 
Security of the Civil Rights and Lis 
berties of the People, than that was. 

A 2 And 


To the Reader. 
afAnd-whereas the -Dangers-which they 
- apprehended the Nation to labour un- 
der, put them upon the preparing di- 
vers Bills,; and: the. paſſing ſeveral 
Votes, which have unhappily given 
ſopre; diſgaft ; argvill appear 3n theſe 
follawing Sheets} upon what "weighty 
Inducements and convincing Reaſons, 
and. after what free and mature De- 
be thoſe Bilts Lame to be brought in 
rromoted, and under the influence 

pr what Arguments and Motives theſe 
Votes, aud Reſolves came to be made, 
_ Theſe Papers, though exceeding worthy 
of. the. view. of the. Nation, a ne- 
vertheleſs remained. confined to. the 
Privacy unto- which --they were ori- 
ginally. deſigned, had not tbe publilh- 
ing ſome imperfett Notes of $a De- 
bates of a latter. Parliament, relating 
to the ſame Matters, rendred i it indi- 
ſpenſubly neceſſary that the Kingdom 
ſhould be. better enlightned, and more 


ful 
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Tothe Reader. 
fully inſtructed concerning them. And 
as..nothing can ſo vindicate or juſtifie 


the. Proceedings of a Parliament, as a 


true-and perfet Relation of their own 
Debates,wherein the ſagacious Wiſdom, 
the unbiaſſed Integrity, and an univer- 
ſal Proſped of the whole Intereſt (both 
Domeſtick azd Foreign) of the King- 
dom, will appear to have guided and 
condutted all their Conſultations, ſo 
re.noways doubt, but that the'Speeches 
here truly and fully ſubjoined,'as they 
were Pro re nata- ſpoken, will at once 
refifie the Opinions of ſome Men con- 
terning the late Afings both of that 
aud two other Houſes of Commons, 
and. fill the World with an eſteem and 
admiration of 'an Engliſh + Senate, 
where private Gentlemen, of which the 
Lower Houſe of Parliament is conſlitu- 
ted,can,concerning the greateſt Affairs, 
and moſt abſtruſe parts of Folicy, ſpeak 
at ſuch' a rate extemporc. 

What 


To'the Reader. 
. What the” thoughts of our Anceſtors 
have been, concerning'the Power of a 
Parliament t0 determin the Succeſſion 
to the Imperial Crown of this Reaim, 
may be ſeen not only in the Prattice 
of more ancient Times, bat in the Opi- 
rions of the greateſt 'and wiſeſt Men 
of the two laſt Ages: Filher Biſhop 'of 
Rocheſter, and Si Thomas Moore, 
two Perſons not onely addicted #0 the 
Popiſh' Relipion, but. greatly devoted 
70 the "Intereſts of Catherine, and con- 
uently of ber Daughter Mary,' yet 
» th of hay time KA they refed to 
take the Oath of Supremacy, by which 
King Henry VII. was declared Head 
of the Church, were willing to ſwear 
another Oath for the Sagceſſuon of the 
Chown'to the Iſſue of the King by Anne 
FC HI Bolcine, becauſe that 
the Reformat. Was 40 the Power. of 
par.-1, 1,2. p. che Parliament to de- 
nf termine "It. And the 
_ Fail 
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To'the Reader. 


Earl of Leiceiter, in a Letter to the. 
farl of Suflex, where diſcourſing whe- 
ther Mary Queen of Seots ſhould "be 
kept confined here, or ſet at Liberty, 
and returned into Scatland, upon ſuch 
Proviſions and Terms as might ſecure 
Queen Eltabeth again{# any future 
danger from her, adds this to the other 
Aſſurances which he thought conveni- 
ent to be demanded of Mary, I hat the 
Queen of England ſhould by Act of 
Parliament make it a Forfeiture in 
the Queen of Scots, ſhould ſhe any 
way, direAly or indireAly, go about to 
infringe the Agreement, os 
o Al fuch Titles and the RefGoliet 
Claims that did re- of Records, par. 
main in the Queen of © ® __ 
Scotland after Her Majeſty and Her 
Iflue, never to be capable of any 
Authority or Soveraignty within 
this Realm, Nay, the very Privy 
Counci), among other things which 
they 


To theReader. 

they propojed to Mary, as 'the Condi- 
pe. tions upon © which their 
Lifcol May Princeſs Queen Elizabeth 
Qu. of Scots, might grant her her Li- 
WY berty, this was one, That 
as ſhe ſhould claim no Right unto 
her ſelf in the Kingdom of England, 
during the Life of the Queen, ſo ſhe 
ſhould afterwards fubnmuc her Right 
of Succefſion unto the Eſtates of 


England. 
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Houſe of COMMONS 
Aſſembled at Weſtminſter, 1680, 
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The 26th of 0fober. 


Mr. Speaker, | 


Ld. R. I R, feeing by Goa”s Providence, and 
3 . His Majeſties Favour, we are here 
/ aſſembled, to conſult and adviſe a- 

| "bot the great Afﬀairs of the King- 
dom, I humbly conceive it will become us to be- 
gin firſt with thatwhich is of moſt conſequence 
t our King and Comntry, and to take into conſi- 
deration how. to ſave the main, before we ſpend 
any time about -particalars; Sir, 1 am of opini- 
on- that. the Zife of our King, the Safety of ogr 
Comntry and Proteſtant Retigion,' are in great 
B danger 
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danger from Popery, and that either this Parlia- | 


ment muſt ſuppreſs the Power and Growth of Po. 
pery, or elſe that Popery will ſoon deſrroy not only 
Paftiagients; but all that is near and dear to us. 
And therefore I hnably move, Lhat we may 
reſolve to take into our Conſideration in the 
firſt place, How to ſuppreſs Popery, and prevent a 
Popiſh Succeſſor; without which all our endea- 
vours-about - other. matters will not ſignifie any 
thing, and therefore this juitly challengeth the 
precedency. 
' Mr. Speakers | 

Sir H.C.Sir,l ſtand up to ſecond thatMotion,and 
ta give ſome Reaſons, wich your permiſſion, why 
I agree in it, not doubting but -other perſons 
will be of the ſame Opinion, if they have the 
ſame ſentiments what fluence the Popiſh Party 
have had in the mauzagenmcnt of moſt of our At- 


fairs both at home and abroad for many years'laſt 


Alt : And how that Party hath mrcreafed and 


en incourazed,-Sir, I retnember that after his 
Majeſties happy Reſtoration, it was thought 
convenient that an A# of UVniformity ſhould paſs 
as the beſt Law that could be inveated to ſecure 
the Church from the danger of Popery and Fana- 
ticiſm, and accordingly it did paſs in the year 
1662, but in the.year 1663 ſome that then ma- 
naged the great Afairs of State, or at leaſt had 
great intereſt with his Majeſty, were of another 
opinian : For they had prevailed with hin to 
grant a Toleration and 1idulgence, and to make 
a Declaration to that Favs he Parliament 
allembling ſoon after, thought it very ſtrange, 
that in one year an A# of Uniformry ſhould be 
the beſt way to.preferve the Church, and HOT 
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' in the next year a Toleration and Indulgence ; 


therefore after a ſerious debate about it, in Fe- 
bruary 16 03, they made an Addrefs to his Maje- 
ſy, hambly reprefenting how it wonld reffe&t 
upon the Wiſdom of that Parliament, to' have 
ſuch an alteration made ſo ſoon, arid that ſack 
Proteedings for ought they could foreſee wonld 
erid in Popery. Upon which his Majeſty, out of 
his great goodneſs, ſtopt the iſſuing out of the 
ſaid Toleration, hearkning rather to the advice of 
his Parliament than to any private Comſellonys. 
Sir, I cannot inform you who it was that Gave' 
thar Advice to his Majeſty; nor certainly affirm 
they were Popiſhly aftected, but if F may take 
the liberty to judge of a tree by its Fruir, I have 
ſome reaton tothink {6 ; beeaufe I find by Cole- 
mats Letters, and other Diſcovertes, that a To- 
leration and' Indalgence ſhould be one of the great 
Engines they intended to uſe for the eſtabh:ſhing 
of Popery in this Nattoo.- But the: projet thns 
failing at this rime, they were' forced td' wait 
with patience nntil they could have another” 
opportunity ; employing in the -mean time their 
diabolical Connſcls in weakning the Proteſtant 
Intereſt (in order to'a general deſtruction of 
it) by mgaging usin a War with Holland: Int 
which the French afted rhe ſame part in the be- 

half of the Dutch, as they did afrerwards in our 

behalf againſt them, 1672, very fairly looking: 
on both times, while we poor Proteſtants with 

great fury deſtroyed one the'other. Bur this was 

not. fo ſtrange nor ſo plain as the 4:vidiny of our 

Fleet under the Command of Prince: Rupert" and' 
General font, and' the deſign: of deftiÞyibg 

them as well as their Ships, and the reſF & 

B 2 Navy 
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Navy. Royal at Chattam, And as they thus aCct- 
ed'their part at Sea, ſo they did not forget to 
do their beſt aſhoar; in April 1666 ſome per- 
ſons that were then hanged, fairly confeſt they 
had been treated-with, and had treated with 0- 
thers, to burn the City of London in September 
following, of which Confeſſion we then took as 
little, notice as we: haye of other. Diſcoveries 
againſt Papiſts ſince z however accordingly in 
September, thirteen thouſand Houſes of the City 
of London were burnt. And thoſe that._were ta- 
kenin carrying on that Work, generouſly di/cbar- 


ged without any Tryal; and one Papilt that. 


confeſt, that himſelf and others did ſet the City 


on fire, was in great haſte hanged, and ſo the. 


buſineſs was huſbt up, 'as compleatly as the late 
great Plot is ike to be now, branding Hubert, 
thas then made that confeſſion, with Madneſs ; as 
now theſe laſt Witneſſes with Perjury, Sodomy, 
and , what not. Howeyer theſe buſinelles were 
not. {ſo carried, but his Majeſty diſcerned ſoine 
of the Intrigues of them, which made him al- 
ter his Councils, and contrary to . the Endea- 
vours of that Party enter into new Alliances, 
by making up that excellent League, uſually call- 
ed the Tripple League. Which put a ſtop to 
theſe mens Deſignsas to Afﬀairs abroad, but not 
to.their Deſigns here at home. For having ob-- 
tained the Oxford Att, and. ſome others againſt 
the Diſſenters, great endeavours were uſed to 
have them executed ſeverely, in expectation that 
the. Dzſſenters would ſo be made weary of li- 
ving gwetly under them, and in the end be glad 
of a Toleration; but the D:ſenters deceived them, 


and fibmitted to the -Laws, infomuch that in 
| 5 1670 
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1670 to 1671 there was hardly a Conventicle 
to be heard of in England. And might- never 
have been more; if that Party had not been'a» 
fraid of a great diſappointment thereby, where- 
fore to revive our Diviſtons, and to bring” in 
(as they hoped) their own Retjozor, they ins 
mage all their force again to get a 7oleratioh, 
ſay they did it, becauſe it cannot be imagin'd 
it could be from any Proteſtant lntereſt, both 
Church-men and Dillenters Publickly declaring 
their deteſtation of-it. And in 1672 it was 
obtained; Printed, and Publiſhed. After we 
had, in order to the carrying it on, #rcke that 
never to be forgotten Tripple League, ſacrificed 
our Honoxr to the French, not only by making 
a ſtrong Alliance with them, but by ſeiz:ng the 
Dutch Smyrna Fleet, and then afterwards pros 
claiming War with them. Which War was 
continued in order to ruine us both; for the 
French proved but lcokers on at” Sea (as they had 
done when ingaged with the Datch in 1665) 
though great Conquerors at Land, eſpecially of 
the Proteſtants in Germany and Holland. And as 
this Toleration was accompanied with theſe great 
alterations in Afﬀairs abroad, ' ſo it was backt; 
1. With a great Miniſter of State at the Helm at 
home, who was ſo confident of the re-fixing Po- 
ry here, that he could not forbear to declare 
himſelf to be of that Religion, I mean my Lord 
Treaſurer Cl:fford;, as alſo, 2. With a "great 
Army at Black; Heath ready upon all Occaſions; 
and, 3. With the greateſt violation on the Pro- 
perty of the Subje(t, that ever hapned in this 
Nation, the ſeizing of One Million and half,or 
thereabour, in the Exchequer. All which indeed 
B 3 made 
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made- our condition deſperate, and as many 
thought paſt retrieve. Byt, Mr. Speaker, here 
again the Goodneſs and Wiſdom of his Majeſty 
ſaved us, refuſing to follow ſuch pernicious 
Counſels ; upon which CL#ford not only loſt his 

lace, but his life too, breaking his heart (as is 
by moſt believed) to ſce himſelf  diſappoint- 
ed in this great Deſign. And. here as we can 
never too much deteſt my Lord Clifford, and ſuch 
others, who contrived our ruine, 10 we can ne» 
ver ſufficiently admire his Majeſties Royal Care 
io working out our ſecurity, by refuſing to fol- 
low any Advice that - tended to thoſe ends. And 
therefore to the great diſappointment of that 
Party, at the Requeſt of the Hquſe of Com- 
mons at their next Meeting, He recalled the 
ſaid Toleration, disbanded che Army, 21d in con- 
xepient time mage a Peace with.. Hulland. But 
though this Party were thus defeated of their 
Deſign, yet not*lo diicouraged as to give it 
over, They changed their Meaſures, but not 
their Principles, and although they deſiſted 
from further aiming at a 7 oeration, yet they no 
ways neglefted purſuin? a Reformation, but in 
order thereto proſecuted a Correſpondence 
formerly begun for that purpoſe with the 
French King, and by promiſing him conſide- 
rable Supplies to carry on the War he was then 
engaged in, ſecured themſelyes as they thought 
of bis aſliſtance for ſetling of Popery here. 
Accordingly it is not unknown, what a Party of 
Men, and what quantity of Amunition and 0- 
ther Neceſlaries for War, were ſent to the 
- -Brench King, during the War he was then en- 
;Zaged in, and then it was done contrary 0 the 
aavice 
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advice of the_ Parkament, and. the Solicitations 
of moſt of the. Princes of Europe, and true 1#- 
tereſt of England, to the aſtoniſhaent of all'p6 

men ; eſpecially becauſe it was contrary rb his 
Majefties own Preclamation, and when the Prentb 
had declared they made that War for Religion, 
endeavauring to. force the Dutch to allow of Py- 
piſh Churches. However ſuch was the ftrengrh 
of this Party, that this Aſſiſtance was continn- 
ed until the French Xing was willing to ſhake 
a Peace, and then who more inſtrumental than 
our Miniſters to effect it. Sgveral Embaſſadoys, 
and Plenpotentiaries too, being ſent as well to 
the Court of Spain, as Germany and Holland for 


that purpoſe. And at laſt, the Durch being 


weary, and conſumed with the War, they were 
perſwaded to be willing of a Peace, and accor- 
dingly the 19th. of Fanuary 1677, entered into 
a Treaty with us for a general peace to be ac- 
compliihed by ſuch waysand means as are there- 
in preſcribed. Which Zeague was ext private 
for ſome time, and inſtsad of any Diſcovery 
thereof, about the. end of February followm| 

(the Patliament being then ſoon after to AFE- 
ſemble) a great noiſe was made of enrring into 
a war with France, it being concluded that 
nothing like that would incline the Par- 
ltamens to give money, nor the People freely 
to part with _it, becauſe it was the only way 
to extinguiſh thofe fears they lay under, by rea- 
ſon of the growing greatneſs of Frarce. At the 
meeting af the Parliament, the ProjeCt was ſet 
on foot with all the art and induſtry imagt- 
nable, and ſo far were the major part of the 


Members perſwaded of the reality thereof, 
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that_they were inclinable to give a great ſum 
of money for the carrying. on of the War; but 
while they were in Conſultation. about it, the 
League formerly metition®d, agreed at the Hagne, 
was unluckily made (in ſome meaſure) publick,. 
and occaſion'd a great jealouſie of the reality 
of the pretended War. And the greater, be- 
catfſe upon an inquiry, they could 'not find there 
wers. any Alliances made to that purpoſe. And 
yet notwithſtanding this, and the great endea- 
vours of ſome 'wotthy Members of that Par- 
liament (now of this,) an Army of thirty 
thouſand men was raiſed, and a Tax of above 
1200000 pound was given. And then, inſtead 
of a War., a general Peace according to that Trea- 
ty agreed with Holland, was preſently made. By 
which thatParty thought they had ſecured not on- 
ly the power of France, but the men and money 
here raiſed at home, to be made ſerviceable 
for their ends; there wanting nothing but a 
Popiſh King to perfeCt all theſe Deſigns. For 
which we have great reaſon to believe they 
had made all neceſlary preparation, as well by 
imploying men and money to find out wicked 
Inſtruments to take away the King*s Life, as 
by providing one Claypool to be a Sacrifice, to 
make an 4ttonement for the Act, and to caſt the 
wickedneſs thereof on the Phanaticks. To which 
purpoſe the ſaid. Claypoo! was really impriſon*d 
ſome. time before in the Tower, upon the Evi- 
dence of two Witneſſes, that he ſhould ſay, that 
he and two hundred more had ingaged to kill 


the King the next time he went to New- Market. 


For which in all probability he had as really 
. been hanged, it the breaking out- of the Plot 
| had 


—_ R.caq Am — 


——_—_ Pe 
ABS Be” EINE 


— ww .c<wu" IRE 


—_— — 


(9) 
had not prevented their deſigns. Then was 
Claypool! the next Term after publickly cleared 
at the King's Bench-Bar, the Witneſſes appear- 
ing no more againſt him. Thus were we &- 
gain reduced 'to a miſerable condition, but it 
pleaſed God by the Diſcovery of the Plot by 
Dr. Oates once more to ſave us; whoſe Evi- 
dence (he being but one Witneſs) they thonght 
at firſt to have ozr-braved,but ſome of them bein 
ſo infatuateg as to k:ll Fuftice Gofrey, and Cole- 
man fo unfortunate as to leave ſome of his sm- 
portant Papers in his Houſe, notwithſtanding 
the time he had to convey them away,it wrought 
ſo great a fermentation in the People, as tlat 
there was no remedy, but that the further pur- 
ſuit of the Plot muſt be again laid aſide, and a 
fair face put upon things. And ſo accordingly 
there was for a few Months, but how after 
Wakemar?s Iryal things turn'd again, what en- 
deavyours have been ſince ufed to ridicule the Plor, 
to diſparage the 'old Witneſſes, to diſcourage new 
ones, to ſct up Presbyterian Plots, and to increaſe 
our D:viſions, I ſuppoſe, mult be freſh in every 
Man's memory here, and therefore ſhall not of- 
fer to trouble you therewith. | 

But, Sir, I cannet conclude without begging 
your patience, while I obſerve how things have 
been carried on in Scotland and Ireland; anſwera- 
ble to what was done here. 

[n Ireland the Papiſts are at leaſt fre to one in 
number for the Proreftants, and may probably 
derive from their Cradle an inclination to maſ- 
ſfacre them again; at leaſt the Proteſtants have no 
Security, but by having the Milttia Arms, and 
the command of Towns and Forts in their hands. 


But 
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But about. the ſame time or a little before that 
| the Tolleration came out here in 1672, an Or- 
arr went from hence, which afcer a long Pre- 
amble of the Loyalty and affection of the Pa- 
piſts to his Majeſty, required the Lord Liewte- 
nazt and Council to d:/pence with the Papiſts wear- 
ing of Arms, and living in Corporations,and a great 
many other things in their favour ; of which 
they have made ſuch uſe, as that the Plot there 
was In as good readineſs as that here; but how 
carried on, and howendeavours were there al- 
ſo uſed to ſtifle it, will appear, when- your lei- 
fare may permit. you to examine thoſe Witneſ- 
ſes- 

" In Scotland, the Government is quite alter'd, 
the «ſe of Parhaments in a manner abolifhed, and 
the Power of that Government lodged in a Com- 
miſſioner and Comncil, a ſtanding Army of Twen- 
ty two thouſaud men fetled, all endeavours uſed 
to divide the Proteſtant Intereſt, and to zmmconrage 
the Papiſts. By which we may: conclude, that the 
fame intereſt hath had a great hand in the ma- 
nagement. of affairs there alſo. 

© And, Sir, may we not as well believe, that 
the- World was at firſt made of Aroms, or by 
chance, without the help of an Omnipotent 
hand, as that theſe affairs in this our little World 
have been thus carried on, ſo many years toge- 
ther, ſo contrary to our true ingerelt, without 
ſome great Original Cauſe, by which the Popiſh 
intereſt hath ſo far got the aſcendant of the Pro- 
teſtant intereſt, that notwithſtanding all his 
Majeſties endeavours, things have been ſtrange- 
1y over-ruled in favour of that Party ; how and 


which way, his Majeſties Declaration made 
| in 
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in April 1679, 1s to me a great Manitfeſtation; 
Sir, I hope the weight of the Matter I haye 
diſcourſt on, will plead my pardon with the 
Houſe for baying troubled you ſo long, I ſubmit 
what I have ſaid io your judgment, humbly defi. 
ring a favourable conſtruction ; and although 1 
have. ſaid ſome things that axe very ſtrange, and 
other things grounded only on ConjeCtures, yet 
L believe that no -man will bays juſt reaſon to 
doubt the probability of the truth, if they will 
but conſider, what a potent Friend the Papilts 
bave had of James Duke of York; and how 7m- 
boldened by the hopes of having him for King, And 
as it is not ta be doubted but that they have had 
k;s Aſliſtance, ſo they hays had the French Am- 
baſſadors too, who by his frequency at the Pa- 
lace, hath ſeemed rather one of the Family gnd 
King's Houſebold, than « Foreign Ambaſſador, 
and by his egreſs and regreſs to and from 
his Majeſty, rather a prime Miniſter of State of 
this Kingaom than a Conncellor to another Prince, 
And the truth of all hath been ſo conirn'd by 
Coleman's Letters, making the Duke's intereſt, 
the Frezci intereſt, and the Papiſts intereſt, fo 
much ane, and by the many Witneſles that have 
come 1n about the Plot, that I think we may ra- 
ther b: at a loſs for Qur Remedy, than in 
doubr of our Diſeaſe. And therefore though 
I kacw che diſticultics I-mav bring wy ſelf under, 
by having thu; jaid open ſome mens Deſigns, yet 
ſeeing m7 Kiag and Country have called me ta 
this Service, | am reſolved that as my Feather loft 
his Lefe for King Charles the Firſt, ſol will not be 
afraid to adventure mine for 'King Charles the 
Secora, and that inkes me Expoſe my ſelf in his 
Service In this place, Sir 
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Sir, I think ( ſeeing things are thus ) with< 
out negleCfting our Duty to our King and 
Country, nay to our God too, we' cannot defer 
endeavouring the ſecuring of 'the King's Perſon, 
and Proteſtant Religion, by all lawful means 
whatſoever; and therefore I ſecond the Moti- 
on that was made, That we may in the firſt place 
take into our Conſideration, how to ſuppreſs 
Popery, and prevent a Pop:ſh Succeſſour ;, that. ſo 
we may never return again to Superſtition, I- 
dolatry, and Slavery, bur may always preſerve 
that pure Religion, to be the Religion of this 
Nation, for which ſo many of our Fore-fathers 
haves, ſuffer?d Martyrdom, I. mean the Prote- 
ſtant Religion, as long as the Sun and Moon 
endures. 
Mr. Speaker, 
Sir F.W. Sir, the Popiſh Party have not only 
had a great influence on the management of our 
Afﬀairs, both Foreign and Domeſtick, while 
they could do it under a 4i/z«:/e, but notwith- 
ſtanding the diſcovery of their whole Plot, have 
Ever ſince gone tn treumphant,as if they were not 
afraid of any oppoſition that can be made a- 
gainſt them. Although the moſt part of Do- 
tor Oates his Diſcovery was no news to moſt 
Men; and the great Correſpondence which 
Coleman had held with Foreign parts, had been 
generally obſerved for ſome years; yet what 
difficulties were there raiſed againſt believing of 
Oates his Teſtimony, and againſt apprehendzng of 
Coleman's Perſon, and ſeizing of his Papers, by 
which he had opportunity to carry away the 
molt part, and by that means prevented a great 


deal of Evidzac?, which we ſhould otherwiſe 
have 
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have had againſt that Party ; though by chance 
he left enough to hang - himfelf. And as their 
Power, or the Reſpect whiche was born them, 
appeared in this ; ſo their great Confidence 'in 
the never to be forgotten Death of Sir - Ed- 
mondbury Godfrey, which doubtleſs they accom- 
pliſhed, as to corceal Evidence, ſo to intimidate 
Fuſtices and others, from doing their duty, with 
great aſſurance, that thoſe who did it ſhould 
never have been brought to Juſtice. An&- 
I'muſt confeſs, = _ a ſtrange unheard of 
ay. either to do that, or prevent the goin 
bn of the Plot : (For in Oftober after the Plor 
broke out, no leſs than Fifry ſeven Commiſſions 
were diſcoyer*d for raiſing of Souldiers,'granted 
to ſeveral Popiſh Recuſants, with Warrants to + 
Muſter without taking the Oaths of Allegiance and 


. Supremacy, or Teſt ; Counter-Signed by the then 


Secretary of State; Of which the Parliament take- 
ing notice, they were ſoon after' diſſolved in rhe 
midſt of the Examination of the Plot. And the 
next that was called, though compog'd of true 
Engliſh Gentlemen, as ſoon as they fell ſevere 
upon Popery, had no better Succeſs; certain- 
ly, Sir, not by the prevalency or- Advice'of 
any true Engliſh Proteſtants ; and who then may 
be preſumed to have given ſuch Advice, I leave 
to your judgment. Theſe :wo Parliaments being 
thus Diſſolved, a !#ird-was Summoned, but was 
not permitted to fit, but on the contrary, put off 
by ſeveral Prorogations. At which the People 
being diſcontented, their Fears and TJealovlies 
ariſing fromthe Papilts increaſing; from wþich 
they knew they'could not be effectually ſecured 
but by a Parhament ; ſeycral Counties and Ci-- 


ties 
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ties joyned in Petitioning his Majeſty for a Par- 
liament. But it being foreſeen that every thing 
that tended to make way for the meeting 6f Par- 
liaments, was. dangerous, ſuch was the influ- 
ence of that Party, as that they obtained a Pro- 
clamation, penned | think by Coleman himfelf, or 
by ſome body that had,no more love for the Pro- 
reſtant Religion than he, forbidding Petitioning 
as Seditious and Tumultuons, And that. no- 
thing ſhould be wanting to ſhew their power, 
at tength by-the endeavours of ſome great men, 
fome credulous and ambitious men were drawn 


in to be Abhorrers, Good God! where were 


theſe Mens Sences, that in a time when the Na- 
tion was in ſuch imminent danger, there ſhould 
be any good Proxeſtant that ſhould abhor Petiti- 
oning for a Parliament ? But I hope this Houſe 
will have a time to.ſpeak with thoſe Gentlemen, 
and Mark them with the Brand. they deſerve. 
* And now that it may be found that there were 
a good cafie fort of credulous people that might 
be wrought upon, it was thought high time te 
have a Couner Plot, that might ſwallow up that of 
the . Papits, and reſtore them to! their former 
Credit. How far this way carried on by good 
men- and bad, I am loath to particulariſe; but I 
cannot but obſerve,that Dangerfield had moreMo- 
fiey and Encouragement given him while he was 
carrying ot, of that Plot, than I could ever hear 

he hath had ſince the diſcovery of it. But though 
it_ be not ſtrange, that the Papiſts ſhould be fo 

wicked, as £0 contrive ſuch a deſign, for the caſt- 

ng of the Plot.apon the Proteſtants,though with 

_the loſs of ſo many honeſt mens lives, as was in- 


tended; yet itis ſtrange to ſee how willipg ny 
r ge. 
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Proteſtants, eſpecially of thoſe who have reaſon to 
think themſelves of the beſt ſort, were ro believe it, 
and how little pleaſed with Dangerfield, for the 
great ſervice he did in diſcoveriug that. wicked 
Plot, So powertnl and (© lucky are the Popiſh 
Party, in infuſing of animolities amongſt us,tend- 
img to divide us, 'and ſo willing are we to enter- 
tain them to ourdeſtruction, : And 4s the Po- 
piſh Party have been very induſtrious in the 
contriving of Reports and Plots to remove the 
ill Reports they ligunder, and have had a great 
influence in -anaging of Parliamentary Aﬀairs, 
ſo we may preſume they have of late had in 
the di/penſing of Juſtice, as may appear by conſi- 
dering what hath been done by ourJudges of late. 
At Wakemar?*s 'Ttyal, thoſe Perſons who at for- 
mer Tryals had. been rzreated with that reſpect 
that is due to the King's Evidence, and whoſe Cre- 
dit and Reputation had ſtood clear without exctp- 
tion in all other Tryals, were: now not- 6nly 
browbeaten, but their Evizence reprefented to the 
Fury, as doubtful, and not to be dgonded on, and 
fo at all other Tryals of Papiſts.ftom that time 
forward. By which many of \the greateſt! Ofs 
fenders were quitted and cltared as to the Plot; 
and thoſe that were brought for defaming, this 
King's Evidence, and ſubarning Witneſſes,-/in 
order thereto, very kindly treated,and difcharged 
with eaſie- Sextences, eſpecially if Papiſts ; bus 
if Proteſtants, though only for Printing or Vens 
ding ſome Unhlicented Book, were impriforit 
and largely fined; But Lbeg-leave to particula» 
rife in the caſe of one Cart,who was indicted for 
Printing a weekly latelligence, called, The Rroken 
of | Aav10e frond. Rome, or, The Hiſtory of Poperyiib lis 
: man 
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man had a ſtrange knack of writing extraordi- 
nary well upon that Subject, and the Paper was 
by moſt Perſons thought not only very ingenious, 
bat. alſo. very uſeful at this time for the infor- 
mation of the. people, becauſe it laid open very 
intelligibly , the Errours and Cheats of that 
Church. However upon an Information giyen 
to the Court of Kings- Bench againlt this Care, this 
Rule was made, 


Ordinatum eſt, quod liber intifulat, The weekly, 
= GC, non ulterins imprimatur, vel publicetur 
per aliquam perſona quamcungque. Per Cur. 


I thick it amounts to little:leſs than a total 
prohibition of Printing any thing againft Po- 


ry. 
"The trueEngliſhProteſtants being thus prevented 
of having Parliaments to redreſs their grievan- 


ces;and ſecure them againſt-the fears of Popery, 


as alſo of Petitioning forParliaments,or writin 
for the Proteſtant Religion, they had recourſe 
to.their old way of preſenting Grievances by 
Jaries. Butadvice being given that ſome. great 

Þzpiſts were concern'd in the Preſentment, parti- 
cularly the Dicke of York, the Fury was diſmiſt 
in an extrajudicial manner, and ſo no remedy in 
the world allowed for poor Proteſtants What 
an- Unhappy Star were we born under, that 
things ſhould be thus carried againſt us, in "the 
whole courſe of our Government, whilſt we 
havea wiſe Proteſtant King over ns-? What may 
not+be expetted under a Popiſh' King/1f it ſhould: 
beiour misfortune to have any?:'\And __ 
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| I think, Sir, we ought to endeavour to prevent it, 
by conſulting in the firſt place how to ſuppreſs 
Popery,and prevent a Popiſh Succeſſor, which is 
my humble Motion. 
Mr. Speaker, | 
R. M. Sir; you have heard what an influence 
the Popiſh Party hath had in the management of 
all our Aﬀairs of greateſt importance, almoſt 
ever ſince his Majeſties- happy Reſtauration, 
how the. making of Peace, or War, and foreign 
Alliances, hath been overruled by that Party, to 
the great danger of the Nation, and Proteſtant 
Religion both at hone and abroad. Inſomuch 
as it hay be juſtly feared, that there isa general 
deſign to root out that Religion from the face 
of the Earth, which may nox be difficult to be 
done, if by eſtabliſhing Popery here, aſliſtance 
to the Proteſtants abroad may be prevented, or 
by deſtroying the Proteſtants abroad (which are 
ſo many bulwarks to us) we ſhould be left to 
reſiſt alone, You have alſo-heard how that Party 
hath influenced the Reſolutions made touching 
Parliaments and Afeairs here at home. The 
truth is, Sir, that Intereſt is crept into our Comurr, 
and hatha great power in our Cowncils, it is crept in- 
| toour Courtsof Juſtice,and hath a'great Command 
| in our Army, our Navy, our Forts, and our Caſtles, 
and into all places upon which'our ſecurity de- 
pends. And it is impoſſible it ſhould be other- 
wiſe, as long as we have a Popifh Succeſſor, and 
that party the bopes of a Popiſh King. And I hum- 
bly conceive, that it is very obvions, that as long 
as that Party hath ſuch a power, not only our 
Religion, but the life of his Majeſty and the 
whole Goyernment is in danger. And therefore [ 
wt - | think 
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I think we cannot better comply with our duty 
to our King and Conntry, than in reſolving to 
aſe our utmoſt endeayours to extirpate Popery, 
and prevent a Popiſh Succeſfor, and therefore 1 
would defire you would be pleaſed to put the 
Queſtion. | 
Reſolved, That it js the Opinion of this Houſe, 
that they ought in the firſt place to proceed ef- 
fectually to Smppreſs Popery, and prevent a 
Popiſh Succeſſor,” 


——— 


The 27th of 0ober. 1680. 


My. Speaker, 

H.B. CIR, yeſterday you made a Reſolye, 
Rt Dechrivg what you intended to 
do in referencetg Miery, by which you may 
conclude, you have made many enemies at Court, 
or of ſuch as uſually. frequent it. And it may 
juſtly be expeCted, that they will rather uſe their 
endeavours to deſtroy you than permit you' to 
deftroy them. And.if we may take our meaſures 
from the Power they have diſcovered, in the 
diſſolution of the laſt Parliaments, and many 
Prorogations of this, in a tine when there was 
" Never more need for the Sitting of Parliaments, 
becauſe of the great danger that did ariſe from 
that party, we may conclude, it may be poſlible 
for them to do the like again. Therefore that 
we may not be wanting in doing what we can, 
in order to create in his Majefty a 'good Opi- 
nion of this Houſe, let us make an humble Ad- 
dreſs to his. Majeſty, to aſſure him of _—— 
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alty, and readineſs to ſtand by. him with our 
lives and fortunes. And that 'when his 'Maje- 
ſty ſhall be pleaſet to grant'vs ſach Bills, as are 
abſolutely neceſſary for the ſecurity of the Pro- 
teſtant Religion, we will be ready to ſppply 
him with what Money his occafions may require, 
for the ſupport of his Government, andthe 
Proteſtant Religion both at home and abroad. 

Sir, 1 do not move this wichout fome reaſon, 
I am jealous that thoſe which are for the Popiſh 
Intereſt, do endeayour to repreſent this Parla- 
ment to his Majeſty Phanatical and Seditious, that 
we will do nothing but arraign his Goyernmeny, 
wound his Miniſters, deſtroy his Brother, and 
endanger his Royal Perſon, and that no ſup- 
was can be expected from us, Which falfe 
uggeſtjons of that wicked Party, we may. do 
well tv prevent. And therefore, I humbly move 
you, that' a Committee' may be appointed-to 
draw up ſome ſuch Addrefs, upon the debate of 
the Honſe. _ 

[To wbich ſeveral perſons made Oppoſition, 
alledging that 1n the late long Parjiament, 
they had often been' drawn in, to give 
Money by ſuch Addreſles, and that in that 
Parliament no Tuch Addreſſes was ever made 
but it ended in Money, becauſe the word 
of a Houſe of Commons pledged to the King, 
is alway to be underſtood, as may beſt 
preſerve the reputation of the Houſe, whith 
onght to be kept inviolable. 

*+It was anſwered, That it was aot ſtrange that 
it was ſo in the long Parliament, being com- 

ſed of ſo many Penſioners, who were to 
aye a ſhare of what they gaye, but the caſe 
C 2 being 
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being now altered,and the Parliament com- 
poſed of Perſons that diſdained ſuch Wick- 
ed . practices, and the Houſe being Maſters 
of their own Votes, there could be no 
danger of making ſuch an Addreſs in that 
| © Houſe. 
. Reſolved, That an Addreſs be made to his Majeſty, 
, declaring the Reſolution of this Houſe,to preſerve 
© and ſupport the King*s Per ſon and Government, 
;.. and the Proteſtant Religion at home and abroad. 
_- » Mr. Speaker, | 
Sir. G. G. I crave leave to mind you of a 
eat Infringment which hath been made of 
the Liberty of the Subject, fince the laſt Seſſion 
of Parliament. Sir, many good Prbteſtants 
thinking it very ſtrange, that rwo Parliaments 
ſhould be Diflolved, without doing any thing ma- 
terial againſt Popery, and a third ſo often Pro- 
rogued.in a time of ſuch imminent danger ; and 
foreſceing the Ruine ſuch delays might bring up- 
on them, Reſolved to Petition his Majeſty, and 
accordingly in ſeyeral Counties and Corporati- 
ons, Petitions, humbly praying his Majefty to 
let the Parliament Sit,, were drawn up, and Sign- 
ed by many Thouſands of his Majeſties good 
Subjects, in a peaceable and quiet way, and 
delivered to his Majeſty by no greater number 
of Perſons than is allowed. But although this 
was conformable to Law, and the duty of good 
Sabjefts, conſidering what danger his Majeſties 
- Perſon and the Proteſtant Religion was in, yet 
it. was traduced to his Majeſty as Seditious and 
Tumultuous, and forbidden by a Proclamation, and 
great affronts and diſcouragements given to 


ſuch, as either promoted or delivered the ſaid . 


Petitions, 
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Petitions, and at laſt ſeveral Perſons in' many 
places were ſet up to declare at the Aſlizes, and 
other publick places, an Abhorrency and Dete- 
ſtation of ſuch Petitioning; 

Sir, I humbly conceive the Subjetsof England 
have an undoubted right to Petition his Maje- 
ſty for the Sitting of Parliaments, andrredreſling 
of Griveances; and that conſidering the Cir- 
cumſtances we are under, . we have no reaſon 
to loſe it. If it ſhould be our unhappineſs to 
have 4 Popiſh King, may he' not be ſurrounded 
with Popiſh Councellors, ſo as that poor Prote- 
ſtant Subjefts may be debarred of all other ways 
whatſoever of making known our Complaints 
to him, and muſt we loſe this too ? Sir, | think 
it ſo neceſſary, and material a Priviledge of the 
Subject, as that we ought without loſs of time 
to aſlert our Rights to it, and therefore I hum- 


bly move you to make ſome Vote to that pur- 
pole. 


Mr. Speaker, | 

Sir F, W. Sir, I am not only of opinion with 
that worthy Member that ſpoke laſt, as to mak- 
ing a Vote for aſlerting the Right of the Sub- 
ject to Pecition their Prince, but alſo for cha- 
ſtiſing of thoſe who have been ſo wicked and 
abominable, as to traduce it and abhor it. And 
to that purpoſe, 1 think, Sir, it will be conve- 


- nient that we find out whoadviſed or drew that 


Proclamation againſt it, and exarhin how a Pe- 
tition that was made in Berk. ſhire, -was order'd 
10 be taken off the File at a quarter Seſſions, if wor- 
thy to be ſo called, there being but four Juſti- 
ces of the Peace, and two of them ſuch obicure 
Perſons as I cannos get their Names, And al- 
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ſo make ſome 'inſpeftion into thoſe Adareſſes 
that have beeri made againſt Peritioning, and 
by whom contrived, figned, or delivered. But 
this muſt be a work of time; for the preſent I 
hambly move you to paſs one Vote to aſlert the 
rightof the SubjeCt to Petition the King, another 
of Cenſure on thoſe perſons that have traduced 
3t,-ahd to appoint a Commitee for your further 
proceeding herein, | ; 


Refolved, That it 1s, and ever hath been the 
u1doubted Right of the Subjetts of England, 
#0 Petition the King, for the calling and ſuting 
of Parliaments, andreareſſing of Grievances, 
Reſolved, That to traduce ſuch Petitioning as 4 
Violation 'of Duty, and to repreſent it to his 
Majeſty as Tumultuons or Seditious, is to be- 
tray the Liberty of the Subjett, and contri. 
butes to the Deſign of Subverting the ancient 
Legal Conſtitution of this Kingdom, and itt- 
troducing Arbitrary Power, 
Reſolved, That a Committee be appointed to 
enquire after all ſuch Perſons that have of- 
Fended againſt the Right of the Subject. 


Mr. Speaker, 

S. T. Sir, I am very glad theſe Votes have 
paſt ſo Unanimouſly, for Popery and Arbitrary 
Government, can never be ſet up in this Nation, 
if we could 'be ſure of frequent Parkaments, 
And therefore the aſſerting of the'Right of the 
Subje&t in any thing: which tends to that, mhy 
be of great uſe to this Nation. - But, Sir, ſecing 
you have taken- this buſineſs into your conſt- 
deration, I think, we may do well to'go a We 
tie 
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tle further with it even at this time. I am in- 
formed ſome Members of the Houſe are Guil- 
ty of having acted contrary to theſe Votes, 
and I am of opinion, that as they were nat willing 
that we ſhould fit here, ſo that we ſhould be as 
willing not to have them fit among ft us. For if it 
were a great crime in others, much more in 
thoſe that were choſen to aſſert the Rights and 
Liberties of the People. It is very wilikely, 
that Men of fach Principles, - ſhould make good 
Parliament-Men, and I think it will very well 
conſiſt with the Juſtice of the Houſe to begin 
with a Reformation amongft our ſelves, and 
therefore I humbly move we may firſt proceed 
againſt ſuch. 

Being commanded to name ſuch Members, he 
named Sir Francis Withins, who not being in the 
Houſe, was order*d to attend the nexc day. 
Where, after he was heard in his place, was or- 
der*d to withdraw, and Cenſured to receive the 
Sentence of the Houſe upon bis Knees, and to be ex- 
peld the Houſe. 


y 


The Second of November, 


GR Francis Winnington made a Report cf 
what was found in the Lords Journal rela- 
ting to the horrid Popiſh Plot. 

Mr, Treby reports what by order of the ſc- 
cret Committee he reported to the laſt Parlia- 
ment, relating to the Popilh Plot. 
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After ſome Debates thereupon, 


Reſolved, That the Duke of York's being a Pa- 
piſt, and the hopes of his coming ſuch to the 
Crown, hath given the greateſt countenance ana 
#ncouragement to the preſent Deſigns and Conſ- 
piracies againſt the King,andProteſt ant Religion. 

Reſolved, That in defenee of the Kings Perſon 
and Government, and Proteſtant Religion, 
this Houſe doth declare that they will ſtand 
by his Majeſty with their. Lives and For- 
zunes, and that if his Majeſty ſhould come to 
any violent Death, which God forbid, , they 
will revenge it to the utmoſt on the Papiſts. 

Mr. Speaker, 

S. T, Sir, I have obſerved from the Reports 

that have been read, and all the Evidence that 


I- have heard aboat the Popiſh Plot, that it hath 


its Original, as you have Voted, from Fares 
Duke of York, and it is not probable in my opini- 
on, that the Popsſh Intereſt can ever decline, as 
long as there is a Popsſh Succeſſour, and they have 
1uch hopes of his coming to the Crown z and 
therefore I humbly intreat you that a Committee 
be appointed to draw up 4 Bill to diſable James 
Duke of York, from Inheriting the Imperial Crown 
of this Realm, 

Ld. R. Sir, If we conſider the train of 5! Con- 
ſequences, that attend the having of a Popiſh Suc- 
ceſſour, and the certain miſeries that muſt fali 
on this Nation, if ever we ſhould have a Pops 
King; and how impoſſible the one, or improbable 
that the other can be prevented, but by dſi- 
heriting the Duke of York: I think that as we 

Ws cannor 
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cannot diſagree, < to the ſadneſs of our con- 
dition, ſo it will be hard to find out any other 
way 0 ſecure us; and therefore I ſecond the 
motion that was made by that worthy Member, 
that a Comittee be appointed to bring in a Bill 
to diſinherit James Dake of York. 

Mr. Speaker, | 

W. H. Sir, I think we ſhall doill to be meal- 
mouthed, when our throats are in ſuch danger 
therefore I will not be afraid to ſpeak out, 
when ſpeaking plain Engliſh is neceſſary to ſave 
our King and Country. Have we not heard 
and is it not apparently true ; that Peace, an 
War, Foreign Alliances, Meetings, Diſſoluti- 
ons, and Prorogations of Parliaments, Tryals 
at Weftminſter-Hall, Reſolutions in Council, and 
other things of importance, have been in- 
fluenced by a Popiſh Party, or Intereſt; and 
can we, Sir, imagin that theſe great things ſhould 
be done by a leſs man, than James Duke of York ? 
Hath not the examination of the Plot, in which 

the King's Life and all our ſafeties is fo much 
concern'd, been kept oft to admiration,.and the 
Witneſſes diſcouraged even to deſpair ? Have 
not. Counter-Plots been ſet up, and carried on 
with a ſtrong hand, and falſe Witneſſes in abug- 
dance to deſtroy the true ones? From what 
Cauſe can ſuch ſtrange unheard of Effects pro- 
ceed ; but from the Power and influence of a 
Popiſh Succeſſonr ! And we have no great rea- 
ſon to admire at it, .if we conſider how uſual 
it is for Polititians, to be given to flatrery, and 
to be led by ambition, and how natural it is 
for Courtiers and great Miniſters of State to 
worſhip the riſing Sun, And, Sir, is 1t not eaijc to 


foreſee 
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foreſee, what great miſeries may come to this 
Kingdom: by ſuch kind of managements ; can 
any man imagin, that as long as there is a Po- 
oi Succeſſour, there will nor be a Popiſh Intereſt, 
and that by his aſliſtance it ſhall noc be ſtrong 
enough to conteſt with the Proteſtant Intereſt, 
Or rather have we not ſeen it for many years 
already; and how can it be otherways, as long 
as no Office ſmall or great is diſpoſed of 
without his approbation ; no, not ſo much as 
preferment in our Proteſtant Church. And I think 
unleſs you can deſtroy that in which the Intereſt cen- 
ters, you will never deſtroy the Intereſt it ſelf. 
. Sir, I have noill will for the Dukes Perſon, but 
rather a great veneration as he is deſcended from 
our paſt, and as Brother to our preſent King. 
But I think it ought not to ſtand in competiti- 
on with my Duty to my King and Country ; 
which can never beſafe as long as this Intereſt 
is ſo predominate. And I think there is no 0- 
ther way to ſuppreſs it, but by going to the rovts 
firſt; and therefore I agree in the Motion that 
hath been made for appointing a Committee to 
bring in 4 Bill to difinberit James Dake of York. 
Mr. Speaker, | 
W.G. Sir, 1 agree with thoſe worthy Mem- 
bers, that have ſpoke to this preſent buſineſs, 
that Popery hath for a long time had a great 
Influence in the management of our Aﬀairs ; and 
that the Proteſtant Religion and Government 
of the Nation, is much in danger thereby. But 
I hope that the prudence of this Houſe may 
' find out ſome Expzdient to ſecure the Nation, 
more likely to be brought to perfection, than 


this of the Excluſion Bill. We all know, that 
his 
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bis Majeſty in- his Speech at the opening of the 
Seſſion, and formerly hath declared, that he 
will conſent to any thing you fhall offer for 
the ſecurity of the Proteſtant Religion, pro- 
vided it conſiſt with preſerving the Succeſſion in 
the due Legal courſe of Deſcent. As his Ma- 
jeſty is Gracious to us, ſo | know, we are all 
willing to carry our ſelves with all reſpects 
and duty to him; he offers you to conſent to 
all other ways you can propoſe, but ſeems re- 
ſolved not to conſent to this way you are now 
upon. . For my part, Sir, I am- more afraid of 
an Army without a General, than of a Gene- 
ral without an Army ; and therefore, I think, that 
if, inſtead of ordering a Committee to bring 
in a Bill for diſinheriting of the Duke, you 
bring In a Bill for baniſhing all the . Pa- 
piſts out of this Nation, and other Bills for 
having of frequent Parliaments, and to ſe- 
cure good Judges, and Juſtices, that ſo the Laws 
you have already, as well as what more you may 
make, may be duly executed, it may do as well, 
and be more likely to have good ſucceſs. . And 
therefore 1 would hnmbly move you, that we 
may try theſe other ways, and not offer to 
put this hardſhip upon his Majeſty, ſeeing he 
hath declared 2gainſt this Bill, leſt by dif- 
pleaſing his Majeſty, we ſhould interrupt all o- 
ther Afﬀairs, which at this time may be very 
unfortunate to this Nation, and our Neigh- 
bours roo. The Eyes of Chriſtendom are up. 
on the Succeſs of this Meeting, and the Peace, 
Quietneſs, and Honour of the Nation much 
depends thereon ; 'and therefore, if the going 
on with this-Bill ſhould occaſion a Breach ( —_ 
or 
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for ſeyeral reaſons I am much afraid of ) it may - 


prove one of the greateſt misfortunes that 
conld befall us. Sir, moderation in all things, 
will. always become this Houfe, but eſpecially 
in a buſineſs of fo high a Nature. The Duke 
hath not yet been either heard or found Guil- 
ty, how can we then anſwer the paſſing of fo 
ſevere a Sentence; we ought to ve very careful 
in a buſineſs of this Nature, that we do nothing 
but that we may be able to anſwer to the whole 
World: And therefore, Sir,l think that ſeeing his 
Majeſty hath declared,that he will not agree with 
us in this Bill, andiother Bills may be as effeftu- 
al ; I would humblymove you to think of ſome 
other way, and for that purpoſe to appoint a 
day to have it debated in a Committse of the 
whole Houſe. | 
Mr. Speaker, 

Sir H. C. Sir, 1 cannot agree with that worthy 
Member that ſpoke laſt, and yet I have for- 
merly given ſome proof that I have been for 
Moderation, and ( God willing) ſhall always be 
for+ it, when it may: do good. In the two 
laſt Parliaments I did ſo argue for moderation, 
that many of my Friends told me that I had 
deſerted the true Intereſt of my King and Coun- 
try ; but as the Loyalty which F pretend to de- 
rive from my Birth, made me flight ſuch ſur- 
miſes, ſo it ſhall always preponderate with me 
in all my Aftions. Sir, I am of opinion that 
this is a caſe, in which there is*no room for 
moderation, if by moderation be meant the mak- 
ing of any other Law for the Security of our 
Religion. Becauſe according to the beſt judg- 
ment I can make upon a full conſideration of 
the 
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the matter, all other Bills that can be deſired, 
without this Bill, will not prove effectual; bur 
will leave us in that unhappy condition, of conteſt- 
ing with the influence of a Popiſh Succeſſor during 
this King's life, and with the Power of a Popiſh King 
hereafter. Of what dagger this may be to his 
Majeſties Perſon at preſent, and ths Prote- 
ſtant Religion for the filture, I leave to every. 
one to judge. It hath been ſaid, that take away 
the Army, and you need not fear the General ; 
but I ſay, that a General that hath the Power of 
a King, will never want an Army. And our 
condigion is ſo bad, that I am afraid we ſhall 
not be ſafe, without being free of the General 
and Army too ; Which I think, Sir, as the cafe 
ſtands, we ought in prudence todo,or elſeI am a- 
fraid,we ſhall give but a bad account to our Coun- 
try, of having done any thing to the purpoſe for 
the ſecuring ,of our Religion. And therefore 
I am of opinion, you are under a. neceſlity of 
having this Bill brought in. | 

Mr. Speaker, | 

S. T. Sir, I ebſerve that the Arguments that 
have been offer'd againſt the bringing in of this 
Bill, are grounded on his Majeſties Speech, and 
on.2 ſuppoſition: that other Bills may be as ſuf- 
ficient for our ſecurity, and more facilly obtain- 
ed, ſeeing his Majeſty hath ſo often declared 
that. he will nat conſent to altering the Succeſ- 
_ fion from its Legal courſe of Deſcent. Sir, the 
King calleth his Parliament to give him advice, 
and they cannot therein be reſtrain'd,* but may 
glve. any advice which they think may be ne- 
ceſlary- for the, ſecurity of his Perſon and Go- 
vernment, And it hath oftentimes hapned 
thaT 
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that Parliaments before now have many times 
offer*d ſuch advice to the Kings' of this Nation 
as have not been grateful co them art firſt, -axid 
yet after mature deliberation, hath been well re- 
ſented,and found abſolutely neceſſary. When or 
ford,or who elſe it was;had perſuaded his Majeſty 
to grant a Toleration in 1672. and to tell the 
Parliament in his Speech then made to them, 
that he would ſtand by it, and make i good, 
yet that Houſe of Commons finding it of dan- 
gerons Conſequence, and humbly. offering fuch 
their advice to his Majeſty, he was pleaſed not- 
withſtanding the ſaid Speech, to cancel the ſaid 
Toleration. And 1f he had not, (as we are 
in a bad caſe how)-ſo we might have been in 
a worſe then. For ought I know, if that Houſe 
of Commons "had been fo great Courtiers, as 
not to have concerned themſelves in that Tolera- 
tion becauſe of his Majeſties Speech, the Nation 
might have been ruin'd by Papiſts before 
this. AndI think, we are now under as great 
danger, and I hope, we ſhall not be lefs coura- 

ious, nor true hearted. If '8 Man were ſick of 
- a Pluriſie, and nothing could fave his Life but 
Bleeding, would it not be ftrange if his Phyſi- 
cian, after having pretended that he is hearty 
for his cure, ſhould allow him-all ether Reme- 
medies but Bleeding. Nothing like this can-be 
preſumed of his Majeſty, of whoſe Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs we have had ſo great Experience. . 
And as to the ſecond Branch of the Suppoſt- 
tion, that other Laws may ſecure us as well, 1 
have not heard any Arguments offer'd to make 
it good, and I muſt confeſs, I cannot 'appre- 


" heng there can be any. Iam ſure the Expe- 
rience 


EIS 


rience of former times, ſhews us the contrary. 
It is plain from them, that Popiſb Princes bave 
not thought themſelves bound by any Laws againſt 
the intereſt of that Church, and our forefathers have 
found to their ſorrow, that the Strength of our Laws 
were not ſufficient to defend them againſt Popsſh Ty- 
| rannzes. For no Prince of that Religion, ever 
yet thought himſelf bound to keep faith with 
Hereticks. After Queen Mary had ſeriouſly 
Pledged her Royal Word to the Suffolk men, to 
allow them their Religion, -by which they be- 
came the greateſt a—— of putting the 
Crown on her head, did ſhe not in return putthe 
Crown of Martyrdom on theirs. All ather Laws 
that you-cah propoſe in this Caſe muſt be ground- 
ed on {ome truſt or fidelity that muſt be repo- 
ſed in that party, for which no Argument cag 
be given, but that they never kept any Faith with 
Hereticks, and therefore that we may do well to t 
what they will do. This4 might prove by a fad 
melancholly account of the Maſlacres at Pjed- 
mont, Paris, and Jreland, but I ſuppole the Hiſto- 
ry of them is well known to every one here, 
and therefore 1I- will not trouble you there- 
with. 

We are adviſed to be moderate, and Ithink 
we ought tobe ſo, but I do not take moderati- 
an, tb bea prudent Virtue in all caſes that may 
happen. If I were fighting to ſave my Life, and 
the lives of my Wife and Children, ſhould 1 do 
it moderately? If | were riding on a Road to 
ſave my Throat from Thieves,. aud I ſhould 
be adyiſed to-ride moderately leſt | ſpoiPd my 
Horſe, would not ſuch advice ſeem ſtrange at 
ſuch a time ? and ſo certainly would it be, if I 
were 
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were in a Ship (which may well be compared to 
'a Common-wealth,) and it were ſinking, would 
not the advice to pump moderately for fear of 
a Feaver ſeem ſtrange ? But, Sir, I admire, ſeeing 
moderation is ſo much talked of, of late, and 
ſo much recommended, Why there canmort be 


it, as well as on the Papiſts, I know not why it 
ſhould not be as agreeable to Chriſtian Charity, and 
more for the Proteſtant Intereſt at this time, becauſe 
it may tend to Union, to place it on the Proteſtant 
Diſſenters, ſeeing we agree with moſt of them in 
pornts of Faith, and only differ about a few Cere- 
monies, The moderateſt and meekeſt man that 
ever was, ſeeing an Egyptian ſtrugling with an 
Iſraclite, he Slew the Egyptian, but at another 
time ſeeing an ſraclzte ſtrugling with at) 7/raelite, 
it is recorded in holy Writ, he parted them, ſay- 
ing they were Brethren. Of late many are at 
work to perſwade us, that the Church hath no 
Weapons but prayers and tears, this is a notion 
come up be? us fince the breaking up of the Plot, 
| and as far as I can obſerve, 1s onlyto hold good a- 
; gainſt Popery, for againſt Proteſtant Diſſenters we 
have always had and can ſtill fad orher Weapons, 
Sir, I will not trouble you farther, bot conclude 
with my Motion for bringing 1a of the Bill. 

H. made a Speech refleting onthe Dake and 
Lord Clarendon for making up the Match 
for the King, - as ifthey did jt becauſe they 
foreſaw that the Queen would have no 
Children, and particularly on the Duke 
for the loſs of my Lord Sandwich, for clear- 


the death of Sir Edmondbury Godfry, &c. 
Mr, 


other Objelts found 'out , on whom to place 


ing of perſons taken in the fire of London, . 


- 
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Mr, Speaker, | 

L. H. Sir, 1 am, ſorry toſce a matter of {6 
great importance, managed in this Houſe with 
ſo. much bitterneſs on the one hand, and with 
ſo much jeſting and mirth on the other ; I think 
it a ſerious thing we are about, and that more 
Gravity wouid-very well become not only this 
Houſe, but the Subject of the Debatealſo, It is 
to me very unpleaſant to . hear a Prince that 
hath ſo well deſerved of this Nation, by Fighting 
our Battels, and fo often appearing for us in 
War, ſo upbraided. 1 am apt to think he was 
far from being of opinion the Queen would 
have no Children, and that he ſcorned any of 
thoſe other Actions that have bren Jaid to his 
Charge, and therefore to hear ſuch things ſaid 
is a great provocation. But being I know where 
L am, [ will lay my Hand upon my Mouth. But 
I hope you will pardon me, .if. to comply with 
the obligation of Nature, I declare my ſelf much 
cancern'd to ſee the aſhes of my dear Father 
thus raked out of the Duſt, and to hear his Me- 
mory blaſted by an Affirmation which cannot.be 
proved. Becauſe I am confident he was not Guil- 
ty. He and his Family ſuffer?d enorgh by his mis- 
fortunes, occaſion?'d by dark Intereſts and In- 


trigues of State: Many think he was ſeverely 


chaſtiſed while, living; I am forry to ſce that 
ſome others cannot ſpare him though dead. Bux 
for my comfort, | have heard. that he was a 
good Proteltant, a good Chancellor, and that 
we have bad worſe Miniſters of State ſince. But 
I will not trouble you further, but apply mv 
If to the Buſineſs under Debate. Sir, lam of 
opinion that the bringing in of this Bill will be 
D 2 


(34) 


a great hindrance to the buſineſs of the Nation, 
and not attain your end. And alfo I am con- 
cern'd for the Juſtice of the Houſe, for though 
the Duke deſerve great mortifications, becauſe 
he hath given ſo great a ſaſpition of his being 
inclined to that Religion, and I believe doth 
not expeCt to come now to the Crown, on ſuch 
Terms as formerly, but with ſach limitations 
as may ſecure the Proteſtant Religion; ycr I 
think it very hard for this Houſe, to offer at 
fo great a Condemnation without hearing the 
Perſon concern'd, or having had any preceeding 
Proceſs. For my own part, I make it a great 
ueſtion, whether it would be binding to him, 
or a great many other Loyal Perſons of this 
Nation, and if not, it may occaſion hereafter 
4 Civil War. And without any juſt fear, or 
auſe; for the King may very well out-live the 
Duke: andtheh 21} that we' are about, would 
be.unneceſlary; "and' why ſhould ' we,, to prevent 
that which. may never happen; 'attempt to do 
that, which we can never anſwer, either-co our 
King or Country. I cannot apprehend that 
our caſe is ſo deſperate, but that we may ſecure 
our ſelves ſome other way, without overturning 
Foundations. I cannot fear a General without 
« an Army. By ridding our ſelves of all other 
Papiſts we may be ſafe, making ſuch other Laws 
to bind the Duke as may be neceſſary by the 
Name of James Duke of York; which, & the ſmall 
Revenues which, belong to the Crown, with- 
out the aſſiſtance of Parliaments, with ſuch other 
Laws as may be contrived, I humbly conceive 
may be ſufficient for our ſecurity, and there- 


fore it ought to be conſidered in a MT 
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of the whole Houſe, that fach as are'for theſe 
Expedients, may have more freedom of "debate; 
Mr. Speaker, FO MG 2181 
S.T.- Sir, 1 muſt beg your leave t6 ſpeak as 
gain, according to the orders of the Hoſe, ' be- 
ing reflected on. I can aſture you, Sit, that-what 
F haye faid upon this Subject, is ſo far from 
proceeding from a merry Jolly -hnmours” that fe 
1s rather from; as great forrbw as eve ny liewrt 
endured, being very ſenſible what dengers'4we 
have undergone, and whit miferies we infy: liere- 
after ſuffer by means of the Duke's being*of 
this Religion. I hope, Sir, that offerices that 
So from Natural Infirmities, wilt always 
nd a favonrable conſtruction in this Hoiffe,”- If 
that Hornonable Me 


& that ſpoke laſts Trill 
but conſidered that aff men have not wt wo 
fortune to be born with ſuch a'frave, 'Mjelick, 
ſober aſpect, asthat, let them ſay what'they 
will, it looks ſerious and weighty, he wenld 
not have been offended at my Diſconrfe ;- bar, 
Sir, for the ſatisfation of the Honſe that I'am 
not in jeſt in this Buſineſs, 1-do declare that'l 
_— be very ſorry to be thus jeſted with” my 
ſelf. | 
Mr. Speaker, | 
Sir L, F. Sir, the queſtion that ariſeth from 
this Debate, is whether we had beſt proceed 
by an Extremity, or by Expedients. Forl look 
on this Bill to be of the higheſt N#tiire that 
ever was propoſed in a Honſe of Comitions, 
and the greateſt Extremity imaginable; which 
I humbly conceive we ought not proceed to,'un - 
til we have made fome Tryal of Exptdients, 
which will be very uſeful. © For it will give a 
D 2 great 
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great ſatisfaction; . not only to. his :Majeſty but 
to:all-other Perſons in geaeral that are againſt 
this Bill, by which the World will ſee that we 
were very.cautious, how.we offer?d at.ſuch an ex- 
tremityz-'and that-we did not do it until we had 
foundall other ways.-and means whatſoever in- 
ſuſicient. . 1 muſt confeſs, Sir, I think ſuch a 'Bill 
would be againſt . Law and Conſcience, and that 
nothing-lefs than an, Army will be neceſſary to 
ſupport it, and therefore I humbly move you, 
that: we: may debats.this buſineſs ,in a Commit- 
| tec: + »Ys 
;-/ My. Speaker,” + | 

B.-Sxr, 1 admire to thear that Honourable 
Member. make a douby-as to the Legality of this 
Bill ; ertainly, Sir, our Legiſlative Power is un- 
bounded, and we .may..offEr to the Lords and ſo 
to his'Mgjeſty, -what 


: Bills we think good. And 
it cat} a$;Jittle be doubred, that the Legiſlative 
Powen of the Nation, King, Lords, and Com- 
mons, . ſbould Want. 8 Law to make Laws; or that 
any} Laws: ſhould be againſt what Laws they make. 
'Qtherways 'they ; cannot be Legally oppoſed. 
Angd-ag 1 think it, cannot be againſt Law, fo 
neither againſt Conſcience, unleſs it could be made 
out that we ought in Conſcience to bring in Popery. 
| ſhould be very glad-to. hear any arguments to 
make good. what hath been offet*d about Ex- 
pedients, but 1 am afraid when they come to be 
examin'd to the bottom, they will be found ve- 
ry-inſufficient, and that we may as well think 
of catching a Lyon with a Mouſe.trap, as to ſecure 
our ſelves againſt Popery by any Laws without the 
Excluſion Bill. Have we not to do with a ſort 
of people, that cannot be bound by any Law 


or 
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or Contra&-whatſoever ? imuch leſs can their. 
words or promiſes be depended on ; are they-not- 
under all the Obligatiquns that can be: offex?d 
from the Temptations of this life, as of” that 
to come, not to keep Faith with Heretigks, but 
to break ic when it may; tend-to the promo- 
ting of. the. Catholick ' Cauſe ? And, if Laws 
cannot bind other Perſons,” much lefs will it. 
Princes that are of the Catholick Religion 2? 
Did they ever keep any. League or Contract 
that was made with Proteſtants, longer. than 
was necellary.in order to cut their Throats ? 
W hat uſe did the Papilts make in Jreland of the 
Favours granted them by King Charles the Firſt, 
did they not make uſe of it to the DeſtruCti- 
on of the Proteſtants, by riling up in Rebel- 
lion and Maſſacring 100000. Sir, I fee things 
go hard againſt Popery, I know not what to 
ſay to it, but I am afraid that if we: ſhould 
be ſo infatuated, as to let it creep on more and 
more upon us, and at laſt Ietit aſcend the Throne 
again, that we ſhall ſoon have the ſame miſe- 
rable fortune our forefathers bad in Queen Mary's 
Days ;, ard be burnt in SMiIth-fighd for our. indsſ- 
CYEfiOn, _ | | 

Sir, weare upon a buſineſs of as great unpor- 
fance as ever was debated within theſe Walls, 
for either we mult ſuppre(s Popery, or be ſup- 
preſt by it. For althovgh that Iutereſt do not 
look ſo big, as that of the Proteſtants, yet 1 
plainly ſee that it hath- wrought like a Mole 
under ground for a long time; .aod that it bath 
eaten into our Bowels, and will ſoon come to 
the vital Parts of the Proteſtant Religion, and 
doſtroy it too, - if gteaz: care be nat. taken, 
D 3 and 
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akd” that” ſpeedily. ''-1 hear ſome ſay, that our 
cares are needleſs at this time, becauſe the King 
may oat-live the Duke, which is-as'much as to 
ſay, there-is no 'need of Laws againſt Popery, 
until we ſee whether we ſhall have occaſion to 
make uſe of them or no. But they do not tell 
us, how we ſhould be ſure then to obtain them. 
I'muſt confeſs, ſuch-arguments are fo far from 
weighing with me,as that they increaſe my fears, 
becauſe it diſcovers a ſtrange eaſjie, carcleſs, in- 
different humour amongſt us Proteſtants. Muſt 
our Lives, Liberties, and Religion depend upon 
may-bees ? I hope it is not come to that yer, I 
am ſure, it will not conſiſt with the Prudence 
of- this Aſſembly to leave it ſo, but rather tq 
endeavour to ſettle! this matter upon ſuch a 
Foundation, as may (with as much probability 
as humane things are capable of ) ſecure us. I 
am' of: opinion that ſuch an Engine may be con- 
trived/as ſhould give ſuch a whirle to the Po- 
piſh-Intereſt, as that it ſhould never riſe up a- 
gainft us again, I know of no diffiicalty but the 
fartie which hapned to Archimedes, where to fix it. 
And 1 amnot altogether at a lofs for that neither, 
for ſo long as we have a good King, I will 
not" deſpair. And, Sir, I cannot fear any of 
thoſe things that are objected againſt this B11l, 
that it is againſt Law, and therefore will occa- 
fion. a Civil War ; - for my part, I will never fear 
a Civil War in favour of Idolatry, eſpecially whes 
we have gotten a Law' on our ſide to defend our Relie 
£:0a. \ Therefore | moye you that the Bill may be 
brought in; !' 'g37 

Mr. Speaker, - | | 

Sir 7.P, Sir,1 have read in Scripture of ove max 
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np for a Nation, but never of three Nations 

ng for one man ;, which is like to be our caſe. 
There hath been already ſo much ſaid on this 
matter, and the reaſons that have been given 
for the bringing in of the Bull are fo plain, thar 
E ſhould not have troubled you to haye ſaid any 
thing aboug it, but that I knew not how to haye 
anſwered it to that great City for which l ſerve, 
not to have appearcd in this buſineſs, in which 
the Proteſtant Religion is ſo much concern'd. 
But, Sir, being I am up, I will beg leave to. ac- 
quaint you, that I have been lately in company 
with a great 'many Perſons, where I have heard 
the Duke cryed up, and the King ſo ſlighted, 
that I muſt confeſs they made me afraid, they 
had thoughts of afting over here what was lately 
done in Portygal. Believe it, Sir, many are ve- 
ry induſtrious tomake an Intereſt for the Duke; 
if we ſhould not uſe our endeavours to keep up 
the King's Intereſt, and that of the Prote- 
ſtant Religion, I am afraid they will be-in- 
couraged to embroile us in blood before we are 
aware of it. I have no patience £0 think of ſit- 
ting ſtill, while my Throat is a cutting, and 
therefore I pray, Sir, let us endeavour to have 
Laws that may enable us to defend our ſelves; 
And I know not, how we can have any that are 
like to prove effteCtual, without this for exclu- 
ding Fames Duke of Tork; and thereforeI humb- 
ly move it may be brought in, 4 

Mr, Speaker, 

E. S, Sir, I have by many years experience 
obſerved, that it is very agreeable to the Cu- 
ſtom, Prudence, and Juſtice of this Houſe, to 
debate all things very well before a queiton is 

D 4 put, 
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put; but eſpecially of great importance. It hath 
formerly been thought a great thing, and hard 
to be' born by ſome Princes, that any thing re- 
lating to the Prerogative of the Crown, ſhould 
be debated any where but in their Privy Conn- 
cil, and I have obſerved that former Parlia- 
ments have done it with a great deal of tender- 
neſs. And if ſo, well may a Bill that tends'to 
the alteration of - the Succeſſion pretend to 
the right of having a full and fair Debate,which 
hope, this Solemn Aſſembly will not deny. 
Many being to take their Reſolutions from 1t 
In as great a point as ever was debated in a Houſe 
of + Commons, for which we ſhall be anſwerable 
to our-own Conſciences, as well as to our King 
and Country. Ir is theſe great Conſiderations 
make” me trouble you at this time, otherwiſe 
I might happily have been ſilent, becauſe I am 
one of thoſe that have been ſhot at by Wind- 
Guns,which have prejudiced my Reputation,and 
therefore until I ſhould have had an opportuni- 
ty to vindicate my ſelf, and to ſhew that 1 am 
an Enemy both to-Popery andArbitraryGovern- 
ment ; 1 was more iticlined to have” been ſilent, 
and ſhovld nat have troubled you; if the Na- 
ture of this Buſinefs had not laid on me a more 
than ordinary Corfpulſion, 1 do not doubt bur 
every one that Sits here, is willing to take no- 
tice of what” Argutnents may be - offer*d pro 
or con, it being the only way" te paſs a Right. 
Judgment in this matter, which. is very nece(- 
fary, becauſe what Reſolution [you may take 
vpon this Debate, will be examin*d not only 
within his Majeſties Dominions,but by moſt Prin- 
ces and Polititians- in Exrope, - And therefore 

i, | that 
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that you ground your Reſolution on ſuch ſolid 
Reaſon, that mw endure the. Teſt of a Plenary 
Examination, will be very nedeſlary for the ſe- 
curing the Credit of this Houſe, of which 1 kiow 
you are very tender. | 
'Sir, I muſt confels I am very much againſt the 
bringiog in of this Bill, for | think it a very-un- 
fortunate thing, that whereas his Majcſty hath 
prohibited but one thing only, that we ſhould 
ſo ſoon fall .upon it. 1 do not ſee there is any 
cauſe, why we ſhould fear Popery ſo much, as 
to.make us run into ſuch an extream. We are 
aſſured there can be no danger during his Ma- 
jeſties Life, ſo upon an 'impartial examina- 
Lion, We ſhall find there can be no great reaſon 
10 fear it after his Death, though the Duke 
ſhould out-live and ſucceed_him, and be. of 
that Religion. "Have we not 'had great expe- 
rience of his love. for this Nation, hath he 
not always ſquared his aCtions by the exacteſt 
rules of Juſtice and Moderation ? Is there not 
a poſlibility of being of the Church, and not 
of the Court of Rome ? hath he not bred up his 
Children in the Proteſtant Religion ; and ſhew- 
ed. a great reſpeCt for all Perſans of that pro- 
feſſion ? would 1t not be a dangerous thing for 
him ( | mean inpoint of Intereſt ) to offer at 
any ſuch alteration of the Religion eſtabliſhr 
by Law f can any Man imagin that it can be at- 
tempted withqut: great hazard of utterly de- 
ſtroying both- himſelf and his Family ? And 
can fo indiſcreet an attempt be expected from a 
- Prince, ſo abounding in Prudence and Wiſdom'? 
But though we ſhould reſolve to have no mode- 
Tation in our - proceedings againſt Papiſts, yet 
f I hope 
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1 hope we ſhall have ſome for our ſelves. It 
cannot be imagined that ſuch a Zaw will bind 
all here in - England, any in Scotland, and it is 
diſþyted whether it will be binding in Ireland, 
ſo that in probability it will not only divide us a- 
mongſt our ſelves, but the three Kingdoms 
one from the other, and -occaſion a miſerable 
Civil War. For it cannot be imagined, that 
the Duke will ſubmit to it. And to diſinherit 
him for his Religion, is not only. to act accor- 
ding to the Popiſh Principles, but to give cauſe 
for a War with all the Cathclick Prirces in 
Ewope ;, and that muſt occaſion a ſtanding Ar- 
my, from whom there will be more danger 
of Popery and Arbitrary Government, than 
fram a Popiſh Succeſſor, -ar a: Popiſh King, 
Sir, it is very agreeable to the weight of the 
Matter and the /nſual proceedings of this Houſe, 
that this buſineſs ſhould be fully debated, and 
therefore I humbly move you' it may be in a 
Committee. | | 

Sir R. G, made a long Diſcourſe, ſhewing the 
Dangers and Miſeries of a Civil War, by a large 
account of thoſe: between York and Lancaſter, 
T bat this. Bill if it ſhould paſs would lay a foun- 
dation for ſuch another. That it would not be 
binding either. to Scorlarid of* Ireland, and fo 
conſequently occaſion -a Diviſion between the 
three Kingdoms, which had formerly beeay the 
occaſion of Wars and Miſeries, as well as our 
own Diviſions amongſt our ſelyes. Then gave 
an Hiſtorical account, to make out ' how fatal 
[Diviſions had proved to other Nations, and in- 
ſtanced in T heodoſus, and others. That he thought 


it abſolutely neceſſary, if this Bill muſt / be 
| brought 
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brought in, to preyent a Civil War, that the 
Succeſſour ſhould be named, which would need a 
great deal of conſideration 3 and if to debate 
buſineſs of ſmaller importance, it is uſyal for the 
Houſe to reſolve it ſelf into a Committee, how 
could it be anſwered that it ſhould not be done in 
a buſineſs of ſo great importance, that ſo Expee 
dients might be offered and debated with more 
freedom and fatisfaCtion than it was poſlible they 
could bein the Houſe. 
Mr, Speaker, 

Sir W. P. Sir, I am of opinion that Expedi- 
ents in Politicks are like Mountebank; tricks in Phy- 
ſick, ; as the one does ſcldom good to Bodies 
Natural, ſo not the other to Bodies Politick. 
Government is a weighty thing, and cannot be 
ſupported nor preſerved but by ſuch Pillars as 
have neither flaws nor cracks, and placed on a 
ſure Foundation. And I am afraid that all Ex- 
pedients will be found to have far different 
Qualifcations.. I cannot foreſee how the ex- 
cluding of one Perſon who hath a right to the 
Succeſſion dependiag upon Contingencies, upon 
ſuch an account as this is, ſhould occaſion a 
Civil War, but rather do think there is a great 
deal more danger, +not only of a Civil War, but 
of our Religion and Liberty too, if we ſhould 
not do it, and ſo have a Popiſh King. For 1- 
do believe that ſuch a King would ſoon have a 
Popiſh Council. For if there-beeleven to ſeven 
now for the intereſt of a PopiſkSucceſlour, what 
may you nor. expect when you have a Popiſh 
King * And fhou/d you not then ſoon have Popifh 
Fudzes, Fuſtices, Deputy- Lieutenants, Commandevs 
at Sea and Land, nay, and Popiſh Biſhops too, . For 
: if 
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if there be-none | put into any of theſe places now, 
that are for atting. againſt a Popiſh Succeſſour, well 
we expet+ that none ſhall be put in then, but 
what are for « Popiſh King. And therefore I am 
aſtoniſht to hear any Man that pretends to be a 
Proteſtant, argue, that in ſuch a Caſe we need 
not fear Popery ; for it is indeed to argue for 
Popery, and muſt proceed from an opinion that 
the Proteſtant Intereſt is very low, and not able 
to bear up longer againft Popery, or elſe that 
Proteſtants are very credulous and inconfiderate, 
and may be brought to deſtroy themſclves with 
their own hands. Muſt our Religion and Liber- 
ty have no Security but what depends on the 
Vertues and goodneſs of a Prince, who will be in 
ſubjection to. the Pope, and probably influenced 
by none but Jeſuits and ſuch Creatures ? will it 
ſeem ſtrange that ſuch a Prince ſhould compoſe 
his Privy Council of Perſons inclined to that 
Religion, or that he ſhould employ any others 
.aS Judges, Juſtices, Sherifts, or Commanders in 
any place of Truſt either at Land or Sea ?* And 
can we think that by the many endeavours which 
will be uſed, that the Common People will not 
be debauched, and either be. miſled, or made 
indifferent in a little while e Is it not in the 
power of the King to nominate his Counſellors, 
Judges, Sheriffs, Commandersat-Sea and Land, 
And can it be imagined that he will not take care 
to nominate ſuch-as ſhall be for his turn ? Cer- 
tainly, Sir, no mancan imagin that the Prote- 
ſtant Religion can long be preſerved under ſuch 
\a King, but ſuch as cannot or will - riot ſee at a 
.diſtance what. a change ſuch a-. Scheme of Go- 


yerament will ſoon produce, and how likely it 
is 
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is that it will be ſet up and practiſed, ifever we 
ſhould have a Popiſh King. And-as I do think- 
that our Religion can never be ſecured withour 

this Bill, ſo 1 do not fear that it will occaſion any 
Civil War, or any Diviſion between this King- 
dom, Scotland or Ireland; but rather I believe 
it will be a means to reconcile the Proteſtantin- 
tereſt, and to ſettle the Government upon ſuch 
a Bottom as will prove invincible. In Scotland 
the major part of the People liate Popery as 
well as we, andſo do the Proteſtants in Ireland ; 
and therefore certainly it will be their Intereſt to 
join with us againſt a Common Enemy, and not 
to divide. And whereas it hath been ſuggeſted, 
that this Bill will ingage usin a War againſt all 
Catholick Princes, I look upon it as a Bugbear, 
and do believe that we ſhall gain many Friends by 


+ being, ſetled as we may by having this Bill, be- 


cauſe then we may be formidable to our Enemies, and 
ſerviceable to our Allyes, but never without it. 
And, Sir, this 55 not to diſinherit a man for his Re- 


' ligion, but becauſe he hath rendred himſelf unca- 


pable to govern us, according to our. Laws, which 
whether t proceed from his Religion, or any thing 
elſe, is all one to us, His being uncapable is the 
ground for our Proceedings, having no other 
way to preſerve our ſelves. Upon the whole 
matter I do conclude, that a Popiſh King and 
a Proteſtant Religion are irreconcileable, and 
have no reaſon to fear a Civil War, ſo long as 
we have a Law for our defence, and a Proteſtant 
King to head us, which we cannot expect with- 
out paſling ſome ſuch Bill as this under debate. 


| And therefore I humbly move you it may be 


brought in, 
Mr. 
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: D. F, Mr. Speaker, Sir,the buſineſs you are deha- 
ting is of {0 higha nature, thatI cannot tell how 
to ſpeak to it without fear atid trembling. Togo 
about to alter the Succeſſion of. the Crown, muſt 
be of great conicernment to all Engliſh men, and 
therefore ought to be conſidered with a great 
deal of deliberation, for which the Juſtice, 
Prudence, and Uſage of this Honſe calls a- 
loud, 'there never having been any buſineſs de- 
bated in this Houſe, in which ſo much care was 
required. Sir, I am unſatisfied with my ſelf, 
how we catt in Jaſtice paſs any ſach Bill as is 
__ For I never heard of any Law, which 
ade an Opinion in Religion a Cauſe to be diſ- 
polleſt of right ; in former times it was not ſo, 
though there were Princes and Emperors that 
were Apoſtates. And Queen Ekzaberh would 


not allow of putting any fuch thing in pradtice, 


but rather choſe to proceed againſt Mary"Queen 
of Scots according to the ſettled Laws of the Na- 
tion. This Nation hath been fo unfortunate as 


to-cut off one King already, let us have a care 


how we cut off the right of another There is 
4 poſlibility chat che Duke may retarn 'to the 
Proteſtant Religion, let vs not exclude him from 
ſuch temptations as may be convenient to reduce 
him. But whatever ſhoukd be your reſolntionat 
laſt, I humbly conceive there can be no reaſon 
given, why a buſineſs of this weight ſhould not 
be debated ina Committee, befbre you Vote the 
bringing in'of the Bill, that ſo the Validity of 
ſach other Expedients as may be propoſed, may 
be.examin'd, and the reaſons for and againſt this 
Bill be digeſted as they ought to be. How ſhall 


we otherwiſe anſwer it to his Majeſty, who hath 
| offered 
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offered you every thing but this ? If there were 
a motion made for a Bill to give Money, would: 
i£ not probably be debated in a Committee; by: 
this Bill we are going Lo give away the right of 
a Crown, which I take to be more than Money, 
and therefore I humbly move you that it may be. 
further debated in a Committee, 
Mr. Speaker, 

H. B. Have not the Papiſts always proceeded: 
againſt the Proteſtanis with a 'barbaricy ſor- . 
mounting the worſt of Heathens, and muſt | we 
be ſo mighty careful how we: proceed 10: hin 
der then irom ruling over us, as that we m 
ftumbie at every Siraw, and be afraid of 
Buſh, A man that is in a Houſe that is on 
Fire, w:ll leap out at a Window rather than 
be burnt. 1 do admire how any perſon, that 
doth know with what Treachery and Inhumanity 
the Papiſts behaved themſelves in the Maſlacres 
of Piedmont, Paris, and: ireland, their Cruettixes 
in Queen Marys days, lately' on Sir Edmondbary 
Godfrey, and what they had deſigned againſt the 
King, and all of us, can efter any thing to delay, 
much more $0 hinder, what is fo preciſely ne- 
ceſlary for the good of the King and Kingdom ; 
eſpecially ſeeing in this we thall do nothing, bur 
what may be juſtified by many Laws and: Prefi- 
dents: And if there were none, of which 1 
know there are a great many that are liable to 
no objection, yet | take it, That the Law of Na- 
ture,” and ſelf preſervation would afford us ſufficient 
Arguments, | think the Sun 1s not more yiſible 
at noon-day, than that the Papiits have a deſign 
to extirpate our Religion, and that they have 
done great things in order thereto, cyen _ 
while 
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while we live under the Government of a Pro-: 


teſtant King, by ſome inviſible, Power that hath 
ſtrangely acted irs part in favour. of that Inte- 
reſt, in all our Councils and Reſolutions in Af- 
fairs of greateſt-Importance ; and it is as plain 
that this 1s ſo;becanſe'there is a Popiſh Succeſlor, 
and that their Intereſt will never decline as long 
as there is ſuch a Succeſſor, and the hopes of 
a Popiſh King. . And now that by the watchful 
Providence of God;theſe things have been made 
fo:plain to vs, is it not ſtrange that any Man 
oe go abourto- perſwade us to be ſo neglect- 

and inconfiderate, as to fit ſtill and look on, 
while the Papiſts are putting their Chains abour 
our Arms, and Ropes about our Necks, which 
muſt be the conſequence of permitting a Popiſh 
King to aſcend the Throne, agaiaſt which there 
can be no Law to ſecure us but this. In Edward the 
Sixth, and Queen Mary, and Queen El:zaberh's 
days, was not the Religion of the Prince the 
Religion of the Nation ? did not moſt of the Pri- 
vy. Counſellors and great Miniſters of State, and 
ſome Biſhops too,: change with the times ? Is it 
not cuſtomary for great Men to inſinuate and flat- 
ter their- Princes, by being of th&tr Religion ? 
On what muſt. we ground our hopes'of Securi- 
ty, in fuch aCaſe? On nothing, Sir, but on 
a Civil War, which ſuchaPrince muſt certainly 
occaſion. But Ido not fear it from this Bill, 
but rather think it the only way to prevear it, 
not doubting but that there will be People enough that 
will gzve obedience to it, ſufficient to execute the 
Law on ſuch as may be refrattory, if any, which 
canonly be Papiſts and ſuch as may be Popiſhly af- 
fetted, The objections as4to a Civil War, and 
diſobed- 
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diſobedience to this Law, may as well be made 
againſt any other ſevere | Law that we may at- 
cempt to make againſt Papilts;and muſt we Thers- 
fore let themvall alone ? 1 hope we ſhall not be ſo 
inconſiderate, but as we have diſcovered thar 
their Weapoas are near our Throats, ſo that we 
ſhall not acquielce in any thing leſs than what 
may ſecure us, that ſo if poflible, we may. nor fall 
into the hands of ſuch a bloody mercilefs peo- 
ple, which-.muſt infallibly be the conſequence of 
having a Popiſh King. | | wh 

« And, Sir; as we have much to ſay for the ha- 
ving of this Bill, ſo for not having our time loſt 
by going into a-Commitrtee at this time about 
it, When the Bill is brought in, there will be 


. time enough to hear of other Expedients, if any 


Member will then ofter any, of which they «will 
now have time to conſider, that ſo they may be 
oftcred particularly,and not only in general. For 
it doth not conliſt with the gravity of the Houſe, 
that they ſhould be pur out of their Method they 
are molt inclincd to, without good cauſe. I am 
afraid thcre can be no Expedicnts offered in this 
caſe, that can be ſuſhicient, unleſs ſuch as. may 
ſhake the Throne as to all future Kings. And 
I hope we ſhall be cautions how we enter into 
any ſuch Debate; for if you ſhould, yon may 
be ſure your Enemies will take advantage there- 
of. And therefore | am rather tor the Bill. 
Mr. Speaker, 

F.T. Sir, have not Popiſh Kings, as well in 
other Countries as here, always brought in 
a Popiſh Religion? and have we any reaſon to 
ſuppoſe the like will not happen here, if ever 
we ſhould have a King of that Religion? Have 
We 
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we nok undeniable proof,that the great thing de- 
ſigned,'/by endeavouring at a Popiſh King, is the 
rooting, ont of- Hereſie out of theſe three Nations 
and is not Rome and Franceingaged to give their 
aſſiſtance therein, as well as great parties at 
home, not only of profeſt Papiſts, but of ſome 
who profeſs themſelves Proteſtants, but are ſo but 
in Maſquerade ? And do they not ſay that they 
have fo clenched and rivetted their Intereſt, as 
that God nor Man cannot prevent their accom- 
pliſhing their deſign ? And ſhall we be ſo indiſ- 
creet as to let itcreep on thus upon us, and not 
endeayour te remedy our ſelyes? Letit be never 
ſaid: of this Houſe of Commons, that they were 
ſo ſtupified or negligent of their duty to their 
Country, or ſo indifferent in thetr Religion, or 
Prefervation of their Liberties, as to forget ſo 
great a concern, If when we have done what we 
can, we ſhould be conquer'd by force, or decei- 
ved by ſuch little arts and tricks as may be 
uſed, a patient Submiſſion to Gods Providence 
muſt follow. But to be the occaſion of our 
own deſtruftion, | by being ſupine and inconſi- 
derate, will gever be anſwered to Poſterity. 

He then juſtified the Legality of the Bill, 
. bya long Catalogue of Preſidents, making 
out, that the Succeſſion of the Crown had 
been oftentimes altered by Act of Parlia- 
ment upon leſs occaſions than this, and 
concluded with a motion for bringing in 

of the Bill. ” 
Reſolved, That a Bill be breught in to diſ- 
able the Duke of York, to inherit the Impe- 
rial Crown of this Realm. 


The 
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The ath of November, 1680. 


A Bill to diſable James Duke of York to Inhe- 
rit the Imperial Crown of England and 
Ireland, andthe Dominions thereto belonging, was 


read the Sf time. 
Mr. Speaker, | 
Sir, L. F. Sir, I have ſpent much of mytime in 
ſtudying the Laws of this Land, and 1 prerend 
to know ſomething of the Laws of Forreigh 
Countries, as 'well as of our own. And I 
have vpon this occaſion well confidered of them, 
bat cannot find how we can juſtifie the paſſing 
of this BNll, rather much againſt it. 
Firſt, | think it 1s contrary to natural Jnſtice, 
that we ſhonld proceed to Condemnation, not 
only before Conviction, but before we have 
heard the Party, or Examined any Witneſſes 
about him, I am ſure none in his def:nce. And 
to do this, by making a new Law of purpoſe, 
when you have old Laws in being, that have 
pointed a Puniſhment to his Crime, . I hum- 
bly conceive is very ſevere, and contrary to the 
uſual proceedings of this Houſe, and the Birth- 
right of every Eogliſh-man. 
Secondly, I think it is contrary to the Prin- 
ciptes of our Religion, that we ſhould difpoſ- 
S 2 man of his right, becauſe he diff-rs'in point 
of Faith. For it is not agreed by all, thar 
Dominton 1s fonnded in grace. For my part 
I think there is more of Popery in thts Bill, 
then there can poſlibly be in the Nation withour 
E 2 5 
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it; for none but Papiſt; andFifth- Monarcby-men, 
did-ever-go' about-to diſ-inheric men- for their 
Religion. 

Thirdly, Iam of Opinion that. the Xngs of 
England have their Right from God alone, and 
that not no Power on Earth candeprive them of 
it. And I hope this Houſe will not attempt 
ro-doany thing, which is ſo preciſely contra- 
ry not only to the Law of God, but the Law 
of the Land too. For if this Bill ſhould paſs, 
it would change. the Eſſence of the Monarchy, 
and make the Crown, Elective. For by the ſame 
reaſon that this Parliament may diſinherit this 
Prince for his Religion, other. Parliaments may 
dilinherit another, upon ſome other pretence 
which, they. may ſuggeſt, and fo conſequently 
by ſuch Excluſions. elect whom they pleale. 

Fourthly,, .It..js,, againſt the .. Oath of Alle- 
glance, - taken, A POR. Scaſe, , iithork Feſmuiti- 
cal evaſions., For by gding all Perſons to the 
King, his Heirs and. Suecellours,, . the Duke as 
preſumptive Heir ,muſt, be underſtood. - And 1 
am of opinion, :it, cannot be diſpenſed withal. 
Sir, I will be very.:cautious how I diſpute the 
Power of Parliaments. I know the Legiſlative 
Power 1s very greats and it ought to be ſo. 
Bur yet | amof opinion, that Parliaments can- 
not difinherit the Helr of the Crown, and that 
if ſuch an Act ſhould paſs, it would be invalid 
in it ſelf, And therefore I hope it will not ſeem 
ſtrange, that I ſhould offer my judgment againſt 
this Bill, while it is in debate, in which [I 
think I do that: which is my duty as a Member 
of this Houſe. 


Henry 
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Henry the-Fourth of France was a Proteſtant - 
his people moſt Papilts, who uſed ſome endea; 
vours to prevent his Coming to the Crown; but. : 
when they found they were not. like to:perfett 
their Deſign without occaſioning a Civil. War, , 
they deliſted,. concluding that a Civil. War: 
would probably bring on them more miſery, | 
than a King of a. different Religion, and there- 
fore ſubmitted. Sir, I hope we ſhall not permir.. 
our Paſlion to guide us inſtead of Reaſon, and 
therefore I humbly move you to throw out the. 
Bill. | 

Mr. Speaker, 9 +3 

R, 24, Sir,. the Honourable Member that. 
ſpoke laſt, may underſtand very. much of the: 
Laws of other Countries, and Foreign Afairs, 
but I am apt to think not much of the Laws 
of this Nation, or elſe he would not argue that 
this is a Popiſh Bill, when it is the only thing 
that can ſave this King and Kingdom, aftid- the 
Proteſtant Religion, which I hope will never 
come to that extremity as to need any thing 
that is Popiſh to ſave it. For: my part L am {6 
far from thinking that this Bill is ſo unanſwera- 
ble as hath been argued, that I think this Hquſc 
of Commons will get as much Credit by pailing 
of this Bill, as that in 1660 did. by paſling,,that 
which brought home the King.. For as the one 
reſtored him, ſq the other may preſerve bim, and .u0- 
thing leſs. And therefore 1 think, Sir, you ought 
not todelay the giving it a ſecond reading, bur 
appoint a ſpeedy day for it, 

.,, Mr. Speaker, | 

F. H. Sir, I do not underſtand how it can 

be, conſtrued, becauſe we : ga; about to diſinhe- 
E 3 rit 
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rit the Duke, that therefore it muſt be for his 
Religion. For my part 1 do approve of the Bill, 
but'tit is - becauſe the Opinions and Principles 
of the'Papiſts tend to the alteration of the 
Government, and Religion of this Nation, 
and the introducing, inſtead thereof, Superſti- 
tion and Idolatry, and a Foreign and Arbitra- 
ry Power. If it were not for that, I am apt 
to think the Duke's being a Papift would not 
be thonght a ſafhictent Cauſe for this' Houſe to 
ſpend time about this Bill. And I cannot ſee 
the danger of reducing the Government to be 
Eleftive by it ; for why ſhould we prefume that 
any thing, but the like Cauſe, ſhould have the 
like Effet ? Thongh the Succeſſion of the Crown 
hath been formerly often changed -by Afts of Par- 
liament, yet hitherto it hath not made the Crown 
Elettive, why muſt we fear it now ? Neither 
can | apprehend,' that the paſſing of this Bill 
15 contrary to Natural Juſtice ; becauſe we have 
not heard what the Duke hath to fay for him- 
ſelf. The Prefidents that might be offer'd to 
make out, that Parliaments have when they 
thought good condermd Perfons by Bill, are 
numerous, and without any hearing too. But 
if 'thzre were none, to doubt the Power 
of the Legiſlative- Authority of the Nation, in 
that or any other cafe, is to ſuppoſe ſuch a weak» 
neſs in our Government, fo itconſiſtent with 
the Prudence of onr Anceſtors and Common 
Reaſon, as cannot well be immagin'd, And1 do 
not think we are going about to do any ſuch 
ſtrange thing neither, but what would be done 
in other Countries upon the like occaſion ; but 
do believe, that if the Dolphin of France, of 
Infant 
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Iufam of Spain were Proteſtants, and had for 
near 20 years together endeavoured the ſet- 
ting up of another Intereft and Religion, 
contrary to the Intereſt of thoſe Kings and the 
Catholick Religion, eſpeciafly if ſuch endea- 
vours had been accompanied with ſuch Tucceſs 2s 
here, and thoſe Nations had been ſo often by 
ſuch means reduced fo near to Ruine as we have 
been, by Diviſions, I olerations, Burnings, Plots, 


' Sham Plots at home, and by Wars and Foreign 


Alliances over-ruled in their favour” abroad, 
but that they would have been more impatient 
than we have been for this Remedy, And for 
my own part, I cannot but admire more at the 
long delay there hath been in ſeeking out a 
Remedy againſt this great Evil, than atour of- 
fering at this Bill. For notwithſtanding what 
hath been ſaid, I cannot think our danger fo 
remote or uncertain, as ſorne would ſuppoſe it. 
Can the King be ſoft as long as the Papiſts know þ. 
that there is nothing but his Life ſtands in their 
way, of having a Ring to: their mind, which is 
the only thing they want to go on with their De- 
ſfiens, and to accompliſh therr Expettations 3 Will 
it then be an eaſy thing to withſtand- ſuch an 
iaraged barbarous heaps The more falfe and 
unreaſonable their Religion is, the more cruelty 
will be neceſſary to Eſtabliſhic, Can it be ima- 
gin'd we ſhall not Pay teverely, for having 
ſhed ſo much blood of their- Martyry as they 


call them, and far having, enjoyed their Holy 
Chureh-Land ſo lang, or-that they will not do 
all that they ſhall think neceſſary to' ſecure an 
entire and quiet Poſleſitog, to themſelves? For 
my own part, I cannot imagin that the Pride 
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of. thoſe Church-men will be ſatisfied with a: 
ny.thing leſs than an. utter Ruin-and extirpa- 
tion 'of us and our Poſterities. And I think 
that nothing can ſave us bur this Excluſion Bill, 
and thereby 1 humbly move you io appoint a 
ſpeedy day for a ſecond reading. 


Reſ6tved, That the ſaid Bill be read a ſecond 
time, on Saturday Morning at Ten of the 
Clock, 


Lt le er te et II” 


_ —__ on” 7 


| The 6th. of November, x 680. 


: A Bill to diſable James Duke of York to In- 
"berit the Imperial Crown of England and 
Ireland; was read Mi ſecond time. | 
Sir 8.7, Made feveral objections againſt the 
Tenour; of the Bill, as not anſwering the in- 
tention of the Houſe, ſhewing how, (if not al- 
tered). it would occaſion an interregyum, and 
that the Clauſe for limitting the Excluſion to 
the Perſon of the Dake only, was not well 
drawn. "Dna: bias 
Mr. Speaker, © 
' . Sir L.F. In my humble opinion, the Body and 
whole Tenour of this Bill carrieth with ir a great 
reflection on the whole Engliſh Nation. For to 
ſuppoſe that one perſons able to turn us about 
to Popery , is to ſuppoſe that we are either 
very imprudent, or irreſolute, or that we have 
no great love, but are rather very indifferent 
in our Religion. And if we may thus diſin- 
herit the preſumptive Heir, not only the Royal 
oe SoiaN '- *Family, 
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Family, but the whole Nation, will be ſubject 
by ſuch a preſident to many - inconveniences. 
For by the ſame reaſons the hke may be done 
hereafter upon any other* pretence. 'For, vir, 
though we know that this Houſe is compoſed 
of Perſons that have a great veneration for 
the Royal Family, yet we know not what may 
happen hereafter ; but if ſome ſuch Bill as this 
muſt paſs,” I humbly conceive there is a great 
neceſſity of naming a Succeſſor, and not leave 
that in diſpute, leaſt an mterre2mam or Civil 
War happen thereupon. 

Mr. Speaker, 

H. B. Sir, becauſe I am of opinion that no- 
thing can at this time be ſo prejudicial to the 
Proteſtant Intereſt, as to be ata ſtand, or go 
backward with this Bill, therefore I ſhould be 
ſorry to ſee that we ſhould enter upon any De- 
bate of clogging it with any thing that may oc- 
caſion any delay. Theremay be more &difficul- 
ty in agreeing about the Proviſo's and Decla- 
rations that will be neceſlary in naming a Suc- 
cellour, than to agree about the Bill ic ſelf, 
And we cannot make the Law plainer than it is 
in that caſe, We intend by this Bill nothing 
but an Excluſiqn of Fames Duke of York, as the 
only expedient that can help us in the Exigency 
the Nation lies under, and it being intended on- 
ly as an Expedient in reference to him only, and 
that the Bill ſhall have nothing in it that can re- 
late to or prejudice the next of Kin, I do not 
ſee how there ariſeth from that any difficulty 
more than there was before as to:the Succeſſion. 
And therefore, Sir;«-let 'us not*confound the 
Bill with needleſs Additions. I confeſs, Sir, L 
am 
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am one of thoſe that am in paia until this Bill 
be paſt. For the King hath his Breath in his no- 
ſtrils as well as other men, and although we 
have all much reaſon to pray for his long life, 
ſo to fear it too: And nothing can tend ſo 
much to the ſecuring of his life, as the paſſing 
of this Bill; nor ours after his. For how ſhall 
we be able to defend our ſelves againſt Popery * 
without it ? Therefore humbly move you that 
we may not ſpend our time about any ſuch Ad- 
ditions, but commit the Bill, 
Mr. Speaker, 

D.F. Sir, I havealready given you many 
Reaſons againſt the Bill it ſelf, but more do of- 
fer from the wording of it; the Excluding the 
Duke will not give a Right to the next Heir to 
take poſſeſſion of the Crown ' while the Duke is 
living, and therefore unleſs you name a Succeſ- 
ſour, it will either prove ineffectual, or cauſc 
a great diſturbance in the Nation by an Jrter- 
regnum, And, Sir, as this part of the Bill is too 
weak, ſo the other 1s too ſtrong: For as it is 
now penn'd, it may probably Exclude all the 
Duke's Children, at leaſtwife leave it ſo, as that 
it may prove a great Queſtion, which I ſuppoſe 
you do not intend. + Then he ſtated ſeveral Ca- 
ſes in Law, to prove what he had ſaid; and 
concluded that ic was in order to have it further 
conſidered at a Committee. 

Mr. Speaker. 

S. T. Sir, | donot ſee how you can name a Suc- 
ceſlour, unlefs you can in the ſame ACt prohibic 
the Queen.from having of Children, the King 
from marrying again, the Duke from having 


of Sons, which would not be more prepoſte. 
rous, 
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rous, than the many Proviſo's which otherwiſe 
the Aft would require to fecore ſuck IHhe their 
Right, which wouid probably make the Reme- 
dy worſe than the Diſeaſe. And I think, Sir, 
that in a caſe of this importance you will be care- 
ful how you make Laws that ſhall be liable to fo 
many difficulties and diſputes. And therefore 
you had betrer rely on the old Laws you have, 
than make new ones to perplex the Caſe. And 
I do not fee how the excluding of the Duke only, 
can any way infect the Right which his Children 
may have to the Succeſſion. And therefore I 
think thereis no needof naming a Snecefſour, 
but let the Bill be committed, and toa Commit- 
tee of the whole Houſe, and there it may be fur- 
ther debated if neceflary, | 
Mr. Speaker, 

Sir R, H,. Sir, I tremble to to hear ſo much diſ- 
courſe about the King's death, and naming him 
a Succeſſour, certainly the Iike was never known 
in any former Age, but rather it was looked on 
as ſo:dangerous a thing to be diſcourfed of, as 
that none durſt attempt it, whatever the oc- 
cafion were. Queen Elizabeth concluded, that 
the naming of a Sueceſfour to the Crown, would 
be diggin# of a Grave for her ; and thereforeT 
hope we ſhall never go ſofar as to pnt it into an 
Act. I am for ſhewing a great reſpe&t for 
the Duke and his Children, but I think we are” 
firſt bound in Duty to the King, and therefore 
ought firſt to ſhew our Reſpects to him.” Some 
perſons, in my poor opinion, have ſhewed [0--much 
Zeal for the Duke's Intereſt, that [ am afraid they 
have forgot their Allegzance to rhe King, Carr he 
ever be fafe, as long as itis the intereſt of eve- 
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ry Papiſt in England to kill him ? which it will 
be, as long as there is hopes of a Papiſt to ſuc- 
ceed to the Throne. And therefore I think 
we. cannot anſwer the permitting of any delay 
in an Afﬀair of fo great importance, and | hum- 
bly. move you that the Bill may be committed, 
and that all may have Liberty to be concerned 
therein, In a Committee of the whole Houſe. 


Reſolved, That the Bill be committed toa Com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe, That it be an in- 
. «» ſtrultion to the ſaid Commutee, that the Ex- 
.._ Tluſion in the ſaid Bull do extendto the Perſon 

_ -.. of James Dake of York only, | 
.That this Houſe do reſolve into a' Committee of 
the whole Houſe on Monday, morning next, 
at ten of the Clock, to proceed tothe C onſt- 

deration.of the ſaid Bull, . 


The 8th of November. 


"THE Houſe then reſolved into a Commit- 
'L- tee of the whole Houſe, to proceed in 
the Conſideration of the Bill, to. diſable James 
Duke of York to inherit the Imperial Crowns 
of England and Jreland, and the Dominions and 
Territories thereto belonging ; and. after many 
Debates about ſeveral Amendments, and Clau- 
ſes to be added, the Bill was, agreed, and. re- 
ported to the Houle. | 


"-Reſolved, That the. ſaid Bill with the ſeveral 
Clauſes and Amenaments be | engroſſeu. 


The 


The Ninth of $6246 1680. 


\ Petition froin the Bailifis, Wardens, and 
m——_— þ » rhe CY Raney y of Silk. Wea- 
vers, was 


\M.. b 
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7, B. Sir, chis Petition branches it ſelf firſt 
agaiult the Bill 1 that 1s here afoot, for wearing of 
Wooler, : ſ>condiy, againlt the [mportation of 
Foreign Silks from France , and thirdly, againſt 
the E4/t-/ndia Company. . As_to the two firſt 
Particulars,l ſhall delire leave to ſpeak my mind, 

' when the Bulincſs comes to be debated in the 
Committee to which you may think goqd to re- 
fer it : but as tothe third Branch, againſt the 

Eaſt-India Company,l deſire to be heard a little at 
this time: For, Sir, it will be in vain for youto 
ſpend your time in end: avouring to raiſe the 
price of Wool, orto advantage. the Trade of the 
Nation any way, unleſs you do 1n the firſt place 
make ſome Regulation for the Eaſt. India Trade. 
For not only the S:/k Weavers, but moſt of the 
other Trades of this Nation, are prejudiced by 
the Conſumption of Goods manufac! ured 1a the 
Eaſt- Ind;a, and brought hither : For great ma- 
ny of thei are not only {ſpent here inſtead of 
our own Manufacturies, but abroad in other 
Parts to which we {end them. They do us the 
ſame prejudice, which mult in the end be the de- 
ſtruftion of our Manufattury Trade both at 
home and abroad, if not looked after ; and the 
more likely, becauſe the Peoplc in the India are 


ſuch 
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ſuch Slaves as to work for leſs than aPenny a day, 


whereas ours here will not work nnder a Shil- _ 


ling: and they have all Materials alſo very rea- 
ſonable, and are thereby enabled to make their 
» Goods ſo cheap, as it will be impoſlible for our 
People here to contend with them, And there- 
fore, becauſe the ſaid Trade hath abundantly in- 
creaſed of late years, that we may not enrich the 
Indians, and impoveriſh our own People, I hum- 
bly move you that this Petition may be referred 
- ſome Committee that may take particular care 
of it. 
Mr. Speaker, 
F. P. Sir, The Navigation to the Eaft- India 


being by the Induſtry of long Experience of. 


onr Sea-men rendred as ſafe and ſecure as to any 
Country adjacent, and the Trade increaſed to a 
reat proportion, by ſuch a dangerous way as 
the Exportation of ourBullion,and Importation 
of abundange of Manufattured Goods, and ſu- 
RT Commoditles, and carried on by a few 
en Incorporated, who have made it their Bulj- 
neſs, by all ways immaginable, to ſecure the Ad- 
vantages thereof to themſelves and their Poſte- 
rities, not permitting the People in general to 
come in for any ſhare; I humbly conceive it may 
not be unſeaſonable to give you a ſhort Scheme 
of that Trade, and to make ſome Remarks as 
well on the Trade, as preſent Management there- 
of ; it being ſerled in a Company, by vertue of a 
Charter granted 1657. and confirm?d by His 
Majefty ſoon after His Reſfauration. 
Sir, It is well known what Advantage re- 
dounds to this Nation by the Conſumption of our 


ManufaC(tures abroad and at home, and how 
our 
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our Forefathers:have always diſcouraged ſuch 
Trades as tended to the hinderance thereof. By 
the beſt Computation that can be made, we now 
ſpend in this Kingdom per Aznwm to the Value 
of 2 to 300000 [, worth of Goods manufactu- 
red in the Eaſt-India : What part thereof are 
ſpent inſtead of our Stuff, Serges,Cheyneys, and 
other Goods, I leave to every Mans Judgment, 
that hath obſerved how their Ferſtar Silks, Ben- 
galls, Printed and Painted Callicoes, and other 
forts, are uſed for Beds, Hanging of Rooms, and 
Veſtments of all ſorts. And theſe Goods from 
the /ndia do not only hinder the Expence of our 
Wollen Goods, by ſerving inſtead of them 
here, but alſo by hindring the Conſumption of 
them in other Parts too, to which we export 
them, and by obſtrufting the Expence of Linen 
and Silks, which we formerly. purchaſed from 
our Neighbour-Nations in return of our Manu- 
fatures. For when that. mutnal Conveniency of 
taking of their Goods in return of ours failed, it 
is found by experience that our Trade in our 
Manufactures is failed alſo: And, Sir, this is not 
only at, preſent a great but a growing hinde- 
rance to the Expence -of our Woollen Goods ; 
for, as it hath been obſerved to you, being the 
Indians do work for leſs than a Peny aday, and 
are not without Materials at cheap Rates, we 
may rather tremble to think, than eaſily calcy- 
late, what this Trade may in time amount to ; 
and may conchide, That it mult certainly end in 
employing and enriching the People in the /nars, 
ane impoveriſhing of our own. 

But, Sir, this is not all : This Trade is car-. 
ried on by the Exportation of 5-or 60cocol. per 

Annum 
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Anum in Bullion, which is ſo uſeful a Commo- 
dity, a50ught not to be exported in ſo great a 
Quantity), eſpecially ſeeing the Exportation 
thereof for this Trade hath increaſed in ſome 
years from 2C0000 l. per Annum to 6000001. per 
Annum ; For it may increaſe to Millions, to the 
diſcouragement of the exportation of the Pro- 
ducts of our Country, upon which the Mainte- 
nance of our Poor, and Rent of Land depends. 
Whereas by the exportation of ſo much Bul- 
lion, no immediate Advantage redounds to the 
Nation : and though it 1s uſually affirm*d, T hat 
the Trade brings back to the Nation as much 
Money as it exports, yet upon an inquiry it will 
be found a miſtake. And 1 think every Nation, 
but eſpecially this, (which is ſo well ſtored with 
other Commodities for Trade) ought to be ve- 
ry jealous of a Trade carried on by the Expor- 
tation of their Gold and Silver, and to be very 
careful how to allow it, it being dangerous to 
make that, which 1s The Standard of T rade, 
Merchandiſe it ſelf. 

And as theſe ObjeCtions ariſe againſt the 
Trade ir ſelf, fo there-are others againſt the 
preſent management, of which the People do 
complain as a great Grievance; and I humbly 
conceive, not without good cauſe. For the 
equal diſtribution of Liberties and Priviledges 
among the People, which is one of the Excel- 
lencies of the Government, is by this Company 
highly infringed, a very few of the People be- 
ing permitted to have any ſhare in this Trade, 
though it be now increaſed to near one quarter- 
part of the Trade of the Nation; the Company 


finding it more for their particular advantage 
£0 
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to take up from 6 to 700000 /. on a Common 
Seal, to carry on their Trade, than toenlarge 
their Srock ; therchy reaping to themſelves nor 
onely the. Gains which they make on their own 
Money, bur of the Treaſure of the Nation ; al- 
lowing to them that lend, 4 or. 5 per Cent. and 
dividing amongſt themſelves what they pleaſe, 
which now within theſe laſt 12 or 15 Months 
hath been 9o per Cerr. And upon an exact in- 
quiry it will be found, that this Stock is ſo in- 
groſled, that about ten or twelve Men have the 
abſolute management, and that about forty di- 
vide the major part of the Gains, which this laſt 
year hath been to ſome one Man 20, to others 
100900, /. a piece. So that here is thecertain ef- 
fet of a Monopoly, to enrich ſome few, and 
impoveriſh many. 

It's true, there is ſuch a thing as buying and 
ſelling of ſome ſmall Shares in the Stock ſome- 
times, if any Man will give 300 /. in Money for 
100.1. Stock; but this amounts to no more than 
the exchanging the intereſt of Fokr Doe for Tho. 
Rowe, and can be no ways ſerviceable to bring 
n more Stock or People into the Trade, and 
therefore not to ſatishe the Complaint of the 
Nation. | 

Sir, That you may the better apprehend how 
unreaſonable it 1s that this Great Trade ſhould 
be thus confin'd to the advantage of fo few Per- 
ſons, excluſive to all others, under the Penalty 
of Mulcts, Fines, Seilures, and other extraordi- 
nary Proceedings, | beleech yo, Sir, to caſt your 
thoughts on this great Body here by you; and 
the reſt of the Corporations of this Nation, who 
maſt live by Trade, and conſider how many thou- 
ſands, 
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ſands;.if not Millions; there are, whoſe Lot Pro- 
yideirce hath caſt on Trade for their Liveli- 
hoods; 'and then,l am apt to believe, it will ap- 
pear very ſtrangethat ſo great a Trade ſhould be 
ſalimited. It three ſuch Charters more ſhould 
be granted, what ſhould the major part of the 
People do for Maintenance ? Sir, the Birth-right 
of every Engliſhman is always tenderly conſide- 
red ir-this Place : By this Company the Birth- 
rightof many thouſands is prejudiced, and. may 
well deſerve a ſerions conſideration ; and there- 
fore, and becauſe this Company, by having the 
command of the Treafure of the Nation, cannot 
be controlled by any leſs Power than that of a 
Houſe 'of Commons, this Buſineſs comes, as I 
humblyTonceive; naturally before you. 

But, Sir, there is one thing more in the Ma+ 
nagement' of thigTrade worthy your Conſidera- 
tion; The greavdangerwhich may reſult,as well 
to Private Perſons 3s to the Publick,by taking up 
ſuch an nnmenfs Freafure on 'a Common Seal. 
Sir, we all know what hapned ſome years ſince 
by the Bankers taking up ſoch great Sums on 
their Private Seal, how it proved a temptation 
for: the committing of 'a great Violation on the 
Subjects Property, which in all probability pre- 
ceding/ Parhaments would have preventcd , if 
they had foreſeen ; though I hope there is no 
danger that the like will ever be done again ; 
yet, Sir, you may do well to ſecure it, either by 
making ſome Vote, if not a Law, to prevent it. 
And-I am the more forward to move you herein, 
becauſe'I have heard, finceI had the Honour to 


ſit within theſe Wall, that in the late Long Par- | 


liament there were Members who by Voting for 
| Money, 
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Money, got ſhares tothemfſelyos. I havye:a-good 
opinion of -theſe Gentlemen that at: preſent 
have the management”''of the. Trade, but it a 
few ſach perſons as I have -mention?d. ſhonld 
ſucceed them, 'with the fame' prividedge- ithat 
theſe - have, 'of traking+ vp what Money. they 
pleaſe on a Common Seal, --to what danger 
might the Treaſure of this Nation be reduced, 
and how might it not be: diſpoſed of, ; by Ji- 
vidents, -Loans or otherwaies. The taking up 
of ſo vaſt a Treaſure on a Common Seal, met 
be attended with great danger, and. therefore 
as well for that as for the other reaſons alledg- 
ed, I hope. you will take this Afﬀeair rats your 
ſpeedy conſideration, that ſo ſame Remedies 
may be _applyed hereto. | 
Mr. Speaker, 

W. L. Sir, by the accompt which hath been 
given you of whe Eaſt-1ndia Trade, 1 doubt got 
but you are ſenſible, how that it wil] 10 time 
Ruin a great part of the 'Trade of our Many- 
faCtures, it not prevented. The Exft- India Gom- 
pany have been very induſtrious to promote 
their own Trade, but therein-have given a great 


blow to the Trade of the Nation. The Indians 


knew little of dying Goods, or ordering - them 
ſo, asto be fit for our Exropean- Markets, un- 
til the Company ſent from hence Engliſh-men to 
teach them, which I am afraid this Nation will 
have cauſe to Repeat hereafter. For the cheap- 
neſs of Wages and Materials 1a the Jnaves, 
muſt enable the Indians to afford their Manu- 
fatured Goods cheaper than any we can make 
here, and therefore it. is probable the Trade 
will increaſe prodigeouſly, which may be a 

F'2 good 
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good- motive for you to take into your confidera- 
tion that partof it, . in which the conſumption of 
our Manufactures is concern*d. TT hey have alrea- 
dy ſpoiPd the /taliarn and Flanders Frade,” with 
their Silks, and Callicoes, now they will endea- 
your. to ſpoil the Turks Trade by bringing 
abundance of raw Silk from the Ind:es. So that 
Ore long we ſhall have no need of having Silk from 
-Turkey,. and if not, 1 am ſure we ſhall not be able 
to ſend any Cloaths or other Goods there, And it, 
cannot be expected, that the Jnd5ans ſhould 
grow weary, of exchanging their Manufactu- 
red Goods for our Gold and Silver, nor the 
Company of the great gains they make by their 
Trade, and therefore unleſs prevented by your 
care, the Trade will go on to your prejudice, 
the Company having been induſtrious to ſecure 
themſelves againſt all other attempts, by New- 
years- Gifts, imploying of ſome mens Money at 
Intereſt, and getting others into the Company, 
and then chuſing them of the Committee, 

'though they underſtand no more of the Trade, 

than | doof Phyſick ; alſo Naming of Ships by 

great mens Names is made uſe of for the ſaid 
purpoſe, and Oaths which they impoſe on all 
Perſons they imploy in any buſineſs of impor- 

tance, ſo that there is no ordinary way left 
ro reach them. Therefore, Sir, 1 hope you 
will refer the buſineſs to ſome Committee that 


-may make you a.ſpeedy Report. _ 


Reſolved, 
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Reſolved, That the ſaid Petitron be referred to 
"the Grand Committee for Trade, and they are 
70 procced upon the ſame in the firſt place, and 
they are then likewiſe to conſider of the preſent 
State of the Ealt-India Company, , and to Re- 
port the ſame, with their opinions therein to the 
Houſe. 


”_ 
—_ 


The 1oth of November, 1680. 


His Majeſty's Meſſage to the Houſe was read. 


H' S Majeſty deſires this Houſe, as well for the 
ſatisfattion of his people, as of himſelf, to ex- 
pedite ſuch matters as are depending before them, 
relating to Popery and the Plot, and would have them 
reſt aſſured that all Remedies they can tender to his 
Majeſty conducing to thoſe Ends, ſhall be very ac. 
ceptable to him, provided they be ſuch as may con- 
fiſt with preſerving the Succeſſion of the Crown in its 
legal courſe of Deſcent. 

Mr. Speaker ,' 

H. B. Sir, I look on all his Majeſties Speech- 
es toParliaments, and Meſlages to this Houſe, 
to be Acts of Stare, and the reſults of ſerious 
Councils, and therefore the more deſerving 
our confideration, but alſo I think we may in 
ſome reſpects look on them as we do on Letters 
Patents or other Grants in the King's Name, if 
in them there be any thing againſt Law, the 
Lawyer or Officer that drew. them 1s anſwerable 


' fort. Soif his Speeches be the produtt of Coun- 


ci), if there be any miſtake in' them, it muſt be 
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impnted to the Council, 'and we may and ought 
to conclude the King, never ſaid it, for he can do 
no wrong, I cannot, Sir, but much admire what 
neglect of ours, as to Popery and the Plot, hath 
occaſion?d” this Mefſage. Hath not moſt of our 
time becn ſpent about Examination of Witneſ- 
ſes about the Plot, and in making inſpeCtions 
into the Proceedingy of the laſt Parliaments as 
to their Tranſactions about it, that ſo we may 
proceed pen ſuch groynds as we ovght ? Hath 
there ariy day paſt, in which we Wave not done 
ſomething as to the Plot and Popery, - beſides 
what we have done about the Puke?s Bull? which 
alone is a ſufficient proof of our endeavours to Diſ- 
cover the Plot and Popery,, becauſe it plainly appears 
that all the Plot cemters in him, and that we can 
ever prevent Popery, ' but by preventing that Power 
to Rule, which is derived from a Popiſh Succeſſor, 
and the having of a Popsſh King. It is true, we 
have ſpent ſome time alſo, in aſſerting the right 
of the people to Petition the King for. Parlia- 
ments, or other Grievances ; but 1 do not take 
that to be ſo remote to this affair; for can the 
Plot, ever. be ſearched -to the bottom, or Po- 
pery prevented, as our caſe ſtands, but by Par- 
| laments, and ſeeing there were ſo many Proro- 
gations of this Parliament, * when there were 
occaſions ſo urgent. for their ſitting, in order to 
ſearch the Plotro the bottom, and ro make Laws 
againſt Popery, have we not great reaſon to be- 
lieve that it was from that Party, that ſuch 
ſtrange endeavours were uſed to prevent the 
meeting of Parliaments, from whom they know 
that nothing but Ruine can attend them? Do 
we not ſee by Coleman's Letters, what contri- 

| Vances 


(7x ?) 
vances they always had for to manage the 
Meeting , Sittings, Prorogations and Dillo- 
tations of Parliaments; and why ſhould we not 
believe they excerciſe rhe ſame arts ſtill, ſeeing 
ir is plain that the Doffohutions of "the. Kiſl 
two Parliaments, and many Profogations of 
this, did net proceed from any Proteſtant Ta- 
tereſt, and ' therefore well” may we conclude 
from whom. And for'the ſame reaſon thar 
they fear Parliaments, have not the p:ople 
reaſon to be fond of them, being the only le- 
gal way to redreſs Grievances ? And could we 
have anſwered the negleCting of the Aſſcrting 
our Rights in that particular ? Sir, I think chart 
next tothe Duke's Bill, the Aſferting of the pzo- 
ples Right to Petition , is the molt neceſfary 
Aﬀair we could have ſpent our time about, in 
order to have the Plot Examined to the bottom, 
by conveying to his Majefty the deſires of: his 
people , for to have Parliaments fit in-order 


- thereto, ' And therefore I am Jealous that the 


advice giver for this Meſſage doth proceed ra- 
ther from a fear that we ayre doing tog. much, 
than from- our doing too little againſt Pope- 
ry. However, Sir, ſering the Mellge comes 
in his Majeſties Name, let us according to our 
duty give all” the complidrice we can to it, 
and therefore I humbly move you, that a M-([zge 
be ſent to the Lords to defire them to appoint 
a day for the' Tryal of Wilttam Viſcount Stafford. 
Mr. Speaker, 

F. H. Sir, I cannot but obſerve, that his 
Majeſty in his Speech made to us ar the open- 
mg of this Seſſion, recommended to uz theExami- 
nation of the Plot, and the making Laws for 

F 4 the 
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the ſecurity of the Proteſtant Religion, which 
is not yet above Twenty daies agoe. And 
therefore it is very Strange in my opinion, that 
we ſhould ſo ſoon receive another . Maſſage to 
the ſame purpoſe , eſpecially conſidering how 
we have ſpent our time ever ſince our meet- 
ing , in that which we have reaſon to think 
tends as much to the preventing of Popery, as 
any thing we could' iovent. The truth is, Sir, 
I am fully perſuaded, that the advice for this 
Meſlage, proceeds from the ſame men that advi- 
ſed the Diſlolution of the two laſt Parliaments, 
and the many Prerogations of this; for though 
it may look like aContradiCtion, that going faſt 
or going flow ſhould tend to one and the fame 
end, yet it doth ſo in this caſe; for by the Diſlo- 
lutions of thoſe Parliaments, and many Proroga- 
tions of this, time was gotten for the diſheartoing 
of ſome Witneſſes, and tampering with others, 
and the death of the moſt Material one, and 
now, by preſling upon this Parliament to make 
gredt haſte, other Witnefles may be prevented 
from coming in, for which his Majeſty hath 
declared he wil give twoMonths time by his Pro- 
clamation. So that it plainly appears, that the 
further Examinatian of the Plot muſt be prevent- 
ed ſome way, if they can do it, and that rather 
than fail, your endeavours to.go to the bottom 
of the Plot, ſhall be turned upon you, and made 
uſe of to their advantage. It is ſtrange, that now 
Fourteen dates ſhould ſeemtoo much to have the Exa- 
mination of the Plot neglefted ( ſuppoſing it had been 
fo) and the Fourteew Months laſt, or rather two 
| | Tears, 
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Years, no: thought ſo. Sir, we are under great 
difficulties, and therefore we muſt be careful 
what we do. By the Contents of this Meſlage, 
we may plaiply ſee,that our Enemies are at work 
to repreſent our Proceedings il] to the King, thar, 
ſo if poſſible there may be ſome plauſible pre- 
rence found out that may ſerve to gull the Peaple 
if they ſhould procure a Diſſolution. But I hope 
bis Majeſty will not hearken to ſuch advice ; in 
order to prevent it, let us, until we have an 
opportuniry to expreſs our duty to him by aCti- 
ons, doit by words, to fſatisfie him that we have 
ſpent moſt of our time in Examining the Plot, 
and in contriving how to ſecure his Perſon and 
Government. againſt the dangers ariſing from 
Popery, and to aflure him, that we will loſe no 
time till we have done what lies in our power 
in order thereto ; and that we may witlal give 
ſome further inſtance of our endeavours, let us 
Vote that we will immediately proceed to the 
Tryal of my Lord /:/courn Stafford, 

Mr. Speaker, 

W.H.Sir,l am well content to underſtand that 
part of the Speech, which recommonds to us a 
;peedy Examination of the Plot, to proceed from 
his Majeſties Goodneſs, on a ſappolition that he 
is now more ſenſible thaa ever, of the danger 
his Perſon and Government is in by Papilts. 
And I hope it is from that, and not from any 
other reaſon that he hath been pleaſed to ſend us 
this Meſſage ſo ſoon after his Speech, notwith- 
ſtanding our endeavours as to the Plot and Po- 
2ery. Bur, Sir, what I am moſt concerned ar, 
s the latter part of the Speech,that about the Suc- 
c:liion, for it looks like the difficulty that was 


put 
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t upon the 1ſrachites, of making Brick without 
; oe For ſeeing all the diſcoveries about the Plot 
make it clearly out, that it all Centers in the Duke of 
York, and that all their hopes is derrved: from a Po- 
piſh Succeſſor, and Expeitation of a Popiſh King, 
how can we do any thing that can be effettual in pur- 
ſuznce of the firſt part of that propoſitron, without 
contraditting the latter, it being tmpoſſible to ſecure 
the Proteftant Religion under ſuch mitatiens. How- 
eyer, Sir, I hope that none of thefe things will 
put the Houſe out of that temper and moderxati- 
on which becomes this place, for 1 hope. that 
at laſt his Majeſty will either convince us or be 
adviſed by us; that fo we may come to a fair 
underſtanding, and this Sefſion have a happy con- 
claſion. Let us be careful not to give our Ene- 
mfes any juſt adyantage to mifrepreſent ns. And 
then I hope, all will do welt at1aft, maugre all 
the endeavours of our back-friends. That we 
do Vote that we will proceed to Tryal of fome 
of the Lords, and appoint 4 Committee to draw 
up an Addreſs in Anſwer to this Meſſage, upon 
_ thedebate of the Houſe, is, I conceive, what is 
neceflary at this time, | | 

| Mr. Speaker , 

S. T. Sir, his Majeſties Meflage is a tacit re- 
prehenfion of this Houſe, for net having done 
their daty as to the Plot and Popery, And as 
well by'this nan oh as by his Speech at rhe 
opening of the Seſſion he dothr now feem mach 
concerned , that the examination of the Plot, 
and the fecuring of the Nation againſt the danger 
of Popery hath been ſo long defer*d; for my 

art, I think he hath a great deal of reafon for 


what he faith, and I amglad to hear it. Forl 
| hope 
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hope he is now truly ſenſible. what ſtrange ad- 
vice he followed in Diſſolving* the laſt 'Parlia- 
ments, and ſo often proroguirs, this, 8nd that he 
will now permit Pzrliaments' to fit, until they 
have done their duty in that particular. Byr, Sir, 
though his Majeſty - may now be very ſenſible of 
the miſcarriages there have been in the manage- 
ment of this buſineſs already, yet 1 think we. 
may not do amiſs (ſeeing his Majeſty hath given 
us this occaſion) to particularize to him, how 
- the Examination of the Plot, and the ſecuring 
us againſt Popery' hath been prevented. Sir, was 
not the late long Parliament after the Plot broke 
out, in a fair way to have tryed the Lords, and 
to have Examined thePlot to the bottom, and 
did not the Diſſolution of them fruſtrate all 
their proceedings ? Did not the next Parliament 
fall upon the ſame Subje&t, and were they not 
advanced very far towards it, and did not the 
Prorogation and Diſſolution come, and make all 
void ? Hath this Parliament,thovgh called to meet 
the 17th.of Oftober was 12 Months, ever fate till 
now, &have they not ever ſince their meeting im- 
ployed moſt of their tifne about the Plot and Po- 
pery, & can there lie any juſt complaints againſt 
us? Thetruth 1s, Sir, it is plain to me, that if this 
Meſſage proceeds from his Majeſties own judg- 
ment,as | hope It doth{ for how can 1t be refund 
that his Majeſty ſho'11d not ſee how we proceed 
againſt the Plot and Popery; as well asevery body 
elie)or it it proceed from fuch Council,as do re- 
ally irtend we fould do ſomething againſt Pope- 
ry, th:n we may be permitied to fit until we have 
dane ſomething for the ſecurity of our Religion, 
«nd good of our Country!; bur on the other ſide, 
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if this Meſſage do proceed from the ſame Counſel 
that adviſed the Diſſolutions of the laſt Parlia- 
ments, and many Prorogations of this, then we 
may take it as a clear diſcovery that there are 
perſons at Work to repreſent us 111 to the King, 
and to find ſome pretence for our Diſſolucions, 
asmay paſs with the People, and ſuch I take to be 
Enemies both to theKing andKingdom,and there- 
fore hope you will take a time to find them out, 
and proceed againſt them as they deſerve. In 
the mean time, 1 ſecond the mption that hath .- 
been made, for a Committee to draw up an An- 
{wer to this Addreſs, and for making a Vote 
in order to Try my Lord Stafford. 
Mr, Speaker, 

' Sir F.W. Sir, Though I know that we are 
under an Obligation-from Duty to make a good 
Conſtruction of all His Majeſties Specches and 
Meſſages to this Houſe, yet becauſe they gene- 
rally do proceed from ſome Advice and Coun- 
ſel caken on ſuch Occaſions, therefore I think we 
may without offence, when any thing is irrecon- 
Cileable in them, attribute it to the Miniſters ; 
though all that which is good, and agrecadle to 
that Wiſdom and Prudence which is inherent in 
His Majeſty, ought to be attributed to himſelf 
and, as the Caſe ſtands with us, I think ofily from 
Him-can it proceed. What is faid in this Meſ- 
ſage, that neicher His Majeſty nor the People can 
be ſatisfied, unleſs we expedite ſuch matters as 
relate to the Plot, I believe it proceeds from His 
Majeſties own Genius, it being 1o agreeable to 
that Love which he hath always profeſsd for the 
Proteſtant Religion ; bur that tacit Imputation, 


That we have neglected the Examination of the 
Plot 
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Plot, and Proceedings againſt Popery, appears 
ro me likea kind of Infatuation in thoſe Mini- 
ſters that adviſed it. For, $ir, is there any thing 
more obvious, than that this Parliament have 
ſpent moſt of their time in Mattersrelating to the 
Plot and Popery, and to make ſuch Laws as may 
prevent the coming in of Popery upon us? And 
did not both the laſt Parliaments do the ſame, 


from the time the Plot broke out ? And if I may 


take the Liberty to Propheſie, I am apt to think, 
that the next, and the next, will proceed in the 
fame ſteps, until ſuch Laws be made as are pre- 
ciſely neceſſary for the hindering of Popery 
from coming in upon us: And I pray God it 
may not be a cauſe why we ſhall have no Parliz- 
ments to fit and aCt for a while. But, Sir, as this 
is plain, ſo to our grief it is, that thereare thoſe 
about the King, in great Power, that are againſt 
the Examination of the Plot to the bottom, or 


. making Laws againſt Popery. Hath not this 


appeared by the great Endeavours that haye 
been uſed to ſtifle the Plot, the menacing and 
diſcouraging of the true Witneſles, and ſetting 
up and encouraging of falſe ones? I mean, by 
the great Power that accompanied thoſe Endea- 
vours; but above all, by the great Authority and 
Intereſt which that Party have ſhewed in the DiC. 
ſolution of the laſt two Parliamants, (though as 
£0 the firſt | heartily forgivethem )and the many 
Prorogations of this. And muſt they now, after 
they have ſtopp'd or ſmother' all Preceedings that 
tended to deſtroy Popery for above Two years, find 


fault that we have not brought all to perfettion in 


Two weeks ? Sir, this looks like ſuch a profound 
piece of Policy, as that of Killing Juſtice God. 


frey 


(78) 


frey. But am not ſorry that their Politicks run 
folow. Such a Pretence as this can onely paſs 
with Perſons that haye a mind to be deceived. 1 
will never doubt the Prudence of the major part 
of the Nation in this particular, who know that 
the Non-proſecution of the Plot is the great 
Grievance which the Nation groans under ; and 

the making of ſuch Laws as may ſecure us againſt 

Popery, the greateſt reaſon they have ſo longed 
for a Parliament, and adventured ſo much as 

ſome did in peritioning for one. And, Sir, [ 

think, that accordingly this Houſe have not been 

waning to do their-Duty therein ; and therefore 

do btlieve, that ſach Repreſentations to His Ma- 

jeſty are made by ſuch as aim at the deſtruction of 
Parliaments and bringing in of -Popery. But 

the better to-prevent their taking any ſuch Ad- 

vantage for the future, I could with that we may 

not ſpend more Mornings about 7riſhCattel, nor 

Eaſt-India Trade, until the Bufineſs of the Plot 

and Popery be more off our Hand. But in or- 

der to ſatisfie His Majeſty of our Obedience to 

His Commands, 1 agree both for the Committee, 

and Tryal of Lord Stafford. | 

Reſolved,7hat a Committee be appornted, to draw 
up an Humble Addreſs to His Majeſty, upon 
the Debate of the Houſe, in anſwer tro His Ma- 
jeſties Gracions Meſſage. 

Reſolved, That this Houſe will proceed in the 
proſecution of the Lards in the Tower, and will 
forthwith begin with William Fiſcount Stat- 

ford. 


The 
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The Eleventh of Aboanber, 1680, 


Ir Wilkam Fones reports from the Committee 
appointed to draw up an Addreſs to His 
Majeſty, upon the Debate of the Houſe, in An- 
ſyer to His Majcſties Gracious Mellage ; which 
he read in his Place; and afterwards delivered the 
ſame at the Clerks Table ; where being read a- 


gain, was upon the Queſtion agreed to by the 
Houſe. | 


The Addreſs to His Majeſty, from 


the Commons. 


Hay it pleaſe Tour moſt 
_ Excellent Majeſty, 


c \ \ FT E Your Majeſties moſt Loyal and Obe- 
6:1] dient Subjects, the Commons in this 
* preſent Parliament aſſembled, having taken in 
* our moſt ſerious Conſideration Your Maje- 
* ſties Gracious Meſſage, brought unto us the 
* Ninth day of this loſtant November, by Mr. Se- 
* cretary Jenkins, do with. all thankfulneſs ac- 
© knowledge Your Majeſties Care and Goodneſs, 
© in inviting us. to expedite ſuch Matters as are 
« depending before us relating to Popery and the 
© Plot. And we'do, in all humility, repreſent to 
*' Your Majeſty,that we are fully convinced, thas 
© jt is highly incumbent upon us, in diſcharge both 
© of our Daty to Your Majeſty, and of tha great 

x £.Truſt 
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© Truſt repoſed in us by thoſe whom we repreſent, 
© to endeavour, by the moſt ſpeedy and effeftual 
© ways, the Suppreſlion of Popery within this 
© Your Kingdom, and the bringing to Publick 
* Tuſtice all ſuch as ſhall be found Guilty of the 
© Horrid and Damnable Popiſh Plot. And though 
© the time of our Sitting (abating what muſt ne- 
© ceſlarily be ſpent in the chuſing and preſenting 
© 2a Speaker, appointing Grand Committees, and 
© in taking the Oaths and Teſts enjoyned by Act 
© of Parliament) hath not much exceeded a Fort- 
© night, yet we have in this time not onely made 
© 2a conſiderable Progreſs in ſome things which 
© tous ſeem, and ( when prefented. to your Ma- 
$Geſty in a Parliamentary way ) will, we truſt, 
© 2ppear to Your Majeſty to be abſolutely neceſ- 
© ſary for the Safety of Your Majeſties Perſon, 
© the effettual Suppreſſion of Popery , and the 
© Security of the Religion, Lives, and Eſtates of 
C Your Majeſties Proteſtant Subjetts : Buteven in 
© relation to the Tryals of the Five Lords im- 
© peached in Patliament for the execrable Popiſh 
©Plot, we have ſo far proceeded , as we daubt 
© not but in a ſhort time we ſhall be ready for the 
© ſame. But we cannot (without being uhfaithful 
© to Your Majeſty,and to our Countrey,by whon1 
© we are intruſted) omit, upon this occafion, hum- 
© bly to inform Your Majeſty, That our Difficul- 
© ties, even as t9 theſe Tryals, are much encrea- 
© ſed by the evil and deſtructive Counſels -of 
© thoſe Perſnns who adviſed Your Majeſty, firſt, 
© to the Prorogation, and then, to the Diſlolution 
© of the laſt Parliament, ar atime when the Com- 
* mons had taken great. patas about, and were 


* prepared for thoic Tryals. - And by the-like 
| © pernicious 
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© pernicious Counſels of thoſe who adviſed the 
© many and long Prorogations of the preſent 
© Parliament, before the ſame was permitted to 
© fit; whereby ſome of the Evidence which was 
© prepared in the laft Parliament may poſlibly 
< (during ſo long an Interval) be forgotten or 
© loſt, and ſome Perſons, who might probably 
* have come in as Witneſles,are either dead, have 
© been taken off, or may have been diſcouraged 
© from giving their Evidence. But of one miſ- 
© chievous Conſequence of thoſe dangerous and 
© unhappy Counſels we are certainly and ſadly 
« ſenſible, namely, That the Teſtimony of a ma- 
© terial Witneſs againft every of thoſe Five Lords 
© (and who could probably have diſcovered and 
« brought ig much other Evidence about the Plot 
© in general, and thoſe Lords in particular) can- 
© not now be given vivavoce; forafinuch as that 
© Witneſs is unfortunately dead between the Cal- 
< ling and the Sitting of this Parliament. Topre- 
© vent the like,or greater Inconveniencies for 'the 
© future, we make it our moſt humble Requeſt 
©to Your Excellent Majeſty, Thar, as You tender 
© the Safety of Your Royal Perſon, the ſecurity of 
© Your Loyal Subjects, and the Preſervation of 
© the true Proteſtant Religion, you will not ſuf- 
© fer your ſelf to be prevailed upon by the.like 
© Connſels, to do any thing which may occaſion 
«© in Conſequence ( though we are affured never 
* with Your Majeſties Intention ) etther the defer- 
©ring of a full and perf<& Diſcovery and Exami- 
£ nation of this moſt wicked and deteſtable Plot, 
© or the preventing the Conſpirators therein 
© from being brought to ſpeedy and exemplary 
* Tuſtice and Puniſhment. And we humbly be- 
G * ſeecly 
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© ſkech Your Majeſty to reſt aſſured, ( notwith- 
* ſtanding any Suggeſtions which may be made by 
© Perfons, who, for their own wicked purpoſes, 
© contrive to create a Diſtruſt in Your Majeſty 
© of Your People,) That nothing is more in the 
© Defires, and ſhall be more the Endeavours of 
© us, Your faithful and loyal Commons, than the 
© promoting and advancing of Your Majeſties 
© true Happineſs and Greatneſs. ' 


* Mr. Speaker, | 

G.V. Sir, I hope'this Addreſs will ſatisfic 
his Majeſty that this Houſe hath not been neg- 
ligent in the proſecution of the Plot and Po- 
pery, and that it will create in his Majeſty a 
goot opinion of our proceedings, that fo we 
may not meet with. avy interruption in the per- 
fefting of thiofe Bills which are neceſſary for 
the good of the King and Kingdom, and may 
have the Glory o6f.izving been inftramental in 
accompliſhing that.ſecurity which the Nation 
fo much deſires in point of Religion, - and in 
making his Majeſties Government not only 
more eaſie to him, but ſo formidable as that 
he may become a terror to his Enemies, and 
in a capacity to give Aſſiſtance to his Friends 
both at home and abroad; and if -poſlible ſo 
reconcile all divifions as that there may be no 
diſtinction but of Papiſts and Proteſtants, nor 
of that neither, if there could be a way found 
out to prevent it. For | know this Houſe wants 
nothing but opportunity to expreſs their Loyal- 
ty co the King, and love to the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion and their Country; but I am afraid that 
all our endeavogrs will prove ineffectual, =! 
cls 
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kf we can remove from his Majeſty all Comn- 
celiors that adviſe him, in favour of the Popiſh 
Intereſt, and fuch as influegce him in. favour 
of that Party. I do not mean hictle ones; but 
ſuch as by experience we had fonnd, have in the 
time of onr- greateſt danger exercifed a kirid 
of uncomrouhadle Power. The W itnefles which 
you have heard this day at the Bar, as tothe 
wicked Plot of the Papilts 'in Ireland; _ acid 
in what a dangerous Condition che poor” Pro- 
teſtants are there, how exceeded iy Numbers 
by their Enemics,and deferted by their Friends, 
added to the Evidence" we' have of the” Plot 
in England, hath given to me a new 
of the deplorable condition we are #n, and 
therefore, although it be a little late in the day 
ſeeing here is a full Honfe, and of fuck Perfons 
25 I believe will never think any thing too much, 
that is ſo neceſſary [for the good of their'King 
and Country. 1hope you will not think-it unſea- 
ſonable,- that I ſhould now move you, that the 
ingrofſed Bill, for difinberiting ___ WINE of 
York be read. 


The Bill amended as the Houſe had or- 
der'd, was read, Intituled, An 4 for 
ſecuring of the P roteftant Religion, by 
diſabling James Duke of York, to tn- 
berit he Imperial Crown of England 
and Ireland, and the Dominions and 
Territories thereunto belonging. 


HERE AS James Duke of York is 1%- 
toriouſly known to have been perverted 
from the =o: hs to the S Religion ; where- 


by 
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#ot ohly great” encouragement hath been given to 
:the PopUh Party- to enter into, and carry 0n moſt 
Deviliſh and Horrzd Plots and Conſpiracies for 
the Deſtruition of his Majeſties Sacred Perſon and 
Government, and: for the Extirpation of the True 
iPrateſt ant Religion: Bug alſo if the ſaid Duke ſhould 
:ſacceed. to the. Imperial.” Crown: of this Realm, no- 
thing 3s more mamifeſt than that a Total Change of 
iRelegion within theſe Kingdoms would enſue. For 
the: prevention. whertof,, "Be it Enafted by the 
: King's Moſt Excellent Majeſty, by, and with the 
Advice and" Conſent. of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and the-Commons in this preſent Par. 

lament Aſſembled; and by the Authority of the ſame, 
[That .the ſaid-James Duke of York [hall be, and 
4s by the Authdrity of this preſent Parliament E xclu- 
. ded, and made "for. ever uncapable to' Inberit, Poſ- 
ſefss.: or Enjoy the Imperial Crown of this Realm, 
and. of the Kingdoms of. Ireland, .and the Domin;- 

ons and Territories: to-them, or either of them be- 

 lomgjng,. or to have, exerciſe or enjoy any Domini- 
on; "Power, FuriſditHion or Authority in the ſame 

Kingdoms, Dominions, or any of them. And be it 

further Enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That 

if the ſaid James Dike'of York ſhall at any time 

hereafter, challenge, © claim, or attempt to poſſeſs, 

or enjoy,. or ſhall take upon him to uſe or exerciſe any 

Domnenon, Power, or Authority,or Turifdittion with- 

in the ſaid: Kingdoms, or Dominions, or any of them, 
. as King or Chief Magiſtrate of the ſame: That then 
be the Tui James Duke of York, for every ſuch of- 
fence, ſhall be deemed and adjudged guilty of High 
Treaſon; and ſhall ſuffer the pains,penalties and for- 

feitures, as incaſe of High Treaſon : And further, 
That if any Perſons or Perſon whatſoever ſhall aſſiſt, 
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or maintain, abet, or willingly 'adhere unto the” ſaid 
Tames Duke of York, #n ſuch challenge, claim or 
attempt ; or ſhall of themſelves attempt, or endea» 
vorr to put or bring the ſaid James Dake of York 
into the poſſeſſion, or Exerciſe of any Regal Power, 
Furiſadittion or Authority within the Kingdoms and 
Dominions aforeſaid, or ſhall by Writing or Preach- 
ng adviſedly publifh, maintain or declare, That he 
hath any Right, Title, or Authority to the Office of 
King or Chief Magiſtrate of the Kingdoms and Do. 
minons aforeſaid, That then every ſuch Perſon ſhall 
be deemed and adjudged guilty of High Treaſon; and 
that he ſuffer and undergo the pains, penalties and for- 
feitures aforeſaid. | 

And be it further Enacted, by the Authority 
aforeſaid, That he the ſaid James. Duke of. York 
ſhall not at any time, from and after the 5th. of 
November 1680. return, or come into or within any 
of the Kingdoms or Dommions aforeſaid: And ther 
he the ſaid James Duke of York, ſhall be deemed and - 
adjudged guilty of High Treaſon, and ſhall ſuffer 
the pains, penalties and forfeitures, as incaſe of High 
Treaſon ; and further, That if any Perſon or Perſons 
what ſoever (hall be aiding or aſſiſting unto ſuch return 
of the ſaid James Dake of York, that then every 
ſuch terſon ſhall be deemed and adjudzed guilty of 
High Treaſon ;, and ſhall ſuffer as in Coſes of Hioh 
Treaſon, 

And be it further Enacted, by the Authority 
aforeſaid, That he the ſaid James Duke of York, 
or any other Perſon being guilty of any of the Trea- 
ſons aforeſaid, ſhalt not be capable of, or receive bene- 
fit by any Pardon, otherwiſe than by Aft of Parlia- 
ment, wherein they ſhall be particularly named ;, and 
tht no Noli prolequi, or Order for ftay of Proceed- 
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wes ſhall be recesved or allowed in, or upon any 11 
A mon for any of the offences mentioned 7 this 
Aﬀ 


- And be it further Enacted and declared; and 
#* is hereby Enalted and Declared, that it ſhall, 
and may be lawful to, and for any Magiſtrates, Of- 
firers and other Subject what ſoever of theſe King- 
doms and Dominions aforeſaid ; and they are hereby 
e2joyned and required to apprehend and ſecure the 
fard James Dake of York, andevery other per- 
fon offending in any of the premiſes, and with him 
or them in caſe of reſiſt ance to fight ; and him or them 
by force ro ſubdue: For all which attions, and for 

0 doingy they are, and ſhall be by vertue of this Att 
Javed harmleſs and indemnificd. 

Provided, and it 7s hereby declared that nothing 
in this Att contained, ſhall be conſtrued, deemed or 
adjudged to diſenable any other perſon from inherit= 
$19 and enjoying the Imperial Crown of the Realms 
' mwnd Dommions aforeſaid; (other than the ſaid James 
Duke of York) But that in caſe the ſaid James 
De of York ſhould ſurvive his now Majeſty, and 
rhe Heirs of his Majeſty's Body ;, The ſaid Impe- 
rial Crown ſhall deſend to, and be-enjoyed by ſuch 
perſon or perſons ſucceſſorily during the Life of the 
Jaid James Duke of York as ſhould have inherited 
and enjoyed the ſame in caſe the ſaid James Duke of 
York, were naturally dead, any thing contained in 
this Aft to the contrary notwithſtanding. | 

And be it further EnaCted, by the Authority a- 
fore ſad, that during the Life of the ſaid James Duke 
of York, {his Att ſhall be given in charge at every 
Aﬀſſizes and General Seſſions of the Peace within 
the Kingdoms, Domimons and Territories afore- 


faid;, and alſo ſhell be openly read in every Cathe- 
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dral Church, and Pariſh Church, and Chapples 
within the aforeſaid Kingdoms, Dominions and Ter 
tories,by the ſeveral reſpective Par ſons Yicars,Curates 
and Readers thereof, who are hereby required immed;- 
ately after Divine Service in the Fore-noon to reag the 
ſame twice in every year, that js to ſay, on the. 25th. 


of December, and «pon Eaſter-day, diring the 
Life of the ſaid James Duke of York. 


Mr. Speaker, 

Sir L. F. Sir, this great buſineſs cannot be 
too well conſidered, before you come to a final 
Reſolution therein, 1 will not now offer-you any 
prudential arguments againſt this BuJ, bg- 
cauſe I did offer ſeveral at the laſt reading ; hut 
Sir, I would defire you to conſider, that this 
Prince is Brother to our preſent King, and Son 
to our late piots King Charles the Firſt ; for 
whoſe memory this Nation hath a great venera- 
tion, that this Prince is enricht with Excellent 
Endownments, which he hath. imployed in the 
Service of this Nation,by fighting our Rattels and 
defending us from the oppreſſion of our Ene- 
mies, and is only Guilty of this one Crime 
which T hope upon a mature deliberation will 
not deſerve ſo great a condemnation. Sir, I 
know it is uſual for this Houſe to proceed in 
Affairs of leſs importance, with all the Calmneſs, 
Juſtice, and Prudence that can be imagin'd ; 
and therefore I hope you will be careful how 
you deviate from thoſe Meaſures, in a buſineſs 
of this Nature. I would once more remember 
you, that there are Laws already for the. pu- 
niſhment of the Crimes he is accuſed of, and 
therefore humbly conceive you ought not to 
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chaſtiſe him, by making a new Law, eſpecially 
with that ſeverity which is by this Bill now in- 
tended, before any hearing. 

Sir, for my part I have taken the Oath of Al- 
legiance, and think my ſelf thereby bound to 
him as Heir, until it pleaſe God that his Majeſty 
have Children. 1know of no Power on Earth, 
that can diſpence with my Oath, and therefore 
I*cannot (fo much as by being filent) give my 
conſent to this Bill, leſt I therein wrong my 
Conſcience, ſeeing L have the Honour to be a 
Member of this Houſe. 

F do not doubt but moſt here have a great 
eſteem for the Church of England, as Members 
thereof: I could wiſh they would conſider what 
a great blow this Bill will give to our Religion, 
and to our Church. Todiſinherit a Prince, for 
no other Cauſe, but for being of a different Opi- 
nion in ſome Points of Faith, is, I think, quite 
contrary to the Principles *of the Religion we 

rofeſs, and alſo to theeſtabliſhed Laws of this 
{ and. And if ſuch an Aft, when made, ſhould 
be of any validity, I do conclude, that you will 
thereby change the Conſtitution of this Monar- 
chy, and make It in a manner Elective ; and 
therefore I humbly move you that the Bill may 
be thrown out. 

| Mr. Speaker, 

Sir R. 24. Sir, I deſire leave to offer ſome Ob- 
jections, which, in my opinion, do juſtly ariſe 
againſt this Bill, I think there ought to be a 
Proviſo, That if the Duke ſhould turn Proteſt ant, 
that then the Bill ſhould be void, and he not exclu- 
ded from bis Right ;, that ſo we may not leave him 
without ſome remptation to return to the Pro- 
LE teſtant 
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teſtant Religion. And, Sir, I think there ought 
to be aProviſo, That in caſe the Duke ſhould 
have a Son, after either of his Daughters (if it 
ſhould be their fortune) have aſcended the 
Throne, for the reſerving of him a Right. For, 
there isa pollibility, that, if the Duke ſhould out- 
live the King, he may have a Son, after that his 
Davghters,' by vertue of this Act, may have 
taken the Crown. I ſuppoſe, that as there is 
no intent to chaſtiſe the Daughters for the Fa - 
thers ſake, ſo not the Son ; and therefore I hum- 
bly move you, that ſome Proviſo may be added, 
to ſecure him his Right, if any ſuch thing ſhould 
happen. | 
Mr, Speaker, 

W. Sir, The Honourable Member that ſpoke 
before made large Encomiums on the Duke, ex- 
tolling his Endownments,and Services to theNa- 
tion. For my part, I think, that the better qua- 
lifed he is, the greater is our Danger. But as 
to what he ſaid, of having fought our Battels, 
and done great things for the Nation, I think he 
hath not done fairly by the Houſe ; for he ſhould 
alſo have rold us, how the Triple League was 
broke, and my Lord of Sandwich loft his Life ; 
how he changed his Religion, and hath ever ſince 
encouraged Popery, and aſſiſted that Intereſt ; how 
the City of London was burnt, and the Attors diſ- 
charged; how the Diſcovery of the Popi(h Plot was 
prevented as much as it could be, and the Presbyterian 
one encouraged ; that ſo we might have all afore 
us. 


He was going on more ſeverely, but was inter- 
rupted. | 


Mr, 
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Mr. Speaker, 

L. H. Sir, Although it hath been ſaid, That 
no good Proteſtant can ſpeak againſt this Bill ; 
yet, Sir, I cannot forbear to ofter ſome Objecti- 
ons againſt it. 1 do not know that any of the 
King'sMurderers were condemn'd without being 
heard ; and muſt we deal thus with the Brother 
of qur King ? It is ſuch a ſevere way of Pro- 
ceeding, that 1 think we cannot anſwer it to the 
World; and therefore it would confiſt much 
better with the Juſtice of the Houſe to Impeach 
him, and Try him, in a Formal way, and then 
ent off his Head, if he deſerve it. I will nos 
offer to diſpute the Power of Parliaments ; but 
I queſtion whether this Law, if-made, would be 
good in it ſelf. "Some Laws bave 2 Natural 
Weakneſs with them; I $biok $hat'by which the 
old Long Parliament carried on their Rebellion, 
was judged afterward vaid in Law, becauſe 
there was a Power given, which could nog he 
taken from the Crown. For ought I know, when 
you haye made this Law, it may have the fame 
Flawin it: If not, I am confident there are a 
Layal Party, which will never obey, but will 
thiak themſelves bound by their Oath of Alegi- 
ance and Duty to pay Obedience to the Duke, 
if ever he ſhould come to be King, which muſt 
occaſion a Civil War. And, Sir, I do not find 
that the Praviſo that was ordered to be added 
for the Security of the Duke?s Children, is made 
ſtrong enough to ſecure them, according to the 
Debate of the Houſe, it being liable to many 
ObjeCtions, and the. more, becauſs: the Words 
Preſumptive Heir of the Crown ari: indufſtriouſly 
teft out, -though much inſiſted on when debated 
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here in the Hauſe, Upon the whole matter, my 

humble Motion is, that the Bill may be thrown 

our. 
Mr. Speaker, 

Sir W. 5. Sir, Iam very unfi to ſpeak 1n this 
place, being a Member but of yeſterday ; bug I 
will rather adventure to draw a Cenſure on my 
ſelf, than be wanting to ſerve my Country ( ſee- 


ing they have called me hither) in Buſineſs of 


ſo great importance , I think as great as ever 
was debated in a Houſe of Commons. I can 
truly affirm, that have a great reſpect for the 
Duke of York; and therefore,,as wellas for the 
preſervation of- the Proteſtant Religion, I am 
for this Bill. For, I take it for granted, Thet 
it i 1nipoſſible that a Papiſt ſhould come to the Poſ- 
ſeſſron and quiet Enjoyment of this Crown, without 
wading through a Sea of Blood, and ogcaſioning ſuch 
a War as may, for ought 1 know, ſhake the Monar- 
chical Government of this Nation, and thereby nas 
only endanger lumſelf., but his Children too, For no 
man can Dreſes what may be the end of ſuch 2 
War, nor what Miſcries it may bring on the 
Nation : But, in all probability, it may prove 
the deepeſt Tragedy that ever was acted on this 
great T heatre. For, it cannot be imagin'd, that 
the great Body of Proteſiants which are in this 
Nation will tamely ſubmit ro the Popsſ}, Yoak,, which 
they will in time ſee muſt be the conſequence. of ſub-. 
wutting to "a Popiſh King , without ſome ſtrugling. 
And Wars begun upon the ſcore of Religion 


-are generally atrended with more fatal and 


bloody Conſequents than other Wars ; and this 
may exceed all others that ever yet were made. 
And 1 tee no way to prevent it, but by paſſing 
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this Bill, which, ſo long as it excludes onely 
him, and ſecures the Crown to. his Children, is, 
I think, ( as the caſe ſtands ) the greateſt Kind- 
neſs we can do him. 

Sir, I do much admire to hear ſome Honoura- 
ble and Learned Members ſay, That this Bill is 
againſt Natural Juſtice, becauſe it condemns a 
Man before he is heard ; and that it is too ſevere 
a Condemnation; that it is againſt the Oath of 
Allegiance, and Principles of our Religion ; 
that it will be 'a ſcandal to our Church, to ex- 
clude a Man of his Right for hits Opinion in Re- 
ligion ; that it is a Law that will be void in it 
ſelf, and that there are a Loyal Party will never 
obey it; that it will make the Crown Elective, 
and occaſion a Civil War ; and that the Proviſo 
as to the Dnkes Children is not ſtrong enough, 
becauſe the Word Preſumptive Heir is left out. 

Sir, The firſt Objection I think is a great mi- 
ſtake ; for this Bill is not intended as 4 Conderr. 
nation to the Duke, but a Security to our ſelves ; and 
is ſo far from being againſt Natural Juſtice, that 
the Paſſing of ic is agreeable to the very Foundation 
not onely of Natural Fuſtice, but Natural Religion 
too, the Safety of the King and Kingdom depending 
thereon, which according to the Rules of Fuſtice and 
Religion we are bound to uſe our endeavour to pre- 
ſerve, before any one Mans Intereſt, That about 
the Oath of Allegiance, I do a little admire at ; 
for, it is the firſt time 7 ever heard that Oath 
pleaded in favour of Popery. I have often times 
had occaſion to ſcan the meaning of that Oath, 
but never found it extended to the Succeſſor du - 
ring the Kings Life,and therefore no need of any 


Diſpenſation in. that point. And I cannot under - 
ſtand 
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ſtand how it-can be any ſcandal as toour Church 
or Religion, :f by Church be meant our Proteſtant 
Church. Can our Church or Church-men be 
ſcandalized, becauſe we endeavour to ſecure our 
ſelves againſt Popery by all lawful Means ? I ra- 
ther think the very Suppoſition a high Refletion 
on our Church-men , as.rendring them willin 

to let in Popery, which I am confident they are 
not. As to what is ſaid, That the Law will be 
void in It ſelf, and that there will be a Loyal 
Party that will never obey it,- and that it will 
occaſion a Civil War; I muſt confeſs theſe are 
ſtrange Arguments to me : For, to doube thar the 
Legiſlative Power of the Nation, King, Lords, and 
Commons, cannot make Laws that ſhall bind any, or 
all the Subjetts of this Nation, is to ſuppoſe there is 
ſuch a Weakneſs in the Government, as muſt infallibly 
occaſion its Ruthe, And therefore 1 am of opint- 
on, that what Laws you make in this caſe, will 
carry as much Right and Strength with them, 
not only now , but after the Kings death, as 
any Law whatſoever. And how then can there 
be a Loyal Party that will not acquieſce therein, 
unleſs the Word Loyal have ſome other Stgnifi- 
cation than I know of ? I take it to be a Di- 
ſtinCtion that can onely be given to ſuch as obey 
Laws; and I think we need not doubt, but if 
once this Law were paſs?d, there would be Prote. 


ſtants enough, whoſe Intereſt it would be to defend it, 
that woula compel an Obedience to it. And we have 


much more reaſon to fear a Civil War without 
it, than with. it; For, if we cun get this Bill, we 
may be thereby ſo united, and enabled to defend our 
ſelves, as that the Popiſh Party may never have the 
Confidence to attempt us ;, but without it we ſhall not 


be 
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be in any capacity to defend our ſelves, which above 
all things may encourage a Civil War. As tothe 
Proviſo for ſecuring the Right of the Duke's 
Children, if it be not ſtrong enough, 1 am rea- 
dy to give my Vote it ſhould be ſtronger ; but 
I take it to be- a full and comprehenſive as can 
be made ; at leaft, I take the leaving out the 
Words Preſumptive Heir to the Crown, to be no 
Objettian againit it : For, there ts no ſuch Word 
in.owr Law-Books, nor no ſuch Ter in treating 
of the Succeſſion ;, and therefore I hope you will 
be <_—_— how you make 'a Preſident in that 

Caſe. 

And, Sir, as I do not find there is any 
weight in the Argaments that have been made 
againſt this Bill, ſo I think that if-the pre- 
ſervation of our. King, onr Government, our 
Lives and our Religion, be things of moment, 
that there is much to be ſaid for it. For al. 
though the malignity of men-, cannot deface 
his Majeſties goodneſs, yet by affiſting the Po 
piſh faction, they have ſpoilt the beautiful face 
of the beſt Government in the World ; by 
breaking that good Correſpondence that there 
ought to be between the King and his Peopte, 
by dividing us in points of Religton, and by 
being the cauſe of juſt: jealoufies and fear. By 
which his Majeſty is reduced to great difficul- 
ties and trouble,” in the adminiſtration of his 
Regal authority , and the Credit Peace and 
Tranquility of the Nation almoſt irrecover- 
ably loſt. As to all which; the art of Man 
cannot find out any remedy as long as there 
is a Popilh Succeſſor , and the fears of 'a Po- 
Piſh King, and therefore I humbly moye-you 
this Bill may paſs. Mr: 
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Mr. Speaker, 

Sir F. W. Sir, the Arguments that have been 
uſed againſt this Bill, may be ery excellent 10 
lull' us into a fatal ſecurity, by pofſeſſing us with 
opinions that there 13 no need of taking ſo much care 
about Popery, or that we ought ot to oppoſe it, Or 
that it will be to 10 purpoſe, berauſe we have no 
power to hinder it. But 1 d0 not ſee what weight 
they have in them, grounded 6n any othet 
conſideration, to hinder the paſſing of this BiH. 
Rather for the ſame ret#fon, that fach Arg 
ments, as theſe, are here offered again ' 
Bill, and ſiich- endeavours uſed abroad to fe- 
concile the People to havea berter opinion 'of 
Popery than formerly, I think we ought ro be the 
more zealous for this Bill, becauſe nothing can 
vive a greater enconragenent and affiſtance 40 
Popery than the growth of fich opinions, fror 

event their deſign who are indaſtrious to ins 

uſe them, than the paſſing of this Bil. Who- 
efer will confider how this Monarchy | trath 
declined in grandeur honor and reputation & 
broad, by the deftrattion of our Navy in 1656, 
and the little appearance we have ever face 
made of being able to be formidable at Sea, 
but above all, our Miniſters double dealing in 
the making of alliances, or performing of them, 
C in order to keep up our intereſt with France ) 
How from being Umpire to all this part of 
the World, according to that advantage which 
we have by our Situation, we are become the 
deſpicableſt Nation in Exrope, How the Go- 
vernment is weakned at home not only by fears 
and jealouſfies, but by the debaucheries and 
deviſions which haye been promoted amongſt 
our 
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our people ; how narrowly we eſcaped ruine 


when the Ciry of London was Burnt, as- well 
as when the Toleration came out, and the 
Army was at Blackheath, as lately by the hor- 
rid Plot if it had not been diſcovered ; how 
there his nothing ſtands between-us and death, 
but-_the Kings life; and how all theſe dangers 
paſtand preſent, do ariſe from Popery ; and 
how impoſlible it is, it ſhould be otherwiſe 
as long as there, is a Popiſh Succeſlor. : may 
juitly admire there ſhould be any arguments 
offered in this place to leflen our care for 
preventing the growth and power of Popery. 
1 cannot tell how theſe learned Members un- 
derſtand natural Juftice, but I am of that Opini- 
on, That ſelf preſervation, and the preſervation of 
our Religion, and life of our King "by all lawful 
ways, is very agreeable to natural Fuſtice, And 
L do admire to hear ſuch- a conſtruction made 
of the Oath of Allegiance, that it binds all 
pexſons to the: next Heir as well as to the 
King. For it is a moſt dangerous Maxim, 
and may be of ill conſequence, if ever the next Heir 
of the Crown ſhould make a Rebellion, for he may 
thereby challenge Allegiance from the People as 
well as the King , , which may be of pernici- 
ous conſequence. And I do not ſee wherein 
our Church or Religion can be ſcandalized 
by this Bill. For we do not Diſmberit this 
Prince for his Religion, but to ſave our own, and 
zo prevent the manifeſt ruine of the Nation, And 
therefore | think it is a Kindneſs to the 
Church above all Ads whatſoever ; becauſo 
the only way to preſerve it, / mean the Proteſtant 


Church, And thoſe objections that have been 
made 
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made apainſt the lawfulneſs and - validity of 
this At, do not weigh with me, but notwith- 
ſtanding what hath been ſaid , do believe it 
will be as good in law, if once it be paſt, and 
will be as well obſerved too as any At what- 
ſoever. The King hath his Right from God, 
and as Supreme is accountable to none, his 
perſon ſacred, and by our Laws can do- no 
wrong. If we ſhould give all theſe qualifi- 
cations to a Succellour, as hath been in ſome 
meaſure inſinuated , it would make a ſtrange 
confuſion in the Government. Life it ſelf, 
to which a Man hath as much Right, as any 
Succeſſor can pretend to have to the Crown, 
is taken away upon ſome forfeitures for the 
publick good. And as there may be a fortei- 
ture of Life ſo there may be a forfeiture of 


- a Right to theSucceſlion. And to doubt that there 


is not an unlimited uncontrollable power reſi- 
ding ſomewhere in all Governments, to re- 
medy the exigences that may happen, is to 
ſuppoſe there is ſuch weakneſs in this or any 
other Government, as that it muſt fall when a 
powerful fa&tion ſhall endeavour it. In this 
Nation, this Power, is in the King, . Lords, 
and Commons, and I hope they will makeuſe 
of it to preſerve the Government upon this 
occaſion. ' And I do not doubt, but if the Bill 
paſs, all will obey it heartily that wiſh well to 
the Proteſtant Religion, I am afraid ſome 
Miniſters of State place their Jafety in Com- 
mon ruine, ox otherwiſe the ſetling of this 
affair, would not have bcen fo long delayed 
and oppoſed as ir hath been. Hath there not 
been contrived and practiſed, and is there not 
H 


ſtill 
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ſtill threatned the greateſt and certaineſt ruine 
to this' Nation, by this buſineſs of the Duke, 
- that ever was yet projected,and muſt we be more 
ſtupifyed than our Anceſtors? Doth not the 
Act of the Thirteenth of Queen Elizabeth make 
it” Treaſon, for any man to ſay, that the Par- 
liament cannot alter the Succeſſion ? Ang in 
Henry the Eighth's time, was not the right of 
Succeſſion thanged and rechanged by- Act of 
Parliament ? He then inſtanced ſeveral preli- 
dents, how the Succeſſion had been ſetled and 
altered by AQts of Parliament; fince Wilkam 
the Conquerour?'s time, and concluded with a 
motion, for the paſſing of the Bill. 
Mr. Speaker, 

Col. L. Sir, It is my misfortune to lie un- 
der the diſreputation of being a Papiſt, but 
havenow an Opportunity of ſhewing my ſelf o- 
therwife, in declaring that I am againſt this Bill, 
for I think there is none but Papiſts that are of 
Opinion, that a man may be dilinherited for 
his Religion. I have.alſo an opportunity to ſhew 
my duty to my Maſter, in declaring that thoſe 
reproaches which have bcen caſt upon him, 
are in my opinion very unjuſt, becauſe I believe 
he abhors the thoughts of doing thoſe Actions 
that have been imputed to him, and therefore 
do think it very hard, that becauſe he may 
difler with us in points of Religion, that there- 
fore his reputation ſhould thus be called in 
queſtion in this Houſe. Sir, I cannot enter 
into a diſpute with that worthy Member that 
ipoke laſt, as to the. preſidents he hath men- 
tioned, becauſe I know he is very learned in 
the Law, and the underſtanding of ſuch things 
belongs 
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belongs more particularly to ſuch as have had that 
education ;- but I humbly ofter it to the conlt= 
deration of the Houſe, whether or no, if our 
Engliſh Hiſtories be true, moſt of thoſe prece- 
dents were not accompanied with bloud and 
miſery ? And I am of opinion, thatif this dilin- 
heriting Bill ſhould pals, it wilt not have bet- 
ter ſucceſs. I cannot doubt hut that this Houſe is 
for keeping up the Monarchical Government 
of this Nation, we all know. how the balance 
hath been altered by Henry the 7:h's leſſening the 
Peers,and Henry the 8s deſtroying theChurch, 
and by the Sale of the Crown-Lands. I pray 
Sir, let us have a care, how we give a greater 
blow than. all this, by making. the Crown Ele- 
(tive. The King loſt his Father by one Rebel- 
lion. I know this Houſe would not willingly be 
the. cauſe of loſing his Brother by another, 
which I am afraid this Bjll, if it ſhould paſs, will 
occation hereafter, eſpecially if we name no 
Succellour, for which I am the more ſorry be- 
cauſe 1 do not know for whom to draw my 
Sword. 

Mr. Speaker, 

Sir H.C, Sir, | doobſcrve, and am glad toſee 
it, that all that have ſpoken in this buſineſy prg 
or con, ſeem to agree, that we ought to do all 
wecan to preſerve the preſent Government,and 
prevent a Civil War, but we difter about the 
way; ſome think that this Bill is the only way, 
and othersare of a contrary opinion, cannot tel] 
ior what good regſon. For there-bcing nothing 
intended by this Bill, but the Exclulion of the 
Duke only, in order to prevent the great dan- 
gers We lie under [by reaſon. of his great. influ- 

H 2 ence 
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ence at Court at preſent, and thoſe we fear, 
if ever a Popiſh King ſhould aſcend the Throne. 
There being nothing in the Bill that tends any 
ways to prejudice the next Heir, it cannot in my + 
poor opinion wetaken,much leſs tend toalter the 
. preſent Government, or be any prejudice to 
the Royal Family, more than in the Excluſion 
of this one Perſon intended by the Bill. From 
whom there can be no fear af a Civil War un- 
feſs we ſhould imagine that the people of this 
Nation, when they have a Law, upon the ob- 
ſervation and execution whereof, their Lives, 
Liberties and Religion depend, they ſhould be 
fo great Brutes as not to value themſelves there- 
on, but rather imbrace a blind ſuperſtitious Re- 
ligion, and ſubmit to all the Slavery imaginable. 
We may as well think that after the King's de- 
ceaſe, the people will be willing to ſubmit to the 
Government and pretended Authority of the 
Pope himſelf,though they ſhould be never ſo well 
able to defend themſelves. The worthy Mem- 
ber that ſpoke laſt, did ina manner affirm, 
that all the Precedents that have been mention'd 
as to the ſetling of the Succeſſion of the Crown 
by AC of Parliament, have been accompani- 
ed with. Blond. If he would but take the pains 
to pernſe the Hiſtories of England, I think 
he would be of another opinion. Bat [ 
am ſure, none ever equalized the ſhort Reign 
of Queen Mary. The Barbarities which were 
exerciſed in her Reign, by Fire and Faggot, 
may be put into the balance with all the incon- 
veniencies that ever happened by any Excluſion- 
At. Burt Sir, if it had been ſo, which I utter- 


ly deny, it would not haye ſignified” much asto 
on 
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our caſe, for in thoſe days matter of Right was 
always ſo confounded (I mean as to the under- 
ſtanding of the people) by the many Arguments 
that were impoſed on them by each Party, that 
neither point of Right, nor any conſideration 
as to any thing of Intereſt, came fairly before 
them. Whether A. or B. ſhould be King, was 
their only queſtion, without being loaden with 
any difficulties, as to which the Common and 
Major part of the people in thoſe days mighr 
probably be very indifferent. And yet, Sir, up- 
on a full Examination, it will be found that 
moſt of thoſe Acts of Parliament touching the 
Succeſſion, had the effeft they were deſigned 
for, and did ſerve as Expedients, to prevent 
thoſe miſeries, which were feared and were the 
occaſion of them. But, Sir, the caſe will be 
now much otherways, if ever you ſhould be fo 
unfortunate, as that the Duke ſhould out live 
theKing,and you ſhould cometo try the ſtrength 
of this Excluſion-Bill: For the queſtion in this 
Caſe will not be only whether A. which is Ex- 

cluded, or B. which is the next Heir ſhall accor- 

ding to this Act be King, but . whcther it ſhall be 

a Papiſt, or a Proteſtavt. Upon which it will 

plainly appear, the ſafety of their Eſtates, Lives 
and Religion doth depend. Sir, I have heard 

and read of ſtrange things done by Popiſh Mira- 

cles, and I muſt confeſs, Sir, I have ſcen much of 
it, even amongſt many, that pretend to be good Pro- 

teſt ants, ſmce the Plot broke out, 1 mean as to their 

believing any thing againſt Popery. If ſome ſuch 

Omnipotent Power, ſhould hereafter over-rule 
in ſuch a conjunCtion, haply this Bill if it ſhould 

paſs into an Act, may be fighted and neglect- 
H 3 ed, 
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ed, bnt otherways I humbly conceive it cannot 
be preſumed, that the Proteſtants ſhould omit 
to make uſe of it to ſave themſelves from Po- 
pery and Slavery ; which would be the conſe- 
quence thereof ; and thereby not only prevent 
a Civil War, but ſnpport the Government e- 
ſtabliſhr in the right Line. The truth is, Sir, the 
moit material Obſervation thatI can make of the 
Arguments againſt this Bill, 1s, that it is thought 
t00 good for us; and that it may probably be effettual 
for the ſecuring of the Proteſtant Religion. And [ 
am afraid, Sir, that this 1s the fatal Conſideration, 
that hath Prevailed with ſome to adviſe the King 
not to grant it. If we conſider how all other 
Laws which have been hitherto made againſt 
the Duke have been defeated, we may with ſome 
reaſon fear the like ſucceſs of all others that 
ſhall be made , uhileſs yon can do ſomething 
that may tend to changing of the Intereſt, 

which can never be done without this Bill. We 
have a great many old Laws againſt Papiſts, but 
I did never hear that any thing was done by 
virtue of them that ever prejudiced the Duke ; 

it was once attempted by a preſentment made 
by a Grand Jury. The ſucceſs was,that a known 
material Law of the Land muſt be broken by 
an extrajudicial diſcharge of the Jury, rather 
than the Law againſt him ſhould have any Ef- 
fect. There was a Law not long ſince made, 
obliging all Perſons that held or executed any 
Office, to take the Tranſubſtantiation Teſt ; 
itis true, the D«ke was fo brave Spirited as not 
to dillemble and take the Teſt, though haply 
was carneſtly preſt with a diſpenſation. Yet 
hath not that Law had any efte& in favour of 
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the Proteſtant Religion, for though the Duke 
hath not ſince acted in his Offices by himſelf, 
he put in, as his Deputies, Perſons of ſo much 
Gratitude as have in all things followed his di- 
rections. So that asto himſelf, the At hath not 
proved of any force. There was another A& 
lately made which was intended chiefly againſt 
him 3 I mean that of Excluding Papiſts from 
litting in either Houſe, there he got himſelf 
fairly excepted by name. Now we would ſecure 
our Religion by another Bill againſt him. 1 
find it meets with oppoſition here, what it may 
mcet with elſewhere I cannot tell. But if /ach 
be his Power under a Proteſtant King, what may 
we xot juſtly fear if he ſhould come to be*King him- 


ſelf? Ithink nothing leſs than Popery, Miſery 


and Slavery, from which we can never be ſaved 
but by having this Bill, and therefore I humbly 
move you that this Bill may paſs. 

Mr. Speaker, ; 

D. F. Sir, I will not ſay that AQs of Parlia- 
ment cannot diſpoſe of the Succeſſion, becauſe 
it was made Treaſon by a Statute in the 1 3th. of 
Elizabeth, Which I do not remember was ever 
repealed. But I will deny that the Kings of Eng- 
land Rule by virtue of any Statute-Law, as was 
ſuggeſted, for their Right is by ſo ancient a 
prolcription as that it may juſtly be ſaid to be 
from God alone, and that no Power on Earth 
ought to diſpute it. And I am of opinion, that 
the Succeſſion of the Crown is inſeparably an- 
nexed to proximity of Bloud, and therefore 
am not yet altered in my opinion that, if this 
Bill ſhould paſs into a Law, it weuld be of it ſelf 
invalid. Which with what hath bcen already 
H 4 faid, 
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ſaid, that we cannot in Juſtice anſwer the in- 
flicting of this ſevere Condemnation without 
hearing the Party concern*d ; and the improba- 
bility of -ever attaining this Bill, doth very 
much weigh with me for my Opinion againſt 
this Bill. But, Sir, I think there are many doubts 
ariſe from the penning of the Bill, if the Prin- 
ceſs of Orange ſhould come to the Crown du- 
ring the Duke's life, and the Duke ſhould af- 
terwards have a Son, mult that Son loſe hisRight 
for ever ? I ſee no proviſion made by this ACt 
to ſave his Right, and may not that occaſion as 
great a Civil War, betiween his Generation, 
and the Princeſss C hildren as ever happend 
between Torkand Lancaſter ; and, Sir, I am'ſtill 
unſatisfied, as fo that proviſo about the Duke's 
Children, that it is not made as it,oughto be, 
and I am afraid that in the whole matter we 
are gratifying France and the Papiſts too, by lay- 
ing a ſtumbling block of Diviſion even among} 
Proteſtants themſelves,and giving ſo great an oc- 
cafſion for a Civil War ; which I hopeyon will 
endeavour to prevent, by throwing out this Bill. 
Mr. Speaker, 

F. T. Sir, I have hearkened to the objeCtions 
that have been made againſt this Bill, which 
have not convinc'd me, that we want either a 
juſt cauſe or legal Power for the making of this 
Bill. If the Popiſh Intereſt be grown too ſtrong for 
the Proteſtant, then any of theſe Arguments 
ſerve, for force aud Power will ſupply the defett of 
them; Otherwaysl think they have been ſo ful- 
ly anſwered, as that there is no need more ſhonld 
be ſaid about this matter ; but I am ſorry to ſce 

that the Proteſtant Religion and our Lives and 
| Liberties 
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Liberties mult have nothing to depend on, but 
the continuance of the King's Life, and the 
good Nature of the, Popiſh Party afterward. 
And this after ſuch demonſtration as we have 
of the Intereſt of that Party in France, Scotland 
and Ireland, as well as here; and after 'a full 
detetion of the growth of that Intereſt by 
means of the Duke's, and of the endeavours 
that are uſed to poſleſs the Proteſtants with 
{ſeveral Opinions that will tend very much to 
the ſtrengthning of it, and a clear Diſcovery 
that the Plot in, favour of Popery . goeth on 
as much as ever.It hath created in me an opinion, 
that Popery is too ſtrong to be ſubdued by 
Laws, and that after this King's. Life, the Pro- 
reſtant Religion muſt euher 'be overcome by Popery, 
or defend it ſclf by the Sword, At leaſt | believe, 
that this is the Deſign of ſome men now a= 
bout the King, but I hope he will at laſt hear- 
ken to the advice of his Parliament, and pre- 
vent the Nation from falling into ſo miſerable 
a condition: the objeftion made about the 
Duke's Son, if he ſhould have any, after either 
of his Daughters have taken poſleflion of the 
Government, may in ſome meaſure be made 
- againſt the courſe of Succeſſion obſerved in all 
Kingdoms; if a King die leaving a Queen, 
the next Heir is preſently proclaimed, to 
vent, an interregnum, though there be a pollibi- 
lity of the Queen's being with Child, to whom 
the Right ſhould in the firſt place belong. WM -; 
any ſach ſhould be born, ſuch a ſctlement as 1s 
deſigned by this Bill , may deſtroy the French 
and Popiſh Intereſt, but can never be a grati- 
fication to them; our Anceſtors upon many 
, occaſians 
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occaſions ſetled and changed the Succeſſion : Of 
which he gave many Inſtances, and concluded 
for the Bull. 


— 
ww 


The 1 7th. of November, 1680. 


His Majeſty's Meſſage about Targicr was read. 


H7 S Majeſty did in his Speech at the opening of 
thus Seſſion deſire the Advice and Aſſiſtance of 
Flu Parliament in relation to Tangier : The Condi- 
tion and Inportance of the Place oblige His Majeſty 
to pat thes Houſe in mind again, that he relies upon 
them for the Support of it, without which it cannot 
be much longer preſerved. His Majeſty doth there- 
fore very earneſtly recommend Tangier again to the 
Aue and ſpeedy Care and Conſideration of this Houſe. 


Mr. Speaker, 

Sir W. F. Sir, I amvery ſorry that the Buſt 
neſs of Supply for Tangier is now moved, be- 
cauſe take it to be a Place of great Importance, 
and that as well for the Honour of the Nation, 
as Benefit of Trade, it onght to be preſerv'd, 
But, Sir; we have now things of greater impor- 
tance to look aftcr, of ſo preſſing a nature, and 
of ſo dangerous conſequence if delay*d, that we 
cannot anſwer either to our King or our Coun- 
try the preferring this before it. Jt 3s a Duty 
Incumbert 0n us, to ſecure things at home, on which 
our All depends, before we enter into an Expence of 
Time about ſecuring things abroad. If an Enemy 


were but coming to invade us, it might be pro- 
: per 
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per to Fortifie Dover-Caſtle, Portſmonth, or Ply- 
mouth, or any of our Port-Towns : But if an 
Enemy were actually Landed, it wauld be more 
proper to ſtrengthen London, or other Inland 
Cities ox Towns. I am afraid, Sir, this is too 
much our Caſe; I am afraid we, have got an 
Enemy within our Bowels, and a great one too, 
and thar it is high time to make preparation to 
oppoſe him. We nave been already careleſs 
and inconfiderate too long ; and ſhall we now 29 
about 7argier, inſtead of continuing our endea- 
vours about that? Tangier may be of great Im- 
portance to Trade, but, I 2m afraid, hath not 
been ſo managed, as to be any Security to the 
Proteſtant Religion, The Portugue/es, when 
they delivered it up, did covenant to have one 
Popiſh Church remain there, for the convenien- 
cy of ſome Prieſts and Friars, and others of that 
Nation, that were permitted to ſtay there ; but 
it was then agreed, That their Mortality ſhould 
not be ſupplied, that do after the deceaſe of 
thoſe perions, the ſaid Popiſh Church might be 
demoliſhed, or converted to a-Proteſtant Ule. 
But I am well inforn''d, that it hath been other- 
wiſe managed, and that the Papiſts there arc 
now more than ever. And was not my Lord 
Bellaſis, now a Priſoner in the Tower for the 
Plot, Governour of Tangier ? and 1 think ſome 
others of that Religion ; if not, I am ſure the 
Souldiersand their Commanders arg molt of that 
Religion: Which makes me conclude, 1t is a 
kind of Nurſery for Popiſh Souldiers, ana haply, 
for that reaſon, 4s miitch as for tbe advantage of 
Trade, may the Advices given bis Majeſty in refe- 
rence to Tangier proceed, But, Sir, there is o_ 
cacr 
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ther Conſideration, which will make the Debate 
of Tangier improper at this time ; Itimuſt end 
in Money, and not a little Sum neither, enough 
t6- raiſe an Army; which although in time TI. 
doubt not but this Houſe will be willing to ad- 
Vance, as far as His Majeſty's Occaſions ſhall 
require; yet, Ithink, Sir, we are not ready for 
itas yet. We mult be hetter fatished into whoſe 
hands it will go, whether to ſuck Perſons as are 
for the Popiſh Intereſt, or Proteſtant ; that ſo 
we may not be afraid, that inſtead of going to 
the Pryce of Targier, it ſhould be employed 
to the deſtruttion of the Proteſtant Religion: 
hen theſe things have been looked into, and 
ecured, thenit will be time to take care of 7an- 
gier, and of all other His Majeſty's Dominions. 
In the mean time, our Duty binds us to give His 
Majeſty all the fatisfaftion we can, as to our 
Proceedings ; and therefore I humbly move you, 
that a Committee may be appointed to draw up 
an Addreſs for that purpoſe. 
Mr. Speaker, 

L. H. Sir, Every one that knows how advan- 
tageouſly Tangier is ſituated to command the 
greateſt Thorow-fare of Commerce in the 
World; and how by the advance of the Mold 
itis like to prove an excellent Receptacle for 
our Merchant Ships, to further and ſecure them 
in their Trading Voyages into the Srrezghrs, and 
for our Men of War, when they may be 
employed in thoſe Parts, to check or — the 
Furks or other Enemies ; how advantageous it 
is for carrying on a Trade with Spain in caſes of 
extremity ; and what hopes we have of opening 


a Tradeinto Barbary that way ; I ſay, every mo 
| that 
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that will conſider theſe things, will, I ſuppoſe, 
have reaſon to conclude, that it is a Place of 
great Importance, and not to be ſlighted. And 
I cannot believe that it is any Nurſery for Po- 
| piſh Souldiers, as hath been argued; for it is 
well known under what a Regulation our Soul- 
diers are, not only here in England, but in 
Ireland too, of taking ſuch Oaths and Teſts as 
{ſecures them to-be Proteſtants. And therefore 
I am confident they were not Papiſts when they 
| went hence, or from Jreland; and I have not 
heard there is any ſych Converſion made among 
them there, nor do believe there are ſo many 
Inſtruments there for that Work. If this Buſt- 
neſs come before you unſeaſonably at this time, 
it.is becauſe the Neceſſity of the Afﬀair requires 
haſte: For, either this Houſe muſt ſpeedily 
give ſome Aſſiſtance for Tangier, or elſe it will 
be loſt: For the doors are come down with 
ſuch a mighty Army., and His Majeſly hath 
been at ſo great an Expence already, that He is 
not able of himſelf ro do more to oppole them. 
And this ſudden Danger could not by any means 
have been foreſeen; for the Motions of the 
Moors with their Armies are not like thoſe of 
Europe, but more quick and ſudden, and their 
Deſigns and Conſultations out of the reach of any 
Diſcovery by Intelligence, before put in execu- 
tion. This Notice is more ſeaſonable now, 
- than it, would have been after the Place had 
been loſt, which, I am afraid, will be the next 
News, if ſomething be not done by fthis Houle 
to relieve it. And therefore I humbly move 
you to thigk of ſome -effeftual way to relieve 
it for the preſent, and ſecure it for the future 
againſt the like Attempts. _ Mr, 
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'Mr. Speaker, 

F. H. Sir , among the reſt of theRegiments that 
have been ſent to 7 angier, 1 think there is my 
Lord of Dumbarton?s, haply that air might have 
changed them, but 1 am ſure they were lookt up- 
on as rank Papilts all the*while they were here, 
and I believe in /reland too. I have heard thar 
one Argument that was lately given elſewhere 
againſt a Bill which we paſs'd in this Houſe, 
was that the Duke had all the Papiſts in E-- 
gland ready tor his aſſiſtance, that his particu- 
lar friends had the command of all the places 
of ſtrength in this Nation, that he had an Ar- 
my of Twenty two Thouſand men in Scotland at 
his Command, that in Jrelazrd the Papiſts were 
fix to one for the Proteſtants, and that moſt of 
the Princes of Chriſtendom were Combined 
for his aſſiſtance ; add to this, that the Govern- 
ment of Tanger is alſo at hs Command, and 
I think we ſhall have no great reaſon to give 
Moncy as yet; I am very well fatished, Sir, 
that we ought and muſt put a- truſt» in the 
King, an Argument much uſed in former Par- 
liaments, I do admire hath been ſo long for- 
gotten in this. 1 am ſenſible too that this Na- 
tion cannot be happy, unleſs there be ſuch an 
underſtanding hetween the King and his Pto- 
ple, - as that Money may be- given. * Bur, 
Sir, if the things I 'have repeated be true, as 
I am afraid they are, how ſhall we be ſure that 
what Money we give, ſhallever go to the King ? 
May it not be intercepted by the mighty power, we 
have been Speaking off ? May it not be 2 great 
tempration for carrying on the Ployy eſpecially 


as to that part of it- that refers to: his ſacred 
lite ? 
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tife ? If there were no other reaſon to be given 
but this, why we cannot at this time give Money, 
T think it enozgh ; for there 1 aperfett contragittion 
between the Kings Intereſt, and the Dukes Intereſt 5 
and until we ſee about the King perſons leſs in- 
gaged for the Duke's Intereſt, we cannot An- 
{wer the, giving of Money; and I humbly 
move you, that the Committee may make this 
conlideration part of their Addreſs. 
Mr. Speaker, | 

W.-H. Sir, my Lord Bellaſis hath not only 
been Governour of Tangier, but of Hull too, 
and what a place that is to be intruſted with a 
Papiſt, I refer to your conſideration, And he 
was not only always in Places of great Truſt, 
bnt in ſo great a Power, that none of the Laws 
of this Land could ever reach him. Only upon 
breaking out of the Plot, he was Committed 
to the Tower, but now that he is there, he 
hath ſo much Power, (he or his Friends for 
him ) as that he hath all the liberty he can 
there deſire ; and farther, proceedings againſt 
him are kept off by Prorogations and Dillolu- 
tions of Parijaments. By which the Evidence 
of the moſt material Witneſſes as to the Plot 
is loſt, and great endeavours have not been 
wanting to corrupt or defame the reſt. By 
which it is plain, though he be in the, Tower, 
yet his Intereſt is not much abated, inſomuch 
as many believe that the Dukes Intereſt, and 
Popery, is in a great meaſure carried on, upon 
conſultations. held with him and ſome of the 
reſt in the Tower. Ar leaſt this is certain, that 
they know all ſecrets of State alloon as any 
perſons withont, And therefore I think we 
are 
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are not yet ripe to give Money for Tavgrer. 
And, Sir, I am of opinion that Targier is a 
Nurſery for Popiſh Souldiers ; amongſt the reſt, 
1 think, Capt. Tom. # there who was to have 
headed the Apprentices Mutiny in London; and if 1 
be ot miſinformed a Capt. too for that intended emi- 
nent fervice, When we are aſſured that we ſhall 
have a good Proteſtant Governour and Garriſon 
in Tangier, then I ſhall heartily give my Vote 
for Money for it, but I am afraid that will ne- 
ver be, until we are ſure of a good Prote- 
ſtant Succeſſour at home. Sir, I ſee that new 
dangers ſtart up daily, and that the Popiſh In- 
tereſt is ſtrong enough to bid defiance to the 
Proteſtants, the power and merits of the Duke 
being magnified frequently above the King)s. 
How to prevent the growth of it I do-not know ; 
all that we can do at this time is, to appoint 
a Committee to draw up an Addreſs (as hath 
been moved) to repreſent things fairly to. the 
King ; and pray, Sir, let it be drawn with that 
duty and humility as becomes Subjects, bt with 
that truth and platnneſs as becomes a true Engliſh 
Houſe of Commons. 
Mr. Speaker. 

E. D. Sir, I am very ſenſible of the Dan- 
ger of Popery, and Iam ſorry to ſee that our 
Danger 15 now greater, than it was ſeven days 
ago , ſeeing we are not like to have thoſe 
Lawsto ſecure us, which we hoped for; and 
therefore I am not for entring into any debate 
about Money. But, Sir, ſecing that Tangier 
is a place of ſo great importance, and in fo 
great diſtreſs, and ſeeing his Majeſty hath ſo 


heartily and earneſtly recommended it to the 
care 
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care of this Houſe, as well by this Meſſage as by 
his Speech at the opening of this Parliament. 
| humbly conceive you will do well to order, 
that a true account be brought in of the ſtate 
of Tangier, that ſo it may be in a readineſs to be 
conſidered at a more leiſure time, when you 
have found out, and are aflured that you ſhall 
have ſome expedients to ſecure you againſt 
Popery, that may ſfatisfie this Honſe inſtead of 
the ExcJuſion-Eill, Some iuch order may fatiſ- 
he the World, that we were making all the 
haſte we could to ſupply it, that fo the loſs of 
It (in caſe it ſhould ſo happen) may not be im- 
puted to this Houſe. - And I make no doubt but 
there may be ſome way found out, ſo to lodge 
and appropriate the Money, as that it may be 
ſecure for that uſe; and therefore I humbly 
move you that you would order, that an -ac- 
compt of the State and Condition of way: 
may be br ought | In. 
Mr. Speaker, 

Col. B. Gr, I could wiſh our fears and jea- 
loulies were either ſo inconſiderable or fo well 
over, as that we were ripe to conlider the ſtate 
of Tangier , and into whoſe hands to lodge 
Money "or i it. But 1f our Bill be miſcarried, and 
the power and ſtrength ofthe Duke*s Party be as 
I have heard, I think we ought inthe fhrit place 
toconlider, whether we have any thing to give 
orno. Andif we find we have not, or that it 
1s 1n great jcopardy, I think we ought firſt to 
ſecure that a little better, before we treat of ſc- 
curing 1 argier. | confeſs the Arguments that L 
hear have heen uſed cl{ewhere againſt our Bill, 
have a little ſtartled me. For now I ſee why 
| al 
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all the Laws made againſt the Dake have proved 
incfteftual; and that, notwithſtanding all the 
Endeayours of Parliament, he hath had the Ad- 
miniſtration of all Aﬀairs, not only in England 
and Scotlana, but I think in Ireland too (if we 
believe the Iriſh Witneſles,) even ſince the break- 
Ing out of the Plot : Even becauſe the Duke and 
the Popith Intereſt are, 1 am afraid, ftrong e- 
nough for the King and the Proteſtant Intereſt. 
And if ſo, I think we may take it for granted, 
that we have not any thing of our own; for I 
conclude, if Popery come in, not only the 
Church-Lands, but all the Lands we have, will 
be little enough for them ;, for they will never 
want a good, holy, ſanCtified, religious Pretence 
to take them from us : Rather than fail, I doubt 
not but that they will be able: convincingly to 
make out, that we are Baſtards, or that they 
have a Rigat Faure divine; to which there can be 
no oppoſ:tion. 

Sir, I think we cannot anſwer to God nor 
Man the giving of Money , until there be a 
great Reſormation all over the Nation, as to 
Perſons in Truſt and Command. © Not but that 
there are very worthy Men in ſeveral Places ; 
but I am afraid, no where, without being over- 
power'd by ſuch who are for the Dukes Intereſt : 
And, for my part, I deſire to ſpeak plain, / 
carnot make any aiſtinttion between the Duke®s Inte- - 
reſt and the Popiſh Intereſt, If there be any Body 
that can ſplit that Hair, I wiſh he would do the 
Houſe that ſervice; for I take 1t to be a ma- 
terial Point, and fit to be agreed ſome way. 
And ifit be ſo, Sir, can we give Money, as long 


as there are eleyen to {zyen in ſome places cer- 
tainly 
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tainly known, and all in others, and in Places 
of great importance too ? 

Sir, I am very ſenſible that this Seſſion can nie- 
ver be ſucceſsful, nor the Nation happy, unleſs 
we come to have ſo fair an underſtanding with 
His Majeſty, as that we may freely/give Him 
Money ; which, ſeeing it cagnot be done with 
any ſecurity to the King or His Government, as 
long as the great Afﬀeairs of-this Nation are thus 
influenced, that there may be-no juſt cauſe of 
having any imputation lie at our door, I agree 
;n the motions that have been made for an Ad- 
dreſs, and deſire it may be drawn very full and 
plain. | 
Mr. Speaker, 

G. V. Sir, I am much afraid of Tangier, but 
more of a Popiſh Succeſſour. By the one we may 
loſe ſomething of Trade; but by the other, 
our Religion, andall we have, ſtands in danger. 
And therefore until we are fecnr*d as to that, for 
my own part, I do not think my ſelf concern'd in 
any thing elſe. Sir, for theſe two years laſt paſt 


there hath been talk of Expedients to fecure us 


againſt Popery; I believe it was only to quiet 
our Thoughts, while Popery ſteals on upon us. 
For we are fo far from having any Expedients 
brought to perfection, to ſecure us againit Po- 
pery, that all Endeavours go on as much- as 
ever to bring in Popery : Parliaments kept off 
the Witneſles, as to the Plots, both Engliſh and 
Iriſh, abuſed, and confumed ; the Church-men 
ſet up to labour for a Proſecution of the Dil- 
ſenters, in order to divide yct more the Prate- 
ſtant Intereſt ; and falſe Witneſſes, in favour of 
Popery, eountepanced and encouraged. : 

$ Tb Sir; 
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Sir, . Theſe areſtrange Expedients againſt Po- 
pery ; I begin to be perſwaded that our caſe is 
very deſperate,' and that the Popiſh Party them- 
ſelves cannot contrive any thing for us that will 
look like' an Expedient : For, I make no doubr, 
but the whole Cabal of Je/airs have been at 
work about it,and that they would have ſpawn'd 
ſomething, if it had been poſlible, beforenow. 
But I believe it 1s found to be*very difficult to 
find out any thing that will look like an Expe- 
dient,: and yet not . prove ſo : And therefore 
now they are plainly carrying on thoſe things 
that muſt be- proſecuted in order to eſtabliſh 
Popery, in caſe the expectation of Expedients 
fhould not longer lull the People afleep : The 
ridiculing of the' Plot, the Diviſions between 
our Church-men and Diſlenters, and the danger 
or inconſiſtency of Parliaments with a Monar- 
chical Government. -- Which things will deſerve 
a longer Debate, 'when you ſhall think good to 
appoint a Day for them. But, in the mean time, 
we cannot give Money, without endangering the 
Religion and Government of the Nation. But 
that we may always ſhew to his Majeſty*s Meſla- 
ges, that Reſpect which is due to them, and, if 
poſlible, ſatisfie him, that our Reſolutions are 
grounded on true .Reaſon, let a Committee be 
appointed to draw up -an Addreſs, upon the 
Debate of the Houle. 

Mr. Speaker, 
+ $.T, Sir, Ithink that no body ſhould move 
you to take the State of 7 angier-into your Con- 
{ideration at this time, without an Apology : 
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bis Fiddle when Rome was on fire, When we 'are 
in ſuch danger to have our Throats cut from 
within, to what purpoſe will it be to ſpend our 
time about ſecnring things abroad ; eſpecially 
when we plainly ſee, it cannot be effefted by 
any Supplies, without encreaſing our Fears and 
Dangers of our DeſtruCtion? Is not all England 
in danger to be loſt? Let'ns ſecure the Ship 
before we diſpoſe of the Cabhins. When we 
are ſecure agaihſt a Popiſh Succeſlor, and the 
tear of having a Popiſh King, then it will be 
time to think of Tangier : For, as the Power of 
a Popiſh Succeſſor hath lately appear'd, in the 
Oppoſition made to our Bill, ſo, I make no 
doubt but it will appear in the Management of 
our Money too, if we ſhould giveany : When 
the Stomach 1s clean, what Food a Man takes 
turns to Nutriment, and preſerves the Life and 
Strength of the Body ; but when the Stomach 
is foul, -Food turns to Humour and Deftruction: 
Sir, ſo it is with the Body Politick ; When the 
King ſhall be pleaſed to remove from him ſuch as 
give him 11] Advice, and are againſt the Prote- 
ſtant Intereft, that ſo we may have reaſon to 
preſume that the Money will be employed for 
our good, then I hope we ſhall be ready to 
ſhew our Duty, in giving as much Money as His 
Occaſions ſhall require ; otherwiſe I am afraid 
we may be ſerved as we have been formerly. 
I remember when 1100000 1. was given for Build- 
ing of Ships,- and not one Ship built , and above T wo 
Millions given to ſupport the Triple League, and 
then it was preſently employed for the breakmg of 1t 
when 12000001. was given for an Aftual War with 
France, when at the ſame time we were under - 
: I 3 $4. 
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the Obligations for Peace, and ſo continued. Sir, 

theſe axe ſuch. material Iemento*s as we ought 

never to forget, until we have more cauſe to 

laok forwards,and not backwards ; which I pray 

God we may have very ſpeedily, and then 1 

hall be ready to join in giving of Money, and 

be very well content to forget all that is paſt. 

But as yet I think our Condition is not ſo hap- 

Py, but rather fear the Management of our Af- 

fairs is very much out of order : For though we 

had never more Treaſurers, yet never leſs Money y 

never more Admirals, yet never a worſe Fleet ; and 
though never more Counſellours, yet never leſs Safety. 
Of which I hope His Majeſty is, or will be ſen- 
ſible. For, it cannot be imagined, that ſeeing 
he hath ſo much care for 7 arngier, he ſhould 
want any for the Nation, That we may do our 
Duty, in giving Him the beſt Advice we can, let 
vs give him the Grounds and Reaſons of our 
Proceedings, by an Addreſs, as hath been 
moved. 

Mr.. Speaker, 

Lord R. If ever there ſhould happen in this 
Nation any ſuch Change, as that / ſhould not 
have liberty to live a Proteſtant, I am reſolved to 
ae one; and therefore would not willingly have 
the Hands of our Enemies ſtrengthned, as I ſup- 
poſe they would be, if we ſhould give Money 
while we are ſureit muſt goto the hands of the 
Duke's Creatrues. Doth not the Duke's Intereſt 
endanger the King's Life ? and are not onr Lives 
and Fortunes in danger to be ſwallowed up by 
his Power ? and ſhall we yet makehim ſtronger, 
by putting Money into their hands? No, Sir, 
they are too ſtrong already ; but whenever His 

| Majeſty 
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Majeſty ſhall be pleaſed to free us of the danger 
of a Popiſh Succeſlor,and remove from his Coun- 
cil and places of Truſt, all thoſe that are for 
his Intereſt, (becauſe therecan be no diſtin(tion 
made between the Duke's Intereſt and Popiſh,) 
then, Sir, I will conclude, that what Money we 
ſhall give, will be diſpoſed off according to his 
Majeſty's own Royal pleaſure, and for the true 
Proteſtant Intereſt. And [ ſhall be ready to give 
all I have in the World, if his Majeſty ſhould 
have occaſion for it,z but in the mean timel pray 
Sir, let us not endeavour to deſtroy onr ſelves by 
our own hands. If we may not be fo happy as 
to better the condition of the Nation, | pray 
Sir, let us not make it worſe. And until the 
King ſhall be pleaſed to give us incouragement 
to expreſs our Duty and Loyalty to him by giv- 
ing him Money, let us do it by making an Ad- 
dreſs. 
Mr. Speaker, 

W. L. Sir, I have reaſon to have ſome know- 
ledge of Tangier, having been there my ſelf, and 
convers'd all my life time with Perſons that have 
gone up and down the Streights and been there 
many times, but I cannot agree with thoſe wor- 
thy Members that make it a place of ſo great 
importance. That we ſhall ever thereby open a 
Trade with the 24oors is a mere Chimera; they 
will not have any Trade with us. All the hopes 
we can haye of any advantage from it, is from 
the 4/4, if it ſhould be finiſhed. But I am 
afraid we have ſeen the beſt of it, and that it 
wilt hardly ever be brought to more perfeCti- 
on than it is. But Sir, if it ſhould, in a time of 
peace 'with Spain, it will be of littlevſe to us z 
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for the Bay of Cadizis upon ſeveral accompts 
ſo much more convenient for Ships to ſtop;at, 
that it will always be preferred. For they will 
not only have a ſafe riding, but the Merchants 
Ships great advantages, made by Fraight or 
Sales of Goods, which generally happens in 
that Port, and. of good Company, whether go- 
ing up or down the Streights. Our Men of War 
do not there want Conveniencies to Careen, or 
other neceſlaries, and will be then more ready 
to- do the Nation ſervice, by convoying Ships, 
than at Zargier, as alſo to carry on the money 
Trade.But it is true that in a time of a War with 
Spain, it would be very ſerviceable to us. But 
if-it-mulſt coſt 100000, /. per annum, and it a 
War with Spaiz be not like to happen one year 
in twenty, I am of opinion that the certain 
charge will amount to more than the uncertain 
iInconveniency,and therefore that we need not be 
ſo extremely concern'd for it. 
Mr. Speaker. 

T.L. Sir, I ſhould not have concern'd my 
ſelf in this debate, but that I differ from that 
worthy Member that ſpoke laſt. For TI think it 
would be a great blow not only to the Honour, 
but to the Trade of the Nation, if Tangier ſhould 
beloſt. For it will always be ſerviceable, as 
well for our Men of War to reſort to for Pro- 
viſions, and to be clean'd, in order to check 
The rapine of the 7 «rks,or oppoſe other Enemies, 
asfor the proteCtion of our Merchant-men. In 
time of Peace with Spain, it will ( if we have E- 
nemies) be better have two Ports than one; in 
time of War with Spair, much better haye.this 
than none, And even in the time of Peace,it _ 
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be ſerviceable upon many occaſions, becauſe 
of its Situation on the Ba#bary {ide asI take it, 
and Caaiz on the Chriſtian Shore, and both near 
the Streights-Mouth , the greateſt pallage for 
Ships in the World. And by parting with it, 
we may. not only be prejudiced for want of the 
conveniency of it, but by the great inconvenien- 
cles that may ariſe, by talling into the hands of 
the French, Turks, Moors, or Spaniards, And 
therefore | think the charge of maintaining it, 
muſt not be conlidered in this caſe,and it is not ſo 
much, but thatif we could once fall into the way 
of ſending goodGovernorsthere,that would mind 
the promoting of Trade, haply the gains that 
might be levied thereon, would in ſome time 
prove ſufficient to maintain the Garriſon. And if 
we ſhould now part with it, we ſhould loſe the 
two Millions we have laid out on the/Mold,which 
I think, may alſo be worth our conſideration. 
Sir, 1 do well remember what a cry there was 
in this Nation, upon the delivery up of 
Dunkirk to the Freneh; I believe if Tangier 
ſhould be delivered np there would be more, 
and I think not without cauſe too. For I am 
afraid, that whenever we may have a War with 
France,we ſhall find that he hath already too ma- 
ny locks upon us in the Szreights, ſeeing he is ſo 
formidableat Sea. And I think if it were for no 0- 
ther reaſon but to ſecure theplace ont of his hands 
we ought to keep the poſſeſſion of this place. 
Mr. Speaker, 

LF. Sir , by the diſcourſe which the worthy 
Member made which ſpoke laſt, I hope you are 
fully {atisfied that Tangier is a place of great 
importance, and you may conclude that his _ 
Jett 
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jeſty is clearly of that opinion, or elſe it is not 
likely that after he had recommended it to you 
in his Speech, he would now ſo ſoon have mind- 
ed you of it again by his Meſlage. And being 
ſo, I hope this Houſe will not have the loſs of 
it lie at their Doors, which l take for granted, 
will be the Fate thereof, if ſome Supply be not 
given for its ſupport ſpeedily. For his Ma- 
jeſty*s Revenue will not bear the advancing of 
more Money towards it, the great ſupplies late- 
ly ſent, having been very chargeable; and yet 
there muſt be an additional Supply, and that a 
conſiderable one too ere long, to make up the 
Garriſon four thouſand men, or elſe the Govern- 
our Writes he cannot be in a poſture to defend 
the Town, the Army of the Moors is ſo Potent. 
Sir, I have heard the many Reaſons that 
have been given, why Money cannot be at 
preſent advanced, I cannot ſay without being 
much concerned to hear the Miniſters ſo Ar- 
raigned, and I think without cauſe; For I be- 
lieve there are none about his Majeſty but what 
are very good Proteſtants, and willing to do all 
they can for that Intereſt : Which I hopeupon a 
farther coniideration, will not be found to be 
in ſuch apparent danger. Bur if there be any 
thing amiſs ({ which in the management of ſo 
great Affairs, under ſuch difficulties as the Na+ 
tion hath lately ſtrugled under) may poſlibly be, 
I am confident the loſs of Tangier will no way 
remedy it ; but on the contrary, the giving of 
Money for the ſupport of Tangier, being his 
Majeſty cdoth ſo earneſtly deſire it, 1s, I think 
the only way for this Houſe to gain a good 


Opinion with his Majeſty, and to obtain _ 
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they deſire ; and therefore I hope you will take 
it into your conſideration, 


Mr. Speaker, 


Sir EF. W. Sir, My apprehenfions as to the 
State of the Nation, and danger of Popery, 
are no way abated by what this Honourable 
Member hath ſaid, and therefurc I think the 
buſineſs of Tangier looks too little for this 
Days debate. Eſpecially it we confider how the 
Bill upon which all our hopes were grounded 
as to the ſecurity of our Religion hath been 
uſed by the Lords, thrown out, without ſo 
much as a conference, whereas they do not * 
uſually do ſo, with Bills that relate to ſome 
little trade. It is ſtrange that after they have 
{ooften declared the danger of Popery, and a 
Popiſh Plot, they will neither receive any remedy 
from us, nor propoſe any to w. Kut rather on 
the contrary be ſo induſtrious to blaſt all our 
endeavours that tend that way; well may we 


. be afraid of our Religion, sf the Fathers of the 


Church will join, in being againſt the only means 
that can ſave it, Thele are freſh inſtances of 
the mighty power, and influence of a Popilh 
Succeſlor ; what may we expect from thenr if 
we ſhould have a Popiſh King? I think, Sir, if 
there were no other reaſon, it is enough to 
make us cautious how we give Money ; and 
take ſuch notice of in our Addreſs as may be 
convenient. 


Mr. Speaker, 
Sir W. T. Sir, This debate hath more of 
veight in it, than the bufineſs of Tergier, % 
FNINK> 
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think. As affairs now ſtand, the moſt part of Chri- 
ſtendom 1s concerned in it, I am ſure all the Pro- 
teſtants. And therefore I hope your patience will 
hold out, to have the whole Circumſtances of it 
fairly Examined : For the Arguments that have 
been offered in the conſideration of this Meſ- 
ſage , have inlarged the debate further than 
was at firſt intended, and have brought the 
whole State of the Nation in ſome meaſure be- 
fore you, inſtead of that one particular buſi- 
neſs of .7 angier ; ſo that now what Reſolve you. 
make will be a Diſcovery of your Inclinations, 
not only as to what you intend to. do as to 
a ſupply for Tangier, but as to giving Money 
for Alliances and all other occaſions, upon 
which reſult.the good or bad ſucceſs of this 
Parliament doth depend. As to Tangier, ] do 
agree with that worthy Member that ſpoke be- 
fore, (though many are of a different Opinion) 
that it is not of any great uſe to us upon the 
account of any advantage we ſhall make by it. But 
however I think itis very well worth our keep-- 
ing ; becauſe of the diſadvantages we ſhould re- 
ceive by it, if it ſhould fall into the hands ei- 
ther of the 7rk or Spamiard, but eſpecially 
the French ; who will not only be thereby en- 
abled to fetter us, as to our Trade in the Levant, 
but to curb alſo all other Nations whatſoever ; 
and be ſuch an addition to the too great Power 
he hath acquired, both by Sea and Land already, 
that I am of Opinion we ought to be very 
cautious how we weaken the Security we now 
have that it ſhall not fall into his hands. But 
if the Mold and the Town could be blown in- 
to the Air, or otherwiſe reduced into its firſt 
Chaos, 
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Chaos, I think, conſidering the charge it will 
coſt keeping, England would not be much the 
worſe for it; but to move you to conſider any 
thing about that, at this time, cannot be pro- 
per, becauſe the doors c have fo beſieged it, 
that the firſt thing that muſt be done, whether 
in order to keep it or deſtroy it, is, to beat 
them off, by ſome ſpeedy Supplies which muſt 
bej preſently ſent, or elſe the Town according 
to the beſt Information come from thence, is like 
to be loſt. And, Sir, I think this ſingle con- 
ſideration may be perſwaſive to move you to 
give ſome ſuch Supply as may be preciſely ne- 
celſary for the defence and protection of this 
Place. A ſmall Sum of Money, in' compari- 
ſon of what this Houſe hath formerly given, 
may be ſufficient to fſatisfie his-Majeſty*s ex- 
pectation, and ſecure the Place too, Bur I muſt 
confeſs, Sir, 1t 1s not the conſideration of Tan- 
ter that makes me preſs you to it; but the 
deplorable Eſtate of the Proteſtants abroad. 
Sir, I have had the honour to ſerve his Majeſty 
in ſome publick Imployments,, and by that 
means may be a little more ſenſible of the State 
of Afﬀairs in reference to our Neighbours, - 
than others may be, having not only had the 
advantage of Information, but was under a neceſ- 
ſity of uſing my beſt endeavours to get a true 
accompt of them. Sir, 1'am confident the Eyes 
of all Europe are upoz thus Parliament, and not 
only the Proteſtants abroad, but many Catholick, 
Countries ( who ſtand in fear of the Power of 
France) do think themſelves as much concerned in 
the Succeſs of this Parliament, as this Houſe, and 
will be as much perplexed to hear any ill news there- 


of 
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of. This, Sir, as well as the neceſſities of our 
Aﬀairs at home, make me trouble you. at this 
time, to defire yon to be careful what you 
do, that we may not occaſion in his Majeſty 
any dillike to this Honſe. Whatever you do 
as to the buſineſs of Money for 7 anger, I pray, 
Sir, let there be no notice taken in your Addreſs, 
of the Lords having caſt out your Bill, for we 
have no reaſon to think- the King was any 
ways concern'd therein, To throw out a Bill 
of ſo great importance, without a conference, 
was.in my humble opinion very ſtrange, and 
contrary to the uſual proceedings of that Houle. 
But pray, Sir, let it lie at their Doors that 
did it, for the King could not be concern'd in 
a Parliamentary way. For by this means we 
may obviate all miſunderſtandings with his Ma- 
jeſt y about this Afﬀair, and I hope, create in him 
a good opinion of this Houſe, upon which the 
welfare not only of this Nation but of Europe 
doth much depend. 

Sir, His Majeſty in his Meſſage puts you in 
mind of giving advice as well as Money, I think 
if we make that expreſſion, the ground of our 
Addreſs, we may Naturally graft very good 
things thereon, eſpecially what may conduce to 
the preſervation of a fair Correſpondence. -Sir, 
Though a King alone cannot ſave @ Kingdom, yet a 
King alone can do very much to Ruin it 5, and though 
Parltaments alone cannot ſave this Kingdom, yet 
Parliaments alone may do much to Ruin it. 
And therefore we cannot be too circumfſpect. 
an.what we do. It is our Fortune to fit here in 
a Cratical time, when not only the Aﬀeairs of 


tbis Nation, but the Proteſtant Religion _— 
| need - 
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need our continuance, and for the ſame reaſon 
we may juſtly fear that there are thoſe who en- 
deavour to contrive the putting off this Par- 
liament. I pray, Sir, let us not give them any 
advantage, and then I doubt not but his. Ma- 
jeſty's care and goodneſs, will at laſt overcome 
all difficulties, and bring this Seſſion to a happy 
Conclulion. 
Mr. Speaker, | 

E. D. Sir, I think his Majeſty may eaſily ſend 
ſuccour to Tangier without any great charge. 
Here are three or four Regiments of Souldiers 
about this Town-which do rather hurt than good 
to the Nation, and therefore may very well be 
ſpared, and then that Money which pays them 
now here, may pay them there, -and ſo I ſup- 
poſe there will be no need of Money, fave only 
for their Tranſportation. 

Mr. Speaker, "—_ 

P. Sir, This buſineſs hath been ſo long and 
fairly debated, as that I think it is high time 
you ſhould come to a queſtion, and put the 
buſineſs off your hands. I hope there will be 
great care taken in drawing this Addreſs, that 
ſo our Enemies may not have any ground to _ 
repreſent us as a ſtubborn Parliament, that 
have no intention to give Money upon any 
Terms whatſoever. I think Sir, we may be 
plain with his Majeſty, and give him as full aſ- 
ſurance as ever any Houſe of Commons did, 
that when we have thoſe things granted, which 
areunayoidably necellary for the preſervation 
of our Religion, that we will freely and heartily 
give Money for the ſupply of his occaſions, 
and I cannot but hope, that ſuch fair proceed- 
ings 


[ 128 ] 


ings will occaſion a happy Iſſue to this Parlia- 
ment. - For it cannot be doubted, but that the 
King is very ſenſible, That he ofves more 'to his 
people in, general, than 10 any one man, be he, Bro- 
ther &r any other "Relation, 'and that he canmor with- 
out niuch trouble to himſelf, becauſe of his , Coro- 
nation-Oath, longer permit that our Laws and Re- 
ligion ſhould be in ſuch imminent danger. And there- 
fore I hope that we ſhall not only havea fair 
Correſpondency continued, but alſoa gracious 
compliance in what-we have deſired for the ;efs 
feftual fecurity of our Religion, and therefore 
would delire you to'put the queſtion for a Com- 
11TTCe. 


Reſolved, -That a Committee be appointed to 
draw up an Addreſs to be preſented to bus Ma- 
eſty upon the debate of the Honſe, humbly re- 
preſenting to his Majeſty the dangerous State 
and Condition of the Kingdom , in Anſwer 

19 bis Majeſty's Meſſage. 
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The Humble Addreſs of the 
Commons in Parliament Al- 
ſembled. 


May it pleaſe yonr moſt 
Excellent Majeſty, 

E Tour Majeſtys meſt Obedient and Loyal 

Subjects, The Commons in Parliament Af! 
ſembled, havias with all Duty and reeard taken in. 
to our Serious Conſideration Tour Majeſty's late Meſs 
ſage relatiys to Tangier, cannot but account the 
preſent Cundition of it, as Tour Majeſty is pleaſed 
to repreſent it in Tour ſaid Meſſage, ( after ſo vaſe. 
a Treaſare expended to make it ſeu) not only as 
one Infelicity more added to the afflicted Eſtate of 
Your Majeſty's faithful and Loyal Subjetts, but as 
one reſult alſo of the ſame Connſels and Deſiens 
which have brought Tour Majeſtys Perſon, Crown 
and Kingdoms into thoſe great ana imminent Dan- 
gers, with which at this day they are ſurronnaecd ; 
And we are the leſs ſurprized to hear of the Exi- 
gencies of Tangier, when we remember that ſince 
it became part of eur Majeſty's Dominiens, it hath 
ſeveral times beea rmader the Command of Popiſh Go- 
verners, ( particularly for ſome time under the Com- 
mana of a Lord Impeached, and now Priſoner in 
the Tower for the Execrable and Horrid Popiſh 
Plot ) That the Supplies ſent thither have been in great 
part made up of Popiſh Officers ana Soulaiers, ana 
that the Triſh Pupiſts amongſt the Soulaters of that 
Garriſon, have been the Per (uns moſt Comntenancei 
and Enconroved, 
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To that part of your Majeſty's Meſſage which ex- 
preſſes a; reliance wpon this Houſe for the ſupport of 
Tangier; #4- 4- recommendation of it to our ſpeedy 
care, We do with all humility and reverence give 
this Anſwer, That although in due Time and Or- 
der, we ' ſhall omit nothing incumbert on "us for 
the preſervation of every part of your Majeſty's 
Dominions, and advancing the proſperity and flou- 
riſhing Eſtate of this Kingdom ; yet at this time, 
when a Cland which has long threatned, this Land, 
#5 ready to break upon onr heads in a ſtorm of Rune 
and Confuſion, to enter into any further. conſiderati- 
on. of- this 'matter, eſpecially ta come ta any Rgſolu- 
tions in it, before we are effettually ſecured from 
the imminent and apparent Dangers ariſing eg 
the Power of Pepiſh Perſots and Councils, We hum- 
bly concetve will not conſt either with our Duty to 
Tour Majeſty, or the Truft repoſed in ns by thoſe 
we repreſent. 

It 13 not. unknown to your Majeſty how reſtleſs the 
Endeavours, and haw. bold the Attempts of the 
Popiſh Party, for many Tears laft pat, have been, 
not ouly within this, but other your Majeſty's 
Kingaoms,. to introdgce the Romiſh, and ntterly, to 
extiypate the true Preteſtant Religion. The ſeveral 
Apprddetes they have. made towards the compaſſing 
this their” Deſien ( aſſifted by the Treachery of per- 
 fidious. Prote8tants, ) have been ſo ſtrangely ſucceſs- 
fal, that it is matter of Admiration to ns, an 
which "we *can only. aſcribe to an Over-raling Pro- 
videwce; that your Majeſty's Reien is Still conti- 
aned over "us, and that we are yet aſſembled to 
conſult the means of our Preſervation. This blood) 
ana reFteſs' Party, not content with the great Li- 
berty they had 'a long time enjojed, to exerciſe their 
own Feligion privately amongs+ themſelves, to par- 
take "of an equal' Freedem of their Perſons and 
Eſtates with your Majeſtys Proteſtant Subjetts, 
ang of an Advantage above them, in being excuſed 
; ; from 
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from chargeable Offices ., und Employments, | hath: {® 
far prevailed; as ta 'find countenance for an open 
and avowed pratlice of their Superſtition and Ph 
latry, without coutrow, in ſeveral parts of ' this 
Kingdom. Great ſwarms of | Prie$ts 'av8 Je)oits 
have” reſbrted «hither, and have here exerciſed - their 
Furiſartion ,, and been daily tampering." 20 per- 
wert. the ' Conſcieuces. of \.gonr Adajeſ(t mi Sub- 
jects... Their Oppoſers they have found-means. to. diſ- 
grace ,. and if they were Tudeys, Tuſtices of the 
Peace, or..cther Magiſtrates, tg haue theme. turned 
out of Commiſſica ;. and, in contempt Mah > nts 
Laws of Land, they, have practiſed #pea People 
of all Rath © and Qualtries, and gained W9e+ Rivers 
to their Religion; ſome openly to profeſs it; * others 
ſecretly ro efponſe it, as woSt tonauced to tt ſt#vite 
thereof. 8 | wy 

After ſ6me time they \..became able to dufinence 
matters of- State and Geverhiment, and thereby to 
deſtroy thaſe.. they cart. corrupt. \ . The cantiaciance 
or Prarggatuon 'of Parliaments, has beet \ACCOMME- 
dated to. ove the Purpoſes, of that Pars ' to- 

ney raiſed upon the People to Nipply' 48h MWhhieſty + 
extraorainary Occaſions, was by the prevalenee of 
Popijſh Corntils imployed to ttthe War - pon A Pro- 
a State., ' and to: tt ge: and. anneent. the 
dreadful Power of the . French King.z3 14##:g6...19 

the appare#t-\ bazard of this; and Al-:gther Pro; 

teftant Countries, , Great aumbers of your W{ajc/! 3's 

Subjetts were ſent into, . and- continued . in . the ſei 

VICE jo that King, notwnh$tandias the appar ont 

IntereFt. of jour Majeſty's Kixtdoms, the” adreſſes 

of the ' Patlimnent, and your Ateſtys ial), ta 

Proclama4hNotr' to the contrary. | Nor | tan we” fors 

bear to merrion, How that at ' the beginning (of the 

ſame War, "even the Agnifters of . Fnatarig': ce 
made Inftruments. to preſs upon that Stdte, g416,\ ac 
ceptance of one demand, amons others, from the 

French King for procuring their Peace with hum, 

VT TE that 


= 


['132 | 
that they ſhould admit the publick, exerciſe” of the 
Roman Catholick, Religion in t5e' Unted Provin- 
ces, . the, Churches there to be divided," and the 
Romſh Prieſts maintained out of the publick Revenue, 
Art home, if Your Majeſty did gt any time by 
the Advice of Tour Privy Connal, or of Tour 
two Houſes of Parliament, Command the Laws 
79 be: put in Execution againſt the Papiſtr, even from 
thence they .gained advantage to their Party, while 
the edge of thoſe Laws was turned agamſt Prote- 
ant Pam, and the Papifts eſcaped in a man.- 
ner untoucht, The Aft of Parliament, enjoining a 
Teſt to be takgn by all Perſons admitted into any 
Publick.Office,, and intended for a ſecurity againſt Pa- 
piſts coming into Employment, kad ſo little effeft, that 
either by Diſpenſation, - obtained from Rome, they 
ſubantted to thoſe Teſts,” and beld" their Offices 
themſelves, © or thoſe put” #3 "their places were ſo 
favourable to the ſame Intereſts, that" Popery u 
je bas rather gained than loſt ground 'fince that 


But that their buſineſs in hand might yet more ſpee- 
dily and ſtrongly proceed, at length a Popiſh Secretary 
( ſince; Executed for his Tieaſons) takes upon himto 
ſet afoot -and maintain torreſpondeneies at Rome 
(particularly with a Native Subject of Tour Maje- 
ſtys, 'promoted to be'a' Cardinal) arid inthe Courts of 
ether 'Forejon Princes. (to uſe their own form of 
Speech.) for the ſnbduing that Peſtilent Hereſie, 
which. has..ſo. long domineer'd over - this. Northern 


= 


World: that is, to Roat the . Prote/tant Religion out 
of England, and thereby 'to 'make way the more 
eafily to ' do the ſame. in other Proteſtant 'Comn- 
tries.” | 7h 


T9. 


> oo Wo. 


| 
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Towards the doing. of this great worke, (4s Mr. 
-Coleman was pleaſed to call it) Feſwits (the moſt 
dangerous of all Popiſh Orders to the Lives and 
Eſtates: of Princes) were aiſtributed to the ſeveral 
Precuitts within. this Kingdom, and held” joint 
Cenncils. with thoſe of the ſame Order #1 all Neigh- 
bour Popiſh, Countries : Out of theſe Councils and 
.Correſpondencies was batcht that, aanniuhle and 
helliiſh Plot , by the good. Providence of © Almighty 
God brought to light. above two Tears - fince, but ſtill 
threatning us;, wherein the Trattors impatient of 
longer delay, reckoning the ., prolonging of Your $- 
cred Majeſty's Life Coith God long Preſerve). as 
the: Great Obſtacle in the way to the Conſaummation, of 
their hopes, and baving mn their profpett a Proſely. 
ted Prince tmmediatcly to ſucceed: 1 the Tbrone-of 
theſe Kingdoms, reſolved to begin; thelr Work with 
the . Aſaſſingtiou of your . Majeſty.,. to catry it on 
with Armed Force, to deſtroy your Proteſtant Subjefts 
in England, tw Exicute. a jecond Maſſacre in lre- 
land, and ſo with caſe to arrive at the Suppreſſron 
of 0 Religion, ..and the Subverſion of the Gavern- 
ment. - # 
. When. this accurſed Conſpiracy began to be' dij- 
covered, they begax the ſmothering it with the Bay 
barous Inther of a Fuſtice of the, Peace, mithin one 
of your Majeſty's own.P alaces, who had takgn ſame 
Examn«stions cancer nmy tit. | | 
-. Amidſt (theſe diſtraitions and' fears, Popiſh Offi- 
cers;” for the command of Forces, were allowed mpon 
the Maſters by ſpecial orders ( ſurreptitiouſly obtatfied 
from. your Majehly ). but Counter figned by 4 Se- 
cretary of State... without ever paſſing under the 
Teſts preſcribed by .the aforementioned Aft of Par- 
liament, Jn like manger above fifty new C 0_ /- 
| 7075 
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ſions were pranted about the ſame time to kyown 
Papiſts, beſides a preat number of deſperate Po- 
piſh Officers, #howgh out of Command, yet enter- 
rained at half pay. When in the next Parkhament 
the = of Commons were prepared to bring to 
a lepal Trial the principal Conſpirators in this Plot, 
that Parliament * was firs Proroguid, and the 
Difſolved, The. Interval between the Calling. and 
Sitting of this - Parliament was ſo (1g, that \ now 
they conceive hopes of covering all thetr paſt Crimes, 
and gaimng a ſfeafonable tims and advantages of pra- 
thfing them noe efcttually. | 

Witneſſes ”arz, artempred to þe corrupted, and not 
only promiſes of Reward, but of the Favour of your 
Majeſty's Brothes , -- made the Morives to. their 
Compliance, - Divers of the ' mot 'conſiderable of 
Tow Majeſty: Proxreffant Subjett:, have Crimes of 
the bight3t naturesforeed. ag ainit them, the Charge 
ro be ſupported" by 'Subornation::and: Perjury;. that 
they may be" deftroyed by. Forms of Law ana Ju 


A Pre ſentrtens being prepared for a Grand-Jury 
of Middleſex, againit Your Majeſty's ſaid Brother, 
the Duke of York, ( under whoſe Conntenance all the 
reft ſbelter themſelves) the Grand-Fury' were 11 
an nnheard of; and mnprefrdented, and thepal man 
216# diſcharged, and that with fo wich Daſte..agd 
tear, left they fhould finiſh that. Preventment, ths. 
they were prevented fron delroering many other. [n- 
diftments by thee: .ar that time found. againſt other, 
Popiſh Recuſants." . Berauje 's Pampblet . came. farts 
Weekly, called, The Weekly Packetoh Ald vicefrom:! 
Rome, which exyp/es Popery (48 it. deſerves ) 46.1: 
diculous to the People, # new awd arbitrary Rule off 
Court was made #1 Tour Aajeffy's Conrt of King's 

P.enc 
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Bench ( rather like a Star-Chamber; than a Court 
' of Law) That the ſame ſhould not for the future be 
Printed by any Perſon whatſoever. 

We acknowledge Tour Majeſty's Grace and Care 
iniſſuing forth aivers Proclamations fince the Diſ- 
covery 'of the Plot, for the Baniſhing Papiits from 
about this great City, and Reſidence of Your Ma- 
zeſty*s Court, aud the Parliament ; but with trouble 
of Mind we do humbly inform Your Majeſty, That 
notwithſtanding all thoſe Prohibitions, great Nrm- 
bers of them, and of the mo## dangerous Sort, to the 
Terror of Tour Majeſtys Proteſtant Subjetts, do 
aaily reſort hither, and. abide here, « Under theſe 
and other ſad Effetts and Evidences of the Preva= 
lency of Popery, and its Adherents, We Tour Ma- 
jeſty's Faithful Commons found this Your Majeſty's 
Diſtreſſed Kingdom, and other Parts of Your Dom- 
mons labouring, when we aſſembled. 

And therefore from our Allegiance to Tour Ma- 
jeſty, our Zeal to our Religion, our Faithfulnefs to 
OUY Country, aud our Care of Poſter Ity, We have 
lately, upon mature Deliberarion, propoſed One Re- 
meay of theſe Great Evils, without which ( in our 
Fudgments) all others will prove vain and frutlef, 
and ( like all deceitful Securities againit certain 
Dangers ) will rather expoſe Tour Majeſty's Perſon 
to the greatest hazard, and the People, rogether with 
all that”s valuable to them as Men or Chriſtians, to 
utter Ruine and Deſtruction, We have taken this 
occaſion of an Acceſs to Tour Majeſty's Royal Pre- 
ſence, humbly to lay before Your Majeſty's great 
Fudgment and Gracious Conſideration this mo3F 
areadful Deſign of Introducing Popery, and, as ne- 
ceſſary Conſequences of it, all other Calamities, into 
Your Majeſty's Kingdoms, And if after all " 
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the private Suggeſtions if the ſubtile Accomplices of 
that Party and Deſign ſhould yet prevail, either to 
Elude or Totally Obſtrutt the faithful Endeavours 
of Us Your Commons for ax happy Settlement of this 
Kingdam, we ſhall have this remaining Comfort, 
That we bave freed our ſelves from the Guilt of 
that Blood and Deſolation which i like to enſue. 
But our only Hope, next under God, us in your 
Sacred Majeſty, That by Your Great Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs, we may be effeftually ſecured from Po- 
pery, and all the Evils that attend it ; and that 
one but Perſons of known Fidelity tro your Majeſty, 
and ſincere Aﬀettions ro the Proteſtant Religion, 
21ay be put into any Employment, Civil or Military ; 
rhat whilft we ſhall give a Supply ro Tangier, we 
nay be aſſured we do not Augment the Strength of 
aur Popiſh Adverſaries, nor mcreaſe our own Dan- 
gers, Which Deſires of Tour faithful Commons, if 
Your Majeſty ſhall graciouſly vouchſafe to gran, 
ive ſhall not only be ready to aſi Your Majeſty 17 
Defence of Tangier, but do whatſoever elſe ſhall be 
in our Pomcr t0 enable Tour Majeſty to Protitt the 
Proteſtant Religion and Intere5t, at Home and A- 
broad, and to Refist and Repel the Attempts of Your 
Hajrſty's and the Kingdoms Enexnes. 


The 13th of November, 1680. 


” ——_ - 
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November 13. 1680. 


Several pe rſons Examined about the diſmiſ- 
ſing. of a Gr ana-Jury in Middleſex. 


Mr. Speaker, ; wi 


Str W. F.C Ry The pretervation of the Govern- 
:2nt in general, as well as our par- 
itular fafeties, have a depend ance upan the mat- 
ter that is now before you, 1m wich there are io 
many. Miſcarriages {o 'complicated, as there ari- 
{eth ' ſome difficulty how to Examine, them. I 
cannot but obſerve, . how the Proclamation 1s here, 
again mentioned ; by which you may- conclude, 
there licth a _ weight on the peoples right to 
Petition by means thereof, and that the belt way 
toremove it, 1s to find out the Adviſers and Con- 
trivers of that Proclamation, in order to proceed 
againft them according to their deſerts; Without 
which, what you have done 1n aſlerting the Right 
of Petitioning, willremain with ſome doubt ; and 
thoſe that adviſed the. proclatming to the people, 
that it is Seditious to Petition the King, without 
that chaſtiſcement they deſerve. And therefore I 
humbly ' conceive, you will do well to contider of 
jt as ſoon as yon can. It is not ſtrange, that the 
Proclamation (honld be made ule of with COuntry- 
Gentlemen, to get Abhorrers to Pctitioning, ſceing 
the Judges themſelves have made ule of it to that 
purpoſe. I hey ſnout have known, that though a 
Proclamation might be ,of great uſe, to jnitimate the 
obſervation of a Lam, yet that it had never been uſed 
'Y inſtead 
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inſtead of a Law. But yet I do not: admire ſo much 
at this, as I do at the Diſcharpe of the Grand-ury, 
before they had finiſhed their Preſeatments. 7t 
tends ſo much to the Subverſion of the eſtabliſht Laws 
of this Land, that 1 dare pronounce, that all the Laws 
you have already, and all that you can make, will fig- 
nifie nothing againſt any great man, unleſs you can re- 
mnedy it for the future. I obſerve, there were two 
Reaſons why this Grand-Jury were ſo extrajudici- 
ally diſcharged ; one becauſe they would otherwiſe 
have preſented the Duke of York for a Papiſt ; the 
other,becauſethey preſented a Petition to be deli- 
vered to the King for theSitting of the Parliament, 
which they ſaid it was not their bnjineſs to deliver. 
Though I cannot but obſerve, how upon other oc- 
eaſtons they did receive Petitions, and delivered 


them to the King ; and all the difference was, that 


the Petitions ſo delivered, were againſt fittings of Par 
baments, The truth is, I cannot much condemn 
them for it; for if they were guilty of ſuch Crimes 
as the Witneſſes have this day given. you informa- 
tion of, I think they had no reafon to further Pe- 
titions for the fitting of a Parliament. But, Sir, 
this buſmeſs will need a further Information, and 
therefore I humbly pray it may be referred to a 
Committee. 
Mr. Speakgr, 

Sir F. W. Sir, I think we are come to the old 
times again, When the Fudpes pretended they had a 
rule of Government, as well 4s a rule of Law; and 
that they have afted accordingly. If they did ne- 
ver read Mugs Charts, 1 think they are not fit to 
be Judges ; ifthey have read Magna Cbarta, and 
do thns fo contrary, they deſerve a feyecre chaſtiſe- 


ment. To Diſcharge Grand-Jurics'of "_ *1 
Ils 
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dilapognt them of making their Preſentments, is 
to, deprive the Subje&t of the greateſt benefit and 
ſecurity the Law hath provided far them. If the 
Fudges inſtead of atting - Law, ſhall be atted by their 
Arcbition, and endeavour 10 get promotions rather by 
wor ſhypping the riſmg Sun, than by daing Fuſtice, this 
Nation will ſoon be reduced to a miſerable condi- 
tion. Suppoſe that after the Diſcharge of this 
Grand-Jury, ſome perſon had offered to preſent 
ſome Murther, Treaſon, or other Capital Crime, 
for want of the Grand-Jury, there wauld have 
been a failure of Juſtice. As faults committed by 
Judges are of more dangerous conſequence than 
others to the Publick ; ſo there do nat want Preſi- 
dents of ſeverer Chaſtiſements for them than for 
others, 1 humbly Move you frit to paſs a Vote 
upon this bulineſs of Dilcharging Grand-Juries, 

and then to appoint a Committee to examine the 

Miſcarriages of the Judges in Wefminſter-ball, and 

to Report the {ame with all ſpeed to you. 

Mr. Speaker, 

S. T. Sir, As it hath been obſerved that this bu- 
ſineſs hath ſome reference to the Proclamation, fo 
] believe there is ſomething of the Plot in it tao. 
And therefore I think if #his Plot do not £0 0n, it 
will bave the worſt luck that ever Plot had; ſeeing 
the Judges, as well as moſt other perſons in pub- 
lick places, have given # @s much afbſtance as 
they well could. But whereas ſome have ſpoken 
ill of theſe Judges, 1 deſire to ſpeak well of them in 
one thing : I am confident they haye herein ſhew- 
£d themielves gratefyl to-their BenefaQtors ; for I 
do believe that ſome of them were preferr'd to 
their places of purpoſe, becauſe they ould do 
what they haves dons Lou of themſelves = 

2 u 


_ 
-but'dead Letters: unleſs you cah ſecure the execy- 
{tion as well of thoſe you have already,” avof thofe 
- you arenow making, we {ſhall ſpend our time to 
- little +purpoſe. Therefore I ſecond the Motion 
that hath-been made for a'Vote,' to*declare the 
{enſe of the Houle as to.the Diſcharging of Grand- 

- Juries, 'and for referring the farther Examination 
to a Committee. 
Mr: Speaxer, 

W. S.- Sir, The buſineſs 'of this Debate, 1s a 
great inſtance of our jick and languiſhing condition. 
As our: Ships, -Forts and- CafſHes are for ſecuring 
-us from the'danger of our Enemies from abroad, 
fo our Laws from our Enemies at home; and if 
-commitred::to {ſuch perſons as will turn their 
ſtrength vpon'us, are <qually dangerous. Sir, We 
all know Vow-the Government of Scotland bath "bees 
-quite altered mee 'His Majeſty's Reft auration, by ſome 
|Eaws made there; pray let us have © care that ours be 
not alterediby the Corrupt Proceedings of Fudees, leſt 
we be 7cauced to the fame Weak condition 0 def ending 
our ſelves ad anſt Popery' and Arbitrary Government 
there, that they arc there, ” Tf Juc's es can thus pre- 
vent "the: Penalties of the Law, by diſcharging 
'Grand-Juries betore they have made their Preſent- 
ments, ; and can make Laws by their Rules of 
Court, bchink the Government may ſoon be ſnh- 

verted ; anditherefore that it is high time for this 

Houſe'to ſpeak with thoſe Gentlemen. In former 

times ſeveral Judges have been Impeached, and 

Hanged too, for leſs! Crimes than theſe : : andthe 

reaion was, becauſe they had broke the King*s Oath 

a well a their own. If what hath been faid of ſome 

ottheſe Judges be fully proved, they ſhall not want 

my Vote to- inflict on Gm the ſame Rn 

50% The 
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The truth is, 'Sir, I know -not how-tbe-1ill conſe- 
. QUences We ;ultly fear f irom Judges,Canbemrevent- 
ed, as long as. they are-;made dtante ibextplarite, 
and have luchr UCPERdANCLES As Lagy: have. But 
this muſt be a work oftime. In order t5 remedy 
, Our . preicnT BrICVAnCES, tet us paſsia' Vote upon 
this bulincis of 121icharging Grand= |uries;and that 
it may be pen as the calc deferves.if you pleaſe, 
.letit bedvawn up by a Committee that-may. with- 
draw for that purpoſe ; and let there be alſo.onz 
.apgoinks :d.. to Exanyne the Miicarriage of. the 
Judges. 612A 2359 
: .. .Mf' Spedkers ol yy | DV 1 
H. P. Sir, 1 would | hen feove*2 to abf_ to you, 
cauſe | think, ir may, þe mnecellgry to: be conlide- 
red by your Committee, what anuepinion was 
given n2t long fince by fome of theſe Judges a- 
-bout Printing ; which was, thitPrintingof News 
might be prohibited by Law; and.accordingly a 
Proclamatidn il/ucd out. | willnot take on me to 
. cenſure the Opinion as lilegaly hut Jeaye it-to your 
further conijderation” Biit 1 rekenpes there vas 
4 Confultetion-hekd by the Fidoes a Yerrte before," and 


-- 


tbey, gave their Opinion. 4hat ehejinei mor bf - any way 


[9 prevent Priating by Law, uecamſe 1 0e. 1Air {or that 
purpoſe was expired. Upon which ſome Fudges were 


eÞ-4t Out (ma new ones prt 2, "and then; this other Qn- 


11071, RAS gLUEN. Theſe thn PARTE worthy: of a fe- 
"rious Examination, For if 1 reafi Urcts. may raiſe 
Money by ſhuttinz up the* Fxehectr, "borrowing 
of the Bankers, or PEreEncum nt ay —"_ 
make new. Laws by an TIL Coh! RING yOu 
*Exeettidit of old ones'; I concluds, 

' merits yell Ffoon be foupfl Uſetel, ip 1 oo 


| ore Geof an incamvenience to the Vertu al 


W V IQER . - "- \ Is 


[150] 
-And therefore 1 think, Sir, yon have been well 
-Moved 'to'endeavour to paſs your cenſure on fome 
of theſe Nlegal proceedings by a Vote, and to re- 
ferr the farther conſideration to a Committee. 


Reſolved, That the Diſcharging of a Grand-Fury by 
arty Fudpe, before the ond » the Term, es, Or 
Seſſ.ons, while matters are under their con erarion, 
ama not 'preſented, is Arbitrary, Thegal, deftruttive 
m0 phablick Fuſtice, a manifeſt violation of his Oath, 
and is a thweans t0 ſubvert the Fundamental Laws 
of this Kingdom. 

Reſolved, That a Committee be appointed to examine 


. #he ocreding of the Fullres 4n Weſtminfter-hall, 
rs the ſame ph rheir Opinion therein 
zo this a 
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The Houſe being nap by the Black- Rod 
to the Lords Houſe, His Majeſty\made a 
Speech -to them, and obs _: Record to 
their own Honfe. - 


His Majeſty's moſt Gracions Speech eobarh 
Hoiſts of Parliament,on'W hk i 
1 SH. Payee, 1680. 


ng.of this Parkament, 156 
of Yo Een 
YR bet Meaſures that cauld be. 


ay of Erigland, andthe Repoſe of Chir 
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But I told you withal, that if aur Friendſhip be- 
cams unſafe to truſt to, it would not be wandred at,” 
Our Neighbours ſhould begin to taks new Reſolutions, 
ad perbaps ſuch as might be fatal to Us. 

I muſt now tell you, That Our Alſies cannot but ſee 
bow little bas been done fince this Meeting, to enconrage 
their depen lance upon Us.: And 1 fiad by them, that 


you 
it thay bt ſpeedily ſupply\4;; it being impoſſible for Ate 


you 


. - .9Mr.: Ipegker, 2718 Vit | Fe 
W.G. Sir, I would -witlingly:Move youto ap- 
point a day to conſider of His Majeſty's Speceh 
now mads to doth —_— becanſt it & A 
[nk 4 4) 
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90 the uſaal Methods of. Parliament ;  andI (ſhould 
"be, ſorry to-tee:'this Houſe: ſhew:.lels relpect: te his 
Majelty?s/Speeches; [than former have dong, bus 
upon hearidget now Read, I. do conclude; thatit 
will be to littlepurpole to appoint a day for the 
-conlideration-of it, becauſe.every. Paragraph of it 
tends'to Money, unleſs that about lecyring Religl- 
on, ib it-may be fo underſtood, notwithſtanding 
the Reſcrvation-in it abopt..the, Succeſſion. ...We 
haveglready-:endeavaurediby ſeveral Addrelles we 
-haveiwade,, to aſlurc:His;Majcity of our, Loyalty 
and readineſs to promote whateyer,may) teyd ;£0 
his Happineſs and Greatnels ;\.2nd.that when we 
are ſecured bf-0ur Religion, we will readily give 
Money: wecan dono more than confirm theſame, 
after we have.conſidaered this Syicech.. .. We having 
not yet had any\incouragenent to.give Mofngy,; we 
have mad, ſeveral. Addrdlfes;ofar;xelick of ame 
Grieygncesthe.people lieunder, but:hath any ang of 
them been granted:?\ Wehave finiſhed ape BjH a- 
gainſt Poperyz but what:ſucceſs.hath it;hagl gi{c- 
where? ->thrown\out as haſtily.rs if ig.had cared a 
fire-ball wathe\it>2 And yet: now.it .{ecms$.there.is 
nothing>td be done but giving of Money 5.9544 all 
our complaints were:granted, ihe ProteffangReli 
vion ſecured, and nothing wanting to ſatishe the 
people: "68% 4 think the:cotuplaint, of ithe,Nati- 
on, ag tothedanger of Popery; arg-lp great,an&io 
reaſoadbly grounded,..as that:iy cannothg: - 
cd thdy\ſhonkti@nger; he :[aviahed. with ares or. 
pretences, becauſe we have met with many diſap- 
pointments , eſpecially after epvingept Money. 
Ajndtheveforetonfiteriiigthicidetpcratecaſgwepre 
in; it will !hgt! be convuenidiit we ould gorthat 
way now, Þut Keep-aur:Maney Au © q F210] 
03 f aWws, 
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Laws. - Which, I think, is the beſt ſervice we can 
do thoſe who ſent us here, as the caſe ſtands. For 
theſe reaſons, I think, we had beſt adjourn the 
Conſiderations of this Speech- to ſome other 
LINE. -| 
©. Mr. Speake?, ; 
S, T. Sir,. we have been long jealous that there 
are people that cndeavour to create a Miſynder:; 
Nanding. between His Majeſty and this Honſe3 
which it is. our buſineſs to prevent. If there be 2 
difference between two men, andthe one will not 
hear what the other offers, but be vtrerly againſt 
all.Propaſals, it wonld be hard to reconcile two 
ſuch' perſons, Treaties and Debates heing a proper 
way to cAne to a fair underſtandins,” Ir is' trne, 
molt of the Paragraphs of his Maſjefty*s Speech are 
Mcmerito's about Money ; but in the 'C onclufon 
he 15.pleaſed to te!l yon, Thar he defires to know 
how, far he ſhall þe aftiſted by us, 'and what it is 
that we deſire from him: Sir, 1think this isa fair 
ſtep towards coming to a right underſtanding : 
for, 1 am apt to hetieve, that if the King knew 
how reaſonable the things are that we* defire of 
him. apd-how ready we are to give” hin all the 
alliſtance he can deſire for the ſupport of the Go- 
yernment, that we ſhonld not long torttinue inder 
thefe miſunderſtandings; and therefore T humbly 
move you to appoint;a day to conſider his Maje- 
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The Houſe then reſolved into a Grand Committee how 
to ſecure the King dom againſt Papery and Arbitrary 
Goverument, Mr. Powle in the Chatr. 


Ld. C. Sir, when I conſider the Immunities and 
Advantages we enjoy by the excellent compoſure 
of our Government both in Church and State, 
bow,the King as Sovereign, enjoys all the Prero- 
gative that can be necelſary to make him either 
þ7cat or happy, and the People all the Liberty and 

riviledge that can be pretended for their etcou- 
ragement to be induſtrious, and for ſecuring to 
themſelves and Poltecrities the enjayment of what 
they get by their induſtry. How the pering of 
the Church is void of Idalatrous, ſuperſtitioys O- 
pinions, and the Government of Tyrapny or ah- 
lolute Dominion ; I cannat but admire that there 
ſhould be any body amongſt our ſelves that ſhoyld 
am at any alteration, and be the occaſion of 'this 
days Debate. _ But, Sir, it js.to9 evident that ſuch 
there are,and that they have madea great ry 
49 effeCt there gelign, by many contrivances which 
they have purſyed for a long courſe of years,” acy 
cording tothe Reſults and Conſultations held by 
ſuits for that purpoſe ; But above all, by con- 
xerting to their Religion James Duke of Tork, the 
preſumptive Heir of the Crown, and by engaglh 
him to eſpouſe their intereſt with that Zea] and 
fervency which uſually attends new Converts ; 
eſpecially when {o great a glary is propoſed _3sthe 
FQeting ot of arm Here out of three Nations, 
and the ſaving of ſo many Wabls as would depend 
thereon,” The {ad effect of this Converſion we 
have felt for many years, it having had the ſame 
operations in our Body Politick, as ſome ſorts of 
lingring 
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tingring Poiſon hath in Bodies Natural ; made ns 
ſick'and conſumptive, by infeCting and corrupting 
all the food and Phylick which hath been applied 
in order to reduce us to Popery and ſlavery, worſe 
than death it ſelf. From this fatal att the declination 
of the Grandeur of this Monarchy may be dated, 
and to the conſequences thercof irs abſolute ru- 
ine (if not timely prevented) will be hereafter 
attributed. This being our caſe, 1 could not but 
aUmire-to ſee this Houſe ſo long a-coming to conſi- 
der.this weighty point ; .inſomuch, that I begaa 
toperiwade myſelf, that cither our dangers were 
AQt ſo great as our diſcourſes upon ſome ather oc- 
cafions had repreſented them,or that we were aot 
in good earnelt to endeavour any- redreſs. It is 
true, when we conſider what ill fortune we have 
had with our Bill lately fent up to the Houſe of 
Lords, in having it thrown out in ſuch a heat 
without ſo muchas a Conference, (though when- 
ever they ſhall confider of it in cool bloud, they 
will find-there can he.no other way to ſecure.the 
Proteſtant Religian) we may with ſame vealon 
be diſcouraged. But I hope, Sir, that ſeeing our 
Country have thought os worthy to be their Re- 
preſenitatives, we ſhall notbe ſo cafily daunted ip 
what ſo nearly concerns them, but;be as indefati- 
Eable in finding out ways for our preſervation, as 
our Enemies are to.find out means for:'our deſtru- 
Eon ; hoping we ,ſhaH not meat always ſo bad 
Tnccefsinthe Houſe of Lords : For aboygb *be 400 
itch kindneſs of ſore men who pretended to be jor 
the-Bil, but uoderhand made party 4gainſt it, id 
FThis time gperats, 6 fatally as Enmiy . DBijgwt/ed 48 
7. ealeth to do, ; yet 1 hape-that in another 
gccalion we may have better Juccelsz yot doubt- 
| ing 
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ing, but a great many Lords, when they. are per- 
Cwaded that they ſhall not be abfe to 'findout any 
'other way (as F hear they begity' to Uiſpair they 
ſhall) to ſectire the Proteſtant Religion, that they 
will join with'ns in the ſame, or ſome other, kull 
t the ſame purpoſe * Efpectally my good Lords 
the Biſhops;who'cnnot be preſumed to hay "made 
Peace with' Rome, but 'to be” ready 'to dic or the 
Proteijtant Religron, and therefore doubtleſs will 
not Jong ſtick 'at joining in'a'Billto ſave it.”- But 
Feeing thar according ta the courſe of . Parliaments 
we are/notlik&to'ring thi to a trial for, alopg 
tine, T amof opinion” wetiad'beſt try ſomething 
ee; and althoigh T'know not what ofher At 
can bemiade'ts' [(erve'imitrad"of that; but will 61- 
ther prove *toq weak or-too ſtrong ; yet" i&ing 
Weare put tÞþ6t1 it, we mufttty; that 19 We nia 

nothe repreſented” as ſtubborn." And there SY 
humbly move yofithat#Þf riay-be brought in. of 
rhe-aſocizticn of al kjsMirhelty's Proteſtant 5ub; 
Jedts.. 11} 40095 Nt WT aſl 0; \ — | 4 

- R. M.Siri, Gfeat thingFare &cpettell from this 
days Debatt, 'h& we could n6t well have entred 
Into it ſootier; it How cms more ſeafonable't 
it would havedone before,” becauſe ofthe oppor: 


tunities' wel have had to feet the Pulft of 4 airs, 
Afrce the begirming of the'Sefſion, ''and* the "tim 
wetrave ſpentin Werting the rightof Petitfonin 
Þy-which the'eſfehice of Partaments, arid thefoun- 
_ Wation of thE Peoples Liberties were, ſtruck” ar, 
Kdthe trial 6f my Lord SAxfford, ant the Difin- 
Hheritinz-BH'&duld Hot poſfibly have been ro 
Arid as 68r bd hith"ndt been loft in* all;"o; 
Hope thitar\afF've Thaſthive omit benefit.of tht 
Tpeiit, about He'SaceelſibneBine® Por av it WAbraid 
dy0!) 10% 219324. 173350 VBA 5 ©. © 1 ROUEIIS 
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at the paſſing of the Bul, that:there were a Loyal 
party that would never acquieſce in it.; ſo l do be- 
lieve there is a true Proteltant-party th: it will ne- 
ver acquieſce in any thing leſs than what may be 
Tufficient fog the ſecurity of their Religion, which 
1 am apt to believe will end in that; vill. _Butin 
the'mein.time, that we may ſhew that we are not 
humotifts, let us try what ſtrength we can muſter 
vþ ta oppoſe theſe great Enemics by ſome other 
Laws as when a Houle is on fire we make uſe 
of Buckets. and Tubs for caſting of -water, until 
the great Engines can be got. But | would move 
yon to be cautious what you do, for 1 am afraid 
that the def) gn of putting you upon finding out 
Expcdients is not in order to have any thing done 
that.may be eftectual againſt Popery, but in or- 
der to, have you offer at ſomething that may pur- 
chiiſe a diſrepute on the Houſe, and give your E- 
nemies an advantage to purſue their deligns of 
breaking us, by alleadging that you aim at Laws 
that will overturnthe' Government. For my part, 
I am fully perſwaded that this is the delign of 
thoſe that have put the King fo often to declare a- 
g2inſt altering the Succeſſ 207, and to recom __” O- 
ther ways; and thar offer at what you will, if i 
be any thing that is like to prove ſtrong :en —_ 
to. ſecure us : Bank Popery, that you wilſce the 
Houte *put oil before it come to, any pe tection; 
and that in time it will be made uſe of toar —_ 
the Procecdings of Parliament, and to periwac 
the.people that this. Houſe dic attempt to alter the 
Government by ſuch and ſuch Fills, and fo. by 
degrees -poileſs the people that Parliaments are 61- 
ther dangerous,or inconliſtent with the-Goverzm ents 
that if poſſible they may be well content to - 
with- 
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without them. Sir, I am afraid that the !Popiſh 
party are more ſerions in this defign than we are 
aware of ; and that next to the great endeavours 
they have uſed for many years to keep up our di- 
viſions in points of RR, the next great Ar- 
tifice which they depend on, is the infuſing into 
the people the diſlikes of Parliaments : for they 
well know that Popery can never be eſtabliſhed in 
this Nation as long as Parliaments are permitted to 
fit and aft. Therefore, though I know it is be- 
low a Houſe of Commons to mind evety little difſ- 
courſe, yet I think if we conclude that this pow- 
erful party amongſt their many deſigns haye this 
for one, that we ought to countermine it as much 
as we can, We cannot well comprehend what a 
Bill of Aſſociation will be before it be drawn up, 
nor what difficulties may be found in the contrivi 
of it; and therefore I think no great Debate will 
be neceſlary abont it before fuch a Bill be brought 
in. AndI believe it will be found more likely to 
be ſerviceable in cafe the Papiſts be baniſhed ; and 
therefore I conceive 4 Bill for Baniſhment of all the 
Conſiderable Papifts out of England may be very 
neceſſary. And.if at the fame time that ween- 
deavour to ſecure our felves againſt Popery, we do 
not alſo do ſomething to prevent Arbitrary Power, 
it will be to little purpoſe; for the one will be 
ſure to give a hand to bring in the other ; and I 
think nothing can prevent that, or rather both, 
better than frequent Parkaments, And therefore 
I humbly move you that a Bill for ſecuring fre- 
gwent Parliaments may be taken into your confide» 
ration. 

Sir G, H. Sir, I think you are well adviſed that 
the way to ſecure our ſelves effeually againſt Poe 
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, .is to ſecure our ſelves alſo againſt Arbitr 

+ aFutrty and that the having * frequent Par 
Hhaments is the beſt way to ſecure both; and there- 
fore, Sir, I think you may do well to move the 
Houſe that a Committee be appointed to infpect 
what old Laws there ate for enforcing the fitting 
of frequent Parliaments, that if they ſhould be 
found deficient, fome new Laws may be made 
for that purpoſe. I do agree that a Bill for' Bard 
ſhing out of England the moſt Confiderable Papiſts 
may do well ; but I hope, Sir, that if yon baniſh 
the Men, you will baniſh ſome Women too; for 1 
do believe that ſome of that Sex have been great 
Inſtruments in bringing about oor ruine: and if in 
time you would conſider how to prevent the Roy 
Famihes marrying Popiſh Women, it would be of 
great ſecurity for hereafter. For I atn of opiniott 
that the late Queen-Mother*s Zeal for her Religion, 
was not only a great occaſton (amongſt many o- 
thers) of the miſeries that befel us in 41. but 
the great Cauſe of all our Miferies now, by peruer- 
ting the Dukg from bs Religion, as is reported, an@ 
may reaſonably be believed, if we coficlude thar 
ſhe had that motherly care for the falvation of her 
Children as other Mothets uſually have; for ac- 
cording to her Opinion, it was not to be obtained 
out of the pale of that Chirchz And no matt 
can doubt but that the Proteſtant Intereſt hatt 
been muck prejudiced by his Majeſty's marrying 4 
Princeſs ef that Religion : For we have plainly feen, 
fince the diſcovery of the Plot, how fotire of the 
moſt material Jeſuits and Popifh Inſtrutttents have 
ſheltered themſelves under her Royal proteQon, 
and how they have helpt to carry on the Plot, by 
being ſo ifmpudent as to pretena they had her 
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patronage,.and by abuſing her Authority; but 
mare eſpecially. by the Dake*s marrying the Princeſs 
of Modena, becauſe of her near .relation to the 
Popes and, Cardinals. All which was plainly. fore- 
ſeen by that _ Parhament which met a little before 
that Marrizge, in 1673. and therefore they made 
an Azareſs to his /ajeſiy, repreſenting the ſaid il] 
CON|eQUENCES, Alg{r1, '& hl n not to permit it,becauſe 
it, would tend +0 the deſtruction of the Proreſtant 
Keigion, But their on: 7s :avours were defeated by 
that party, as we may guels, ſceing we find {o 
much ule- of her: name in Coleman's Letters ; for 
well m izlt they who haye over-ruled in ſo many 
great attairs.as, hath been inſtanced in this Houſe, 
have an inlluence allo in this, tht ſo that party 
might. not want ſo uſefyl- an. Inſtrument in ſo 
greata ſtation : and ſothe Parliaments Addreſs miſ- 
carried ; but that they had #ither a good Judg- 
ment, or prophetick Spirit, I hope will never mil= 

carry, but remain upon Record. And unleſs you 
do believe that theie Laates are leſs compaſſionate 
than others uſually are, how. can it be otherwiſe, 

their Principles conſidered ? bur, Sir, I will not 
trouble you farther about it, bu: ſuppoſe it may be 


worth your coniideration in due time. In the'ine , 


terim, 1agree for the Bull of Ranjſhment and | Aſocia- 
1072 £00 

W. H. Sir,” It is not t6 be doubtcd but that 
Popery and Arbitrary Government are ſo near of 
Kin as cannot be ſeparated, and therefore if we de- 
ſtroy the ane, we need not fear the deſtruction of 
the other. Before our late. miſerable Wars, Popery 
was more in 21aſqueraae, and, Arbitrary Power in 
the Loans, Aonopolies,, and Ship-money,more viſible : 


now Popery i 15 more vihble, excepting in-the _ - 
neſs 
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neſs of Exchequer, which amounting to above one 
Million of Money, we may not admire we have 
not heard of more great things of that kind, . 
ſince eſpecially, being we know how averſe the 
King is to hearken to ſuch advice, but our fears of 
Popery are the ſtronger becaule of the Popiſh Suc- 
cefſouwr, and therefore I cannot but conmend the 
policy of thoſe who are tender in uſing Arbitrary | 
proceedings at this time, leit the Fears and Jealou- 
ſies that might ariſe from both together ſhould 
prove intolepable. 

I muſt confeſs, Sir, I am at a great loſs what to . 
offer to your conlideration in this matter, for our 
danger is not only from the ſtrength of the Popiſh 
party, but from the weakneſs of the Proteſtants - 
by reaſon of the animolities which they ſow a- 
monegſt us, not only in points of Religion, bit of 
Intereſt. too. For of late they have not been con- ' 
tent with carrying on the deſign of dividing the 
Church-men and Fanaticks, but by arraigning * 
the laſt Parliament . as onnipotent and dangerous 
for going about to diſinberit the Duke, They endea- * 
vour to divide. the. people in their opinions as to \ 
Parliaments, and to render them incompatible 
with the Government, that ſo if poſſible they may ' 
keep the Proteſtant Intereſt divided, and work . 
them to:deftroy themſelves, by engaging party a- * 
gainſt party, 1 hopes at_ laſt to have but one party to 
deal 'wigh, and to have an opportunity of gaining the 
weakeſt $9; their. ſide by, aſſurances of Liberty of Con- 
ſcience, :ox, atherways,, which mult certainly bethe . 
confequence. of Rick a.contelt.- And althongh I 
am: ver y;pawilling; 10 detract from .the merits of” 
out, Ghurch-men, for whom. 1 have a'great vene- 
ratign, :y&.1 cannet bus. Qhlerry how gal 
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ſince the Tryal of nmr; was over, but more about 
the time of the Presbyterian-plot, how t exched 
( eſpecially in oublick praxrke Wn ns + 
Fanaticks to be more than of. Papiſts, and that to 
diſinherit the Duke was againit the Law of- God. 
Which ſaid Opinions, if they ſhould be imbibed 
by the people, what will your Aﬀociation-bill fi- 
gnifie, or any other Law you can make againſt Po- 
pery ? Sir, I do not mention theſe things to you 
without a great” deal of regret; for I am wall 
known to bea true friend of the Church, and have 
(when I.was thought worthy to be ih Commiſ- 
ſion) expreſt my ſelf a ſevere Enemy to Fanati- 
ciſm. , But hoyeyer, I cannot but obſerve this 
ſtrange. contradiction of pretending to keep out 
Popery. and yet at the ſame time to endeavour ta 
divide theProteftant Intereft,and to refervea right 
to make a Papiſt King. I muſt confeſs I am more 
diſtra&ed fromthe ill conſequences I fear from ſuch 
contrivances as theſe, than from the ſtrength -of 
the Papiſts themſelves. They. wilt certainly goon 
with their Intereft, as Iong as they are ſetare of 
ſuch - Auxiliaries. Theſe things wult be cofitider- 
ed in the drawing” of your Bill, that ſo the reme- 
dy you propoſe may be proportionable to-your di- 
ſeaſe. For. att AC of Aiſociation may be feveral 
ways evaded; by ſuch opinions as theſe, tf” they 
ſhould grow amongſt the people, and it will be 
an, ifepogas _ to _ —_ _ t to 
accept, of-fich ann Expedignty” if it ſhould prove 
in feciual. Aud therefore it dught to be ſaUraywn, 
25, may proyide for all the contriyances#f-that 
party: Fort, Sir, 1 camarimags thar even Popery 
mill attempt 10 ome into this Nation bare-factw; bue 
ag expect that the deſign will *altvays be Ong > _ 
itherte 
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hitherto” mder ſome diſguiſe, either by a-toleration in 
favour of render Conſciences, or inthe name of Chirch- 
wen, or 4 Loyal party, for the defence of rhe Church or 
Governmen,, whith ſome Prevbyterian-ylot © wonld 
much conduce, and be xr excellent pretente' for riſm 
of an Army, and apprehending or tifarming of fur 
perſons as are moſt likely ro oppoſe that Intereſt.'l muſt 
confeſs, Sir, 1 have 'not very well digeſted what 1 
have ſaid 'to you on'this Snbjett ; bot unleſs yon 
can change the Intereſt at Court, and remove thoſe 
Counſellors that ate much for the Duke; I think 
yow may juſtly tear all theſe Sttarazgoms,and that 
it will be-impoſlible to-conrrive #frty Afﬀfociation- 
BIN thaviean provide againſt them. © And there- 
fore, 'that we mey "not fpend our time in vain; 1 
would tumbly thove you, Sir,' togo 6n with the 
Bitt of -Baniſhment, which ismoſtlikel + doyou 
forme ſervice. At feaſt, by it we ſhall ſee, whe- 
ther: atiy* thing will be'granted againft Papiſts or 
191 For this ptpoſe it will be necellary, thar the 
Honfe be morzed, that the Knights; Citizens, and 
es, he corttimanded to britig ina Liſtof all 
the moſt confideradle/Papiſts in Ergtard, in of- 
ey —— #29 . Fe 
FuB7Srg-bretdin 4 opinion of ah Afﬀo- 
darioh-bMl ,' notwi oak tab been 
ſil” 8$r9- the weeknelb/ir-rmay t#& an our 


amhipy Diviſond#,pdintSbfRaAiglnand Tn- 
vereſt; wo jrech proriticed by-ſome of.aur Cletgy. 
For} SiPwhen t coifiter how the Tadear priviei- 
(evi "v3 rf) Dig \of  Aflity withitut 'PlTaments t: 
Crt ons Rs, = ar Clevoy, jb a3 that th 
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aroue againſt it: I do conclude, that it is; uſual for 
one or two Biſbops, to give meaſures or dzretHtons $0 the 
reſt of the Biſhops, «nd they, to. the, Clergyof their 
ſeveral Dioceſſes: , And that. therefore the Clergy de- 
rive the Politicks gentrally from ore or two Biſhops in 
ſome great jt 2tton. Yet, Sir, when | remember how 
after ſome little.time many of the Clergy feil off, 
and would not follow ſuch inſtructions; and how 
the people ſgon.excuſed themſelves from following 
their advice.in ſuch Politicks, -and would not free- 
ly pay illegal-Taxes, notwithſtanding all the en- 
deavours. .I am apt to think, Sir, that as the\peo- 
ple were not long then miſlead 10 ay to ſilzthur to 
loſe their. property, ſo they will not now; to fhhy 
thing that ſhall zend to the loſing of their; 'Religi» 
on and property, both. _ They, will ſoondiſtover 
what is.their intereſt, and how-truc intereſt; will 
natlye.- L have often told you-within theſe walls, 
they: will {oon. apprehend that Popery; will bring 
18, Slavery, and, reduce, them.not only;to ap Ido- 
-latrous Spper itious Religion, but ta wear! Wopd- 
den-ſhoes like the Frenok, aad-to gat Herbs Bkethe 
Spaniard, becauſe they. willifnon know that they 
ſhall not be-long Maſters.ofh any thing theychave : 
And however they may he perſwaded far awhile, 
I am confident they, will;at,;laſt. conſalg:hoig: to 
'Tave theix; | - They. will chſcern, that gbe Gler- 
gy May,. be; go« ; Dungy þ 4 pay Polits- 
Clans.,. % that, there.; Wow Ft point 
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gy-men mays be. in..4, p of bring. advanced by 
Popery, if the ſubmit ;. 5 Laity under 4:proba- 
bility .of loſing. all normuhſtanding  all- Submyſſrons. 
. Sir QT troudle kg Diſcourſe out 
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good Proteſtants, for I have that-veneration for 
them, and opinion of them, as to believe, that 
many of the Biſhops, and Clery too, would as ſoon 
die for the Proteſtant Religion as any perſons 1n 
the Nation. Kur I am jealous, that there is ſome 
over-awnig Power got in amongſt them, ſomething an- 
ſwerable ro that of a Popiſh Succeſſor in the State ; 
by whoſe means thoſe Bills were fo eaſily paſt in 
She late long Parliament, under a prete1ce that 
they were for the preſervation of the Proteftant 
Religion, which the Commons then foxnd, and any 
perſon that will now peruſe them may find, would 
infallibly bave brought in Popery. And, how lince 
the Plot, the danger of Fanaticks 1s cried up more 
than that of the Papiſts ; and how tender they 
are in the point of a Popiſh Succellor, or joining 
in any thing againſt him. But though theſe things 
make me jealous, there is ſome body that miſlcads 
them now in matters relating to Popery, as former- 
ly in things relating to Property, yet 1 am of opt- 
nion that they will ere long ſee, that to ſtand up 
for the Intereſt of a Popiſh Succeſſor, to have a 
Popiſh King, to weaken the Proteſtant Intereſt,and 
ſpeak 1ll of Parliaments, is not the right way to 
preſerve the Proteſtant Religion ; but a plain con- 
tradiction, and an invention of Jeſuits. And there- 
fore, Sir, I am for going, on with the Aſlociation- 
Bill ; for Lwill never doubt, that the truc Intereſt of 
the Nation, i in ſo great a concern as this, will long 
be baffled by ſuch projectors. And therefore it 
is my delire, that the Houſe may be moved to ap- 
bo a Committee to draw up a Bill for that pur- 
poſe 
Sir W. H. Sir, I think you have been well mo- 
ved, as: well for the Aſlociation-Bill as the Bani- 
M 3 ſhing 
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ſing Bill. By the one, you will ſend your Ene- 
-mies out of the Conntry ; by the other, beina 
good conditian to keep them out, which may goa 
great way to ſecure us. 

Sir F. R. Sir F. H. and Mr. LT. G. for the Bant- 

ſhing Bill. 

Sir IN. C. Sir,l am not agaimſt any of thefe Bills, 
becanſe they may be all convenient for the preſent 
occaſion: but if any man think that theſe Bil 
will do without the Succeſhon-Bill, I believe they 
will find themſelves miſtaken. For theſe Bulls 
will ſignific nothing, unleſs you can remove your 
Popiſh Succeſſor, and your Popiſh Intereſt. T hefe 
Bills will not reach your Papiſts in 2Ma/querade,who 
mill certainly continue as long as there 15 a Popiſh Suc- 
ceſſor, and make your Baniſhing-Bill, and Aﬀocta- 
tion-Bill too, as ineffectual as white paper. Let 
ſuch as I could name to you, have the command 
of the Sea-ports, (as I ſuppoſe they will, without 
my naming them) and in the Lieutenancy and 
Commuſſion of the Peace, and when the prefent 
heat 1s over, let the Papiſts come back when they 
will, they will have no cauſe to doubt having a 
kind reception. For you muſt not expett to have 
plain raſtich Comtry Gentlemen in ſuch Commands, 
bnt well-bred Courticrs, and ſome good cafte crean- 
lons Gentlemen, that will ſoon be perſwaded there 
4s no danger in 'Popery ; and then ,of what vfe 

will your Baniſhing or Aſſociation-bill be? As 
. Tong as the Dake hath ſo many friends ar Conrr, 
- (between whoſe Intereſt and Popery I cannot hear 
there 1s any diſtinion) I think no Lawsthat we 
can make againſt Popery will dg us any good, be- 
cauſe all the Laws we have already have done ns none. 


For the ſame arts and power 'that hath hitherto 
| defoa- 
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defeated all your other Laws,willalſo defeat what 
you are now about. And therefore, Sir, 1 am of 
Opinion. we are not now acting like the true Phyſ7- 
cians of the Nation, but like Mountebanks. For the 
moſt we ſhall be able to do this way, is to patch 
and plaſter up our ſores, and have them hereaf- 
ter break out incurable upon us. But if you are 
reſolved to go on with theſe Bills that have been 
propoſed,] will not offer to oppoſe the ſenſe of the 
Committee, but would moye you, (that we may 
not forget, or loſe in the Crowd, that which at 
laſt, I believe, mult be purſued, if ever you will do 
any thing for your Religion) that in the firſt 
place you pals a Vote, That it i the opinion of thus 
Committee, that as long as the Papiſts have any hopes 
of the Dyke of York's ſucceeding the King, that the 
King*s perſon, the Proteſtant Religion, and the Lives 
and Likertic of the People are in apparent dan- 
er, 

S, T. Sir, I have read that a great Miniſter of 
State of Spein, gave this ſhort advice ta a friend 
of his that was coming Embaſlador into Englazd 
that he ſhould not always aim at the beſt. I think 
it may be convenient for us to follow that advice ; 
for it we ſhould not have ſomething for our ſecu- 
rity,before we get the beſt, I am afraid it may hap- 
pen to us, as it did to a man whole Houſe was be- 
ſet. with Thieycs, he was fo long arming his ſer- 
vants, and appointing them their diſtinct quarters, 
that the Thieves broke in, and caught them all 
unprovided. I pray God it may not be our caſe ; 

L am very ſenſible that none of theſe Bills 
can cfteually do our bulineſs ; for nothing can 
ſecure us againſt this party but being free of their 
Principks as well as of their Perſons; which I con- 
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clude wilt always remain'in ſome perſons among - 
ns, notwithſtanding your baniſhing of Papilſts,' as 
long as there is'a Popiſh'Succeſlor. - For 1 remem- 
ber what a great man of Smeaeland told me;thar'all 
the Laws they could make, had never any effedt a- 
gainſt them; wil they not! only baniſhed them out 
of their Country, but ſecured the' Government in'the 
hand of Princes of their 'own Religion; 'And bam 
afraid, that 'nothing leſs 'than the ſame way will 
ever do our buſineſs here. Fot it is not 14o fnch 
the number of the Papiſts; as their Principles, and 
the danger of their getting the Government into 
their hands, which we know they have-been long 
aiming at, that 'may juſtly be feared, in which 1 
am perſwaded-they will be ſo reſtleſs, as'that we 
ſhall never be ſecure againſt them, nunkeſ®we can 
baniſh their Principles from Court, as well as the Peo- 
ple out of the Country. 

. Sir F.W. Sir, what my good friend that ſpoke 
laſt hath ſaid, that we ſhould get ſomething, *and 
not loſe all by aiming ſo earneſtly at the beſt, is 
very well, if we were liketo get any thing inſtead 
of it, that ſhall have the appearance of being ſer- 
viceable in this caſe : But I have ſeen old Parlia- 
ment-men 'miſtaken ſometimes, and I am 'afraid 
' than he will ſooner ſee this-Parliament diflolved ; 
that any thing granted that ſhall be material a- 
gainſt Popery. And that the mentioning of theſe 
Bills ſhall afterwards” ariſe in Fudgment againſt you ; 
however, I think we muſt adventure. What this 
Aſſociation-bill may be, 1 cannot 'tell untilat be 
| drawn; but I ſee no oppoſition made to any of 
thoſe Bills that have been propoſed ; and I believe 
there is much buſineſs yet behind for "this day, 
' and that yon will do well to-husband _ 
bed. þ= an 
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and-put:this buſineſs ont of your hands/by'patting 
the queſtions. i 

Sw#T. Sir, you have been very well moved for 
the bringing in of ſuch Bills as may tend as much 
to:the ſecurity of the Þroteſtant Religion as any 
that can be oftered. -T hat of Baniſhment wiil cer- 
tainly. goa great way to deſtroy, nor only their 
Power, but their Intereſt and Principles too, and 
be-a great diſheartning to their | party abroad. 
Thar Intereſt will not-then have ſo many Engines 
to work with here, as -now they have, | And the 
Bull of Aſſociation will be neceſſary, that we may 
have a: Law to defend our ſelves. - The Aſſocia- 
tion made i Lucen Elizabeth?s time, will be a good 
Precident - to draw it, up by. And {ceing-there 
15n0 oppoſition , I move you to put the Que- 
ſtion. | 


Reſolved, That it u the Opinion of this Committee, 
that one means $0 ſuppreſs Popery is, That the 
Houſe be moved that a Bill be brought, in imme- 
aiately, to baniſh all the conſederable' Papiſts out 
of the Kingdoms. 


R.-M.: Sir, By oftering at the Excluſion. Bill, we 
may conclude we have offended the Duke of York; 
by this Bill for Baniſhment, all the reſt of the con- 
ſiderable Papiſts in England. As we have made m-ny 
Enemies ſoit will be convenient that we jhould endea- 
vour to get ſome Law to defend our ſelves ag inſt their 
Implacable Deſigns. For which a bill for an Aſſo- 
citation of all His Majeſty's Proteſtant Subj=&s may 
dowell; and therefore | pray that we may Move 
the Houſeto have it bronght in. 

W.G. Sir, as we are lick of complicated Diſeaſes, 
though 
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though all have their original from one cauſe, iſee- 
ing we cannot be permitted to cure that cauſe, we 
muſt think of many Remedies to cure the many 
Evils that ſprout from it. The Baniſhing of the 
Pajiſts alone will doit. And I am not willing to 
paſs any judgment on the Aſociation-Bull before I 
ſee it. But, Sir, what fruit can you expect from 
your Laws, unleſs you can ſecure good Judges ir 
Weſt minſter-hall, and good Men in Commiſſion 1n all 
other places. 1s there at this thme a Fudge, a Depu- 
ty Lieutenant, or a Juſtice of Peace in Commiſſion, 
that you ean expett ſhall att againſt the Dnke of York. 
Or if any ſuch bein, are they for more than a co- 
Jour? Are they not over-power'd by ſuch as are for 
the Dukes Intereſt ? If this do not make all your 
Laws invalid, by not execnting;them ; is there not 
an Army of about Ten thouſand men under the 
name of Guards, and may not more be raiſed, and 
what then will your Laws fignifie. Have we not 
already had ſomeexpertence of this, when the To- 
'Jeration came out in 1672. when there was that 
Army at Black-heath, and Chfford had the manage- 
ment of the great affairs of State? If the King 
had not then hearkened to the Advice of his Parlia- 
ment, what would all the Laws that werethen in 
force againſt Papiſts have ſignifted. And may you 
not ſce the ſame again, if you do not take ſome 
care to prevent it. What great difference between 
Chfford and ſome of our preſent great Miniſters,0-- 
ty that be had that weakneſs to declare himſelf to be a 
Papiſt, and theſe the diſcretion to keep the knowledge of 
their Religion to themſebves. But we ſee they manage 
things as mnch in favourof Popery, as ever Cl- 
fora did. Did not that Toleration, that Army,and 
that miniſter of ſtate, repeal all your Laws as _— 
| any, 
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aHy;asif they had never been-made? When I con- 
fider how the Tripple-League was broke, after we had 
made Laws for the keeping it, by grving near Three 
Millions; how the Peace was made up at Nimeguen, 
after we had made an Att for an attual War with 
France, and given above a Million for enxring into it. 
I willnever believe that any Law will be obſerved, 
make what yon will, unleſs there be thofe abour 
the King that may be for the keeping of it ; 0- 
therwife yon ſhall have ſuch Judges, ]nſtices, De- 
puty-Lieutenants, and other Commiſſtonated Offi- 
cers, as will repeal your Laws at pleaſure. And 
therefore I cond wiſh yon wonld conſider well, how 
yon poſlefs thofe that fent you here, with an opini- 
on that they may depend npon ſuch Laws as theſe. 
And at the fame time, Sir, that you are conſulting the 
deſtruttion of the Papiſts, I think, you may do well to 
endeavour the prefervation of the Proteſtants, 1s this 
a time for the Church-men and Dilenters to quar- 
rel? It is like two Men "riding upon a Road, 2 
High-way-man coming to Rob them, inftead of 
umting to defend themfelves,they quarrel and dif- 
arm one the other, and fo were both Robbed. I 
pray God this do not prove at laft our cafe. For 
as that projet of the Papiſts hath fence Wakemar's 
Tryal, had ſtrange fuccefs in dividing us, ſo no 
donbr but will at laſt come to Dif-arming us too ; 
and how that will facilitate their conqueft, may 
be- eafily calculared ? Is this a time to weaker the 
Proteſtant Intereſt, by tearing us in pieces by the 
execution of as made againſt Papiſts ? That man 
that can beheve,that thatis the way to preſerve the 
Proteſtant Religion, or Proteſtanr-Church,is fit to 
believe that Sr. Dexys walkt many miles with his 
head under hisarm, or any other Popifh —_— 
whatſo- 
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whatſoever. And therefore I think you will do 
well to haſten the Bill for Uniting of the Proteſt ant 
Diſſenters, that we may bring into the. Church as 
many of them as 1s poſſible, and not longer be fo 
infatuated to gratihe the Papiſts in that particular, 
by doing their bulineſs in deſtroying one another ; 
but prevent them if poſſible by Union, which will 
tend more to prevent Popery, than all the Bills that 
bave been propoſed. 

P. F. Sir, I haveread in Scripture, What King 
going to wake War againſt another, ſitteth not. down 
firſt, and conſulteth whether he be able with ten thouſand 
£0 meet him that cometh againſt him with twenty. | 
take the aexial of the Bull of Excluſion, to be a plain 
demonſtration, that the Popiſh party ſhould not be de- 
prived of a right to goveru w;, and it is not to be 
doubted, that having that right, they will beſure 
to make uſe of all the. power they can to: back. it 
with. That we may be the better able to judge 
whether we. can fortifie. oar ſelves ſufficiently 
againſt ſuch a right, and the power that will natu- 
rally follow it. I pray, Sir, let ns follow our Sa- 
viours Advice, and conſult; whether with teu thou- 
ſand we can meet twenty thouſand, 

When I conſider how the Tripple-Leegue was 
broke, and how all Alliances and Tranſactions re- 
lating to Peace and War haye been ſince managed 
in favour of the French Intereſt, contrary to the 
true Intereſt of Ezgland, and the preſſing importu- 
rutics of Foreign Nations,as well as our own,I think 
we cannot but conclude, that the Dukes Intereſt, 
the French Intereſt, and Popiſh Intereſt 1s all ane. And 
that the Duke's or Popiſh Intereſt, have ſome great 
dependance on the French King, for his aſſiſtance 


in the ſcttling of Popery here. And no man can 
| doubt 
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dout this, bat he that will not believe Colemas.”s 
Letters, or that there was 4 peace made at Nimme- 
gen, #n-order to put him in the better condition, ' If 
the: Jeſuits: do manage all the afiairs of 'Exrope, as 
{aid it may be juſtlyfeared, that the French King 
will improve thisagreement io, as to get Flaraers, 
if "not Holland too, before he perform his promiſe 
of-giving them the expected affiſtance, which' be- 
img-.1t will conduce to the deſtroying of the Pro- 
teftants abroad, as well as here, we may juitly fear 
the Fe/wdts will never obſtrut. 
. - Belides,” the dependance which the Papiſts may 
have of aſſiſtance: from this mighty Monarch; in 
Ireland they are five to one for the Proteſtants, and 
amonntto many hundred thonfands,fulFof bloody 
revengeiderived from their Anceſtors, wanting 
nothing! but Arms (which they may' have from 
Frazce-n a night)to be enabled ro'Maſſacre all the 
Proteſtants-in Jreland, and to be ready to be tranſ- 
ported hither. How the-Plot hasbeencarried on 
thereimi order toit ; how'endeayours have been 
there: uſed to ſtiffleand Cofiterplot it ; who Com- 
mandsall the Engl Coaſt oppoſite to- Ireland, we 
know ;/ and how oor Forts and Caſtlcs zre provi. 
ded;the Examination of the Governour of Che:p- 
e may inforta'you. 

16G AnTthar there ma wor org wart'd trenoth ro compel 
x3:04 Worry" fide, 56 WeR'-the Government of Scot - 
Tana vite altered,” -byYome ARs made within theſe 
dowoyedrs ? 4s it not become vety neat Arbitrary, 
Patliaments ih a madihef 141d aſide, arid'the power 
iotſted lin a; Privy Conmnel ? Ant? is'there not' 
Randing Army'of Twenty two'rt6uſahd rhen, ſet 
led:by/A&t of Parcliafntent,with 4 Deet5ration,that 
$hey: ſhall be ready-to*ome ito Ergland upon any 
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occaſion. And 1s not the Dakg now' there, imana«- 
ging the Government of that Kingdom, and Ar- 
my too, - by putting in his own Creatures 1oto the 
Council and into the Command of the Army, and 
uſing all other ways imaginable to improve; his in- 
tereſt there. | | 

And may we not conclude, that in England there 
may be one/hundred thouſand Papilts fighting men, 
and that Port/manth, Plimouth, Sheerneſ;, Tdbury- 
Fort, and Hull, and all -other places of impor- 
tance, ſhall, when that Iatcreſt ſhall think it cons 
venient, beium-the hands of perſons they may on- 
fide-in, as 'well-as the command of the Militia and 
Fleet. Ws WHEY JLzs | $4: 
.-: And what-now, Sir, can,any-man ſay is:wanting 
to enable this Party to make a great conteſt-with 
us, but a Popiſh Kingto head them ? And doth any 
thing ſtangran their wry for that, 'bot His Majeſty's 
Life ? Andiisit not ftrange, that though wekee this 
never 1o.plain,..that there is.no remedy fax poor 
Proteſtants? . Can it be unagined, that if thippar« 
ty ſhould once have a King oatheir fide, endowed 
with a valorons Spirit, aud vowed revenge, {pur- 
ed on with 2 fiery Zeal: to-get not anly-Fhree 
Crowns on. Earth, but the Grown of! Glory-an 
Heaven, by rooting out a;peſtilent Herehe purtzof 
three Nations, that Peg: meg {o great an 
opportunity. for the :eſtablilhing of Popery here? 
And will-not the Divitons:they/ carry.on amongſt 
ns, as: to Church-men and Fangticks, 'Phatior.vo 
Plot, be very u{ful to them, /but eſpecially their 
arrajgnments of. Parliaments, and all ithat'\fprak. 
geinſ Popery, as Farty-ove-mes; and Encnnes tothe 
Government,occalion a great weakneſfson ouriife!? 
I think, Sirg; all this put gogether, —_— 
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ſtrength for that party, enough to bring us into 
miſery, whatever the iſſue may be.. I would now, 
Sir, give: yon ſome account how the Proteſtants 
may be-able in ſuch a caſe to defend themſelves ; 
but, 1:proteit, Sir, I know not what defence they 
will be able to make legally. Ir is true, Sir, as 
long as our good King lives, we may live in quiet 3 
but things being thus, are not the Papiſts under, 
great temptations to go on with their old damnable 
deſignyz. or ſet vp a new one for the deſtruction 
of the King. And: if it ſhould ſo happen, either 
by their wicked counſels, or naturally, I think 
there.is no way lefc us to oppoſe this party, but by 
a Rebellion, and therefore 1 think we may conclude, 
that our Lives, Liberties, and Religion, are to dcter- 
rene with the King®s bfe. | 
\>I confeſs, Sir, this.is a melancholy Diſcourſe, but. 
I am afraid too true; and that the more you can= 
ſider. of: it, the more reaſon you wall have to be- 
liave, that there is ſuch a Net ſpread to catch poor 
Proteſtants,as cannot fail to do it eftectually,when- 
ever the Jeſuits ſhall be pleaſed to draw it. hand 
our ' condition looks the more: diſmal , becaule 
thaugh King, Lords,” and Comm ons have ſo. of» 
teni declared that there hath been a damnable, ex- 
ecrable, deviliſh, hevifh, .abominable Plot carried 
on: by the Papiſts; yet that all remedies agaialt the 
bkefoc the future muſt be denied us 3 I, mean ſuch 
as can; tignific-anyething, and we muſt now-2gain 
be expaled, as we were before the PloU broke out, 
toall their barbarities, having oaly weakened that 
party 'by: executing / about twenty old men ; bug 
ſtrengthned them much more by haying diſcourax 
ged: all Watneſſes from. | ever revealing more - of 
their Plats, ——. 
oſs w 0 
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of the ſtrength of their party, in the ſtifling of 
this Plot. And yet all will not open the eyes of 
ſome Proteſtants, that ſo if poſſible we might be * 
fo happy as to lay our diviſions afide and join a- 
gainſt the common Enemy, without which we muſt 
certainly be ruin'd. 

And if this be our caſe, and there be nothing 
wanting but a Popiſh King to compleat our mnife- 
ry, and the artof man cannot find out any way 
to ſecure us againſt a Popyh King without the Ex- 
cluſion- Bill ;, is it not ſtrange it ſhould be rejefted 
in the houſe of Lords ? I canftiot believe that the 
Fathers of the Church ſhould join in that which 
mutt infallibly give opportnnity for the tearing 
our of the Kowels of their Mother, and deſtroying 
her for ever. If ſo, well may welie down and 
cry, We have no anc fro wy us, but only thee 'O 
God, 

Sir, I have troubled you too long, butl1 hope 

what | have ſaid, may be of ſomeuſe to you in 
reſolving about theſe Bills that are propoſed, 
thovgh 1 think they will all come ſhort of our 
caſe. Seeing you' have Voted a bill for the Bari- 
fhing of the Papiſts, 1 think jyou may do well to 
try what a Biil of Afoaation may amount -to : 
But I -agree with the opinion of thoſe worthy 
Members that have told yow,-that theſe things are 
put upon you, that you may give occaſion to thoſe 
that wiſh ill 'ro Parliaments, to argue thereby for your 

Diſſolution';'\and afterwards to perſwade the People 
that you went about to difſolve ow foundation.of So 
Government,” And therefore I do-not expect any 
good effe&'of theſe Bills... 

Sir F. R, Sir by the ſerions diſcourſe which 


that worthy Merſher hath -made of the. ſadneſs 


and 


wWmHdyYgy 0 US Ru. A 


[177 ] 
andin ſeeurity of our condition we may, plainly 
ſee, how by the intereſt ofthe D he of York, there 
Is. a great power comoined againſt us,and that our 
conditian is irrecoverable, if he ſhould come to 
be King... And' therefore, Sir, I delire you would 
pnt the queſtion, upon a motion that was made 2 
little while ſince, That it is the opinion .of this 
Committee, that as long as the Papilts have any 
hopes of the Duke?s ſucceeding to the Govern- 
ment of This Nation, that the King's Perſon, nor 
the -Proteſtant Religion, nor the Gpvernment of 
this Nation cannot be ſecure. 


Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee,that 
as long as the Papiſts haye any  bopes of the , Duke 
of York's ſucceeding the King in the Kingdoms of 
England ard Ireland, and Dominions thereunts 
belonging, the Kings Perſon, the Proteſtant Reh- 
gion, aud the Lives, Liberties, and Properties of all 
bis Majeſty" Protef ſt ant Subjetts, are in apperent 
danger of beive aejt royed. 


Sir G.G. Sir, Iam of opinion the Popiſh Plot go- 
eth on as much as ever, and the Papilts are fo 
proud of it, as they cannot forbear Dragging of 
their hopes to ſee better days ſpeedily. I think, 
Sir, ſeeing we are Rot like for one while to have 
the py -Bill, we ſhall appear neglectful of 
our duty, if we do not try what ſecurity can be 
contrived by an Af0c19/36n-Bull, And therefore l 
humbly pray that the Houſe may be moved to ap- 
Point a Committee to draw up and bring in a bill 
for Aſſociating all his Majelty*s Proteltant Sub- 
jects. 

Sir HC. Sir, The reaſon why we ars fiow in 
N this 
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this debate, is becauſe a Negative is paſt on onr 
Bull far excluding to Dike of York, It is ſtrange, 
ſeeing. the danger of the Proteſtant Religion is ſo 
great, (if there be any intent to, ſave 1t ) that 
the only Bill which conld ſerve for that end ſhould 
be thought too much. I am of opinion, that no 
other Bills can do us any ſervice ata't ; for it will 
be pretended they are.all void, becauſe made a- 
gain{t the. Right and Prerogative of your lawful 
King yz. without this Excluſjon-Bill, Yet ſeeing 
his Majeſty hath'fo often in his Speeches recom- 
mended the ſecurity of the Proteſtant Religion hy 
other ways, I think it is our duty to try what 0- 
ther:Laws can be made, though it be only to 
give. the King and the world fatisfaftion, and to 
ehablſe us the better'to judge whether ſuch Speeches 
proceed from bis Majeſty”s gopaneſs, or from'evil Conn- 
fel. 1. muſt confeſs, Sir, Iam afraid, ſeeing the 
' Dake of York's intereſt is now as great at Court 
as ever, and that there are ſo many of the Privy- 
Counſellors for him, ' as well as moſt others in 
places of Truſt and Command, that they that ad- 
viſe the King to put in that limitation in all His 
Speeches, do know that without -that Law there car 
be- none made that can prejudice the Duke*s Intereſt, 
aud ſo conſequently not ſave the Proteſtant Religion, 
and therefore they adviſe it. For how can we rea- 
ſonably preſume otherways, ſeeing his Intereſt is 
fo fixt asit is, and the Wheel within the Wheel con- 
zinues, Which hath been ſo often complained of. 
When I ponderate on the good things his Maje- 
ity always doth, when he is pleaſed to exclude the 
corrupt Politicks, and advice of others, I cannot 
but lament afreſh our great Misfortune in having a 


Popiſh Succeſſor, that ſhould be able to create ſuch 
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an Intereſt, as to hinder us from the good effect 
thereof. His Majeſty did once declare, how ſenfi- 
ble he was of the inconvenience of being adviſed 
by private Cabals, and ſeemed reſolved to diſmiſs them, 
and from that time forward to adviſe with his Privy- 
Council, and in caſes extraordinary with the preat 
Council the Parhament, How he came to vary 
from that reſolution I do not know ; but I am 
afraid we ſhall nos ſee any alteration in {avour of 
the Proteſtant intereſt, until we ſee ſome change in 
that particular. For though the Dukes friends 
may do-very well to preſerve the Duke? tereſt, 
which upon all accounts us Popery, yet, Ithink, they 
are very inconſiſtent with the preſervation of the 
Proteſt ant Intereſt : And therefore until ſome alte- 
ration in Council, as Parliaments have laboured 
in vain againſt Popery theſe two years, ſo I am 
afraid we ſhall now. However, Sir, I am not a- 
gainſt trying what ſtrength you can make of an 
Aſſociation-Bill ; but I am afraid, that without the 
Excluſion-Bill, you will find your work endleſs; 
and that one Bill will.-occaſion another, and all 
prove to little purpoſe without it, and that you 
will but give your Enemies a hazadle to repreſent 
you amiſs and get nothing. | 

W.Sir, The many diſcourſes you have heard 
this day touching the ſtrength of the Popiſh In- 
tereſt at home, and how combined with foreign 
power, doth not ſo much ſtartle me, as to.ſee, that 
all the ſtrength upon which the Proteſtant party muſt 
depend for ſecurity, is put into the hands of perſons 
which are for the Dukg's intereſt, which we have rea- 
ſon to underſtand to be the ſame with Popery; not a 
perſon being imployed in any place of Command 
or Truſt, that ever declared againſt that —_— 
N 2 
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If I be miſtaken in what I ſay, I deſire to be cor- 
rected ; I ſpeak according to the beſt information 
I could have, and I believe all here know, what 
an exatt ſcrutiny there hath been often made in all 
Countries and Corporations, for the finding out 
of men that way inclined, or otherways ſo quali- 
fied, as are not fit to make any oppoſition to the de- 
ſigns carried en by the Popiſh party. And if by 
chance any 1s put in, not fettered cither by opi- 
nion or intereſt to that party, upon the firſt ap- 
pearance he is preſently diſcharged, as if he were 
a Traitor to his Country, And now after a long 
interval of Parliaments, and more and more dit- 
coveries of the reality and danger of the Popiſh 
Plot, not only here, but in /reland,and of the ma- 
ny contrivances of that party to ſtifle new Evi- 
dence, and to corrupt and diſcourage the old, of 
the.certain ruine of the Proteſtant Religion from 
a Popiſh Succeſſor and Popiſh King, what remedies 
are we like to obtain this Seſſion ? I am afraid 
very few or none : - for I muſt confeſs, I am ſtill of 
opinion; there can be none without the Excluſron- 
bill, which the Lords have thrown out without ſo 
much as a Conference, and therefore I am afraid, 
that what the Witneſles have ſaid, they were told 
by ſeveral Jeſuits is true; 7hat Popery was ſo clen- 
ched andrivitted, that it did not lie m the power of 
God nor man to prevent the ſetling of it in this Na- 
tion, And if we conſider what an intereſt that 
Party hath now at preſent, and how things are 
prepared to afford them a greater aſſiſtance here- 
after z how a Popiſh King, as well as our Diviſions 
and Amimoſities will contribute to it, . though I 
hope God will make them Lyars, yet I conclude, 


they. have a great deal of reaſon to be yery con- 
fident. 
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fident. And I ſee not how we can help our ſelves, 
ſeeing there are ſo many Miniſters of State about 
the King,who are as a Partition-wall between him 
and his People. I find in Cokes Reports, that 
when the Nation was in apparent danger, the Ped- 
ple might go directly to the King with their Grie- 
vances, and make their Complaints and Petitions 
known. I think we may do well to conſult this 
1ext, and ſee if we can find out any better way 
than what we have tryed already, to convey our 
humble Supplications to his Royal Perſon. In the 
mean time | think you had not beſt to go off from 
the Bill of Afociation; for which we have a Preſi- 
dent in Queen Ehzabetb*s time, firſt made by the 
Gentry,and afterwards confirm'd by Act of Parlia- 
ment. 

L. G. Sir, I would not diſcourage you from go- 
ing on with theſe Bills; but 1 am afraid they will 
fall far ſhort of the power and ſtrength that will be 
neceſlary to root out an Intereſt that hath been-.2- 
bove one hundred years rivetting it ſelf by all arts 
and ways imaginable, and hath now fixt it ſelf ſo 
near the Throne. I muſt confeſs, 1 am afraid we 
are at labour in vain, and that this Intereſt hath fo 
clench*d it ſelf (as the Feſuits term it) that it will 
break not only this Parhamert, but many more, 
if not all Parliaments, and the Proteſtant Religion 
too. It is too weighty to be removed, or perver- 
ted, by ſuch little Bills as theſe : No, Siry you will 
find, that nothing leſs than a firm Union among ſt all 
the Proteſtants in this Nation, can be ſufficient to give 
any check to this Intereſt. As long as there are a- 
moneſt us ſo many perſons as know not rightly 
how to apply the dangers of the Church and State, 
nor the miſeries of Forry One, but will be lead by 

N 3 Popiſh 
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Popiſh Projeftors ; I am afraid ſuch Bills as theſe 
will not do our buiineſs : Becauſe they will not de- 
ſtroy that fooring which they have at Court, nor 
ſtrengthen the Proteſtant Intereſt, which muſt have 
itSoriginal from Union. It 1s ſtrange, that none 
but thoſe who are for the Dukes intercſt, ſhould be 
the only perſons thought fit to be in places of truſt! 
It is ſo ſtrange a way to preſerve the Proteſtant Church 
and Retigion, thatit raiſeth with me a doubt, whe- 
ther any ſuch thing be deſigned. Such perſons may 
be proper to manage Affairs in favour of the Po- 
Piſh intereſt ; but it is to be admired, that they, 
and they only, ſhould be thought fit to be intru- 
ſted with the Proteſtant intereſt. I think it as hard 
for them todo it, as to ſerve two Maſters. It is 
not uſual in other Countries to retain their Ene- 
mies in the Government, nor ſuch as are Friends 
to their Enemies ; and it 1s ſtrange that we, of all 
other Nations, ſhould fall into this piece of Policy. 
But, Sir, for theſe reaſons you may conclude, that 
unleſs what Laws you make, be ſtrong and well 
penn'd, they will fignifie nothing againſt ſo power- 
ful a Party as you have to do with. 

R. Sir, Though it plainly appear by what hath 
been {aid upon. this Debate, that the Proteſtant 
Religion is in. a dangerous condition, yet when [I 
confider how ſtrangely God?s providence hath hi- 
therto helpþt us, and defeated all the wicked Stra- 
tagems of this Party, I cannot diſpair, Notwith- 
ſtanding the «breaking of the 1riple League, the 
Dutch War 1672. and the- Afiſtance given the 
French, the Proteſtants abroad are not alldeſtroy- 
ed : Neither by their firmg of London, endeavours 
to corrupt Pariiements, and cantrivances againſt the 


King®s life, have they yet deſtroyed all at ham, 
An 
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And as I doubt not but the King is willing tor ſe> 
cure the Proteſtant Religion to us and our Poſte- 
rities,” ſo I hope he will hearken to us, and grant 
ſuch Laws as may be necellary for the ſceuring of 
it, he being molt concerned therein. And there- 
fore hope, that at laſt he will concurr in ſuch Laws 
as we ſhall propoſe for that end, or conrrive bet- 
ter. 

Sir W.F. Sir, there hath been ſo much ſaid al- 
ready upon the Subjct-matter of this Debate, that 
I. ſhall have little occaſion to trouble you long. 
The worthy Member that ſpoke a while, lince, 
hath ſhewed you from whence our fears of Popery 
ariſe, from the dependance they have of aſliſtance 
from France, Ireland and Scotland in caſe there 
ſhould be a Popiſh King, beſides the Party they 
have here, and the advantage they will have by 
the Government, which is already ſecured for that 
Intereſt ; and of it ſelf would be ſufficient to con- 
teſt with the Proteſtant intereſt, who 1n ſuch a 
caſe would have no King ta head . them, no per- 
{ons in any place of Trult to execute any Laws 
in their behalf,nor no legal power to defend theme 
ſelves. And therefore, ſeeing there 1s a Negative 
- paſg&d upon the Bill, we had contrived toſecure us 
from theſe great dangers, I think, Sir, wemay do 
well to try if we can get any thing elſe. But I 
- am perſwaded if this Afociarion-bill be made as 
it ſhould be, that we ſhall have no better ſuccels 
with it than we had with the Excluſron-bill : For 
I am afraid, thatthough we are permitted tobran- 
aiſh our Weapons, yet that we ſhall not be allowed 
to wound Popery ; but rather do believe, that they 
which adviſed the throwing out of that Bill, will 
alſo do the ſame by this, or diſlolve the Houle 
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before it come to perfeCtion : For this Bill muſt 
be much ſtronger than that in Queen Ehkzaberh's 
days ; that was for an Afociation only after her 
death, but [I cannot tell if ſuch a Bu! will ſecure 
us now, the circumſtances we are under being ve- 
ry different. In Queen Elizaberh*s days the Privy- 
Councellors wereall for the Queen's Intereſt, arid 
none for the Succellors; now moſt of the Privy- 
Councellors are ſor the Succeſſors, and few for the 
King's. Then the Miniſters unanimouſly agreed 
to keep out Popery, now we have too much reaſon 
to fear, there are many that are for bringing it in, In 
thoſe days they all agreed to keep the Popiſh Suc- 
ceſſor inScotland, now the Major part agree tokeep 
the Succeſſor here; all which muſt be conſidered in 


drawing up of the Bll. 


Reſolved, That it ts the opinion of this Committee, 
that the Houſe be moved, that a Fill be brought in 
for an Aſſociation of all his Majeſty's Proteſt ant Sub- 
jetts, for the ſafety of his Majeſty's perſon, the de- 
fence of the Proteſtant Religion, and the preſerva- 
tion of bis Majeſty's Proteſtant Subjefts, againſt all 
Invaſions and Oppoſitions ;, and for preventing the 
Duke of York, or any other Papiſt, from ſucceeding 
70 the Cromn, 


Decem- 
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December 17. 1680; 


HE Houſe reſolved into a Committee, fur- 
ther to conſider of ways and means to fecure 
the Kingdom againſt Popery and Arbitrary Go- 
vernment ; and after ſeveral Debates, how incf- 
fectual all Laws would prove without having gaod 
Judges, Juſtices, and others in Commiſſion that 
w1ll execute them, and how frequent Parliaments 
would conduce to have Laws put duly in execu- 
t10N. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Houſe,that the 

Houfe bh Moved, that a Bill be brought in for the 
more effectual ſecuring of the M:etings and Sittings 
of frequent Parliaments, 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that 
the Houſe be Moved,that 4 Bill be br01 -ght 1 in, chat the 
Tudges may hold ebeir places and Salaries, quam 
diu fe bene geſlerint. 

Reſolved, That it js the opinion of this Committee 
That one means to prevent A'burary powers, that the 
Houſe be Moved,that a Bull be brought in,againſt ille, 
gal exattion of money upon the people, to niake it High- 
Treaſon. Reported to the Houle and agreed to! 


ee 


His Majeſty s Speech Fu to both Houſes, 
December 15. was Read. 


Mr. Speaker, 
7.H.QIR, The Vencration that is due to all His 
Majeſty? s Speeches, doth require that we 
ſhould ſeriouſly Debate them before we give any 
Anſwer to them; but the circumſtances we are 


under at this time, challenge a more than ordinary 
Con- 
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Conſultation. For by the tenor of the Speech, I 
conclude, That the Succeſs of this Parliament de- 
pends upon our Anſwer to it, and conſequently 
the ſafety of the Proteſtant Religion, both at home 
and abroad. And therefore I think my ſelf very 

unable to adviſe in this matter, and ſhould ug 
have attempted it, but that you have encouraged 
me by your leave to ſpeak firſt. So that if 1 offer 
any thing amiſs, thoſe that come after will have 
opportunities to correct me. I would begin with 
the latter end ofthe Speech firſt, becauſe that part 
of it is moſt likely to beget a fair underſtanding be- 
tween His Majeſty and this Houſe. But I cannot 
but obſerve what great care is here again take of 
preſerving the Succeſſion in the right Line, as in 
all other His Majeſty's Speeches ever ſince the Plot 
broke out.. I think more could not be done, 
though it were in behalf of the King? Son, and a 
Proteſtant too. That limitation, and His Majeſty's 
offers of ſecuring the Proteſtant Religion, (if by Suc- 
ceſſion in the right Line may be meant the Dake ) 
upon many Debates in this Douſfe is found trrecon- 
cileable, and therefore muſt be imputed to thoſe 
that have adviſed His Majeſty thereto. To pre- 
ſerve the right of Succeſſion in the Duke, is topre- 
{ſerve ſomething or nothing. T he ſomething muſt 
benoleſs than the Crown, in caſe of His Majeſty's 
death, and ſo conſequently the intereſt of the Po- 
piſh party, who after one hundred years ende- 
vours to have a Prince of their Religion, the in- 
defatigable induſtry of the Jeſuits to obtainit, and 
the loſs of ſo much Bloud ſpent therein, will, be- 
tides their principles and inclinations, lay on them 
great obligations to make uſe of the opportunity 


to _—_— their Religion again inthis Nation. Mo 
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that I muſt confeſs, theſe reſervations looks tome like 4 
perfett deſign to ſave the whole party, acconyanied 
with a power and pretence ſuffucient to enable them to 
accompliſh thetr end, For to this, the {ſaving the 
Duke's right doth amount, and conſequently the 
deſtrution of the Proteſtant Religion. Which 
cannot be imagined to procecd from His Majeſty. 
In former times the intercit of no one min could 
ever bear upagainſt the intereſt of the Nation,now 
it ſeems, that the Religion, Lives and L1hertics of 
all the people of this Nation; nay, I may fay, all 
the Proteſtants of the 1 arce Nations mult ail be 
loſt, rather than one man be diſpiſſeſt of hus 1eght, 
though by hi own Att hath mad: 11n{lf incapable the 
znjoy it. Certainly there muſt be more intended by 
this, than the ſaving of one man, it muit be the fa- 
ving of a party. And theretore, Sir, I am afraid 
we are but where we were two ycars ago. For 
it 1s plain to me, that there 1s a certain fatal 
Scheme which hath been exactly puriucd theſe 
twenty years,mm order to deſtroy the roteitant In- 
tereſt, and hath had a ſtrange ſecret operation in 
the management of all our affairs. And although 
now and then ſome accidents have hap. ned, that 
have occaſioned ſome alteration for a time, as by 
His Majeſty*s recalling the Toleration,tome 1 ranſ- 
ations of Parliaments, the breaking our of the 
Plot, and His Majeſty's Toleration of his Council, 
1679. Yet I obſerve that after a little while there 
1s no change in the main, all returns ro the old 
Scheme, as if there werea certain infallible ba- 
lance that did preponderate, We have hd ſo 
much experience of His Majeſty*s goodnel> an in- 
clinations, that we cannot but corctude,th it there 
iS ftill fome fach thing, as a wheel within a wh. cl, 
Whciher 
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whether Jeſuits, (for *tislike them) or whol can- 
not tell, nor how the Government 1s influenced, 
that the Proteſtants ſhould not be able to obtain 


any thing for their ſecurity. But we may gueſs _ 


and juſtly fear, thatit will never be otherways, as 
long as there 1s a Popiſh Succeſlor. The truth 1s, 
we have a hard task to ſerve our King and Coun- 
try,in ſuch a time as this is. We may expoſe our 
ſelves to the rage of a powerful party, but I am 
afraid, get little to ſecure our ſelves againſt their 
revenge. We are under the ſame inequality as 
- fair gameſters, that meet with thoſe that uſe falſe 
Dice, and are like to have the ſame ill luck at laſt, 
unleſs His Majeity ſhould be pleaſed to conſider, 
who ſtands up moſt for his Government, and who 
plays faireſt, and accordingly, change his Coun- 
cils. The firſt three Paragraphs of the Speech are 
about Allances, the fourth about Tangier, the fifth 
about ſecuring the Succeſſion, the ſixth to know 
what we arſire, and what we will do. 

Sir, I take no delight in looking backward, but 
without doing it at this time, I am afraid we ſhall 
not mend,as we go forward. It isnot to be doubt- 
ed, but that as well for the ſecurity of the Nation, 
at home; as of Flanders againſt the power of France 
and the Proteſtant Religion abroad, we are under a 
neceſſity to make Alliances, and that they cannot 
be made nor ſupported without Money. But did 
wenot give above 1wo Milhons for the preſervati- 
on of the 7 ripple-League, and was it not by the 
power of the Erench and Popiſh Party imployed to 
break it ? Did we not a little while ſince give a- 
bout a Miulion and balf for an atftual French War, 
and was there not preſently a general Peace made ? 
Do not all Foreign Nations complain, that not- 
with- 
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withſtanding all our Treaties, Pretences, and De- 
clarations, we have been only z7ze to France? And 
what reaſon have we now to imagine, that if we 
ſthonld give Money for Leagues, that it would be 
imployed otherwiſe than formerly ? Is not the 
ſame Scheme of Government purſued {till ? is not 
the French Ambaſſador, and the French Wyumen too, 
as great at Court as ever ? andihave not the Dukes 
Creatures the management of all affairs? and if 
the Duke”s intereſt, the Frerchintereſt, and the Popiſh 
wntereſt be all one,can you imagine, that your Mo- 
ney ſhall be imployed to make any Alliances that 
ſhall be for the advantage of the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion. No, Sir, though His Majeſty to intend it, 
yet the wheel within a wheel, which bath managed 
all other alliances hitherto, will alſo manage theſe, and 
bave the diſpoſal of your Money too, and pervert it to 
our deſtruttion, And untilthings ſettle here at home, 
on a true Proteſtant bottom, it cannot be imagined, 
that any Foreign Prince will depend on us, or 
make Alliances with us. And therefore, as well 
for that, as becauſe our Money may not probably 
be diſpoſed of for any good end, 1t 1s in vain to 
Treat of either Alliances or Money.For unt1] the in- 
tereſt be chang?d'at Court, that ſo there may be a 
better underſtanding between theKing and his peo- 
ple, it cannot produce any thing for our advantage, 

As to I angrer,and the Succeſſion,there hath been 
ſo much ſaid already, when thoſe points were de- 
bated, that I will not trouble you with more at 
this time. 

But I beg leave to add ſomething about the Iat- 
ter part of the Speech, which doth a little com- 
fort me, bcauſe I hope we may graft ſuch an 
Anſwer thereupon, as may beget a right under- 
ſtanding 
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ſtanding with His Majeſty. I know this Houſe is 
conſtituted of perſons much different from that of 
the Long Parliament, becauſe of the many Penſi- 
oners that were in it, and that we need not now 
be afraid to talk of Money. I believe we all 
know,that without giving Money this Seſſion, the 
Nation can never be h2ppy, nor His Majeſty*s Go- 
ternment ſo formidable as it ought to be. And 
therefore | would humbly move you to appoint a 
Cominittee, to draw up an Addreſs to aſlure His 
Majeſty, that when His Majeſty ſhall be pleaſed to 
grant us ſuch Laws, as are neceſlary for the ſecuri- 
ty of our Religion, which may be particularized in 
the Addreſs ; that we will be ready to give him 
what Money his occaſions may require, not only 
for the ſupport of Tanpier, and Alliances, but to 
enable him to have a good Fleet at Sea,for the en- 
couraging of Seamen, and ſecurity of Trade, and 
preſervation of his Dominions; that: ſo we may 
ſhew we are ready to expreſs our duty, as well 
by our aCts as words. | 
Mr. Speaker, 

Ld. R. Sir, Being It 1s ſo apparent that all our 
fears of Popery ariſe from, andgenter in the Duke 
of Tork ;, and that it is impoſiible the affairs of this 
Nation ſhould ever ſettle on a good Proteſtant bot- 
tom, as long as there is a Popiſh Succeſſor, which 
cannot be prevented but by the Sncceſſion-Bill. That 
there may be no 11] conſtruftion made of our de- 
fires, I would humbly Move you to offer to ſupply 
the King, with what Money he may need for the 
ſupport of T7 angicr and Alliances, upon his grant- 
Ing of the Succeſſion-Bill only, that ſo His Majeſty 
may have no reaſon to be difident of us ; not 
doubting, but that if we can once but lay a foun- 
dation 
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dation for a good Correſpondence, that His Maje- 
ſty will take ſo much content in it, beyond what he 
doth now enjoy, that to preſerve it, he wiil after- 
wards grant us what more bills may be tarther ne- 
cellary for the ſecurity of the Proteſtant Religion. 
And therefore I am not for clogging this Addreſs 
with any requeſt for any thing more, than that one 
Bill. 
Mr. Speaker, 

Sir W. F. Sir, We have hitherto had ſo little 
ſucceſs in our endeavours, that we may juſtly ſaſ- 
pect, we are permitted to ſit here, rather to deſtroy 
our ſelves, than to ſave our Country. It is a matter of 
admiration to me,that thoſe who bave ſo often ad- 
viſed His Majeſty, to put this and the former Par- 
liaments upon finding out Expedients, for ſecuring 
theProteſtantReligion,without altering theSuccel- 
ſion, ſhould all this while find out none themſelves, 
but ſtill continue adviſing the King to put that upon 
us, which after manyDebates is found to be 1m- 
poſſible. And that the King ſhould always have at 
his clbow, perſonsready to remember him conſtant- 
ly to make this limitation, which- in all appea» 
rance muſt tend to the final deſtruCtion of the Pro- 
teſtant Religion. And that there ſhould be no bo- 
dy there, to mind him of propoling ſome Expedi- 
ents to prevent it, only in general words, of which 
no uſe can be made. According to the opinion of 
Three ſucceſſive Parliaments, the hmitatiom in fa- 
vour of the Popilh Intereſt, is plain, intelligible, 
and practicable. I hope His Majeſty againſt.the 


. next occaſion, will require them that have ſo ad- 


viſe him, to make the Expedients, and other 
waysto ſecure the Proteſtant Religion,as plain and 


practicable ; that ſo we may lee if the ſecurity E 
| the 
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the Proteſtant Religion be deligned in good earneſt 
by ſuch adviſcrs, which I cannot believe ; becauſe 
what they propoſe, 1s, in my opinion,a contradicti- 
on in. 1it ſelf. Without the Excluſion-Bill, there 
can be no Expedient, but what will leave us in 
that miſcrable condition, of having firſt or lait a 
conteſt with our lawful Kirg. And there can be 
no ſuch thing as ſetting up a power to oppoſe him, 
but by putting a kind of Supreme Authority in the 
Parliament , with a power to oppoſe:, as well 
by making War. as Laws, which might prove 
the deſtruftion of the Monarchical Government: 
The {aid truſt or power ( without the Exclution 
Bill) being not to be repoſed in the next Heir, or 
any ſingle perſon, leaſt he ſhould die b« fore he come 
to have the power in him, or utterly refuſe to act 
if he ſhould live to have a right by virtue of ſuch 
a ſettlement, to adminiſter the Government. In 
ſuch a caſe there would be no lawful power lodge 
ed any where elle, to oppoſe fuch a King,and there 
mult not bc an ter Regnum. By this ſhort account 
you may ice, what difficulties all Expedients will 
be liable to, and may conclude, that thoſe that 
adviſe the King to make this limitation, do intend 
it as an Expeatent to make the endeavours of Parkia- 
ments meffettual, and to bring in Popery, And if 
you had offered at ſuch Expedients as | have,men- 
Lioned, as the laſt Houſe of Commons was-Ar- 
raigned for Omnipotent and Arbitrary, ſo would 
this with ſome worſe Character ; as having at- 
tempted to deſtroy the Monarchical Government, 
that if poſlible the King and people might be put 
out of love with Parliaments. Bur, Str, though it 
is plain, that things are thus out of order, yet let 
us not be wantivg in our duty, but give ſuch an 
Anſwer 
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Anſwer to his Majeſty, as may if poſlible, create 
in him a good opinion of this Houſe , and ſatisfie 
him of the neceſſity of the Bill of Excl/ion, and 
that all other Afts of Grace will but ſerve to fatten 
us for the ſlaughter of our Enemies. .The laſt part 
of this Speech, 1 believe, is his Majeſty's own ; he 
ſeems willing to know what you expect from him, 
and what you will do for him, which Ithinkis a 
fair propolition to come to an underſtanding. And 
although it be not good Manners to offer to make 
a bargain with” his Majeſty ; but as in bargains 
there is a guid and pro quo, ſoin this. And I think 
we need not fear talking of Money in this Houſe, 
being all ſeem reſolved togive it freely, if we can 
be ſecured of our Religion, but not otherways. 
And therefore I humbly .conceive, you may ac- 
cordingly expreſs your ſelves plain in your Ad- 
dreſs, 
Mr. Speaker, 

W.G. Sir, If you do not repreſent all your 
Grievances in this Addreſs,as the condition of your 
giving Money, whatever you ſhall offer at after- 
wards, will be lookt asclamarous and out of order, 
And therefore I would adviſe you, not to gmit any 
one Grievance you expect any remedy in. And 
I am for enumerating, all your Grievances in the 
Addreſs, which have been lately Debated. And 1 
do admire no , body takes notice of the ſtanding 
Army, which if not reduced to ſuch a number as 
may be convenient for Guards, and ſolimited, that 
they may not be increaſed, unleſs in caſe of a Re- 
bellion or an Invalion, -all your Laws may ligrifie 
nothing. 'And lam not fatisfied in the making of 
ſuch general offers of Money. For if you do, you 


will hear in time, that the Fleer needs one A4lion, 
O | Allt- 
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Alliances a8 much more, and Tangier (though 1 
think not worth keeping) little leſs. A demand 
of three Millions, grounded on your general pro- 
miſe, wonld perplex the Houſe how to come off 
with that reputation, which a Houſe of Commons 
ought to preſerve with the, King., I know not 
how ſuch a promiſe may be turn'd upon you, and 
therefore 1 am either for demanding more, or pro- 
miſing leſs. 
Mr. Speaker, gp 
Sir E. H. Sir, I am very willing to have this 
Parliament broken ; yet 1 cannot agree, that to 
prevent it, we ſhould offer ſo much, and demand 
fo little as hath been mentioned. Have we not 
fate two days ih a 'Committee.to examine the dan» 
gerous eſtate of the Kingdom, and ordered te- 
veral good: Bills to be'brotght in thereupon, for 
the ſecuring us againſt Popery and Arbitrary pow- 
er; and ſhall we now the next day lay all thoſe 
Bills aſide, and be content with the Exclufron-bill 
only, which 1 think will be worth nothing, un- 
Teſs you can'get more'?' And therefore, though to 
obtain them-you ſpoke plain'Engliſh, and men- 
tioned what famm you intend to give, I think yoa 
will be ſaffer tooffer Money in general words, with- 
ont declaring what, or eframerating your Bulls. 
Mr. Speaker, | 
G. V. Sir, I cannot agree with this worthy 
Member, for it would take up ſome days Debates, 
to agree what ſumis neceſſary to ſupply his Maje- 
ſties occaſions, and what ſan to'expreſs, Andit 
may be to no purpoſe, as the caſe ſtands with us, 
unleſs we were ſure his Majeſty would .find out 
ſome 'way to bring the Exclufron-Bull about again ; 


then indeed we nught come to particulars, In'the 
| | mean 
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mean time, a promiſe in general words may be 
ſufficient, and fave the Houſe a great deal oftime. 
And for my part, I am notfor enumerating ma- 
ny Bills, but ſhould be content to give Money up- 
on having the Excluſion Billonly, whichtbeing ſo 
preciſely neceſſary for the preſervation of aur Re- 
ligion, all the World will juſtifieus in the demand- 
ing it, before we part with Money and therefore 
1 deſire the - Committee may draw up the Addreſs 
accordingly- 


Reſolved, That ,« Committee the appointed to-prepare 

an bumble Addreſs to His. Majeſty, .upov.the De- 
bate. of the Houſe , in anſwer to His Majeities 
Speech, 
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| | - December 20. 1 6 $6; 


Mr. Hampden reports the Addreſs ; which 


was read. 


TheHumble Addreſs of the Hovſe of Com- 

mons preſented to his Majeſty,in Anſwer 

to his Majeſty's Gracious Speech to both 

Houſes of Parliament,upon the 1 5th. day 
'*of the {ſame December. 


May it pleaſe your moſt Excellent Majeſty, 
\ \ 7 E Tour Majeſty's moſt Dutiful and Loyal 


Subjects, the Commons in this preſent Parlia- 
ment Aſſembled, have taken into our ſerions Conſidera- 
tion, Your Majeſty's Gracious Speech to both Your Houſes 
of Parliament ,on the 1 5th. of this inſtant December ; 
and. do with all the grateful Senſe of faithful Subjetts, 
and ſmcere Proteſtants, acknowledge Tour Majeſty*s 
great gooaneſs to us, in renewing the Aſſurances Tou 
have been pleaſed to give us of your readineſs to con- 
curr with us in any means for the Security of the Pro- 
reſtant; Religion, and Tour Gracious Invitation of us to 
makg our deſires known to Tour Majeſty. 

But with grief of Heart we cannot but obſerve, 
that to theſe Princely Offers, Your Majeſty has been ad- 
viſed (by what ſecret enemies to Your Majeſty and 
Your people, we know not) to annex a Reſervation, 
which if inſiſted 0n, in the inſtance to which alone i: 
is applicable, will render all Your Majeſty's other Gra- 
cious Inclinations of no effett or advantage to us, Your 
HMaje- 
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Majeſty is pleaſed thus to limit Tour promiſe of 'concur- 
rence in the Remedies which ſhall be propoſed, that they 
may conſiſt with preſerving the Succeſſion of the Crown u 
its due and legal courſe of Deſcent, And we do humbly 
inform Your Majeſt y,that no interruption of that Deſcent 
has been endeavoured by us, except only the Deſcent 
pon the - Perſon of the Duke of York, who by the 
wicked Inſtruments of the Church of Rome, has been 
manifeſtly. perverted to their Religion, Ard: we do 
bumbly repreſent to Your Majeſty, as the 1ſſke of. wir 
moſt deliberate Thoughts. and Conſultations, that for 

the Papiſts to have their hopes continued, that a Prince 
of that Religion ſhall ſucceed in the Throne of theſe 

Kingdoms, us utterly inconſiſtent with the Safety of Tour 

Majeſty's Perſon, the preſervation of the. Proteſtant 

Religion, and the Proſperity, Peace, anaWelf are of 

Your Proteſt ant ſubjetts. 

That your Majeſty's ſacred Life is in continual dan- 
ger, == the proſpect of a Popiſh Succeſſor, is evident, 
not only from the Principles of thoſe devoted «to the 
Church of Rome, which allow that an Heretical 
Prince (and ſuch they term all Proteſtant Princes ) 
Excommunicated and Depoſed by the Pope, may be de- 
ſtroyed and muxther'd ; but alſo from the Teſtimomes 
given jn the proſecution of the horrid Popilh Plot, 4- 
gainſt divers Traitors attainted for deſigning to put 
thoſe accurſed Principles into prattice agawuſt Toar Ma- 
eſty. | 
: 4 rom the expeitation of this Succeſſion, has the num- 
ber of Papiſts 'in Tour Majeſty's Dominjons ſo much itt- 
creaſed within theſe few years, and ſo many been pre- 
vailed with to deſert the truc Proteſtant Religion, that 
they might be prepared for the favours of & Popiſh 
Prince, aſſoon as be ſhould come to the poſſeſſion of the 
Crown ; And while the. ſame Expectation laſts, many 
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more will be im the ſane danger of being perverted, - 

Fins it ts that bas even the Papiſts Fi, King- 
dom, arimated and confedtrated by their Priefts and 
Jefuits, '20 make a Common Par ſe, provide Arms, make 
application to Foreign Princes, and ſolticite ther id, 
for impoſing Popery pou 4; and all this even during 
Your Majejty*s Rergnand while Tour Majefty*s Govern= 
ment and the Laws were ont proteftion. + 

It. i4 Tour Majeſty's Glory and true Intereſt, to be 
me Head and Proteftor. of -&ll Proteſtants, 4s well a- 
broad as nt home : But if- theſe hopes remain, what 
Alliances can be mads for the autvantaye of the Prote. 
ftant Religion and Intereſt; which ſhall give confidence 
ro Tour Majeſtie: Allies; to join ſo vigorouſly with Tout 
Majeſty, aithe State of that Intereſt in the World now 
requires, while they ſee this Proteſtant Kingdom i# /o 
much danger of a Popiſh Succeflor ; by who at the 
preſent, al their Councils and Attions may be eluded 
a hitherto they have beet, and by whom, (if be ſhould 
ſucttefl) they are ſure t0 be deſtroyed ? 

We bwve thus butmbly laid before Yonr Mejeſty, ſome 
of thoſe great Dangers and Aiſchirfs which evidently 
arcormpany \ the expettatron of = Popiſh Succeſſor z 
the certhin aid mſpeakable Evils whith will tome up- 
on! Your Majeſty's Proteſtant Stibjefts and their Po- 
fteriry, if ſuch a Prince ſhoxtd inherit are more alſo than 
we ci well tener ate... | 

Our Religion, which is now ſo dangerouſly ſhaken, 
will het! be totally overthrow); nothing will Ve left, 
of £9 Þe found ro provett oy eftnd it. 

The exetation of old Litws miſt ceaſe, and it will 
bt vain to expefF new ones. The moſt ſatred Obligh- 
thins}bf Conty atts and Hoey wy (if any ſhould de gi- 

vth) that Tall be jnuged to be againſt the fireveſt of 
tht R Religion, will bt violattd'; a i: _ 
3 -8n 5 3 niable, 
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able, not only from Argument and Experierce elſe- 
where, but from the {ad experience this Nation onoe 
bad on the like occaſion. ; | 

In the Reign of ſuch a Prince, the Pope will be ac- 
knowledged Supream (though the Subjeits of this 
Kingdom have ſworn. the contrary) and all Cauſes, 
either as Spiritual, or in order to Spiritual Things, will 
be brought under bus Juriſdiction. 

The Lives, Liberties, and Eſtates-'of all ſuchProte- 
ſtants, 4s value their Sonls and their Religion more 
than their ſecular Concernments, will be adjudged for- 
fented, ; 

To all this we might add, That it- appears in the 
diſcovery of the Plat, that foreign Princes were invi- 
zed to aſſiſt in ſecuring the Crown to the Duke of York; 
mith Arguments from bis great Zeal to eſt abliſh Popery, 
and to extirpate Proteſt ants (whom they call Hereticks) 
eut of his Dominions; aud ſuch will expel# perfor- 
mance accordingly. : 

We further bumbly beſeech Tour. Majeſty, in Tour 
great wiſdom to conſider, Whether in caſe the Imperial 
Crown of this Proteſtaut Kingdom ſhould deſcend to 
the Duke of York, the oppoſition which may poſſibly 
be made to bis poſſeſſmeg it, may not only endanger the 


% 


farther deſcent in the Royal Line, but evcn Manarchy 
& ſelf. 

_ theſe Reaſons, we are moſt humble Petitioners to 
Your moſt Savred Majeſty, That in tender cozmiſera- 
tion of Your poor Proteſtant people, Tour Majeſty wall 
be graciouſly pleaſed to depart from the Reſervation 1n 
your ſaid Speech ;, and when 4 Bill ſhall be tenared 
zo Tour Majeſty, in « Parliamentary way to diſable 
the Duke of York from inberiting the Crowy, Tour 
Majefty will give Your Royal Aſſent thereto ;, and as 
neceſſary to fortify and defend the ſame, that Tour 

O 4 Maze- 
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Majeſty will likewiſe be graciouſly pleaſed to Aſent to 
an Att whereby Tour Majeſty's Proteſtant Subjetts may 
be enabled to Afſocicte tnen:ſelues for the defence of 
Your Majeſty's Perſon, the Proteſt amt Relzgion, and the 
Securit y of Tour Kingdom. 

Theſe Kequeits we are.conſtrained humbly to make 
to Your Majeſty as of abjulute Neceſſity, for the ſafe 
and peaceable Enjoyment of our Religion. 

Without theſe things, _ the Alliances of England will 
not be valuable, nor the People Encouraged to Contri- 
bate to Your Majeſty's Seruce.. 

As ſome farther means for the preſervation both of 
our Religion aud Property, We are humble Sutters 
to Your Majeſty, that from henceforth ſuch per ſons only 
may be Judges within the Kingdom of England and 
' Dominion of Wales, as are Men of Ability, Integrity, 
and known. Aﬀettion vo the Proteſtant Religion. And 
that they may hold both their Offices and Sallaries, 
Quamdiu ſe bene geſlerint. That ( ſeveral De- 
pury-L:iewenants and Fuſtices of the Peace, fitly qua- 
lifiea for thoſe Imployments, having been of late aiſ- 
placed, andothers put in their room, who are men of 
Arbitrary Principles,and Coumenancers of Papiſts and 
Popery ) ſuch only may bear the Office of a Lords 
Lieutenant as are perſons of Integrity and known Af- 
fettion to the Proteſtant Religion. That Deputy- 
Lieutenant and Juſtices of the Peace may be alſo ſo 
quaiified, and may be moreover men of Ability, of E- 
ffates and Intereſt in their Country. 

That none may be emplayed as Military Officer, or 
Officers m To;zr Majeſty's Fleet, but men of known 
E-xveries-ce,, Courage, .and. Aﬀettion to the Proteſtant 
Religion. | 

Theſe our humble Requeſts being Obtained, we ſhall 
on oter part be ready to Aſitt Tour Majefty:for the Pre- 
> I ſervation 
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ſervation of Tangier, and for putting your Majeſty's 
Fleet into ſuch a condition as it may preſerve Tour Ma- 
Jeſtys Sovereignty of the Seas, and be for the Defence 
of the Nation. 

If Tour Majeſty hath or ſhall make any neceſſary Al- 
liances for defence of the Proteſtant Religion, and 1n- 
tereft and Security of this Kingdom, this Houſe will 
be ready to Aſſiit and Stand by Yow Majeſty is the 
ſupport of the ſame. | ; | 

After this our Humble Anſwer to Your Majeſty's 
Gracious Speech, we hope no evil Inſtruments whatſoever 
ſhall be able to leſſen Tour Majeſty's Eſteem of that 
Fidelity and Aﬀettion we bear to Your Majeſty's Ser- 
vice ; but» that Your Majeſty will always retain in 
Your Royal Breaſt, that favourable Opinion of ws Your 
Loyal Commons, that thoſe other good Bills which 
we have now under Conſideration, conducing to rhe 
Great Ends we have before mentioned ; as alſo all 
Laws for the benefit and comfort of Your People, which 
ſhall from time to time be tenared for Tour Majeſty's 
Royal Aſent, ſhall find Acceptance with Tour MMa- 


Jeſty. 


Ar. Speaker, 
E,V. Sir, I havehearkened with all the attenti- 
on I could to this Addreſs, and do agree with the 
firſt part of it. The Dangersand Inconveniencies 
ariſing from a Popiſh Succellour, are very obvious; 
and that there will be no Peace nor Tranquility in 
this Nation for this preſent, as long as there is 2 
Popiſh Succeſſour, and that our Religion will be 
loſt, if there ſhould be a Popiſh King, Iam afraid is 
too true : But yet I muſt crave leave to Ciſlent from 
the opinion of thoſe worthy Members that have 
drawn it, astq the other partsthereof. I think i 
15 
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is not convenient at this time, to preſs ſo hard for 
the Exclfron Bill, becauſe we know we cannot 
have it without a Proyogation ; which for my part 
| fear at this time, as much as | do a Popiſh Succeſ- 
Aur, for I do belteve,if it ſhould happen,that you 
will ſooner fee the Duke at White- Hall, than this 
Aſſembly met together again between theſe Walls. 
And therefore am not willing to give the Popiſh 
party ſuch an advantage to procure ourDillolution, 
teſt they ſhould lay hold of it, as I believe they 
would ; by which the Proteſtant Intereſt both a- 
brord and at home, will be ruin'd. And as I can- 
not 2gree in this, ſo neither in preſſing the Aſocia- - 
#702 Bill: for being it hath not yet been brought 
into the Houſe, we do not well know what will 
be the purport of it. - And it is not proper, that 
we ſhould ask of the King we know not what ; nor 
expect that he ſhould grant ns what he can know 
rothing of.” And truly, Sir, I think that theſe 
things about the Judges, Deputy-Lientetants, and 
Juſtices of the Peace, are minutethings to be inſi- 
#ed on at this time, compared with others which 
might be demanded. Qzeen Elizabeth*s Coun/el- 
lors never thought her ſafe, until the Popiſh Succeſſor 
was incloſed tn a Tower ;, and 1 am afraid that you 
will never bt ſafe, unth you take ſome ſuch courſe that 
may bring things to an ifſme. When you have done 
that, and bantfhed all the conſiderable Papiſts out 
of England, | think we ſhall not be in ſo apparent 
danger, as we know are. And ſeeing this may pro- 
bably be granted, and the other Bills not, I hambly 
move you to recommit the Addreſs that it may be 
Hetter conſidered. I know not how this may agree 
with theſenſe of the Honſe, but I ſhall always crave 
teave to ſpeak tn this place according to my Con- 
| {cience, 


[ 203] 
feiertce, that ſo may have peace within me'; but 
readily ſabmit to better judgments. 

Mr. Speaker, 

Sir W. 7. Sir, I amt very ghd that worthy Mem- 
ber _ in the apprehentions of the dangers ari- 
fing from a Popifh Succeffor, and in the neceſſity 
of the Bill of Exclniton, and am very forry, I can- 
not. agree with him in the reſt of his Difcourſe. I 
cannot imagine, withont a high refteCtion upon his 
Majeſty,that if he ſhonld be perfnaded to prorogue 
the Houfz for two or three days, in order to paſs 
the Exclution Bill, that he ſhould inſtead of per- 
mirting ns to meet agatn, diffolve the Parliament ; 
which is quite contrary to it. I fear a proroga- 
tion, without being intended for this; bur if once 
we could prevail with His Majeity to do it for this 
'end, I ſhould not doubt the deſire! Efte&t. Ard in 
preſſing the Aſſociation Bill, we Ihaii not preſs the 
King to grant us we know not what: The word 
Aſſociation may very well be underſtood, ard the 
ends of it aredeclared to be for the ſecurity of His 
Majeſty*s perfon, and the Proteſtant Religion. And 
if when drawn, it ſhould be directcd to other ends, 
I ſuppoſe this Houſe will take care to mend it 
ifnot, the King's promiſe can bind no farther than 
to paſs a Bill for thoſe ends. But I do much ad- 
mire to hear, that the having of good Judges, Ju- 
ſtices, and Commanders at Sea and Land, is a tri- 
vial. thing : for I think that all other things you 
defire without it, would 1;gnihe nothing. As long 
as the Laws and Militia of the Nation is in the 
hands of perſons not well-affefted to the Pi oteſtant 
Intereſt, I 2m afraid we ſhall have no ſccurity a- 
gainſt Popery. As tq the new way that hath been 
propoſed of bringing matters relating to the Popiſh 
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Szeceſſor, to ſuch an iſſue, as that he may be /c- 
cared, as in Queen Elizabeth's time. If he had 
been ſenfible that there are none in Office but what 
are for his intereſt, he would firſt have agreed to 
have endeavour'd to have got ſuch changed, before 
he would have propoſed that way. And it would 
be neceſſary that we ſhould alſo have ſuch Privy- 
Councellors as Queen Elizabeth had,and not Elever 
to- Seven for the Popiſh Succeſſor, And therefore 
ſeeing theſe Propoſals have no more appearance of 
being for your ſervice, I ſee no reaſon you have ta 
be diverted from the way you were going : And 
therefore I humbly move to agree with your Com- 
mikree. 


The Houſe agreed. 
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December 21. . 1680. 


A Bill was read for Uniting his Majeſty's Pro- 
teſt ant Subjects. 


Mr. Speaker, 

WP. og” It is not to be doubted but that the hap- 
pineſs of this Nation and fafety of our Ree 

Ihgion doth depend very much upon preſerving the 
well-conſtituted Government of the Church, and 
that the Government in* the State will not long 
ſtand if that be pull'd down,to which,l am afraid, 
this Bill will contribute very much. Sir, it is well 
known, how notwithſtanding all the endeavours 
of His Majeſty, as well in Parliament as other- 
wiſe, all the AQts that are in force againſt Difſen- 
ters, all the endeavours of the Fathers of the 
Church, there are a ſort of men, and great num- 
bers too, who will neither be adviſed nor over- 
ruled, but under the pretence of Conſcience break 
-violzntly through all Laws whatſoever, to the 
"great diſturbance both of Church and State. And 
if you ſhould give them more Liberty, you will 
"encourage them to go orf with more boldneſs ; and 
therefore I think it will be more convenient to 
have a Law for forcing the Diſſenters to yield tothe 
Church, and not to forse the Church to yield tothem 
And I think we are going quite the wrong way to 
do the Nation good. Andtherefvrel am againſt 

this Bill, 
Mr. Speaker, 

D, Sir, I would not open my mouth in _— 

O 
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of this Bill if I thought it would any ways pre- 
judice the Church or Charch-i-overnm-nt ; bur 
I believe it may have a quite contrary Effe&t,a nd 
tend more for the preſervation and ſafety of the 
Church and Church-Government, than any Bill 
whatfoever that could be.comrived. We have a 
C hurch Government ſetled by Law, to which.the 
Major part of the people,like good Chriſtians and 
Loyal Subjects, give obedience; but .itis our miſ- 
Fortune that thereare ip the Nation a greatmany 
which will not ſubmit to this Government, which 
may .be dividgd under three. Heads. 4. The Pa- 
pits, who differ from us in points of Faith, and 
will .not give.any obeyſance .but to the Ghurch 
of Rome, 2. 1ndependants, Prevbyterians, and. ſome 
others, who agree in ,points .of Faith, and differ 
-only in ſome 'points of DoQtrine and Ceremo- 
pies. 3. Quaizrs, who diſagree not only jin 
-Þoints of Doctrine and Ceremontes, -butiin poi 
.of Faith, andare a head-ſtrong fſortof unreaſona- 
_ble-people, that will notſubmittoany Laws made 
about Religion, . but to give-obedience to-the Giyjl 
Magiſtrate upon all other occafions- The Church 
,of £:01and Men, are not only.the ,greateſt nym- 
ber, buthave-the.Government of theirgdide. What 
[Laws :to make that may-tend moſt to-the preſer- 
ving -of it is your 'bulineſs. It is.in danger from 
\the ;Papits on the one hand, andthe reit of ;the 
Proteſtant-dillenters on the other, who in ſome 
- meaſure agree in their enmity and diireſpe.tothe 
Church, and therefore-the more care ought to be 
taken for its preſervation. | 
Having thus, Sir, diſcovered the danger of the 
Church in general, it will be neceſlary,.-in.order 
-to find out a remedy, to diſcourſe;a little of the 
Strength 
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Strength and Intereſt of each party in particu- 
lar. 

Sir, the Papiſts are not the greateſt number,but 
yet in my opinion, upon ſeveral conliderations,are 
molt to be feared, becauſe of their deſperate prin- 
Ciples which make them bold and mdefatigable, 
and the aſſiſtance they.may have from Rome,France, 
and Jrelana; but above all, from the great ſhare 
they have in the management of the Government, 
by the means of a Popiſh Succeſſor, and the fear of 
their getting the Government into their hands 


. hereafter, by having a Popiſh King. Which of 


it ſelf hath been ſufficient in former times to 
change the Religion of this Nation, and may 
juſtly be feared, may have the ſame effect again, 
unleſs.the Proteſtants-be well united. The Presby- 


terians, Independants, and all other Diſſenters, may 


be more in number than the Papiſts, and may be 
willing enough to have the Church-Government 
altered, it not deſtroyed ; yet being they cannot 
have any ſuccour from abroad, nor from the Go- 
vernment here at. home, I cannot ſee any great 
danger of them. For it is not probable that rhey 
ſhall ever have a King of their opinion, nor a 
Parliament, by the diſcovery they made of their 
ſtrength. in the laſt EleCtions. For accorCing to 
the -beſt calculation I can. make, they.could not 
bring in aboye one in 4wenty, And -therefore, 
becauic they have not ſuch bloody deſperate prin- 
Cciples..as the Papiſts, and becauſe we agree in 
pounts'of Faith, and ſono ſuch great danger from 
them as from the Papiſts, I think we have rea- 
ſon'to conclude, That the Churchis moſt in dan- 
ger:from the Papiſts, and that therefgre we ought 
to-take 6are Of them in the firſt place; and we 
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cannot do that by any way more likely to proye 
effeftual, than by ſome ſuch Bill as this. Becauſe 
if it ſhould have the effe&t defigned of bringing 
in many of the Diſlenters into the Church, it 
would diſappoint them of the great hopes they 
have grounded on our Divifions, and make the 
Church ſtronger, not only to oppoſe the Papilſts, 
but ſuch Fanaticks as may not comein. And if 
we ſhould be ſo unfortunate as that this Bill ſhould 
not have this ſucceſs, I do not underſtand it will 


any way weaken the Church-Government. And 


therefore I am for this Bill. 
Mr. Speaker, 
F. Sir, this Bill is intended for the preſerva- 
tion of the Church, and I am of opinion, is the 


beſt Bill that can be made in order thereto, our, 


circumſtances conſidered. But: I know not- what 
effet it may have, becauſe you are to deal with 
a ſtubborn ſort of people, who in many things pre- 
ferr their humour before reaſon, or their own ſafe- 
ty, or the publick good. Bur, Sir, I. think this 
is a very good time totry whether they will be 
won by the Cords of Love or no, and the Bill will 
be very agreeable to that Chriſtian Charity which 
our Church profeſles; and I hope that in a time of 
ſo imminent danger as we are in, of a common 
Enemy, they will conſider their own ſafety, and the 
ſafety of the Proteſtant Religion, and not longer 
keep afoot the unhappy Diviſions that are amongſt 
us, on which the Papiſts ground their hopes. But 
rather ſeeing the Church doth ſo far condeſcend 
as to diſpenſe with the Surplice, and thoſe other 
things which they ſcruple ar, that they will ſub- 
mit to the reſt that is enjoined by Law, that ſo 


we may unite-againſt the common Enemy. a” 
i 
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If this Bill ſhould not bave'this defired effect, but 
on the contrary, notwithſtanding this condeſcen- 
tion, they ſhould continue their Animoſities and 
diſobedience to the Church, I think ſtill che 
Church will gain very much hereby, and leave 
rhat party without cxcuſe,and be ajuſt cauſe for 
the making of more coerceive Laws.So that upon 
all accounts you have been well moved for the 
paſſing of this Bill. 
Mr. Speaker, « | 

E. Sir, I very much admire! to hear it alledged 
that this Bil] will tend to the advantage of. the 
Church ;' For how ean the pulling down of the 
Pales, and weakning the Laws againſt its Ene- - 
mies, be a way to,preſerve it? I am of another 


_ opinion, and do think this Bill may not anely oc- 
- .cafiona great weakneſs, but give, I fear, a mortal 


Wound to the Chnrch. Is it 'not much more reas 
ſonable, that the: Diſſenters ſhould ſubmir-to the 
Church, than the Church to the Diſſenters ? And: 
I am afraid; if once the Government ſhould be- 
gin to yield 'to them, it will be as in 4.1. nothing 
will ſerve but an utrer ſubverſion ; the having of 
one thing, will give occafion for demanding more; 
and will be impoſſible to give-them any fatisfa- 
tion, Without laying all open, and rnnning into 
confuſidn. It is aur miſery that the Church is in 
ſo much danger of Popery ; pray, Sir, let us irave 
a care how we Increaſeber danger fromFanaticks. 
Inſtead of this B(1}, 1 humbly conceive, that Laws 
to, force the' execution of fnch Laws as are in 
being againſt the Diſſenters,and what more may 
be necetlary to compel an entire obedience {ſee- 
ing the .experience we have. already had of this 


other way hath nat proved effectual ) may more 
P con- 
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contribute to the ſtrengrhening of theChurch,and 
prevention of Popery. ; 

« Alr... Speaker, 

Sif, as well Curch-men as Diſſenters, do all 
know we have a dangerous common Enemy that 
1s got Within our bowels, and,wants nothing but 
a King to their minds to have the ſtrength of ge 
N4r9n, 'as well Civil as Milicary, at their Com- 
mand, and ſo conſequently a ſufficient power tq 
deſtroy the Proteſtant Religion, if not prevented 
by a:'timely Union of the Proteſtagr Intereſt. The 
queſtion that: may properly ariſe at this rime is, 
whether the putrifg pf the Laws we already have 
- In execution, and making more againſt Dilſenters, 
n order to bring them into the Church by force, 


or the making of this Law to bring them in by 


fair means, be 'the moſt hkely way to unite ts, 
dhat (o we nay be-in a better condition to oppoſe 
the common Enemy./It is obvioosto me, that the 
making af new' Laws, or execation of the old at 
this" cime, is the;ready. way to ruine us.; and 
what the Papiſts: do certainly defire and aim 
at-above afl things whatſoever. For if it ſhould 
be pur in prattice, the effe&t would be this ; 1 
would be the occaſiqn of throwing off the further proſe- 
cation of the Plot and Popery, and in a little time 
occaſion,notonely more heat#andanimoſities, but 
fuck a revengeful implacable Spirit amongſt us, 
as: would proveirreconcilablegand give opportu- 
nity for the Popifh Intereſt to joyn, with, either 
parcy,-.or at leaſt-ways abet and aſſiſt them un- 
derhand, 16 rhat they ſhall eaſily be provoked to 
geſttoy one the other. But if this ſhould not hap- 
pen, what real Love, Friendfhip, or Obedience 
can the Church expe&t from ſuch perſons, as py 

| the 
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the execution of fuchLaws may be forced to come 
to Church ? How can they be depended on, or 
che Chutch be ſtrengthened by chem? You may 
prevent their Conventickes, and force them either 
to come to Church or pay Fines, or be Impriſo- 
ned ; but you cannot expect that their Opinions or 
Aﬀe&#1ons ſhould be altered by ſuch Proceedings witb- 
out which the Chorch can never be the ſtronger. It 
muſt be a work of cime'to reconcile the Diviſions 
that are amongſt us, and may be a great and ne- 
ceflary employment for many Parliamentshere- 
after, when the common Enemy doth not give 
ſuch a juſt occaſionof diftration , and for em- 
ploying all your thoughts and care about him 
when they may have more leiſure, becauſe their 
dangers may not beſo imminent.But to goabout 
it at this time by any ſuch Laws,is the ready way 
to weaken the Proteſtant Intereſt, and.bring ruine 
upon us. But ſuppoſe we wonld follow this 
advice,and make new Laws,and require a ſevere ' 
execution of the old, how canyoumagine that 
as long as the Popiſh Interet is lq prevalent,the 
cxecution of ſuch Laws ſhall be continued longer 
than may beſubſervent to the intereſt of that par- 
ty ? Have wenor had a fad experience of this ? 
Hath the Oxford-ACt, or that ofthe 25 of Queen 
Elizabah, or any other againſt the Diſſenters, 
been executed in favour of the Church ? Are not 
the Diſſenters a52nany, if not more, now than ever ? 
And is-not experience in all affairs the beſt Ma- 
fter? Andis there any thing more viſible, than 
that theſe Laws have been made nfe of 'ro ſerve 
the Popifſh Intereſt, or as Engines rather for che 
affairs of the 'State than Charch : when in the 
Year 4670 by the ſeyere execution of theſe —_ 
'F-Y al 
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all Meetings in Conventicles werg prevented, and 
many Diflenters came to Church, did not the 
Toleration happen thereupon ? and was not the 
execution of the Laws put afoot, as may be pre- 
ſumed, by that great Papiſt Ci;ford, who had 
then the greateſt ſhare (under his Majeſty) in the 
Adminiſtration*of the Government ? It the exe- 
cution of theſe Laws againſt Diſſenters had been 
for the advantage of the Church, why was there 
then granted a Toleration? And if the Tolera- 
tion had been intended for the advantage of the 
Proteſtant Religion, why were not the Church- 
men, nor Diſſenters of any kind, pleaſed with it ? 
And-if the Ox%rd-Act, and other Laws againſt 
Difſenters,were projected in favoyr of the Prote- 
ſtant Religion, ir was ſtrange that they were ſo 
much. promoted(as many Members now here who 
did ferve in thoſe Parliaments do remember)bySir 
Tho. Clifford, Sir Solomon Swale, and Sir Roger 
* Strickland, who have ſince all appeared to be Papiſts. 
Sir, we have been ſtrangely led by the Popiſh In- 
tereſt for many years already 3 I pray, Sir, let us 
not now at laſt do tike Narcrſſus,to be ſo much in 
love with a Shadow, as to fall into a Gulph and 


drown our ſelves. Sir, Iam afraid the Name of 


Church bath been frangely made uſe of to bring in 
Popery.l hope we ſhall endeavour to preſerve,not 
onely the Name,but the Subſtance,I mean the Pro- 
reſtanc Religion, otherwiſe we may come off go 
better than the Dog in e/op's Fables wich his 
Shoulder of Mutton. I hope that what I have 
ſaid, will not repreſent me as an .Enemy to the 


Church, or Church- Government; I am ſure,l am ' 


not conſcious to my ſelf,that I ever enterrained a 


thought againſt the preſervation of- cither, - 
what 
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what I have ſaid,doth proceed. from an apprehen- 
ſion that our Church men of late have been out of 
the right way-to preſerve either our Religion or our 
Church;Becauſe the courſes which they take mnſt 
( though [| am far from ſuſpectiug they deſign it) 
give a great aſſiſtance to Popery, I remember 
that after the Plor broke ourt,there was for a little 
while a kind of A reconciliation amongſt Prote- 
ſtants,and an united oppoſition made to the com- 
mon Enemy, and how then the Popiſh Intereſt 
gave way, we may all remember; but ths was tos 
much in favour of the Proteſtant Religion to hold long. 
Within a few Months the fire broke out again, 
and the Pulpits and the Preſs, inſtead of being emi- 
ployed againſt the Common Enemy, were reduced to 
their old way, of carrying on the diviſions among ſt 
Proteſtants: And how the Popiſh Intereſt have fince 
gone on triumphant again,all here, ſuppoſe,may 
know. Sir, the Church hath two ſtrong Ene- 
mies, the Papiſts and Fanaticks, We are already 
engaged in a ſharp conteſt with the Papiſts, and 
find they are ſtrong enough for us; Why muſt 
we now alſo enter into a freſh engagement with 
the Fanaticks, eſpecially when we may be ſure 
thereby to ftrengthen our Enemies, and weaken 
our.ſelves? Such advice cannot proceed from ſuch 
as are friends to the Proteſtant Church : If we 
ſhould make new Laws againſt Diſſertters,as hath 
been moved, and enforce the execution of rhe 
old ones, as long as we have a Popiſh Succeſlor, 
can any manimagine,that the execution of th 
will be longer kept afoot, than will conſiſt with | 
the Popiſh Intereſt? Sir, our Church and Religion 
will be Joſt, if Union be not improved amongſt 
Proteftants,and Ithink no Bill can promote it like 
Fi this. 
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_ And therefore 1 am for the paſſing of this 
Bill, | 
Reſolved, That the faid Bill be committed upon th 
Debate of #be Howſe. 
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December-23. 1680. 


Some Queries relating to the Execution of 
Wiliam late Viſcqunt Stafford, offered 
to the Houſe by the Sherifls of ' Londox 
and Middleſex. 


1. Whetber the King, being neither Judg nor 
Party, can order the Execution ? 

+ Whether the Lords can award the Execution) 

3. Whether the King can' diſpence with any 
part of the Execution ? % - 

4 if the King can diſpenſe with ſome part 
of the Execution, why not with all? 


Mr. Speaker, + h 8 

Sir TG R, Death-is the end of the Law in 
| Criminal matters , the other parti- 
enlars of the Sentence are but Ceremonies,uſed 
ad terrorem. IT never read of any Peer that was 
quartered, tho many have been condemned for 
'Freafon, and ſome in Parliament. The Lady 
anc Gray, and many other women, bave. been 


condemned for Treaſon, and in that caſe are al- * 


ways condemned to be Burnt ; but however, are 
vſually, if perſons of Honour, Beheaded, Where- 


fore 1 
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fore it is probable, tlat-che Royal Power hath al- 
ways diſpenced With ſuch Sertencesformerly;and 
if ſo,this Houſe hieth not under any obligation to 
offer at any oppoſition, nor concern themſelves 
* bexein,eſpecially at this time, when ſuch a diſpute 
may end in preventing the Execution of the ſaid 
Lord Stafford. And therefore t humbly conceive 
you may do well to. give your conſent, that the 
ſaid Writ be executed according to its tenour. 


Reſolved, That this Houſe is content that the She- 
riffs of London and Middleſex do execute Willi- 
am late Viſcount Stattord, by ſevering his Head 
frem bis Bud) onel;. 
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December 30. 1 68 ©. 


A Motion being made in the behalf of Judze 


Rayman, that one 'Sheredon in cuſtody of - 


the Serjeant at Arms. by order of the Houſe, 

| had moved for his Habcas Corpus ; which 
he had denied,becauſe he was committed by 
order of the Fouſe,defiring the Opinion of 
the Houſe, * © | 


Mr. Speaker, 

Sir Is. _ | R, the Priviledges of both Houſes 

of Parliament are concern'd in this 
buſineſ(s,and in that the very being of Parliament:; 
and therefore we muſt be very carefulwhat we do 
in it. . | have peruſed the Habeas Corpus Bill, and 
do find, that there 1s not any thing in it that doth 
reach,or can be intended to reach to anyComit- 
ment made by either Houſe of Parliament during 
Seflion. The preambleof the A, and all the 
parts of it do conkine the extent of the ACt to 
_ Caſes bailable,and directs ſuch courſes for the ex- 
ecution of the Act,ascannot be underſtood ſhould 
relate to any Commitment made by either Houſe. 


This Houſe is a Court of it ſelf, and part of the * 


Higheſt Court in the Nation, Superiour to thoſe in 
IWeſtminſter-hall; and what Laws this Houſe joyns 
in making, are to bind inferiour.Courts, but can- 
not be underſtood to bind themſelves as a Court; 
chat would provenot onely dangerous, but deftru- 
Ctive to the Dignity of Parliaments,and level them 
with the Courts in Weſtminfer-Hall: Great care 
ought. 
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ought to be taken how you allow of reftraints and 
Limitations to the proceedings of both Houſes of 
Parliament,being ſo great a part of the[egiſlative 
| power of the Nation, leſt thereby you ſhould by 
degrees render them uſeleſs. A Commitment of this 
Houſe is always in nature of a fudgment and the 
AG is only for Caſes bailable, which Commitments 
upon Fudgments are not,at le af Commitments by this 
Houſe were never yct allow'd to be bailable. And 1 
{ſuppoſe you will never grant them fo to be. Can 
it be imagined that this Houſe, who preſent all the 
Commons of England,ſhouid not be intruſted with 
as much power for the preſepvation of their con- 
ſtitation upon which the ſapport of the Govern- 
ment ſo much depends, as ordinary Courts and 
Officers are intruſted with, which are only de- 
ſigned for the welfare 6f parzicular perſons? I am 
of opinion, that no Act can deprive chis Houſe of 
that power, Which they have always exerciſed,of 
chmmitting perſons without tail unleſs in expreſs 
words it be ſodeclared : Nor of diſcharging upon 
Bail atter committed.The ſame rea/ons which may be 
given for diſcharging ſuch as are not committed for 
breachof Privilege,sf ut be grounded on the Act for the 
HabeasCorpus, will hold as ſr: ng for' the diſcharging 
of perſons committed for the vreach.of Privilege;and [0 
conſequently deprive this Houſe of all its power & aig- 
nity,and make it inſignificant. T his is fo plain $ ob- 
vious,that all]udges ought to know it;and | think 
it below you to make any Reſolve therein, buc 
rather leave the Judges to do-otherways at their 
peril,and let theDebarte fall without any Queſtion. 
* Mr. Speaker, 

Sir-F. W.Sir, the laſt Houſe of Commons being 
ſenſible how narrowly this Nation eſcaped w_ 
ruin' 


[ 218 ] | 
ruin'd by a ſortof Monſters called Penfioners, which 
| ſarenn the late Long Parliament,hadentred intoa 
Conſideration how to prevent the like from co- 
ming into futare Parliaments;and in order there- 
toreſolved,that they. would ſeverely chaſtifſe ſome 
of thoſe that bad been guilty, and make the beſt 


Laws they could to prevent the like for future.: - 


And for that purpoſe a Committee was appointed 
of which Mr.Serjeant Gregory,now Judge Gregory, 
was Chairman ; by which, many Papers relating 
to that affair, came to his hands. Sir, I think it a 
buſineſs of ſo great importance,that it ought never 
to be forgotten,nor the proſecution of it deferred. 
I have often heard,that England can never be de- 
ſtroyed but by its ſelf: To have ſuch Parliaments, 
was the moſt likely way that ever yet was inven- 
ted. I remember a. great Lawyer ſaid in this 
Houſe when it was debared in the laſtParhament, 
That it was treaſon, and he gave many tearned 
Arguments to make it out. Whether it be ſo qr 
no, I will not now offer to debate ; but I think 
that for thoſe that are the Legiflatorsof theNation 


totakeBribes,to underminetheLawsand Govern- 


ment of thisNation,that theyought to be chaſtifed 
as Traytors: It was my fortnne to fit here a little 
while inthe Long Parliament;l did obſerve that all 
thoſe that had Pex/ions,and moſt of thoſe that had 
Offices,Voted all of « fide,as they were directed by 
ſome great Officer, as exaGtly as if their buſineſs 
inth's Houfe had been tO preſerve their Penſions and 
Offices, and not ro make Law? for the good of them 
that ſent them here. How ſuch perſons could avy 
way be uſeful for the ſupport of the Government, 
by preſerving a fair underſtanding between the 
King and hisPeople, but on the contrary tow dan- 
| | gerous 


al 


ao 
- 
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gerous to bring in A#bitrary power and Popery,[ 
leave to every manszudgment. I hey were (ſo far 
from being the tre Repreſentatives of tbe People, 
that they were - a dit middle Intereſt between 
the King and the People ; and their chief buſineſs 
was to ſerve the end of ſome great Miniſter of 
State, tho never fo oppoſite to the true Intereſt of _ 
the Nation. Sir, this buſineſs ought never to fall, 
the there ſhould be never ſo many Prorogations 


- and Diſfolurions of Parliaments, before any thing 


be done init ; I think it1sthe Intereſt.of the Na. 
tiqn, that it. ſhould be proſecuted from Parliament to 
Parlament,as if there were an[mpegchment mn againſt 


- tbem. And therefore, Sir, | would humbly move 


you toſend fome Members of this Houſe to Judg 
Gregor), for thePapers he hath taken in his cuſtody 
relating to this affair, that ſo you may in conve- 
nient time-proceed further herein, as you-ſhall 
ebink good. And Sir, being there is a report that 
ſome of this Houſe have now made a Bargain at 
Court for great Offices in order to vitiate and 
corrupt their Votes in this Houſe; which tho bur a 
project to caſt a refleftion onſuch Members, how- 
ever toſatizhe the world, I pray,Sir, ler therebe a 
Vote paſt, That no Member of this Houſe ſhall accept 
of any Offite under the Crown, during ſuch time as 
he continues a Member of this Houſe. | 
Mr. Speaker. | 

S. T. Sir,l am ſo over-loaden with Melancholy, 
as that I can hardly ſpeak in this 'matter: For I 
have received ſo manyCompliments as to my be- 
ing conſtituted a great Miniſter of State, that I 
begun to flattermyſelf,as others flattered me, that 
I were really ſo. Bnt now 1 do diſcover, that I 
haye been butin a kind ofa dream and to _ 
mn” that 


| [ 220 ] 
that I ſhall never in reality have any ſuch Office. 
But -whatever Vote you.make to puniſh us Offi- 
cers, | pray, Sir, let it not be fo ſevere as that it 
may prejudice the publick. Suppoſe his' Maje- 
ity ſhould have occaſion to ſend ſome perſons to 
Nimmeguen for Plenipotentraries , and there 
ſhould not be any men in Eng/and fit for it, but 
ſome that ſhould be Members of this Houſe, 
would you have the publick affairs of the Nati- 
on- injured, rather than ſuch Members ſhould 
accept of ſuch an Employment? Or ſuppoſe 
ſome Invaſiorr ſhould happen, and there were 
no couragious expert Admirals to be had, bur 
ſuch as were Members of this Houſe, ſhould 
they not accept thereof- becauſe of your Vote ? 
Toprevent theſe inconveniencies, ' and. to leave 
us all ſome hopes, | pray, Sir, add to your /eres, 
Not without leave of the Houſe, Aﬀer ſome fur- 
ther Debate, | . 


Reſolved, That no Member of this Houſe ſhall ac- 
cept of any Office or Place of profit from the 
Crown, without 1be leave of this Houſe ; nor any 


promiſe of any ſuch Office or Place of: profit, du- 
ring ſuch time as he ſhall continue & Member of 


tbis Houſe. 


— — 


25+ * 


, January $868 x. 


The Articles againſt Sir Willianr Scroggs, 


Chief: Juſtice of the Kings Bench, were 
read. 


Mr. Speaker, 
Sir F.L CvIR, in my opinion the matter con- 

& tained in the [aſt ſeven Articles, doth 
not anſwer the firſt Article; nor the Title : for 
therein yon accuſe Sir Will;2m Scrrpps in general 
words of High-Treaſon; the higheſt of Crimes ; 
and when you come to particulars, you inſtance 
the diſmiſſing of Grand-]Juries, prohibitihg prin- 
ting of Pamphlets, inequality in levying of Fines , 
and the like. Sir, I would not be vnderſtood to be 
an Advoeate for the Lord Chiet Juſtice Scroggs ; 
but | hope that as long as | ſirhere, you will al- 
ways give me leave to be an Advocate for this 
Houſe; which | cannot more fipnafly demonſtrate . 
than by oftzring my opinion againſt every thing 
which I think will refle&t upon theJuſtice orPru- 
dence of the Houſe,or prove any hindrance to the 
finiſhing of thoſegrear Afairs you have under De- 
bate. 

Sir, I am of opinion, that tho all theſe rhings 
contained in theſe Articles ſhould be fully proved, 
they wil] not amount to Treaſon; and altho it be 
true that you do but impeach and that thel.otds 
are to judg, yet it is not agreeable to the Juſtice 
of this Houſe, that the Articles ſhouid be for Trea- 
/{on,unleſs-you are wel ſatisfied that vou can make 
out 
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' but that the matter contain'd in the-Articles 18 ©: 
Which | very much doybt; and therefore | am of 
Opinion, that che Articles onght only to be for 
high Crimes and Miſdemeanors; whych | am the 
more forward to preſs you earneſtly to, becauſe 
am afraid iftheſeArticles ſhonld go forHigh I rea- 


ſon, it may occaſion ſome diſpute with the Lords, | 


who hapily, if they do not conclude that the mat- 
ter contain'd inthe Articles amounts to Treaſon, 
will not commit him,notwithſtanding theirOrder 
made in the Earl of Danby's Caſe i And that may 

occaſion ſach miſunderitandings, as may hinder 
all other buſineſs. And alſo if you ſend it up for 
High-Treaſon, it may occafion another Diſpute 
with the Biſhops. whether they ſhall withdraw 
or no, when the Caſe comes to be tryed, Upon 
the whole matter, | think it will be much ſafer 
that you make the Impeachment for high Crimes 
and Miſdemeanors only, 

Mr. Speaker, 

D. F. Sir my obligation to ſerve-my Country, 
calls on me to give you my opinion in this matter, 
and not any kindneſs to my Lord Chief Juſtice : 
for I can ſafely declare,that I do not think him fic 
_ for that eminent place now,becaule indeed] never 
thought he was fit: 50 char whar I ſhall ſay, pro- 
ceeds from my kindneſs to the Publick,and parti- 

cular obligations to this Houſe. I think we ought 
to be cautious how we increaleLaws totake away 
our lives; our Forefathers were very carefulin it, 
as may appear by cheStatace of 25 Edw.z. which 
was made to prevent the Judges from taking on 
them any power todeclare any thing Treaſon but 
what was expreſt within that Statute ; reſerving 
all obvious Crimes of that natureto theJudgmenc 


of 


= 
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of the Netion in Parliament, who no doubtmay 
declare other things Treaſon which are not with- 
in that Statute. But *cis a Queſtion with me,whe- 
ther it can be done any other way than by Bill, that 
ſoit may be an Act of King, Lords,and Cammons- 
and not of the Houſe of Lords only,the Commons 
onely proſecutors, and the King not concern'd. 
That the Lords alone are proper Judges in many 
Caſes, when perſons are profecuted upon» ſome 
known Law, is not to be doubted ; 'but I mach 
queſtion,if rhey ought to be fo in Caſes of declara- 
tive Treaſori, though upon an Impeachment from the 
Houſe of - Commons : For that were to allow the 
Lords alone a power of making a Law in the Ca- 
ſes of the higheſt nature, even of Life and Death. 
Sir, our Forefathers thought not good to intruſt 
their Lives nor Liberties with any one Eſtate a- 
lone,theytbought with a multitude of Counſellors 
there was moſt ſafety ; and therefore I hope we 
ſhall be very cautious how we make a preſident 
in the Caſe.And I am the more earneſt in moving 
you herein, becauſe lam very confident thatno 

preſident can be offer'd ro make good,that there 
was everanything declar*d Treaſon inParliament 
which was notFelony by ſome expreſs knownLaw 

before. And I hope we ſhall] be fo careful of our 

ſelves & ourPoſterity,as nor to go about to make 

a dreach upon the Conſtitution of the Govern- 

ment in'this particular, but rather make che Im- 

peachmentonlyfor highCrimes andMiſdemenoars. 

Mr, Speaker, 

Sir F.i# Sir, 1 cannot agree with that honou- 
rable Member char ſpoke laſt,as to his notion.that 
the Parlament cannot declare any thing to be 
Treaſon, which was not before Felony by ſome 
| known 
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known Law ; the Statute of 25 Edw. 5. leaves 


the power at large to Parliaments without any 
ſach reſtriction. And I am of opinion, - that any 
thing that tends to the Deſtruction or Alteration 
 wofthe Government; hath always been, and onghe 
to be declared in Parhament, Treaſon, if brought 
there to be judged. The Parliament doth not i this 
make new Crim:s, and then condemn them ; bat 
only declares that to be a Crime which was (0 before, 
and wanted nothing but Condemnation And it may 
conſiſt with the prudence of this Houſe, as well 
to be careful. how to weaken thoſe Laws and 
Cuſtoms which cend ſo much to the preſervation 
of the Government, as how to increaſe any that 
may tend to the deſfruction gf any one man, by 
multiplying Prefidents for chaſtrzing of Treaſon; 
the Crimes for which Treſ/ian and the reſt at 


that time were impeached, were not Felony by 


any. kriown Law, and yet they were condemned 
in Parliament. Empſon and .Dud/ey were accuſed 
in-general, for endeayouring to' ſubvert the Go- 
vernment, Which being in general words, was 
not Felony by any known Law,'yet the Judges 
having recourſe to Parliament, they. were con- 
demned. The Articles againſt Finch, Berkley, and 
the reſt, were all for High Treaſon, and the mat- 
ter contained in their Articles amounted to na 
more than what is now contained-jn this. And 
there is ſolitcle weight in the Caſes that have been 
offered againſt this, thar, I think, they are offered 
rather for ornament than argument, The Chanccl- 
bor is the keeper of theK ingsConſcience,and the.Judpes 
of hisCoronation Oath, As they are in greatPlaces,& 
have a great Power,fothey ought to be the more 


carefu] how they behave themſelves.And as they 
have 


ver 
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bave greater Incouragements, ſo to be ſubjeCt to 
more ſevere Chaſtifements than others, the pub- 
lick being more concerned in their aCtions ; and 
therfore the cuſtom of Par/:aments hath made that 
Treaſon in them which 18 not ſo in other .verſons. 
The words of Fudges and Privy-Councellors in ſome 
cafes are Overr- Acts of themſelves. Ithi-% ir will 
become the wiſdom of the Nation, to ne all 
the defence and proviſion they can, againſt the 
corrupt doings of men in ſuch places. And Fdo 
not ſee what danger can ariſe to our Poſterities by 
ſuch proceedings. Is itnot with the Parliament 
we incruſt this power? Who can imagine that a 
Parliament can ever be ſo conſtituted, as not to be 
carefully concern'd in their proceedings as to Life 
and Death ; and only concern themſelves there- 
in, when ſome extraordinary exigences in which 
the Government is much concerned requires it * 
What man would defire to live after he was 
thought worthy of' death by ſuch an Aſſembly ? 
And notwithſtanding what hath been ſaid to ex- 
tenuate the Crimes mentioned in theſe Articles, I 
think, the Order that was made in the Kings Bench 
about Printing, by the Judges, was taking on them a 
legiſlative power, Which hath formerlvbeen judged 
Treaſon; And I think we live now in as dange- 
rous times as ever, and under as great 4 neceſſity #0 
have a care of the miſchiefs that may havpen to the 
Nation by ill Fudges. as ever. Ard Ifee 15 reaſon 
to doubt our being able to make good tive Arti- 
cles ; and therefore l pray that the Articles may 
be ingrolled as they are. 

| Mr. Speaker, 

H.P. Sir,l agree that it will become this Houſe 

very well.to be very cautious how they make pre- 
dents 
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ſidents in caſesof Treaſon, which are the Shet- 
Anchors of Life and Death ; as alſo how to wea- 
ken ParliamentaryProceedings,that arenecefſary 
to preſerve the Government. And | hope that 
nothing bat the true merits of the Cauſe will lead 
usin a matter of ſo great importance,and neither 
Wit nor Oratory, nor any forced explanation of 
the Laws ; I ſee it agreed by all,thar Parliaments 
have aPower ofdeclaring Treaſon. The Queſtion 
1s,which is moſt cuſtomary and ſecureſt, to have 
it done by Bill, that ſo King, Lords, .and Com- 
mons may joyn therein ; or whether by an Im- 
peachment from the Commons, the Lords being 
only the Judges; or whether any thing ought or 
can be declared Treaſon by Parliament, which was 
not Felony by ſome known Law before. 

Sir, Lam of opinion that it is ſafeſt and moſt 
agreeable to the policy of this Government, that 
the declaring of :ny thing Treaſon in Parliament 
ſhould be by Bill,that King, Lords,and Commons 
may joyn therein, that ſo ſuch a precious thing as 
the life of the ſubjeCt ſhould bave. the greateſ? ſe- 
curity imaginable. However it is not to be doubt- 
ed, but it hath been practiſed otherways, and 
that many perſons have been Condemned in Par- 
liament upon Impeachments from the Commons 
for facts which were notTreaſon by any knownLaw, 


And the reaſon may be, thereby to prevent the dan- 


gers that might ariſe from ſome Miniſters of State 
growing ſogreat with the King,as that they ſhould be 
ableto ſecure him from ever giving his conſent to aBill. 
Intuch a caſe, by giving 11] Counſel and other ſe- 
cret courſes, ( happily as far as treaſon, yet not 
known by any Law) chey would be ſecure from 
puniſhment, if this way of proceeding againſt 
ſuch 
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ſuch a perſon where the Kings concurrence is not 
neceflary, were not allowed of, And the preſer- 
ving of this right, is ſo far from being contrary 
to the wiſdom of our Anceſtors, that it is very a- 
greeable to all their proceeding in the conſtitution 
of this Government, in order to ballance it the 
better,and preſerve it againſt the deſigns of great 
ill men. And as to the other ObjeCtion, whether 
the Parliament can declare any thing Trea/on that 
was not Felony before by ſome known Law * 1 
am quite of another opinion, and do believe the 
practice hath been otherways; the Zudges in 
Rich. the. 24's time were condemned for giving 
extrajudicial Opinions, Which, I think, was not 
Felony by any Statute-law. A Knight of Cheſhire 
was condemn'd in Parliament, for conſpiring the 
death of the King's Unkle. An Earl of Neor- 
thumberland, tor giving Liveries to ſo many per- 
ſons as were judged a little Army. And many 
other caſes which I have read of, in which per- 
ſons have been condemn'd in Parliament, when 
their Crimes were not Felony by any known Law. 
But I do not take any delight in ripping up old 
Statutes or Preſidents about Treaſons. Iam fſor- 
ry the misfortunes of our times ſhould make it 
now neceflary. But if the Parliament, as [ con- 
clude, have ofteh declared ſuch' things as theſe 
Treaſon,and the Commons have impeached per- 
ſons guilty of ſach Crimes, for High Treaſon , I 
ſee ho uſt objeCtion why theſe Articles ſhould not 
g0up as they are drawn : For notwithſtanding 
What hath been ſaid to mitigate the crimes cors 
tained in theſe Articles, I am of opinion that the 
Order made in the Kings Bench about Printing, 
their Warrants for jt of Books, their diſmiſſng 
2 0 
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of Grand-TFuries, doth tend to the ſubverſion of the 
Governinent, and hath been and ever ought to be, in 
7adges, judged Treaſon. And therefore, that it can- 
not conſiſt with the prudence of this Houſe, nor 
the ſecurity of the Nation,that this perſon ſhould 
be impeached of leſs than High-treaſon. And 
therefore I move you, that the Articles may be 
engroſt. 
Mr. Speaker ; 

P.F.Sir,we are not going about to declare any 
thing Treaſon, but tooffer our Articles,and leave 
it to the Lords ; therefore moſt of theſe Argu- 
ments would be more proper there ; for we only 
Impeach, they are to be the Judges, whether the 
matter be Treafon or no. It is true, we ought to: 
be cautious what we do init, becauſe it is not 
proper that this Houſe ſhould impeach a man for 
* Treaſon, without having good grounds for it.Bur 
1s not the Order about Printing a kind of an att of 
State, to ſerve inſtead of a Law ? Is not the uſe 
of Grand-]Juries a very efſential part of this Go- 
vernment? And is not the diſmiſſing of them, as 
this Judge did,a way to render them uſeleſs ? Are 
not his Warrants to ſeize Books and Papers Arbitrary? 
and doth not all tend to the ſubverſion of the Go- 
vernment ? And what better grounds ſhould we 
have for our proceedings ? I think the Articles 
are well drawn, and ought to be ingroſſed as 
they are. 

Mr. Speaker 

Sir R. T. Sir, 1 cannot admit that Parliaments 
by Impeachments beforethe Lords,can make any 
thing Treaſon, but only ſuch matters as were 
Treaſon by Common-law, before the. Statute of 
Edward the Third. And, I chink, we ought n 

| | a 
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be ſo cautious of our Pofterities, as not to preſs 
for fuch Preſidents, leſt you put into the hands of 
the Lords a Power, for which we may have cauſe 
to repent hereafter, but never get back again: 
For the Lords do not uſe to part with thoſe 
Powers they once get. There are Preſidents by 
which it appears, that the Lords have attempted 

to make declarative Treaſons alone, without any 

Impeachment ſrom the Commons: Have a care 

how you give them encouragement to proceed 

therein; better to keep to the other way of ma- 

king no declarative Treaſons but by Bill. 


The Articles were read, and Queſtion pur. 


Reſolved, That the ſaid Sir Will. Scroggs be im- 
peached upon the ſaid Articles, and that the ſaid 
Articles be inproſſed, and carried uy to the Lords 
by my Lord Cavendiſh, 


January 
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January 6. 1681, 


Col. Birch made a Report of the Informa- 
tions relaring to the 7ri/h-Plor, and ſeve- 
ral Triſh Witneſſes were examined. And 
a Meſlage from the - Lo:ds about rhe 
Iriſh-Plot read. 


Reſolved, By the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in 
Parliament aſſembled, That they do declare, that 
they are fully [atisfied that there now is, and for 
divers years laſt paſt hath been, a borrid and trea- 


ſonable Plot ke. dr and carried on by thoſe of 


the Popiſh Religion in Ireland, for Maſſacring the 
Engliſh, and ſubverting the Proteſtant Religion, 
and the ancient eſtabliſht Government of that 
Kingdom, to which their Lordſhips defire the con» 


currence of this Houſe. 


Mr. Speaker, 
Sir W. F.C1T Actors which you have heard 

Sg: at theBar,and the report which hath 
been read, as to the Popiſh-plor in Ireland, is not 
only a plain diſcovery of the dangerous and de- 
plorable condition of the Proteſtants in ſreland, 
but a great confirmation of what Dr: Oates and 
the reſt of the Witneſles have ſaid as to the Plor 
here. - So tharnow no man can have any excuſe 
for not believing it, but ſuch as are miſlead by 
others who know it too well, becauſe they are in 
it. cannot but obſerve what a coherence and a- 


grecment there is in the carrying on of theſe two 
Plots. 


1 
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Plots. Fitz-Gerard tells you, that in 1662. ſe- 
veral Officers were ſent into France to get mony 
for carrying on of the Plot. And was it not in 
1652, that we begun here with the Tolcration, 
which gave the firſt appearance of Popery to the 
Parliament? In 167 2. we broke the Trip/e-Loagne, 
and entred into a ſtrange correſpondence with 
France; then they actually liſted and armed a 
great number of Souldiers, which were firſt togo 
intoFrance,and then to come back to carry on the 
Plot. In 75, and 76, all the Clergy in Ireland, 
ſ2id the Duke of rk ſhould beKing in 78. And 
Futz,-Gerrard depoſeth, that he then cold rhe fame 
to ſeveral perſons, as had ſince proved it betore 
Sir Fohn Davis Secretary of Stare ih Ireland. An4 
doth it not appear by theWirneſles here,that they 
intended about that time ro- cut oft the King ? 
[t appears,that they intended to Maſlacre m-{t of 
the Proteſtants, and to conquer others ; and that 
this they hoped to do by affiltance expected from 
France, of Men and Arms, afloon as that King 
ſhonld be diſengaged of the War he was engaged 
in with the Coniederates. And doth not this a- 
gree not only with Dr. Oates his Diſcovery, but 
Prance's too? Ard did we not, after we had 
aſſiſted the French with abour 1200c men, moſt 
Iriſh, and helped them in the carrying on of thae 
War, ſend Plenipotentiaries to Nimeguen, in or- 
der to make up a general Peace,that ſo he might 
be at leiſure about chat time that the ſaid party 
expected his aſſiſtance, and that the Clergy had 
told Fitz-Gerard, that the Duke ſhould be King? 
Upon the Diſcovery of the Engliſh-Ploz, the King, 
Lords, and Commons,declared it a horrid, dam- 
nable, execrable Plot ; now upon the diſcovery 
Q 4 of 
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of this 1riſh-Plot,the Lords Spiritual and Tempo- 
ral have declared the ſame of it. But to what 
purpoſe I know not, unleſs it be to-diſcover the 
ſtrength of the Popiſh party in that, afcer you 
know your danger and have declared itin Parlia- 
ment, yet that.their Intereſt is ſtrong enough to 
baffle ours, and to prevent all manner of remedies 
or future ſecurity; nay,and to make you eat your 
own Declarations up again, and be aſham'd ( if 
poſlivle ) char ever you made ſuch. This hath 
been the effect of the Declarations ſo often made 
in Parliament as to ihe Engliſh Plot : And I am a- 
fraid, that this Declaration that hath been read,is 
all chat will be done for the ſecurity of the Proteſtants 
in Ireland. For notwithſtanding all theſe Diſco- 
veries, Which are the greateſt that ever were; ina 
caſe of ſo great a Conſpiracy, ſuch is their influ- 
ence and authority, that they have not only ſa- 
ved iheir own party from being any way weak- 
ned.(unleſs by thoſe few that have been hanged) 
but hav? gained a great number of the Proteſtants to 
foyn and contribute as much to the carrying on of 
:heir deſign, as they can deſire. The truth is, Sir, 
England can never be deitroyed, but by it ſelf; and 
the Papiſt: 2! know this muſt be done by divi- 
ding us. if ever there were a Popiſh Miracle, it 
is in this, that ſeeing the IEnife :s ſo near our 
'i hroats, they ſhould be able fo to mfatuate us, 
that inſtead of making. any preparation to prevents 
them,we court all manner of Diviſions F Ammoſities 
amongſt our ſel-1es, and cheriſh every projet of that 
narty that tends to our Rujn,with as much earneneſs 
is if i tenaed to our ſafety. But though this 
*/;;chcraft of theirs hath had a ſtrange power 
6. people withour doors, yet I hope it willne- 
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ver have any operation here to prevent us from 
doing our endeavouts. And therefore ſeeing by 
this diſcovery we find again that all the Plot cen- 
ters in the D. of York, ler us,after we have agreed 
to What the Lords have ſent down, make a De- 
claration to this purpoſe : That the Duke of York's 
being a Papiſt, and the expefation which that Party 
bave of bu coming ſuch to the Crown, hath given the 
greateſt encouragement to the Popiſh Plot in Ireland, 
& wel} as here. 
| Mr. Speaker, | 
'Sir H. C. Sir, as the Iriſh Plot doth agree with 
the Engliſh Plot in ſeveral circumſtances before it 
broke our, ſo afterwards in the proſecution of ir. 
Were not the Witneſles in{aminated and diſcoura- 
ged, or their Evidence conſumed or turn'd into 
Ridicule? and was not the ſame done here? Were 
not ſome of them, to prevent their Evidence,ſhipt 
off, and never heard of more ; and others ſtrange. 
ly tormented ? and doth not that in ſome meaſure 
anſwer with the death of Sir Edmund-bury God- 
frey ? Did not Sir John Daws, and others in great 
Offices there, do all that they could to ſtifle the 
diſcovery of the Plot ? and have not many of our 
Miniſters done the ſame here ? Were there not 
ſtrange endevaours nſed to put off the Tryals of 
ſuch as were accuſed about the Plot, or co quit 
them when they came to a Tryal ? and have not 
the ſame endeavours been uſed here as to the 
Lords in the Tower, and the Tryal of Wakeman, 
and many athers ? and after all theſe Diſcoveries, 
what haye we done, or what are we doing to ſe- 
cure our ſelves againſt this Party ? Truly, Sir, I © 
know not of any thing. But on the other band can 
tel] you, that great things are doing to Carry = 
the 
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the Plot.I ſee that in order to diſcover the-mighty 
power of that Party, two Parliatnents have alrea- 
dy been diffolved without doing any thing againſt 
Popery : and I am afraid, that this will have no 
better ſucceſs. And in the intervals of Parliaments, 
i obſerve, That all beads are at work to perſwade the 
people ont of all the particulars of the Plot, and allows 
rem only a general notion, that the Papiſts would 
bring in their Religion if they could, but withal en- 
deavour to perfwade them that it us impoſſible : That 
ſo they need not be afraid of it; and that the fears 
and jealouſies of Popery are created by ill men, 
that have a deſign upon the Government, or Fa- 
naficks that have a deſign upon the. Church, and 
that all will end in Forty One. lobſerve alſo, that 
the Witneſſes thar have come in to diicoyer the 
Plot, ate more and more detamed and diſcou- 
raged ; and all others in favour of Popery, very 
much chefiſhe : And will not ſuch proceedings 
and ſuch opinions as theſe, if well infuſed into the 
people, be ferviceable to that party, not only by 
dividing thereby the Proteſtant Intereſt, bur by 
ſecuring to themſelves this party [o miſ-led, to give 
them aſſiſtance in the diſguiſe they will aſſame, until 
they have conquer'd any party that may oppoſe 
them, and be able'to ſtand upon their own bot- 
tom ? And may they not go a great way to mif- 
lead a great many credulous perſons, eſpecially 
if Parliaments be kept off, and the Preſs and the 
Pulpit too (though | hope better) ſhould be direffed 
that way? Andas theſe Opinions will givea great 
encouragement and ſtrengchning to that party for 
the carrying on of their Plot, and for all manner 
of new contrivances, ſo will the entertainment 
the Diſcoverers of the laſt Plot have met with, ſe- 
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cure the Papiſts of ever having more Diſcoveries 
made of what they are tranſafting. And will not 
the courſe that is taken of putting into all Othces 
either of truſt or profit, no perſons but ſuch who 
they find will chus be miſ-led either by their Am- 
bition, becauſe they ſee it x the only way to prefer- 
ment z or becauſe they have not underſtanding to 
ſee theſe Deſigns at a diftance, be a great help to 
them alſo? I think, Sir, the carrying on of theſe 
things thus by ſuch great Authority, after the 
diſcovery of ſuch a Plor, and the contrary endea- 
vours of three Parliaments,are great things to en- 
courage the going on of the Plot, after they have 
firſt reduced the ſtate of Popery to the ſame con- 
dition it Was in before the Plot broke out ; that 
ſo it may creep on upon us =egain, as they ſhall 
think may be moſt for their agvantage. And al- 
though I will not undertake to fathom the depth 
of Divine Providence, yet 1 am afraid, if we ſhould 
grow careleſs to ſecure cus feives after ſuch ſu- 
pernatural helps, we may there:n provoke God 
Almighty to be angry with us. And becauſe a- 
mongtt the inventions that are afoot, there is. 
much noiſe made about the I own of Forty One, 
I cannot but obferre, that there is ſomething in 
the Evidence of the 1riþ Plot thar agrees with 
Forty One. Then there was a greet Maſſacre mm Ire- 
land, as nw intended : 1 have [ome reaſon toremems 
ber, with ſorrow and indignation, the miſeries of Fore 
13 One, but I am afraid the diſcourſe of thoſe times, 
i in this conjunttion made uſe of to bring © the like 
mſeries again upon ns, and not in order to prevent 
them ; becauſe | find that thoſe that talk moſt of 
preventing the EfteCt,carry on the Cauſe as much 
as they can; which tome isa contradiction, 1 _ 
') 
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of opinion, that the endeavours that were uſed be- 
fore Forty One, to poſſeſs 1he people againſt Parlia- 
ments, and of the Kings Power to raiſe Money without 


Parliaments, was the preat cauſe of our Miſeries in 


Forty One. And I know no good reaſon why we 
ſhouid nat ſuſpect thoſe who carry on the ſame 
deſigns now(tho with ſome little Variation)ſhould 
not endeavour to bring about ſome Alteration in 
the Government again as well as thoſe, that ſhew 
itin nothing but oppoſing of Popery; tho the great 
power -that party have in repreſenting matters, 
have made it to be dangerous to the State. Bur I 
ſee we are like to have little Aſſiſtance to prevent 
the carrying on of theſe defigns in theſe ſhapes ; 
they muſt have their courſe: I do agree that we 
may do well to add to this Reſolution of the Lords, 
That the Duke's being a Papiſt, and their hopes of his 
coming ſuch to the Crown, hath given the greateſt 
hopes and encouragement to the Pop:ſh Plot in Ireland, 
as wel! as in thy Kingdom. And if the Lords Spiri- 
cual and Temporal ſhonld agree to it, I hope we 
may in time do ſomething againſt Popery : For it 
would be very hard, if after chey have agreed in 
the Cauſe, they ſhouid deny to joyn with us in the 
Remedy. And ſeeing the Biſhops have agreed 
there is a P-p:fh Plot in Trcland, | hope the Clergy 
will bel:c-e there hath been one in England, and 
conſider the daryer of a Popiſh Succeſſor and Popiſh 
King, and Preach and Pray againſt it: And then [ 
ſhall conclude they are in good earneſt againſt 
Popery, and that we ſhould ſoon be able to Van- 
quiſh this common Enemy. And-then I think it 

would be the Intereſt of the Nation to ſettle mat- 

rers relating to the Church, not only ſo as to 
ſtand againſt all Oppoſers, but to be more beauti- 
ful and triumphant than ever. Mr. 
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Mr. Speaker, 

B. H. Sir, Solomon ſaith, There # no n:w thing 
under the Sun; but whoever will but conſider 
what great Endeavours have been uſed to ſtifle 
theſe Plots, and how few to prevent the like for 
the future, or the danger ariſing from them,muſt 
conclude, that the like was never done in ſach a 
caſe before. Al] the Plots center in the Duke: 
What is done with him? He is ſent into Scorland 
to make an intereſt there, that ſo the Government 
of that Kingdom with an Army of 22000 Men 
already ſettled, and what more may be gor, may 
be as ready at his command as the ſtrength of this 
Nation is here. A ſtrange way of weakning an 
Enemy! And doth the Duke's Intereſt go back- 
ward here in his abſence ? No. all thoſe about the 
King are of his placing : And tho we think him in 
Scotland, yer he is here too, as if there were Tran- 
ſubſtantiation in the caſe. I do not underſtand 
how the great noiſe of Forty One that is now made, 
can tend to the ſecuring us againſt Popery ; bur 
the fear of that (which I am ſure I have a great 
deal of reaſon to remember) may ſeveral ways 
be uſed for the bringing in of Popery ; and 1 have 
the more reaſon to fear ſo, becauſe I am informed 
that the Fuſtice of . Peace who hath writ ſo many 
Books to fill the Peoples heads with Notions about For- 
ty One, « 2ow fled, becauſe of Evidence given before 
the Lords, of his being a Papiſt. | wiſh we could do 
ſomething againſt the common Enemy , whoſe 
Power is-{o.great as bids defiance to us ; and then 
I ſhall be ready to contribute my poor Endea- 
vours as earnelily againſt Forty One men, if they 
be nor fo high as the Moon: for I muſt confefs, 
as yet I cannot find them out here below. &nd :f 
the/e 
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theſe Churchmen would but joyn with us in ridding 
zs of Pypery, I wauld alſo joyn in preventing their 
fears of Faxaticks. Sir, I think you have a very 
good Mtn made for a good Addition to the 
Lords Vote,as to the Duke of York”s being the cauſe 
of the Iriſh lot al/o: I pray lect it be added, that fo 
we may ſee whether the B:ſhp; will do any thing 
againſt the De or no; for if they ſhould, happi- 
ly the Gzergy may come in time to conſider the 
danger of a Popiſh Succeſſ»r, and Popiſh Kms, and 
preach and pray againſt tz, as much as againſt 
Fanaticks. If not, and the Doctrine be true which 
I have often heard, that chere is no diſtinction 
between che Duke's Intereit and Popiſh Intereſt, 
I am afraid we are in a bad condition, 


Reſolved, That this Houſe 41th agree with the Lords 
in the [aid Vote, with the add:tion of theſe words, 
That the Duke of York's being a Papiſt, and the 
expettation of ets coming ty the Crown, hath gt- 
wen the greateſt countenance and encouragement 
thereto, as well as to the horrid Popiſh Plot in this 


Kingdom of England. 


A Motion being made and ſeconded, for 
the impeach:ng of the Earl of Tyrone. 


Reſolved, That Rich. Poure, Earl of Tyrone, in 
the Kingdom of ireland, be impeached of High- 
Treaſon. 

Ordered, That the Lord Durſlygoup to the Bar of 
the Lords, and impeach him of High-Treaſon 
in the name of this Houſe, and of all the Com- 
mons of Eng/aud, and do pray that he may be 
committed to ate cuſtody, 

January 
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January 7. 1681. 
His Majeſty's Meſſaze, ſent on Tueſday laſt, 


was read 


His. Majefly's Gracious Meſlage to the 
Commons 1n Parlament, Tas, 4. 1647. 


CHARLESR. 
') Majeſty receiv'd the A, dar eſs of this Houfe 
- with all the dif; pofivion tf they could wiſh, to com- 
ply with Toear eames 2 Defy es; but #pon peruſing 
it, He us ſorry to ſee Their Th, #1294 's (o woolly fix*d 
up! n the Bill of Exclufi n, 4s 10 determine that ail 
other Remeates for the ſuppreſſin PL of Pope ery will be 


meffeftual : Hs Majeſty is conf, ! in his Opinion 
againſt that Bill by the Jakes 1133: Sos Hau'e of 
Lords, who rejecred it, He to:reſire thinks there 
remains nothing mare for Him to (ay in an/w?r 10 


/ 


the Addreſs of thas Houle, but rorecemmend to Them 
the Conſiderat to of all other Means for LE Preſer- 
vation of the Pro reftant Rel:gion, jn which Toey bave 
710 reaſon to doubt of His CONCUTTONCE, 2 whenever tbey 
(ball be preſented to him in a Par! nenenrery Way ; 4 
And that They would Conſider the preſent State of 
the Kingdom, as well as the Condition of Chriſten- 
dom, m* ſuch a manner as may enable Him to pre- 
ſerve Tangier, and ſecure His Alliances abrond, 
and the Peace and Settlement at home. 


Mr. Speaker. 
H. B. Sir, his Majeſty is pleaſed to ſay in bis 
Met- 
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Meſſage, That he is confirm'd in his Opinion a 
gainſt the Exclafion-bill, by the Judgment of the 
Houſe of Lords;and that he is ſorry toſee that this 
Houſe hath ſuch an opinion of ic, as to conclude 
all other ways and means inſufficient. He is alſo 
pleaſed to ſay,that we have noreaſon to doubt his 
Concurrence gn any other means that ſhall rend 
to the preſervation of the Proteſtant Religion, 
when preſented him in a Parliamentary Way ; 
Which I do not doubt but he will comply with, 
whenever he ſhall be pleaſed to followthe Dictares 
of his own Judgment. But ſo Jong as there are ſo 
many perſons about him, who have publickly de- 
clared for the Duke's Intereſt, we have good reaſon 
to doubt, that we ſhall hardly obtain any thing for. 
the ſecurity of the Proteſtant Religion. We well 
know how many in the Houſe of Lords came to 
their Honours,and by whoſe Intereſt; and it1s not 
ſtrange, that thoſe char are asServants,ſhou'd obey 
their Maſter; but it is ſtrange,that thoſe who have 
prevailed with the King to reject this Bill, if Pro- 
reſtants,ſhould be ſo unconcern'd in the welfare of 
the Proteſtant Religion,as not to offer what Exped:- 
ents they have to ſecure it any other way ; ef pecially 
ſeeing the laſt Parliament as well as this, found it 
a Task too.hard for them. *ut to rejett the Bill 
which we propoſe, and to ofter no other to ſerve 

inſtead thereof, rhough they bave had rwo years 
itme for cnnſideration, is to me a plain demon- 
{tration,thar nothing muft be had ag-1nſt Popery. 
TT hac cheſfe difhculties ſhonid be pur npn1n us, and 
our Dangers thus prolonged in favour of the Duke, 
afrer ſuch full Evidence tnar rhe 157 centers 
all in him, and that che or:ginal oi our Miferies 1s 


from him, when the immediate fatety of che King 
7 and 
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and our Lives and Religion is cohcern'd on the o- 
ther hand ; 'is a'plain diſcovery of che great Power 
of the Popiſh Intereſt, and of the low ebb of the 
Proteſtants; and that it is impoſſible that any thing 
can be granted us in favour of the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion,as long as thoſe thar are ſo much for the Dukes 
intereſt, are abont the King. And therefore ſeeing 
we are not like to do any thing by Bil, that thoſe 
that ſent us here may ſee we have done what we 
can, let ns tnake ſuch Yutes as may be tferviceable 
to our Country, wiz. i. That the Kings Perſon nor 
Proteſtant Religion,cannot be (ecured any way, without 
tbe Excluſion-Bill. | 2. That ve can give no AMoney, 
without endangering the Kings Perjon and Proteſtant 
Religion, until we bave that Rill. And, 3. That being 
ſupplies for all publick Money ought to come from this 
Houſe, there being no other ay to [upply the King with 
the love of bis People as well as with Money, let us paſs 
a Vote to prevent Antic:/pations on the Revenue, and 0- 
ther Supplies. Arid becauſe | believe things arecome 
to a poinf, and thar thers are them that have ad- 
viſed the Diffolution of this Pacliamenc, and the 
Nation can never be happy as long as we bavefach 
Councellors, . let us, while we may, paſs olr Cen- 
ſures on ſuch Perſons: for only God knows when 
we ſhall be petmitted to Sit here again. 
Mr. Speaker, | 
R; M. vir, the truth is, we committed a great 
Error in the beginning of this Sefſiun ; when we 
went abour to look inco the Popiſh Plot, we went 
into the Tower, whereas we ſhould have gone to 
the Court ; for it is plain, thac rhe Dike's Friends 
Which are 7herz, do (till eatry on the riot againft 
the Proteſtant Religion, as tiuch as ever the Lord 
Bellaſis, Pobits of any of thiofe Lofds in the Tower 
p aid. 
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did And we may reaſonably conclude by the lic- 
tle ſucceſs we have had againſt opery this Seſſion, 
that until we can remove that Intereſt from about 
the K:ng, we take pains. to no, purpole. 

Mr. Speaker, ; 

Sir H.C. Sir, Iam ready to agree in thoſe Votes 
that were moved; For it appears plain to me, that 
we are not like to have any Laws againſt Popery ; 
for the truth is, the Popiſh intereſt is too ſtrong for 
us. If there were any intent that we ſhould have 
the Proteſtant Religion ſecured any other way, it 
5 ſtrange that thoſe who adviſe the King to oppoſe our 
way, ſhould net at the ſame time prevail with him to 
propoſe his. I am afraid that this Advice proceeds 
from thoſe that think the King nor Kingdom is not 
In 4anger of Popery,becauſeithey are of opinion,that 
Popery cannot hurt the King not Kingdom , for 0- 
therwiſe they might plainly ſee it is like to have a 
Conteſt with us; and that it would be convenient it 
ſhould be prevented, and be induced thereby to of- 
fer ſome Expedient,if there be any. And as we may 
conclude our ſelves an unhappy People upon theſe 
accounts, fo alſo in that the Houſe of Lords, after 


they had ſpent ſo muchtime abour Expedients,and: . - 
found them inſufficient, that they ſhould afterwards, 
reject this Bill, without any further care how to 
preſerve the Proteſtant Religion ; at leaſt, not by - 


ſengihg any thing to this Houſe, tho we have heard 


from them of Mr. Seymor's Articles , and ſome tri-, 
vial matters. And alfo in that ſome worthy Mem- 


bers, Who have the honour to ſerve in great places 
about his Majeſty, and have oppoſed this Bill, ſee- 
ing this Houſe in this great 'D:/emma, ſhould nor 
c fer to do the Nation and this Houſe that kindneſs 


as to oppoſe them. If there be any ſuch worthy 
Member 
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Member that have any ſuch Expedient, I hope he 
will ſtand up, and then I will preſently fer down. 


Afeer a little Pauſe, and no Body offering to tand up, 


The truth is, Sir, every day doth more and more 
diſcover our danger, and demonſtrate, that this of 
Expedients is put upon vs, in hopes that we ſhould 
have offered ac ſome Bill, of which, advantage 
might be taken to repreſent us as Perſons not well- 
affeted to the Government ; that ſo, if poſſible, 
even the People, as well as the King, might be 
brought out of love with Parliaments, I do re- 
member, that after the great Endeavours which 
ſome Miniſters of State have uſed to bribe the late 
Long Parliament, and had come ſo near a perfeCti- 
ON, as that the Nation was in a manner ſaved but 
by two or three Votes, their Diſſolution was much 
admiredat; and it was moſt mens buſineſs to caſt 
about to find out the reaſon of it: Amongſt other 
things, it was concluded, That if the Popiſh intereſt 
had any band in it (as believed) that it was out 
of hopes,that they ſhould thereby have opportunity 
to make the King our of love with all Parliaments, 


and fo occafjon ſome difference between him and 


his People. The little ſucceſs which the laſt Par- 
liament had , the improbability of this, and the 
Stumbling-blocks that are laid for the next, make 
me afraid, that the Long Parliament was dillolved 
for this reaſon: I have heard that the 7eſuirs have 
at this time a great ſtroke in the management of 
all the Affairs of Europe, and thatir is by their ad- 
vice and aſliſtance, that the King of France goeth 
on. ſo triumphantly, becauſe they deſign to make 
tim Univerſal Monarch, and that inorder thereto, 
R 2 are 
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are true to him, tho falſe to all the World beſides. 
How far we have contributed already to the King 
of France his Greatneſs, and how this breaking off 
Parliaments, and keeping this Nation in this un- 
ſettied Condition, may conduce to his taking of 
Flanders and Holland , and his other deſigns, all 
here may judg: And how it agrees with the Re- 
port of the Feſuits having the management of all 
the Afﬀairs of Europe: And how this can be pre- 
vented without the Exciuſion-Bill, is a Paradox to 
me, Forl doſtifl conclude, that fo long as there 
Is a Popiſh Succeſſor , there will be a Popiſh Intereſt, 
and thar as long as there is a Popiſh Intereſ# and 
Fears of a Popiſh King, the Nation will be divided, 
and there will be conſtant Fears and Jealoufies not 
only here at home, but with our Allies abroad ; 
which will fruſtrate all Endeavours to oppoſe the 
French deſigns, becauſe there can be no confidence 
between the King and his People. And this makes 
me conclude, we are under great Difhculties ; if 
we give Money, we have reaſon to fear it may be 
employed to our Neſtruftion; if we donot,if Flan- 
ders or Holland ſhould be loſt, great endeavours 
will be uſed to lay it at our doors, tho we have 
given ſich hearty Aſſurances to'his Majeſty of our 
readineſs to ſupply him with Money for the ſupport 
of it.. And how we ſhonld extricate our felves out 
of theſe Difficulties, I know nor. 

or, | have troubled you the longer, and with the 
more earneſtnets, becauſe I am doubtful whether 
I may ever have another opportunity co ſpeak in 
this place. Things are fo out of Order, and ſuch 
prevalent Endeavours are uſed to unſertle them 
more, that 1 am afraid, not only of our Religion, 


but of the yery Goyernment and being of the Eng- 
hih 
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- liſh Nation : For if theſe things ſhould occaſion 
| blood, while the Frexch is ſo powerful, he may 


eaſily have the caſting voice 3 and without thar, 
only God knows what may be the end of ſuch 
confuſions as ſome men endeavqur to occaſion. 
All projects of ſetling the affairs of this Nation 
withour Parliaments have hitherto praved unſuc- 
ceſsful, and been attended with ill conſequences; 
I have a_ great deal of reaſon to 'be ſen[ible of rhe 
miſeries of 4.1. and therefore am ſorry to ſee ſuch diſ- 
ſolutions of Parliaments without ſucceſs. 1am a- 
fraid there are ProjeFors again afoot that are for 
altering the Government, as to the uſe of Parlia- 
ments: Ijudg fo by their proceedings, becauſe I 
am of opinion, that Popery mutt deſtroy the uſe of 
Parliaments, before it can be ſztled in this Nation. 
Seeing we are not like to have any Adts paſs this 
Seſfion that may do the Nation any good, I think 
you have been well moved to do what ſervice you 
can by your Votes: 

| Mr. Speaker, 

L. H. Sir, itis not only very ſtrange, bnt, if 1 
be not miſtaken, contrary to the cſtom of Par'iza- 
ments, that after the Lords have paſt a Negative 
upon a Bill,that we ſhould ſtill preſs for it,and de- 
clare our ſelves reſolved not to be ſatisfied with- 
outic, though it be well known that the King doth 
allo intend to paſs his Negative upon it; and that 
it cannot be had this Seſſion, unleſs his Majeſty be 
pleaſed to prorogue the Houſe of purpoſe to give 
an opportunity to goon With it again, which 1s 
very unlikely, if the contents of his Speeches and 
Metlages be conſidered, ſeeing the Lords have 
confirmed him in his opinion of it. And there- 
fare I ſhould think it were much better to follow 
R 3 his 


[ 246 ] 


bisMajeſties direCtions in hisMeſlage,and try ſome 
other way, which would be a great confirmation 
of our readineſs to obey his Majeſty, in following 
his advice, which, 1 believe, is the beſt way to pre- 
vent any further diſagreement, that ſo'this Parlia- 
ment may have a happy concluſion. 

r. Speaker, 

LJd. C. Sir, I am fully perſwaded, that we can- 
not be ſecure neither of our Religion nor Peace 
and Quiethnefs, without this Bi//; yer ſeeing we 
are not like ro have it at this time, 1 am for going 
on with thoſe other Bills that are afoot, thac we 
may try if we can get them. Seeing we cannot 
do all the good we would, let us endeavour to do 
all the good we can. Bur | am ready to agree in 
the Vote that was propoſed, That it is the opini- 
on of this Houſe, that neither the Kings perſon 
nor Proteſtant Religion can be ſecured any other 
way; provided it be not intended to bind the Honſe 
from trying what may be done by other Laws, 
leſt advantage ſhould be taken thereof to break 
this Parliament, which I tremble to think of, be- 
cauſe it will be attended with a great ruin to our 
affairs both abroad and at home. 

Mr. Speaker, 

Sir R. M. Sir, being the houſe is inclinable to 
hear of Expedients, | will crave leave to offer you 
one. Incaſe the Duke ſhould outlive the King, I 
| think if by an A of Parliament the Prince of 
Orange were appointed to adminiſter the Govern- 
ment jointly with him, with ſuch powers and 
imitations as might be thought convenient upon 
a ſerious Debate, it might give great ſfatisfa- 
Qion, and provably ſecure che Proteſtant Relt- 
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Hr. Speaker, - 

Sir W. 7. Sir, you have had ſeveral Propofitions 
made you, and the way to come to ſome ſpeedy 
reſolution, is not to debate too-many together, 
but to keep cloſe to that to which moſt have ſpo- 
ken ; which, if 1 be not miſtaken, -is that which 
relates to the Duke's Bill, which-ſome have oppo- 
ſed, becauſe ol the difficulties ariſing from the Bl, 
and would rather have you go into a Committee 
and treat of Expedients. But I think it below 
the gravity of the Houſe to be put out of their 
method, unleſs ſome Expedients were propoſed. 
Bnet notwithſtanding all the provocations that 
have been given, we cannot hear of any Exyedi- 
ents, only one which hardly deſerves any further 


. conſideration in a' Committee ; becauſe Crowned 


Head: nor Lovers,do not willingly allow of Rivals, 
but will be uneafie until they be rid of them. And [ 
am afraid al other Expedients will be liable to as 
ſtrong ObjeQions 7, and that: therefore it is that 
they are not propoſed, though they have been fo 
often diſcourſed of If any perſon would cftter 
any that had any appearance of giving ſatirfation, 
I ſhould be ready to give my voice for going into 
a Committee to debate them. But I know not 
why the Houſe ſhould loſe that time, without ſome 
Expedient be firſt offered. If there could be any 
Expedient found out which were likely really,and effe- 
fually to prejudice the Duke's Intereſt, why ſhould not 
the ſame Argument ariſe againſt them as againſt the 
Exclufion-Bill ? Why would not any ſach Bill 
be alſo againſt natural Juſtice, the Oath of Alle- 
piance, a ſevere Condemnation, and not good 
in Law, but liable to occaſion a civil War 2 For | 
am apt to think this great conteſt 1s not all a- 
R 4 bout 
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bout an empty Name ; and if not; then the ſame 
Arguments will hold againſt .any..other Bill that 
will be ſufficient to keep bim from the Govern- 
ment ; if ſome ſach- Bill or Bi{{s could be contri- 
ved, as againſt the Bill, of Excluſion ; But the 
trath is, there can be no other Bill that can ſerve 
us in this caſe, becauſe all other B://s will leave us 
in'that miſerable condition of :oppoſong our lawful 
King, and all oppofition in ſuch a caſe would be li- 
able'to be conftrued a Rebelliow. All other Bills in 
this caſe would be no more for the ſegurity of our 
Religion,than agreat many Leaſes,Releaſes,and.o- 
ther Writings, are in many caſes of Eſtates, with- 
out Fines and Recoveries. However, I am againſt 
the Vote that was propoſed, That the Duke's being 
a Papiſt hath rendred-bim uncapable of theCrown; for 
that were to take onus @ Legiſlative power ; but let 
your QLueſtion be, that it is the opinigu of this Houſe, 
that the Kings Perſon, nor Proteſtant Religion, can- 
nat he ſecure without that Bill. That fo the proceed- 
ings of the Houſe may be juſtified in demandſhg 
that Bil] hereafter, though we ſhould in the mean 
time go on with any other Bills. 
Mr. Speaker, 

D. F. Sir, | ſhall not trouble you with any Ar- 
gament, whether the Proteſtant Religion can be 
preſerved under a Popiſh King;or whether an A# 
of Excluſion Will be a good Act or no, or whether 
the Excluſion-bill alone, if it ſhould 'be granted, 
would be ſufficient,or what others we ſhould need; 
but the Queſtion is at preſent, Whether, ſee- 
ing we cannot have this Bil], we ſhall not aim at 
ſomething elſe, that fo, if poſſible, we may pre- 
vent the breaking up of this Parliament, without 
any cftect, as to the great things they were ſum- 
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moned for, on which I cannot refleft without be- 

ing much concerned ; and I am afraid, that it 

will be the conſequence of perſiſting for this B/. 

I cannot be perſwaded, notwithſtanding all that 

hath been ſaid, but that there are other Bills that 

may attain our end, or at leaſt do us ſome good. 

And we have no certain demonſtration that this 
Bill, if we ſhould obtain it, will infallibly do what 

is deſired.. The Afts made in Queen Elizabeth's. 
days, did not ſuppreſs that party totally : though 
the Queen of Scots was cut off, yet that intereſt 
continued, and even to this day remains, and ſo. 
it may probably though we ſhould get this Bill ; 
and therefore why ſhould we ſtand ſo much in our 
own light, as not to take what we can get. The 
Bill of Baniſhment may be of great uſe, and ſome 
Bills to limit the power of ſuck a Prince, by put- 
ting the power into Parliaments and Privy-coun- 
cellors; why ſhould we loſe all by being ſo eager 
for that we are never like to get ? And therefore, 
Phumbly conceive we may do better to go on 
with ſuch other Bills as may be thought conveni- 

ent, and not ftruggle nor perſiſt for the obtaining 
of this, 

Mr. Speaker, | 
7. B. Sir, | am not for adventuring my life up- 

on Rhetorick, Which is all 1 can find there is in the 
diſcourſes that are made for Expedients. We all 
know, - that a little thing altered the Government 
in France, and reduced the people of that King- 

dom <oSlavery : Pray let us have a care that, for 
want of a little ſhoxt At, we be not reduced ta 

Slavery and Popery too. Will not all the Expe- 

dients that have been talked of, or can be imagi- 

ned, leave usto conteſt With our /awfyl Prince 3 and 

that 
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that aſſiſtance which he is well aſſured of, not 
only from the Papiſts here, but in Ireland, and 
from France, and Scotland, lam afraid enough to 
make it a meaſuring caſt. And is the Proteſtant 
Intereſt ſo low, that tho our dangers be ſo grear, 
that inſtead of. a Sword to defend our ſelves, we 
muſt be content with a Sheath? 1am not for cheat- 
ing thoſe that ſent me here. I think it much more 
for the Intereſt of the Nation, that we ſhould have 
no Laws, than ſuch as will but zrepan us, by fail. 
ing vs like rotren Crutches when we have occa- 
fion to depend on them. I had rather loſe my 
Life and my Religion, becauſe I were not able to 


defend it, than be fool'd out of it by depending on 


ſuch Laws. I take it for granted, that ſeeing the 
Excluſfion-Bill is thought roo much for us, and 
ſuch great endeavours are ufed to preſerve-the 
ſtrength and intereſt of that Party, that we muſt 
either ſubmit,or defend our Religion by a ſharp conteſt, 
and therefore I hope we ſhall not depend on Laws 


that will tend to weaken us. I am confident, that 


if ſome Miniſters of State did not ſtand as Clouds 
between theKing and us, we ſhould have redreſs. 
For how can it conſiſt with his goodneſs or .Corona- 
r:0n-Oath, that for the intereſt of ove man, the Bo- 
dies and Souls of the reſt of his Subjects ſhould be 
in ſuch danger of periſhing, as they are 1n caſe of 
his Death, if a Popiſh King ſhouJd ſucceed, and 
ſuch Popiſh Councellors, Fudges , Fuſftices, and Bi- 

ops tOO, as we had in Queen Mary's days ? For 
it cannot be doubted, bnt that thoſe that will 
be ſo Loyal as to bring him in, will be ſo Loyal, as it 
will be called, ro obey him in all things which may be 
for hu tmmtereff, And the ſame Argument which 


Queen Mary uſed ,' will ſupply the defect of all 
Laws, 
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Laws, That the Execution of all Eccleſiaſtical Laws :* 
way be ſuſpended by force, but could never be repealed 
by the power of Parliaments ; and therefore com- 
manded, that notwithſtanding all Laws to the con- 
trary, they ſhould be executed as in the beginning 
of her Father's Reign. The great endeavours that 
are uſed to ridicule the Plot, arraign Parliaments, 
and divide the Proteſtant Intereſt, is a full confir- 
mation to me, that the Plot goeth on as much as 
ever. And how can it be otherways , unleſs we 
can get the King of our ſide, that ſo he may be more 
for as than be « for the Duke, without which, it is 
impoſlible- chat the Proteſtant Intereft can ſtand 
long ? In order to do ſomething, I am ready to 
agree in the Votes that have been made. 
Mr. Speaker, 

G.V. Sir, it is clear to me, that all Expedients 
without this Bill, cannot fignify any thing for our 
defence againſt Popery. All our difficulty will be, 
co ſatisfy his Majeſty , that nothing elſe can fave 
his people from the Popiſh Bondage. And if we 
could do that, I do nog doubt bur he will rather 
paſs the Bil, than let Three Nations periſh. The 
King doth now rely on the judgment of the Lords 
in the matter, yet happily will find upon an In- 
formation, that he hath no good ground lo to do. 
For, I believe, if he would a5k the Lords why they 
were of that opinion, many of them would tell bins, 
becauſe he was of that opinion, and becauſe they were 
awed by hw preſence. And ſeeing the Lords are 
changed from the time of the throwing out of that 
Bill, from 33 to 55 3 ſo they may probably change 
more againſt the Bil] comes to them again. And[ 
am confident will do ſo when they have conſulred 
their Intereſt, and haye found that all other ways 
| to 


[252 ] 
to ſecure the Proteſtant Religion, are cither im+ 
poſlible or impraCticable. Ar leaft, I am confident 
they will not throw it out again, without a Con- 
ference. And it is my opinion, there wants nothing 
but a Conference to have an agreement With the 
Lords ; in the mean time, that they may have oC- 
caſion to conſider better of it , let us by a Vote 
declare our reſolution to ſtick to the Bill. 
Mr. Speaker, | 

Sir I. P. Sir, by the Debate which you have 
had about Expedients, it plainly appears, that the 
Popiſh Intereſt is ſo well fixt, that we are not like 
to obtain any thing againſt it, that will do us any 
good. And it is not ſtrange, that it ſhould meet 
with great oppoſition. For we may reaſonably con- 
clude, that thoſe who had the power to inſtill thoſe 
principles into-the Royal Family, have not been 
negligent to improve their Intereſt, to ſecure thoſe 
advantages they have long hop'd for, and expe- 
Cted, from ſuch a Profclice. And therefore thoſe 
Arguments which ſome worthy Members have u- 
ſed, as tothe improbabiliry that ever a Popiſh King 
ſhould attempt tochange our Religion, as not con- 
fiſting with his Intereſt, are to me very prepolte- 
rops, and a great demonſtration of the influence 
of that party, in being able ro broach ſuch Opini- 
ons as are ſo uſeful to bring in that Religion. For 
my part, | am of a different judgment, and do be- 
lieve,that a Popiſh Head on a Proteſtant Body,would 
be ſuch a Monſter in nature, as would neither be fit 
co preſerve, or be preſerved; and that therefore it 
would as naturally follow, as night follows day , 
that either the Head would change the Body , or the 
Bod) the Head. Have we not already had ſufficient 


experience,What a miſerable thing it is for a King 
| | to 
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to be jealous of his people, or the people of their 
Prince. Can it be imagined that there can be a 
Poyiſh King \n this Nation, without oCCalioning a 
conftant noiſe of Plots and Popery, and that ſuch 
reports grounded on the Kmg's inclinations, will 
not occaſion ſuch a fermentation in the people, as 
will end in miſery? Or if it ſhould prove otherways, 
that by ſuch arts as may probably then be ſet on 
foot, the people ſhould be lolled into a ſecurity? 
Can we think that the Papiſts who bawve been ſo many 
apes at work for the opportunity, ſhould not take ad: 
vantage of thay ſecurity to fetter us with their Popiſh 
Bondage? We may as well think that chey will all 
then turn Proteſtants, or be true to the Proteſtane 
Intereſt.NoSir,their greac defign of having a Popiſh + 
Succeſſor,was in order to bring inPopery, And we may 
conclude, they will heartily and earneſtly purſue 
it, when ever they ſhall have a Popiſh King. And 
therefore I think it will never become the prudence 
of this Houſe to deſiſt from endeavouring to per 
the Exclufron Bil}, which is the only remedy thar 
can be in this caſe, that we may have a right to 
defend our ſelves and our Religion againſt a Popiſh/ 
Succeſſor, without which this Nation will be in time 
ruin'd. And therefore I humbly move you, thar 
we paſs thoſe Votes that have been propoſed. 


Mr: Speaker, 

Sir F.. Sir, | have conſidered this Meſſage with 
that duty and reſpect | ovght;it doth fo agree with 
all others which His Majeſty has been pleaſed ro 
ſend to this Parliament , that I do believe that all 
proceed from the fame Council, and that our en- 
deavours to prevail with his Majeſty in that parti- 
cular of changing Councils, bath hitherto had no 
elect. 
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effect. The King is pleaſed to ſay, that he is con- 
firmed in his opinion as to the Bill by che Houſe of 
Lords having rejected it ; I admire how the King 
ſhould know it in a Parliamentary way ſo as to in- 
rimate ſo much to this Houſe. Probably be might 
be preſent,as be hath generally been,ever fince my 
Lord Clifford had ſo great a ſhare in the manage- 
ment of the affairs of this Kingdom. And how 
things have gone there ſince, we all know. Ido 
not doubt but his Majeſty takes that unparralleld 
trouble of attending there daily, chiefly for the 
good of the ProteſtantReligion ; but I cannot but 
obſerve that it hath bad little ſucceſs. For things 
bowever have gone with ſo much difficulty againſt the 
- Popiſh party,that it may be a queſt ion whether bis Roy= 

al +4 wil or the influence of a Popiſh Succeſſor were 
Frongeff. The Bill for Papiſts raking che Teſt, 
though accompanied with a great ſum of Money, 
paſt with much difficulry,and fo that for excluding 
the Lords, and not without an exception as to his 

Royal Highneſs: And therefore we have no great 
reaſon to admire that this about the ſucceſſion 
fhould be thrown out : And how can we expect it 
ſhould be otherwiſe, as long as ſo many which ſet 
there, are in the poſteſſion of great places by the 
Duke's means, and ſo many others which would 
come into great places, but cannot be had but by 
his means ? And how all this together makes an 
Intereſt, may eaſily be imagined, Sir, I do'not 
mention theſe things without regret; for I know 
my diſtance, and have a great veneration for the 
Nobility of this Land ; and I know the Lords have 
their freedom of Voting, and that there are many 
licin the Lords Houſe, who have all che qualifica- 


tions necellary for that great Station, But to ſee 
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a Bill of this importance treated ſo contrary tothe 
uſual courſe of Parliaments, itis neceflary that we 
ſhould a little conſider what may be the cauſe, in 
order to regulate our proceedings for future: For 
if nothing muſt goin thac Houſe againſt the Duke, 
I think the Preteſtant Religionis like to have little 
ſecurity from Acts. If the Duke had ever conſul- 
ted the Books writ by his Grandfather or Father,or 
their Declarations in matters of Religion, he would 
never have brought theſe difficulties upon his King 
and Country. It is ſtrange he ſhould aim to ger 
Heaven,by proceedings ſo contrary to what his Fa- 
ther atteſted with his blood. Bur chough he have 
neglected to conſult his intereſt, hope we ſhall nor 
neglect coconſulr ours in purſuing this Bil, ſeeing 
there is no other Remedy : Though I am afraid -ic 
is a great work,and may break many Parliaments, 
becauſe it is ſo like to deſtroy all the Papiſts hopes 
of eftabliſhing their Religion. However, I will 
not fear but God granting the King life, ic may be 
obtained at laſt ; unleſs the projeft now afoot, of 
repreſenting P arliaments as dangerous and uſeleſs, 
ſhauld prevent the meeting of any more:For even the 
old band of Penſioners could ſlip their Collars, when 
Pepery came bare-faced before them. It is not to be 
admired, that ſeeing the Jeſuits have been a hun- 
dred years at work to-rivet their intereſt, by get- 
ting a Prince of their Religion, they ſhould ſtrug- 
ple hard to preſerve ir,that ſo they may have thoſe 
bleſſed effetts they expect from ic, which the SuC- 
ceſfion bill only can prevent. Bur it is ſtrange, 
that after ſuch diſcoveries of the Plot here, and in 
Ireland,and the certainty of our irrecoverable dan- 
ger upon the Rings death, that ſo many Proteſtants 
thould be deluded by that party,and rather be led 
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by artificial falſhoods to their own deſtruion,than 
by naked truth to joyn in that which .only can 
fave them. For Proteſtants to ridi*ule the Plot, 
and diſparage the Witneſſes,though their Evidence 
is fo confirm'd, that a man may as well believe 
that Bread may be made Fleſh by Tranſubſtantia- 
tion,as that the danger of our Religion is not true ; 
is as ſtrange,as to believe,that let the Papiſts carry 
on what Plots they will for future, there will be e- 
vermore any Diſcoveries made;But if chere ſhould, 
I am ſure the Witnefſes will deſerve the cenfure of 
being mad ( as was paſt on him chat owned the 
burning of London ) conſidering how thoſe have 
been rewarded. It is plain co me,that as the King 
was under great difficulties ariſing from the Soflt- 
Eitations and Advices of private Cabals, when he 
put ont his Declaration in April 1679. that ſo he 
is now, and that will riever be otherwite, un- 
til he take np the ſame reſolution again of foflow- 
ing the advice of his Privy-Council, and great 
Council the Parliament : TH when, TexpeR no 
alteration in our affairs. The Kmp being a Prote- 
ftant, muſt be for the Proteftane incereſt; the Dake 
being a Papiſt, as much for the Pap; intereſt. 
How can it be imagined, thar there can be any U- 
nion in our Councils, as long as the intereſt ofthe 
Councellors are fo oppoſite ? or that any thing 
ſhould paſs in favour of the Proteſtant Reltgion,as 
long as the major part are for the Duke's intereft ? 
Sach a contradiction hath for many years tad 
ſtrange eftetts already,and muſt have worſe, untit 
all the Kings Council be ſuch as ear be free rojoyn 
in ſetling the affairs of the Nation upon the old: 
Proteſtant foundation ; which will never be, until 
we have this Exclufion-bill. And therefore | think 
you 
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vn are wellmoved to ſignifie fo much by a Vote. 
And 1 am glad to ſee ſo many Lords Sons joyn 
therein : for I hope it may be a means to ger a 
fair underſtanding with the Houſe of Lords either 
now or hereafcer. 
Mr. Speaker, 

- Sir L, 7. Sir, Ihave hearkned with great atten- 
tion to the Debates you have had about this mat- 
ter; and it is plain.to me, that there can be no- 
ſuch thing as Demonſtration in this caſe, becauſe 
this Excluſion-ACt, if obtained, may be liable to 
many ObjeCtions, *and probably not ſecure us. 
Why then ſhould we be ſo bent upon ir, ſeeing the 
great difficulties of obtaining it are ſo viſible ? 
For my part, 1 thinkif it ſhould paſs, it would be 
void of it ſelf, and be of no force at all: for which 
reaſon, and becauſe we are not like to get it, itis_ 
ſtrange to-me that no Arguments will prevail. to 
aim at ſome other thing, that ſo we may get ſome- 
thing 3 which muſt be better than to have this Par- 
liament be broken for'want of our taking what we - 
may ger. For ſuppoſing the worſt, that we ſhould 


not get 'any thing that ſhould be futhcient to pre= 


vent the Duke's coming to the Crown, yet we 
may get ſuch Laws as may be ſufficient to ſecure 
our Religion, though he ſhould come ro it. And 
would it not be much better to ſpend our time in 
making Laws which may tend to that purpoſe, 
which we have reaſon to belieye will be granted, 
than co ſpend our time in purſuing that we are not 
like to get? Some good Laws added to what we 
have, and the number of people which we have in 
this Nation, Proteſtants, would in my opinion be 
an impregnable fence againſt Popery. And it is no 
luch itrange thing to haye a Prince of one Religion, 
S "and 
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and People of another. The late Duke of Hanover 
was a Papiſt, yet lived in peace with his People, 
though Lutherans: The King of France, notwith- 
ſtanding his Greatneſs, permits a great proportion 
of his people to be Hugonots, and lives in peace 
with them. And ſeeing there 4s a great probabi- 
lity that we may do ſo too, and that we may have 
what-Laws we will to ſecure our Rehgion to us in 
ſuch a caſe, why ſhould we engage our ſelves far- 
ther for the getting of an Alt which the King and 
Lords have both declared againſt, and will never 
be conſentedto by the King, as we may reaſonably 
believe, becauſe he hath often declared, that he 
thinks it an unlawful Act, and that it is againft his 
Conſcience. | 
Mr. Speaker, 

S. 7: Sir, the graat Character this Honourable 
Member bears, the great Employments he hath 
been in under his Majeſty abroad, as well as his 
Edpcatian in the Laws of this Nation, do juſtly 
challenge that'what he ſaith ſhould be well weigh- 
edand conſidered before any man ſhould offer 'to 
contradict it. He is pleaſed to ſay, that this AQ 
would be unlawful-and invalid, if it ſhould be ob- 
rained : And therefore, becauſe we are not like to 
obtain it, and becauſe the Duke of Hanover, tho? 
a Papiſt, lived in peace with Lutherans, and the 
King of France-with Hugonots, thatwe had better 
ſpend our time in contriving Lawsfor the ſecurity 
of our Religion, if a Papiſt ſhould come to the 
Crown, which we may get 3 and not in contri- 
ving Laws to keep him from the Crown, which we 
are not like to have. If this be not in plain Eng- 
If the ſenſe of his Diſcourſe, I am willing to be 


Corrected. But, Sir, if it be, 1 do admire upon 
what 
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 whatfqundation the firſt Argumentsis grounded ; 
I mean, thoſe,relating tothe unlawfulne(s and in- 
yalidity of the Excluſion-bill. Was there ever any 
' Government in this World, that had nor an unli- 
{micted Power lodg'd ſomewhere? or can it be 
tpoſſible that any Government ſhould ſtand, with- 
o2utſuch a Power? And why ſuch a Power ſhould 
420t be allowed here, which is fo eſſential for the 
tupporc of the Government, I think can only be 
2n order ( if 1 may ſay it withoyr refleftion) to 
kiave this Government fall ; and 1 am afraid even 
2 t this time, by<his very buſineſs we are now de- 
bating. For it muſt be the conſequence of deny- 
x.1g that:the Legiſlative Power of the Nation, King, 
Lords, and Commons, ar? not able tro niake Laws 
tc» prevent it. But as this Opinion is ſtrange, fo 
31e the Politicks drawnfrom.the Duke of Hanover, 
atid King of Frgnce, to induce us to be willing to 
have a Popiſh King come to reign over us; when 
neither of the ſaid Examples came home. to our 
caſe: but if they ſhould, why muſt we be ſo willing 
to have a Popiſh King come to govern us, as thar 
we ſhould be rather led by Examples fetch'd fo far 
from, abroad, than by the miſerable Examples we 
bad herein Queen Mary's days; and by the unde- 
niable Arguments and Reaſons that have been of- 
fered to make ont, that a Popyſh King will endea- 
your to bring in a Popiſh Religion ? And notwith- 
ſtanding the Example brought from France, 1 am 
afraid the French King is bound to aſliſt the Duke's 
Iotereſt therein ; or otherwiſe it may be [aid of ws, 
what the Devil conld not ſay of Job, Toat we hawe 
ſerv'd bim for nought, contrary to the true Intereſ# of 
England, theſe many years. But by theſe Argu- 
ments, and all the King's Speeches and Meſlages, [ 
S 3 plainly 
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plainly ſee, that this Honourable Member is in the 
right in one thing ; That we ſtruggle in vain to 
get any Act that ſhall ſignifie any thing to prevent 
the Duke's coming to the Crown: but that if you 
will aim at Laws to ſecure your Religion after his 
coming to th? Crown, you may probably obtain 
chem. If this be nor plainly ſaid, I think it is 
plainly inferr*d ; for are not all his Majeſty's Spee- 
ches and Meſſages with an abſolute prohibition as 
to any thing againſt the Succeſſion? and I ſuppoſe 
will be as mach underſtood againſt your Aſſociation 
bill,or any other that tends to that purpoſe : And 
you may be ſure,. that when you come with apy 
ſuch, if ſo.contrived as to ſignifie any thing, thar 
the (ame oppoſition ſhall be made to them as to the 
Excluſion-bill. For it is plain to me, that the 
King's offering to concur in any Laws you ſhall 
propoſe for the ſecuring of your Religion, compa- 
red with the orber Limitations, can only be ſo un- 
derſtood ; which is a fatr denial of all Laws againff 
 Prpery, ar lea't thoſe that adviſe it, I believe do ſo in- 
tend it: For all Laws againſt Popery, if once you 
have a Popiſh King, will ſignifie notbing ; the 
ſtrongeſt that can be made, would eaſily be defea- 
ted, ſo as to be of no uſe to us. Suppoſe we ſhould 
propofe a Law to put a greatPowet inParliaments, 
I mean, in both Houſes, that ſo we'may have.the 
Lords Spiritnal,and Fure Divine of our fide ; yetit 
is to me very plain, that a Popiſh King would be 
able either co preveht the meeting of ſuch Parlia- 
ments, or by awing or influencing them when 
mer, or by ſetting up a.ſtronger Power than the 
Parliament, ora better Fure Divine, by means of 
the Pcpiſh Clergy, thanours, eaſily make all ſuch 
Acts fignifienothing. I have heard, that a wiſe 

| h King 
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King hath,oftentimes made wiſe Counceſlors, and 
that wiſe Councellprs ſometimes make wiſe Kings; 
but it muſt be when their intereſt may bind chem 
to take their advice; which in this caſe would. 
happen otherwiſe: for the Parliaments in ſuch a 
caſe, muſt bave ſome ſuch Power repoſed in them 
as would render them ſuſpitious'of being Compe- 
tſtors for the Soveraignty ; and that would make 
the Prince juſtly jealous of them, and ſoon end in 
ſuch a breach as would endanger the Government. 
Or to prevent this, the power muſt be ſerrled fo 
ſtrong in the Parliament, as to over-ballance the 
Kings ; Which ought not to be, becauſe it would 
endanger Monarchy. If a man were deſperately 
Bick of ſome Diſeaſe only curable by one Remedy, 
and that ſhould be denied him , What ſhould he 
do, but ſend for his Confefſor., and prepare for 
Death? And ſo 1 think muſt we. And yet | can- 
not admire at this Meſſage of his Majeſties, but ra- 
ther conſidering whoſe advice be takes, ſhould 
have admiredit he had ſent any other. I hope we 
ſhall be as wiſe as the Frogs, who when Fupitcr 
gave them a Stork for their King, did not appear 
well pleaſed therewith; ro acceptof Fxpedients to 
ſecure the Proteſtant Religion, after fuch a King 
hath mounted the Throne, would be as [trange as 
if there were a-Lyon in the Lobby, and we ſhould 
vote, That we would rather ſecure eur ſelves by letting 
bim in and chaining him, than by keeping. him ous. 
This Nation hath formerly bad ſome repute for 
wiſdom and prudence,and hayedone much,as well 
in making of good 'Laws, as in keeping ttem. 
Pray, Sir, let us not at one Blow, or by one Omil- 


-bon,deſtroy all thoſe Laws which our Forelaibers 
..obtained with ſo much induſtry: I hope the King 


S 2 will 
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will in time ſee who are his beſt Comecllots, we 
that aim at the Preſe#varion of the preſent Govers- 
ment in Church and State, or thoſe private Cabals 
which aim at Alterations ;. and that he: will hearken 
to us ere Jong : That fo he may live with' more 
content and Glory, and his People, withont fach 
Fearsand Jealouſjes as now diſturb them. W hick 
cannot be, without the ExclwforBilt; and there: 
- fore I agree in the Vores that have/been moved. 
| Mr. Speaker, 
L.G. Sir, I cannot bit obſerve; that moſt of the 
Arguments uſed agarmfſt this Bill}, are the farne 
which Coler1an made the grounds of his Declara+ 
tion, that ſo, if poſſible, he might have prepofleft 
the People againſt the fear of Popery or Popiſh 
Snccefſor. F:r/#, he faith, That the pretences 
which that Parliament made of the Proteſtant Re- 
Iigion being in danger of Popery , was without 
cauſe, becauſe there was no diſturbance given by 
any of that Community. Secondly, Thar the Par- 
liaments bold Endeavours to bave reſtrained the 
Succeſſion of rhe Crown to certain Qualifications, 
would have made the Crown Eleftive. Thirdly, 
That therein they wonld have ont-done'the Popiſh 
Dottrince,that Hereſy ingapacitare«Rings to reign, 
which was a-new way of ſecuring Religion by de- 
ftroying #. Fowrthly, That the "good Church of 
Ergland had-taught-their People to be'obedient to 
their Prince, let his Religion or Deportmenc be 
what-it will, Alfo 1 find; that the ſame Endea- 
vourswhich are nowuled'to fornent Fears ahd Jea- 
loufes1n the People, as to Firry One, the danger of 
teCUMiTy and Government, and of Parliamcnis, are 
*Þar copied out of 4hiat Deelaration. He there de- 
'clares; Fhat che Parllaffient was difſolvell becauſe 
Y "3=® they 


— ao CT — _ Ws 


[ 263] 
they had deſigns to blemiſh the good Proteſtant 
Church , and to prevent the ſawing miſchievous 
Tares in the wholſome Field of the Church of E:g. 
land, and to preſerve the unſpotted <pouſe of our 
bleſſed Saviour from the ill effect of ſome deſigns 
that were like to be introduced by Parliament, I 
wilknot make any Annotations upon this which 1 
have repeated, but by it I conclude, that the Papilts 
are very willing we ſhould imbibe theſe Opinions, 
and that therefore they may probably conduce to 
the carrying on of their deſigns. TI could wiſh hs 
Majeſty would order that Declaration to be read in 
Churches once @ jear,that ſoall the People,but eſpecially 
the Clergy ray know what excellent pretences the Pa- 
piſts can make of taking care of the Proteſtant Church, 
and how vigilant they are for that end,eſpecial!y to pre- 
vent that it may not be injured by thePavliament nor by 
altering the Sycceſſion. The Declaration is to be a 
great Confirmation of what hath been ſaid of the 
influence of that party in the management of Af- 
fairs; for itis not likely that Coleman would have 
drawn it, but that he knew how to have juggled it 
mio the Council, as if it had been drawn by [ome 
good Proteſtant , that ſo it might have been made 
publick; if that Parliament had been then diſſol- 
ved. | 
But, Sir, tho by God's Providence we have 
had all theſe Diſcoveries, yet I ſee no probability 
of obtaining any ſecurity againſt this party. Iam 
of Opinion with that worthy Member that ſpoke 
Jaſt, that che King's Speeches and Meſlages, are 
plain againſt making of any Laws to prevent the 
Duke's coming. to the Crown, and can only 
be underſtood in favour of Laws. that may tend 
co ſecuring the Proteſtant Religion under a Popyſp 
-Y In Kang ; 
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King : Which, I think,, none can do, unleſs ach 
Laws as will endanger Monarchy it felf ;which will 
nat be fic for this Houſe to propoſe, or the King 
to grant. For without ſecuring the Militia, and 
Commands of Fleers and Armies, the nominati- 
on of Privy-Councellors, great Officers of State, 
Judges, Juſtices, Sheriffs, as well as the nominati- 
on of Biſhrps , and preferments of the Clergy, in 
the power of ſome Society of men, it will be im- 
poflible ro ſecure onr Religion againſt thar omnt- 
potency which accompanies a Crown, if the Prince 
that wears ir be reſolved to aſſiſt this powerful 
Faction. Therefore, Sir, we muſt either give up 
our Religion as loſt, or obtain this Bill in order to 
it. I am for the Vote that hath been propo- 
ſed. So | 
Mr. Speaker, 

*Sir-R. F. vir, jtis, impoſſible weſhould remove 
the imminent dangers imperident on-this Nation, 
unleſs we can prevail with the King to forbear ta- 
king advice with private Cabals, but inſtead there- 
cf to be adviſed by his Privy Council, and Par- 
liaments. This indeed is the great diſpute that 
is now afoot; and unleſs we can prevail herein, 
allthat we are abour ſignifies nothing. And there- 
fore, I think, we may do. well to be plain in this 
with the King : and as we muſt not be afraid of 
giving bim ſuch advice as is for his advantage, ſo 
neither of giving him aſſurances of our readineſs 
ro ſapply him with Money, and, what elſe he may 
need, thar ſo' he may know we are as willing to 
truſt him, as we are deſirous he would be to truſt 
us. For unleſs there be a mutual Confidence 
created berweeg' the King and his People, thatſo 
they may freely, heartily, and without any ſuſpi- 
; tion 
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tion truſt one the other, it is impoſſible that this 
Nation can ever be happy, but muſt either lan-- 
guiſh, as if it were in a Conſumption, or ſtrike 
into a Fever. - The King-being a Proteſtanr, and 
for the Proteſtant Religion; the Duke being a Pa- 


piſt, and for the Popiſh Religion, -are Intereſts ir- 


reconcilable, and have already given a great deal 
of care and trouble.ro the King. And, I am a- 
fraid, that thoſe who promote the Dake's Intereſt, 
are more for the advantage of a Popiſh Swcceſſox 
than of che'preſent Proteſtant King. Which miſ- 
chiefs can never be removed as long as there. is 
ſuch a Succeſſor. And cherefore1am for the Votes 
that have been propoſed. 


Reſolved, That it « the Opinion of this Houſe, that 
there uno ſecurity nor ſafety for ghe Proteſtant Re» 
ligion, the Kings Life, or Government of this Nes- 
tion, without paſſing @ Bill for diſabling James 
Duke of York to inherit the Imperial Crown of this 
Realm, and Dominions and Territories thereunto 
belonging ; and to rely upon any other means and 
remedies without ſuch a Bill, i not only inſuffici- - 
ent, but dangerous. 


Reſolved, That bus Majeſty in bis laft Meſſage, ba- 
wing aſſured this Howſe of bis readineſs to concur 
in all other means for the preſervation of the Pro- 
teſtant Religion, this Heuſe doth declare, That un- 
til a Bill be likewiſe paſs'd for excluding the Duke 
of York, this Houſe cannog give any ſupply to bis 
Majeſty without danger to pe Majeſty's Perſon, ex- 


tream bazart of the Proteſtant Religion, and un- 
faithfulneſs to thoſe by whomsthis Houſe is entru- 
{ted. | 


Aﬀeer | 
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After this, ſeveral perſons being named for gi- 
ving if] advice to his Majeſty, and Motions ſecon- 
ded with Arguments, that Addreſſes might be 
made, grounded on Common Fame, for their 
removal. The Hovlſe entred into a long Debate, 
touching the meaning of Common Fame, the u- 
ſage, cuſtome, and conſequences of ſuch Addreſ- 
fes in reference to the Goverhment.; and it did 
appear, that it was an ancient Right and conſtant 
Pratice of the Commons aflembled in Parlja- 
ment,. to make addreſles to the King, groundeg 
on Cotnmon Fame, or moral certainty , for-re- 
movalt-of ſuch: Counceffors or Officers, as they 
thought were pernicious to the Government. And 
that ic was the only way to reach great Miniſters 
of State that gave evil counſel, and to ſecure the 
Government againſt che dangers ariſing from ſuch, 
who' would otherways, by giving advice to the 
Rip hn private, be ſecure againſt all manner of 
proceedings againkt them, and fo the Government 
might be ruin'd.without any remedy ; that there 
wWas50W as great occaſion, as ever in former times, 
of making uſe of this only remedy, the influence 
of Popiſh Councils having reduced the Nation, 
not only to the mercy of the Popiſh party at home, 
Sat of a Foreign Nation ; the dangers whereof 
could never be -prevented, but by eſtabliſhing 
ſuch a mutual confidence between the King and 
his People, as might give encouragement for the 
raiſing of a confiderable ſum of money to be em- 
ployed for that eng z- which was never like to be 
done,. until there. were. about the King's perſon, 
and in places of traft and power, perſons more 
mclined to che. interetit.of the King and Proteffant 


Re{-zion, and leſs to that of the Duke and Popery. 
Becauſe 
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Becauſe the ſame jealouſies which this Parliament 
had, (unleſs the cauſe were removed) would pro- 
bably be.alſo an impediment with the next; that 
there could be no ſecurity; it would be employed 
for that end, as long as the Duke's party were fo 
powerful : And that the giving of money as long 
as things ſtand thus, would be a great enconrage- 
ment to that party to go on with their Plot againſt 
the King's life. Bart this Debate being after Can- 
dle-light, could not be taken ; 'The reſulc'was, 
that ſeveral Addreſſes were voted againſt George Earl 
of Halifax, Laurence Hide, Elqs | Hewry Marqueſs 
of Worcefter, Henry Karl of Clarendon, and Lewss 
Ea'rl of Feverſham. 


Atver which, . the Houſe entred into a Debate: of 
the great Charge the Kingdom was at, by Intereſt 
and Advahitt-mondy paid to Goldſmiths and o- 
thers. Ancl after many Argumetits, making out 
that by Par liaments the King might be ſupplied, 
as well with the love of his People, as with |Mo- 
ney for the ne:ceſlary ſupport of the Government, 
and other occ aſfions. And that this Parliament 
had by ſeveral Addrefles offered themſelves read” 
to.do it, upon | >aſling ſuch Bills as were preciſe] 
neceflary for the? 4ecurity of the Proteftant Rel. 
gion 3 and thac all other ways of ſapplying the 
King's occaſions, but what were granted in Par 
liament , did not only tend to the keeping off 
Parhaments, and to the exhauſting of the pub- 
lick Treaſare, by c oniracting Vebts, but were of 
dangerous conſequence to the King and King- 
dom, becaute the Crovernment might be under- 
mined thereby, 


Reſolved, 
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Reſolved, That whoever ſhall hereafter lend, or cauſe 
fo be lent, by way of Advance, any Money up- 
on the Branches of the King's Revenue ariſing by 
Cuſtom, Exciſe, or Hearth-money, ſhall be judged 
8 binderer of the ſitting of Parliaments, and be | 
reſponſible for the ſame in Parliament. 


"Reſolved, That whoſover ſhall accept, or buy an 
Tally or Anticipation, upon any part of the Kings 
Revenue; or whoever ſhall pay ſuch Tally hereafter 
ro be ſtruck, ſhall be adjudged to binder the ſitting 
of Parliaments,” and be reſponſible therefore in Par- 


liament. 


Prorogued the xoth of Fanuary , and Dit- 
| folved by Proclamation the 18th of Ja- 
 wuary, 1681. 
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| Houſeofk COMMONS, 


Which fate at Weſtminſter from the 21 of | 
OdFober, 1680. to the roth of January 
following. 


_ Bedfo2dlſhire, 4. 
Iliam Lord Ruſſel. 
Sir. Humphrey Monoux Bar, 
Town of Bedford. 
Pawlet St. Fobn Eſq; 
Sir William Franklin Ke. 


William Barker Eſq; 
Richard Southbey Eq; 

Borough of New Windſor. 
Richard Winwood Eſq; 
Samuet Starkey Eſq; 

. Borough of Reading. 
Fobn Blagrgve Elq; 


Nathan. 
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Nathan. Knight Eſq; 
Borough of 7/allingford. 
William Lenthal Eſq; 
Scorie Barker = 
Borough of Abington. 
Sir 7obn Stonehouſe Bar. 


Bucks, I 4. 


Thomas Wharton Eſq; 
Fobn Hampden Eſq; 

Town of Buckingham, 
Sir Richard Temple Knight of the Bath 

and Bar. | 
Edward Lord Latimer. 
Borough of Chipping-Wiccomb. 

Sir'Fobn Borlaſe Bat. 
Thomas Lew: Eſq; 

Borough of Alzsbury. 
Sir Thomas Lee Bar. 
Sir Richard Ingoldesby Kt. of the Bath. 

Borough of Agmongeſham. 

Sir Roger Hill. Ke. 
Sir William Drake Kt. 

Borough of. Wendover. 
Richard Hampden Eſq; 
Edward Bockwel Eſq; 

Borough of great Marlow. 

Fobn Borlace Eſq; 
Thomas Hobby Eq; 


Cambztdae, 6. 


Sir Levinus Bernnet Bar. 
Sir Robert Catton Ke. 


Univer- 
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Unverſty of Cambridge. 
Sir Thomas Exton Kt. 
Sir William Temple Bar. 
Town of Cambridpe. 
William Lord Allington. 
Sir Thomat Chicheley Rt. 


Cheſter, 4. 
Henry Booth Eſq; 
Sir Robert Cotton Kt. Bar. 
_ City of Chefeer, 


William Williams Eſq; 
Sir Thomas Groſvenor Bar. 


Comwal, 44. 


Francis Roberts Eſq; 
Sir Richard Edgcomb Rt. of the Bath. 
Borough of Dynhivid, 
alias Lanceſton. 
Sir Fobn Coryton Bat, 
Sir Hugh Pyper Kt. 
Borough of Leskard. 
Sir Fonathan Trelawney Bar. 
John Buller Eſq; 
Borough of Lefwithiel. 
Sir Fobn Carew Bar. 
Walter Kendall Eſq; 
Borough of 7raro. 
William Boſcawen Eſq; 
Edward Boſcowen Eſq; 
Borough of Bodmin. 
Hendar Roberts Eſq; 
Nicholas Glynn Eiq) 
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Borongh of Helſftor. 
Sir Viel Vivian Bar. 
Sidney Godolphin. Eſq; 
Borough of Saltaſh. 
Sir John Davie Bar. 
William Jennings Eſq; 
Borough of Gamelford. 
Robert Ruſſel Eſq, 
Sir James Smyth Kr. 
Borough of Port-Pigham. 
alias Weſtow. 
Tobn Trelawney Eſq; 
Fobn Trelawney Eſq; 
Borough of Crampound. 
Nicholas Herle Eſq; 
Fobn Tanner Eſq; 
Borough of Eaſtlow. 
Sir Jonathan Trelawney Bar. 
Henry Seymour of Langley Eſq; 
Borough of Penryn. 
Charles Smith Eſq; 
Sir Nicholas $lanning Knight of the Bath, 
and Bar. 
Borough of Tregony. 
Huph Boſcawen Eq; 
Charles Trevannian Eſq; 
Borough of Boſſzney. 
Charles Bodwle Roberts Elq; 
Narciſſus Luttrel Eſq; 
Borough of St. Ives. 
Edw. Noſeworthy Senior, Eſq; - 
Edw. Noſeworthy Junior; Eiqz 
Borough of Foway. 
Jonathan Raſhlegh Elq; 
fohn Trefry Eſq 


o 
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Borough of St. Germans, 
Damel Elliot Elq: 
Richard Filiot Eſq; 
| Borough of 'St. Adichel. 
Sir Fobn St. Aubin Bar. 
Walter Vincent Elq; 
Boroughoft Newport. 
William Coryton Eſq; | 
Ambroſe Manaton Eq; 
Borough of St. Mawes. 
Sir Foſeph Tredenham Kr. 
Henry Seymour Jun. Eſq; 
Borough of Killington. 
Richard Carew Elq; 
William Treviza Eq; 


Tumberland 6, 


Edward Lord Morpheth 
Sir Fobu Lowther 
City of Carliſle. 

Sir Philip Howard Kt. 
Sir Chriſtopher Muſgrave Kt. 

Borough of Cokermouth. 
Sir Richard Grahme Bar. 
Orelando Gee Elq; 


Derby 4. 


William Lord Cavendiſh 

William Sacheverell E1q; 
Town of Der) 

Anchitel Gray Eſq; 

Gearge Vernon Elq; 


T 
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Devonthire 26. 


Sir William Courtenay Bar. 
Samuel Rolle Elq; 
City of Exeter. 
William Glyde Elq; 
Malachy Pine Eſq; 
Borough of Totnes. 
Sir Edward Seymour Bar. 
Edward Seymour Elq; 
Borough of Plymeuth. 
" Sir John Maynard Kt. his Majeſties 
Serjeant at Law. 
Sir William Jones Kt. 
Town of Okehampton. 
Sir Artzur Harrs Bar. 
Tofias Calmady Eſq; 
Borough of Barnſtable 
Fohn Baſſet Eq; 
Richard Lee Elq; 
| Borough of Plympton. 
George Treby Eſq; 
"Zohn Polexfen Merchant. 
Borough of Honiton. 
Sir Walter Young Bar. 
Sir Thomas Putt Bar. 
Borough of Taviſtock. 
Edward Ruſſell Eq; 
Sir Francs Drake Bar. 
Borough of Aſhburton. 
Thomas Reynell El; x 
Richard Duke Junior, Eſq; 
Borough ofCl:ifron, Dartmouth, & Hardneſs. 
Fobn Upton Elq; 
Edward Yard Eq; Bo- 
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Borough of Beral/toj.. 

Sir Fohbn Trevor Kt. 

Sir William Baſtard Kt. 
Borough of Tiverton. 

Samuel Foot Elq; 

Sir Henry Ford Kt. 


Oouetlhire 20. 


Thomas Strangeways Eq; 
Thomas Freke Eq; 
Town of Pood. 
Hewry Trenchard Eſq; 
Thomas Chafin E1q; 
Borough of Dorcheſter. 
TFames Gould Eſq; 
Nicholas Gould Merchant. 
Borough of Lyme-Regs. 
Henry Henley Elq; 
Thomas Moore Elq; 
Borough of Weymouth. 
Sir Zobn Coventry Kt. of the Bath 
Sir John Morton Kt. and Bar. 
Melcom-Regs. 
Thomas Brown E1q; 
Michael Harvey E1q; 
Borough of Bridport. 
Sir Robert Henley Bar. 
William Bragge Eq; 
Borough of Shafton, 
alias Shaftsbury. 
Sir Natthew Andrews Kt. 
Thomas Bennet Eq; 


; 
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Borough of Wareham. 
Thomas Erle Eſq; 
George Savage Eq; 
| Borough of Corf-Caſte. 
Nathanie! Bond Eſq; | 
dic Nathan Naper Kt. and Bar. 


Durham 4. 


William Bowes Eq; 

Thomas Fetherſtsn Hough Elq; 
City of Durbam, 

Sir Richard Lloyd 

William Blakeſten Eg; 


Eſlex 5. 


Herury Mildmay Eiq; 
Tobn Lemot Hony»wood Eſq; 
Borough of Colcheſter. 

Sir Harbottle Grimſton Bar. 

Sir Walter Clarges Bar. 
Borough of Malder. 

Sir 1/11]. Wiſeman Kt. and Bar. 

Sir Thomas Darcy Bar. 
Borough of Harwich. 

Sir Philip Parker Bar. 

Sir Thomas Mydalton Kt. 


Glouceſterſhire 8. 


Sir Ralph Dutton Bar. 
Sir fohn Guiſe Bar. 
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City of Glouceſter. 

Evan Seys Serjeant atLaw. 
Sir Ch. Berkley © 

Borough of Cirenceſter. 
Sir Rob. Atkins Jun. Kt. 
Henry Powle Elq; 

Borough of Tukesbury, 
dir Hen Capel Ke. ot the Bath. 
Sir Francis Ruſſel Par. 


Hercfowſhire 8. 


7ebn \iſcount Scudamore 
dir Edw, Har! ie) Ke. of the Bat! 
City of Hereford. 
Bridſtock Hartford Elq; 
Paul Foley Eq; 
Borough of or, 
Fohn Dutton Colt Eq; 
Thomas Coningsby Eſq; 
Borough ot Webley. 
Fobn Birch Eſq; 
Fob Booth Eſq; 


Ierttowdſhire 6, 


Sir Jonathan Keat Bar. 
Sir Charles Ceſar Kt. 
Porough of St. Albans. 
Thomas Pope Blunt Elq; 
Sa;zuel ' Grim? 0 Eſq; 
Borough of Hertferd, 
Sir Thomas Bide Kt. 
Ar William Cocper Bar. 


T 3 
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DPuntingtonſhire 4. 


Sur Thomas Proby Bar. 
Silus Titms Eſq; 

Borough of Huntington. 
Sidney Wortley, alias Montague Eſq; 
Lionel Walden Eq; 


_ Kent 10, 


Sir Vere Fane Kt. of the Bath. 
Edwerd Dering Eſq; 

City of Canterbury. 
Sir Thomas Hardreſs Kt. his Majeſties Ser- 
jeant at Law. 
Edward Hales Eq; 

City of Rocheſter. 
Sir John Banks Bar. 
Francs Barrell Serjcant at Law. 

Borough of Maidſtone. 
Sir Jobn Tufton Kt. and Bar. 
Thomas Fane Eq; 

Borough of Quinborough, 
IW:lliam Glawvill Eſq; 
Sir Edward Hales Bar. 


Lancaſter 14, 


Charles Lord Brandon. 

Sir Charles Houghton. 
Borough of Lancaſter. 

Richard Kirby Eſq; 

William Spencer Elqz 
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Borough or Town of Preſtcy 
in Amounderneſs. 

Sir John Otway Kt. 

Edward Rigby Serjeant at Law. 
Borough of Newtown. 

Sir Fobn Chicheley Kt. 

Andrew Fountain Eq; 
Borough of por. 

Charles Earl of Ancram. 

Banks Eq 
| Borough of Clithero, 

Sir Ralph Aſhton Bar, 

Sir Thomas Stringer Serjeant at Law. 
Borough of Lewverpoed. 

Ruiſhee Wentworth Eq) 

John Dubozs Merchant. 


Leiceſter 4. 


Bennet Lord Sberrard. 

Sir 7ohn Hartop Bar. 
Town of Leiceſter. 

Tohn Grey Eſq 

Sir Henry Beaumont Kt. 


Lincoln 12. 


George Lord Viſcount Caftletor 
Sir Robert Carr. Kt. and Bar. 
City of Linco!n. 
Sir Thomas Meers Kt. 
Henry Mounſon Eq; 
Borough of Bofor. 
Sir Anthony Irby Kt. 
Sir William York Kt, 
I 4 
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Borough of great Grim:by. 
Wiliam Broxhslm Eſq; 
George PelLam Eq; 

Town of Stamford. 
Sir Richard Cuſt Bar. 
HWiliam Hyde Eſq; 
Borough of Grantham. 

Sir William Ell:;s Bar. 
vir fobn Newton Par. 


Hiddlelcr 8. 


Sir William Rebarts Bar. 
Sir Rovert Athins 
City of Weſtminſter. 
Sir Wilam Poultney Kt. 
Sir Milkam Waller Ke. 
LONDON. 
Sir Ruvert Clayton Kt. 
Sir Thomas Player Ke. 
Williazm Lowe Elq; 
Thomas Pilkington Eſq; 


Donmouth 3. 


Sir Trevor Williams Par. 
iul:am Morgan Eq; 

Borough of Monmouth. 
'Fobm Arnild Eiq; 


J20Qfolk 1 2, 


Sir Fobny Hobert Bar. 
Sir Peter Gleen. 
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City of Norwich. 
liilliam Lord P aſe cn. 
LIU uſt 17 Er; 142) L1Q; 
Town OI Ly 3 Ie 
Jobn Turner |. 
Simon T 4 ay, or Ef a: 
Town of Great Trmonth. 
Richard Huntingt« 2 Elq; 
George Eng! and El: 
Bo: CE] 12 of 7 T vet tford . 
Sir Foſcph Tilliam{cn Kt. 
William Haryord Elfq; 
Borough of Caſtleriſiag. 
Sir Robert Heward Kt. 
Fames Heoſte Eqs 


Northampton 9. 
John Porkhburſt E1g; 
Miles Fleetwood Eig; 
City ot- Peterborcnpb. 
Frances St. Fe un Eſq; 
Charles Orate Eſg; 
Town of Nerthar itt cm. 
'f 2b Mont, aTue Efſo: 
Sir VTilliam L angha; 2 Kt 
1cwn of Brackley. 
Richard VVenman Eſq; 
vrV/il. Egcrt a Kr. P: the Bath. 
Borough CI  Hizb: 11 Þerric. 
Sir Rice Rnd Par. 
Nothumberiand 8, 
Sir John Fenwick Bar, 
Sir Kalph Delaval Bar. 
Town of Newcaſtle npon Tine. 
Sir V//illiam Blacket Bar. 
Sir Ralph Carr. Kt 


P75, 


M 
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Borough of Morpeth. 
Sir George Downing Kt. Bar. 
Daniel Collingwood Elq) 
Town of Berwick upon Tweed 
Ralph Grey Eſq; 
Fohn Ruſhnworth Eqs 


Nottingham 8, 


Sir Scroop How Kt. 
Fobn White Eſq; 
Town of Nottingham. 

Robert Pierrepoint Eq; 
Richard Slater Eſq; 

Borough of Eaſtretford. 
Sir William Hickman Bar. 
Sir Edward Nevile Kt. Bar. 

Town of Newark upon Trent. 
Sir Robert Markham Kt. 
Sir Richard Rothwell. 


Dron 9. 


Sir 7obn Cope Bar. 
Thomas Heard E1q 
Univerſity of Oxon. 

Sir Leoline Jenkins. 
Dr. Perrot. 
City of Oxon. 
Broem Whorwood F.1qz 
Alderman William Wright 
Borough of New-woodſtock. 
Sir Littleton Osbalſfon Bar, 
Nich. Baynton Eq; 
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Borough of Banbury. 
Sir fobn Holman Bar. 


Rutland 2. 
Sir Abel Barker. 
Philip Sherrard Eſq; 
Salop 1 2. 


Richard Newport Elqz 
Sir Vincent Corbet Bar. 
Town of Salop. 
Sir Richard Corbet Bar. 
Edward Kinaſton Eq) 
Borough of Brupes alias 
Bridgenorth. 
Sir William Whitmore Bar. 


Sir Thomas Whitmore Kt. of the Bath. 


Borough of Ludlow. 
Francis Charlton Eq) 
Thomas Walcot Eqs 

Borough of Great Wenlock. 

William Forreſter Eq, 
Fohn Woolryche Eſq; 

Town of Biſhops-Caſtle. 
Edward Waring Eq 
Richard Schriven Eq; 


Somerſet 18. 
Sir //illiam Portman Bar. and Knight of 
the Bath. 
George Speke Eifqz 


City 


VS 
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City of Bri#fol 
Sir Robert Cann Kt. Bar. 
Sir 7obn Knight Kt. 
City of Bath. 
Sir George Speke Bar. 
Sir Walter Long Bar. 
City of Wells. 
7obn Hall Eſq; 
William Coward Eſq; 
Borough of Taunton. 
Edmund Freeman Eſq; 
John Trenchard Eſq; 
Borough of Bridgwater. 
Sir Haſwel Tynt Bar. 
Kalph Stawel Eſq; 
Borough of Minehead. 
Francss Lutterell Eſq) 
Thomas Palmer Gent. 
Borough of Teſter. 
IViliiam Strode Elq; 
Felm Speke Elq; 
Borough of Milburnport. 
obn Hunt Ei: 
Flenry Bull Elq; 


Southampton 26. 


Farvs Eiq; 

Sir Francs Roll Rt. 

_ City of Wincheſter. 
Fames Lord 2nneſly 
Sir F obz Clobery Ke. 

Town of Southampton. 
Sr Benjamin Newland Kt. 
Sir Charles /Vyndham Ke. 


Town 


711 
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Town of Port/mouth, 
George Lepg Eſq; 
Richard Norton ; Eſq 
Borough of Yarmouth 
Sir Richard Maſon Kt. 
Thomas V Vyndam Eſq 
Borough of Peter feld. 
Sir Fchn Norton Bar. 
Leonard Bilſon Eg; 
Borough of Newport, 
alias 'Medona. 
Sir Robert Dillington Bar. 
Zobn Leigh Eſq; 
Borough of Stcckbr/ dee, 
Oliver St. Fohn Eq; 
Henry V Vhitehead Efa: 
Borough of Newtown. 
Sir John Holmes Kt. 
Lemuel Kingdon Eſq; 
Borough ot Chriſtchurch. 
Sir Thomas Clarges Kt. 
George Fulford E1q; 


Borough of Whitchurch. 


Henry Wallop Elſq; 
Richard Ayliffe Elq; 

Borough of Limmimgton. 
'Fohn Button Flq; 
Tobn Burrard E1q; 

Town of Andover. 

SI” Robert Henley Kt. 
Francis Powlet Eq; 


Staffordſhire 10, 


Sir Walter Bagott Bar. 
Sir Fobn Bowyer Bar. 


City 
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. City of Litcbfieh. 
Daniel Finch Eſq) 
Michael Biddulph Elq) 
Borough of Stafford. 
Sir Thomas Wilbraham Bar. 
Sir Thomas Armſtrong Ke. 
Borough of Newcaſtle under Line. 
Sir Thomas Bellot Bar. 
William Lewiſton Gower Eq; 
Borough of Tamworth. 
Thomas Thynne E1q; 
Sir Andrew Hacket Kt. 


Suffolk x 5. 


Sir William Spring Bar. 
Sir Samuel Barnardiſton Bar. 

Borough of Ipſwich. 
Sir f. Barker Bar. 
TFobn Wright Elq 

Borough of Dunwich. 
Sir Robert Kemp Bar. 
Sir Philip Skippon Kt. 

Borough of Orford. 
Sir Joby Duke Bar. 
Henry Parker Elq, | 

Borough of Alborowgh, 

Fobn Bence Elqz 
Fohn Corrance Eq; 

Borough of Szdbury. 
Sir Gervaſe Elwes Bar. 
Gervaſe Ehwes Eſq 

Borough of Eye. 

Charles Fox Eq; 
George Walch Eq 
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Borough of St. Edmondsbury. 

Sir Thomas Harvey Ke. 

Thomas Fermyn Eq; 


Surty 14. 


Arthur Onſlow Eq; 

George Evelyn of Wotton Eq 
Borough of Southwark. 

Sir Richard How Kr. 

Peter Rich Eſq; | 

Borough of Blechingly. 
George Evelyn of Nutfield E1q; 
Tobn Morris Eſq 

Borough of Ryegate. 
Roger James Eq; 
Dean Goodwyn Eq; 

Borough of Guilford. 
Morgan Randyl of Chilworth Eq; 
Rich. Onſlow of Weſt-Clandon Elq; 

Borough of Gatten. 
Sir Nicholas Carew Kt. 
Thomas Turgs Eq; | 
Borough of Haſlemere 
Denz. Onſlow Eſq; 
Francs Dorrington Elq; 


Suſlet 20. 


Sir Fokbn Pelham Bar. 

Sir Nicholas Pelham Kt. 
Cirty of Chicheſter, 

Richard Farrington Elq,; 

Tobn Braman Elq; 
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Porough of Horſeham. 
Anthony Eversfiels Eſq; 
Fobn Michel E1q; x 
—— or Midaurſt. 
Folm Un Lenwkener Eſq 
7 bs Alford Eiq; 
Borough ol Lewes. 
Richard Bridget fr Elgs 
Thomas Pelha; am Elt:: 
Bor ough of New Shoreha #77 
Techn Cheale Senior, E1q; 
Febn Hales Eſq; 
Borough of Bramver. | 
Henry Sidney Eq; 
Henry Goringe Eq; 
; Borough of Steznmp. 
Sir 7obn Fagg Bar. 
Philip Gell Eft; 
Bot 'ough of Ealt- Gr::/! tead. 
Goodwyn har ton Eſq: 
William Tephſon Eq; 
Boroug! 1 of Arundel 
Hillian Garway Eſq; 
Tames Butler Eq; 


- _.. QUAarwickſhire 6. 


Sir Edward Boughton Bar. 
Robert Burdett Eiq; 
City of Coventry. 

Richard | Hopkins Eſq; 
Fohn Stratf ard Eſq; 

Borough of I/arwick. 
Thomas Lucy Elq; 
Richard Booth Elq; 
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Teſtmoreland 4. 


Allan Bellingham, 

Chriſtopher Phillipſon Elq3 
Borough of 4pulby. - 

Antbony Lowther Eſq) 

Richard Tufton Eſq) 


CUiltſhire 34. 


Sr Walter St. John Bar. 
Thomas Thynne Eq) 
City of New Sarum. 
Sir Thomas Mompeſſon Kt. 
Alexander Thiſtlethwaite Eſq; 
Borough of V3lton. 
Thomas Herbert Eq) 
Sir John Nicholas Kr. of the Bath. 
Borough of Downton. 
Sir Joſeph Aſh Bar. 
Mawrice Blockland Eſq; 
Borough of Hindon. 
Sir Richard Grobham How Kt. Bar. 
Richard How Eq; 
Borough of Weſtbury. 
William Trenchard Eſqz 
Edward Norton Eſq; 
Borough of Hetsbury. 
William Aſh Eſqz 
Edward Aſh Elq) 
Borough of Calne. 
Sir George Hungerfird Ke. 
Lionel Ducket Eq; 


Kereen nes 


u 
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Borough of. the Devizes. 
Str Giles Hungerford Kt. 
Tohn Eyles _* 
Borcugh of Chippingham. 
Sir Edward Hungerford Kt. of the B Bath. 
Samel Aſp Eſq Qz 
Borough of Malmesbury. 
Sir Wiiliam Eſceurt Bar. 
Sir James Long Bar. 
Borough of Crick/ade. 
Hungerford Dunch Eq; 
Edmund Webb Eſg; 
Borovgh of Great Bedwyn. 
IWilliam Finch Eſc; 
Francis Stonehouſe Eſq; 
Borough of Lugderſale. 
Thomas Neal Eſq) 
Zobn Gerrard E\qþ | 
Borough of O14 Sarum. 
Henry Lord Coleratne 
Sir Eliab Harvey 
Borough of IVooton Baſſet. 
Flenry St. Fobn Eſq) 
Laurence Hyde F.(q; 
Borough of Marlborough. 
Thomas Lord Bruce 
Thomas Bennet Eigz 


CWoreſterſhire, 9. 


Samuel Saincys Eq) 
Thomas Foie) Eſq; 
City of Worcefter. 
Sir Francis Wainnington Ke. 
Thomas Street one of his Majeſtics Scr- 
jc2nts atLaw, 


Bo- 


\C1- 
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Borough of Drotwitch. 
Henry Coventry E\qz Principal Sectetary of 
State. 
Samuel Sandys Junior Eſq; 
Borough of Ev:(am. 
Sir James Ruſhout Bar, 
Henry Parker Eſq; 
Borough of Bewdley. 
Philip Foley Eſq); 


PORK 30, 


Charles Lord Clifford 
Henry Lord Fairfax 

_ City of York. 
Sir Henry Thomſon Kr. 
Sir Fobn Hewley Kr. 

Town ct Kingſton upon Hull. 
Sir Michael Warton Ke. 
William Gee Efq; 
Borough of Knaesborowgh. 
Sir Thomas Slingsby Bar. 
William Stocdale Eſq) 
Borough of Scarborough. 

William Thompſon Eſq; 
Francis Thompſon Eſq, 

Borough of Rippon, 
Richard Stern Eſq 
Chriſtopher Wandesford Eſq 

Borough ot RichmonZ. 

Thomas Craddock Eſq 
Humphbry WhartonEq , 

Borough «ft Hey4on, 
Sir Hugh Bethel] Kt, 
Henry Guy 1g) 
u 2 Bo- 
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Borough of Corfe Boroughbrig, 
Sir Thomas Mauliverer Bar. 
Sir Fobn Brooke Kt. 
Borough of Malton. 
William Palmes Eſq) 
Str I atkinſon Paylor Bar. 
Borough of Thirrke. 
Nicholas Sanderſon Eſq 
Sir William Franklan Kt. 
Borough of Aldborough. 
Sir Brian Stappleton Bar. 
Sir Godfrey Copely Bar. 
Borough of Beverly. 
Sir Fobn Hotham Bar. 
Michael Wuarton Eq) 
Borough of North-Allerton. 
Sir Gilbert Gerard Bar. 
Sir Henry Calverly Kr. 
Borough of Pontefrad. 
Sir John Dawney Kt. 
Sir Patience Ward Kt, 


BARONS 


* Of the 
— CINQUE-PORTS. 
( 16, ) 


Port of Haſtings. 
Sir Robert Parker Far. 
Fobn Aſhburnham Eſq) 
Town of Finchelſea. 
Creſwel Draper Eſq 
Thomas Auſtin Eq; 


Town 
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Sir Fohn Dorrell Kt. 

Thomas Frewen Eſq, 
Port of New Rumney. 

Sir Charles Sedley Bar. 

Paxl Barrett Eſq; 

Port of Hythe. 


Sir Edward Dering Bar. 


Edward Hales Eſq) 
Port of Dover. 
William Stokes Elg;. 
Thomas Papillon Eq) 
Port of Sandwich. 
Fobn Thurban Eſq) 


Sir Fames Oxenden Kt.- Bar. 


Town of Rye. 


Port of Seaford. 


Sir William Thomas Bar. 


Herbert Stapely Eſq; 


Fobn Jeffreys Eſq) 


WALES 


( 24. ) 
Angleſey 2, 
Richard Bulkley Eq) 


Town of Berwmorisx. 


Henry Bulkely Eg 
"Bucon 2, 


Richard Williams Eſq; 
Town of Brecon. 
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Catdigan 2, 
Edward Vaughan of Trowſcoad Eq; 
Town of Cardigan. 
Hefor Phillips Eſq; 


Carmarthen 2; 
Fohn Lord Vaughan Kt. of the Bath. 
Town of Carmarthen. 
Altham V aughan Eſq; 


Carnarvan 2; 
Thomas Bulkley ot Dinas Eſq) 
Town of Carnarvan, 


Thomas Moſtin of Glotheth Eſq 


Denby 2, 
Sir Thomas Mydelton Bar. 
Town of Denbigh. 
Sir Fobn Salisbury Bar. 


Flint 2. 
Mutton Davies Eſq, 
Town of Film. 
Roger I/hitley Eſq; 


Glamozgan 2, 
Buſſy Manſel Elq, 

Town of Cardife. 
Sir Robert Thomas Bar. 


DYerioneth r. 
Sir Fobn Ii ynne Kt. Bar. 


( 295 


JPembok 3, 
Sir Hugh Owen Bar. 
Town of Haverford-IWeſt. 
Thomas Owen Eſq) 
Town of Pembrook. 
Arthur Owen Eq) 


Yontgomery 2. 
Edward V aughan Fig) 

Town of Montgomery. 
Matthew Price Eq; 


Radno2 2; 
Rowland Guynne Eq; 
Town of Radnor, 
Griffith Fones Eſq; 


T he COMMO NS 
Ihall 513. 
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DEBATES 


Houſe of Commons, 
Aſſembled at 


OXFORD 


The Twenty firſt of March, 1680. 


The Three firſt days being ſpent in Chooſing 
their Speaker, the Confirming of him, and 
taking the Oaths as the Law diredts; on 
Thurſday the Twenty fourth of March, 1680. 
they began thus. 


Thurſday, March 24. 1680. 
Sir F. H. MI; Speaker, What I am about to 


Move, concerns us all. The 
laſt Parliament when you was moved to Print 
your Votes, it was for the Szcurity of the Na- 
tion, and you found ic fo. It. prevencet ill 
Repreſentations of us to the World, by falſe 


Q_: Copies 
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Copies of our Votes,and none doubted your Ho- 
nour in the care of it. And I am confident that 
this Houſe will be no more aſhamed of their 
Actions than the laſt was. Printing our Votes 
will be for the Honour of the King, and the 
{afgty of the Nation. I am confident if it had 
been neceſſary, you would have had Petitions 
trom the Parts. I come from, that your Actions 
might be made. publick. As I came hither , 
every body almott that I met'upon the Road, 
cryed, God bleſs you in what you are. going 
about. F Move therefore, that your Votes may 
be ordered forthwith to be Printed, with the reſt 
of your Proceedings ; and I ſhall only add,that 
your ſelf has done fo well in taking that care 
upon you the laſt Parliament, that the Houſe 
Till deſire you &b continue- them in the ſame 
Method. -. - - 

Sir /. C. "That which put me upon Moving 
the Printing your Votes the laſt Parliament , 
was falſe Copies thac went about in former Par- 
liaments, of the Votes arid Tranſa&ions of 
the Houſe. . *'Eet men think what they pleaſe, 
the weight 'of England is the. People ; and. "the 
more they know, the heavier will it be; add I 
could wiſh ſome would be fo wiſe as to con- 
fider-that this weight hath ſunk-11l Miniſters of 
State (almoſt) in all Ages;, ;ﬀand I do not in 
the leaſt doubt but it will do ſo to thoſe who 
are the Enemies of-our Religion-and Liberties. 
And the World will find the hogeſt Commons 
of Ergland will ſink Popery at lalt, therefore 1 
ſecond the Motion. 

Sec. F. I beg pardon if I conſent not to the 


Motion of Printing the Votes, &c. conſider 
the 


«i 
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the Gravity of this Aſſembly. There 15 n6 
great Aſſembly in Chriſtendom does it. *Tis 
againſt the gravity of this Allembly, and *cis 
a fort of Appeal to the People. "Tis againlt 
your gravity, and I am againſt it. 

H. B. It you had been a Privy-Counnci), then 
*ewere fit what you do ſhould be kept ſecret. 
Your Journal Books are open, and Copies of 
your Votes in every Coffee-Houſe; and if you 
Prine them not, half Votes will be diſperied to 
your prejudice. This Princing, ec. is like 
plain Engliſh-men, who are- not aſham'd of 
what they do; and the people whom you re- 
preſent, will have a true account of what you 
do; you may prevent the publithing what parts 
of the Tranſactions you pleaſe,and print the reſt. 

L. G. I find that thoſe who wrice out Votes 
and Tranſactions, and ſend them all England 
over, are favoured; : and 1 beheve: no. Gentle- 
man in the Houſe will be againſt Printing them 
but the Secretary. I hope you will not. have 
reaſon to be aſham'd of what you do, therefore 
I am for Printing, &-c. 

Col. M. By experience we have found, that 
when former Parliaments have been Prorogued 
or Diffolved, they have been ſent away with 
a Declaration againſt their proceedings. If 
our Actions be naught, let the World judge of 
them; if they be good, let chem have their 
vertue. *Tis fit that all Chrittendom ſhould 
have notice of -what you do, and Poſterity 
what you have done, and I hope they will do 
as you do, therefore I am for Printing, &c. 

Sir F. W. What has been- ſaid by the Secre- 
tary is a fingle Opinion,. (for he ſays, that 

V 2 Prin- 
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Printing the Votes is an Appeal to the People) 
I hope the Houſe will, take notice, that Print- 
ing the, Votes is not againſt Law, But pray 
who ſent us hither? The Privy.Coyncll is con- 
ſtituted by the King, but the Houſe of Conr 
mons is by the choice of the People. I think 
it not natural nor rational, that the People 
who ſent us hither, ſhould not be' informed of 
our Actions. In the Long Parkament.it was a 
Trade amongſt Clerks to write the Votes 
and diſperſe them, and were queſtioned for it ' 
there; but 'rwas then ſaid by a Learned Gen- 
tleman, that *rwas rio Offence to inform the 
People of the Votes of Parliament, the Journal 
Poouks being open, and the People ought to 
have notice of them. "The Long Pailiament 
were wile in their Generation, to conceal ma- 
ny things they did irom the Pcople, and yet 
the Clerk was ſent away, (who diſpericd the 
Votes) and had notliing done ro him. The 
Popiſh Party dread nothing more than Printing 
what you do, and I dread.a man in the Secre- 
caries polt, and fuch an Accuſation as was,up- 
on him in the laſt Parliament, that he ſhould 
hold ſach a Poſition, that Printing the Votes is 
an Appeal to the People. Vide rhe Printed Vote 
of the day. 


A Motion was made to enquire into the miſcar- 


riage of the Bill for Repeal of 25 El. &c. - 


R. H. I think the Motion is to enquire after 
the ſlipping of that Act the laſt Parliament,and 
not preſenting it for the Royal Afſent. For 
my own part, I look upon it as a breach of the 
conftitution of the Government. We are told 
that 
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that we are Republicans, and would change 
the Government ; but ſuch as are about to'do 
lo, *tis a natural fear in them to be thought fo, * 
and they will caſt it upon others. In a.crowd 
'tis frequent for Pickpockets to cry out, Gen- 
tlemen, have a care of your Pockets, that they 
may more ſecurely do it themſelves, and have 
the leſs ſuſpicion'upon them. will not offer this 
great thing to the conſideration to day, bur 
move you to Adjourn it till to morrow. 

Sir F. 3. I ſhall humbly pur in this word, I 
doubt this matter will be roo big to be debareg 
to day; 'tis of great importance, and will not 
be forgotcen; be pleated to Adjourn the De- 
bate, ec. 

Sir N. C, I humbly Move, that for the pre- 
fervation of the Proteſtane Religion, and the 
Kings Perſon, a Bill be brought in to prevent a 
Popiſh Succeſſor, and in particular againſt 
Fames Duke of York, the ſame Bill which paſt 
the laſt Parliament. 

Sec. F. You are upon riſing, and T ſhall not 
detain you long. I muſt give my Negative to 
this Motion, and my reaſon why I do fo, is, 
becauſe the King hath declared in his Speech, 
that as to' the point of altering the Succeſflion, 
he cannot depart from what he has ſo often 
declared. 'The King has given his Vote againſt 
it, and therefore I muſt do ſo too. 

L.G. "The Duke of York is in Scotland, and I 
hope the King will come up to what he has 
ſaid in his Speech. My Liberty and Property 
is dear to me, and Ile ſupport the King's Pre- 
rogative tob; and I hope we ſhall remove thoſe 
people, Briars and Thorns who ſcratch you in 

A'3 your 
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your Intentions againſt Popery which I ſes 
we cafinot prevent without this Bill to Exclude 
the D, &c. And therefore I am for it. 

Col. B. I am heartily glad to find that che 
Zcal of the Houſe ſtill continues for the pre- 
{ervation of the Proteſtant Religion. My O- 
pinion is, that we cannot preſerve the Prote- 
ſtant Religion with a Popith Succefſour to the 
Crown, no more than Water can be kept cold 
in the hot Pot; but TI would do it in all the de- 
cent, ways to-come at it. The King recom- 
mends to you in his Speech, to look back to 
what he formerly faid as to the Succeſſion, &c. 
It there be no other way to prevent Popery, 
but a Bill to exclide the D. &c. from the Suc- 
ceſhon, &c. my Opinion is, That *rwill be 
more decent to our Prince, and better tor 
thoſe who fent us hither, that before the Bill 
be broitght in, to give it the honour of a day, 
to confider of Expedients to fave Religion un- 
der a Popiſh Succeilour ; for that I ſhall expect 
from ſome Honourable Perſon : bur if none 
come, then you may procecd to this Bill with 
more honour, Theretore I move to appoint a 
day to conſider of it. : 

Sit F. E. I ſhould riot have troubled. you, 
but from what was ſpoke laſt. By all means 
juit and lawful, we are to ſecure our Religion 
and Properties : We ſee the great attempts 
made upon ts from Rome, and we muſt do 
ſomething for our farther ſecurity. I will not 
iheak of the former Bill of Excluding the D. 
&Cc. nor of the King's Speech, that gives you 
Jatitude for Expedients ; and I would not of- 
ler any, if I thoughtthey would not do as well 

as 
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as that Bill, which 1s but an Expedient. But be” 
caulz the King has declared againſt that Bill, 
and invited you to Expedients, I would not put 
that Bill any more to the hazard of rejeRions 
but think of ſome Expedients. 

I. H. I can fee no Expedient to ſave Re- 
ligion and preſgrve the King's perſon , but 
the Bill co Exclude the D; &c.. All Gentle- 
men Þ believe would be willing as to the Man- 
ner and ſave the Matter: But when our Prince 
is incompaſled (all ) with the D's Creatares, 
the D's ſafety is becauſe of their dependencies : 
The danger is not from” Popery, but from the 
K's being encompaſſed with the D's Creatures. 
I would proceed in this matter with all decen- 
Cy; and lince a day is moved for, pray let's 
have time to conlider. 

Sir C. M. You are invited by the K's gra- 
cious Motion to conſider how.to preſerve Re- 
ligion, &c. I defire we may not now put. 2 
Queſtion for bringing in a Bill to ſeclude the 
D. &c. ell: properly we cannot conſider any 
Expedients tor preſervation of Religion. 

B. . The conlideration of the preſervation 
of the Proteſtant Religion, is of chat weight, 
that chough we have ſhew'd our Zzal to it, 
yet I would not run upon a thing of this great 
nature , wichout conſideration. They who 
adviſed the K's Speech, mult anſwer for ir. 
The words of the Speech ace, If any other way 
can be found out, &c. Vide L think thoſe abour 
the King have done enough to ruin Him and 
Us : But I would have the K. ſee we are 1o far 


. Irom putting him upon that ſtreſs, that we 


would help him out. I chink chat Speech the 
V- 4 King 
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King read to us, to have nothing of the King's 
in it ; Heis a better man, and a better Prote- 
ſtant, than to do it of Himſelf : Therefore 1 
would not put on a Reſolntion as flat and as 
ſhore as that is in the K's Speech. The King 
has gone as far as this Reſolution in his Speech 
comes to, in his Declaration;about Dillenters 
formerly ; and' yet from the- Reaſons: from 
Hence, he was perſwaded to revoke it. If 
erſons have been ſo prevalent as to put the 
King upon this Speech, ler me ſee thoſe per- 
ſons ſo forward to bring the King into a thing 
to help him out ; if they do not, 'I hope the 
King will lay the blame at their doors, and 
not at ours. If they could have told us what 
Expedients were neceſſary, they would have 
- put them into the King's Speech, and the Re- 

Rida rr of nor alteripg the Succeſſion 
would have been left out. A little conſidera- 
tion in this great matter, can do us no hurt, 
and will fatisfie the People without doors : 
But if they about the King can find out no Ex- 
pelient, [ baps he will lay them aſide, and 
take their counſel no more. 'Put not off this 
Conſideration farther than Saturday ; and if 
they can find us out an Expedient berwixt this 
and then, *tis very well: 

H. P. I have always obſerved, that the moſt 
deliberate Proceedings have had the belt ſuc- 
ceſs here, and the beſt reputation abroad. I 
am as willing as any man ro come to this mo- 
ved for, but with deliberate fteps, For my 
fhare, though I hear of Expedients abroad, 
' yet I cannot conceive that a Title or Name can* 

deftroy ths nature .of Expedients. But the 
| | | King, 
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King in his Speech has held you out a' Handle 
(Vide) And I would not give thoſe about 
the King occaſien to' fay, that this Houle is 
' running into a Breach with him. I would pay 
the King all the reſpe& in the world, and you, 
cannot avoid ſetting apart a time to conſider. 
Expedients; and I would not mix any, thing 
with the Debate that day. I think to morrow 
is too ſoon to debate it : I ſhall propoſe Satur- 
day for that Conſideration ;- and then let us do 
what's fit in ſo weighty a matter. 

R. H. This is a matcer of great weight, and 
I would adjourn ic to to-morrow. For the 
reaſon of propoſing Expcdients, I donot move 
to adjourn for that ; for 'tis as little” reafon to 
me to expect any, as *cwas the laſt Parliament. 
That Parliament gave Reaſons why no Expe- 
dients could be of any effe&t, bur this Bill of 
Exclution; and that Parliament ſaw enough - 
of Expedients. There are a great many talk- 
ed of abroad in the ſtreets, and won't you 
hear Expedients? What can a man fay leſs 
with any modeſty ? But no man can fay but 
we are in danger of loſing our Religion, if the 
D. ſhould come to the Crown. Bur the Qu . 
ſtion before you is, Whether you'l pur off this 
Debate ? Therefore 1 move that the Houſe will 
take into Debate the ſecurity of the Proteſtant 
Religion to morrow. 

Sir F. I. All that I ſhall propoſe is, Thac 
you would ſo word the Queſtion as to have 
no diminution to the Motion made for the 
Bill, &c. upon your Books, nor prejudice, nor 
reflexion. When this Bill paſt the laſt Parlia- 
ment, it was Nemine Contradiceute 3 ' and moſt 
| OF 
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of this Parliament were of the laſt. For Fx- 

zents, *tis a word- mightily uſed and talked 
of, and willingly embraced ; but. none 
have been propoſed. Let this matter be reaf: 
ſumed on Saturday morning, and fo taken into 
conſtderation to ſecure the Proteſtant Religi- 
on ; and not to let appear upon your Books 
any thing relating to Expedients or preventing 
a Popiſh Succeilour. 

F. T. 1 was much furprized at the King's 
Speech, confiderin,,. your weighty Reaſons tor 
the Bill, ec. the Ialt Parliament ; and that the 
Lords tound out no Expedients for preſervati- 
on of Religion, .and yer threw our che B.lI. 
But that the King may ſee ghat wnat we do, 
is cut of real Tenſe of the danger we are in 
from a Popiſh Succeſtour, and not in Cotradi> 
Qtion to him ; and when nothing is found out 
co ſave us, we may juſtitic our felves in what 
we do. I am. for adjourning the Debate. Vere, 
wide the Print. 


Friday, March 25. 1681. 


Thanks moved for. free Choice of Members. 

F.S.NT TFT ten there has been_ a general Cor- 

ruption, and all have not done 
their duty, you ſhould diſtinguiſh and pive 
thanks to thegr that have; aud formerly you 
have done to Officers for doing thgif duty in 
ſuppreſſion of Popery, when through the cor- 
ruption of the times lome have not done their 
duty. Nothing 15 more Patliamentary thanto 
return 
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return Thanks to thote who, have ' freely and 
without expence choſen you Members ; and-I 
defire that the Members ſo eleted may be'or-. 
dercd to ſend their Thanks to thoſe who choſe 
them. - Vide the Vote in the print. 


The loſs of whg Bill fer repeal of 35 Eliz 
moved. 

Sir W. F. This matter deferves material 
conſideration, whether in reſpe& of the. loſs 
of the: Bill, or the ſhaking of the very Conſti- 
cution of Parliament. The Bill that is loſt is 
ot great moment, . and of great ſervice to the 
Country, and perhaps to their Jives in the time 
of, a Popiſh Succeflonr, Thoſe mem that hin- 
dred the paſling that Bill, had a proſpe& of 
that ; :ndif it be ſent up again, we are like 
to-meet wich great oppoſition. Bur be the Bill 
what it will, the Preſident is of the higheſt 
conſequence: The King has his Negative to all 
Bills ; but I never knew that the Clerk of the 
Parliament had a Negative, it he laid ir aſide 
or not. But conſider, if we ſend up many 
good Bills, if this be not ſearched into, we 
may bedeprived of them. No man that knows 
Law or Hiſtory, but can tell chat to Bills 
Grateful and Popular the K. gives his conſent 
tothem—— Bur if chis way be found out, that 
Bills ſhould be chrown by, 1t may be hereafter 
laid, they were forgot and: laid by, and ſo we 
ſhall never know whether the K.wauld paſs them 
or no. Ifthis be ſuffered, 'tis in vain to ſpend 
time here 3 and *twill be a great matter te 
find time to redreſs it. I Move therefore, that 
a Meſlage bg fent to the Lords for a Conte- 


rence, 
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rence, that ſome way may be found out vo give 
vs ſatisfaction in this great matter. 

. H. B. i do concur with the Gentleman 
ſpoke laſt, that Parliaments are Prorogued and 
Diſſolved by the King ;' and now here is a new 
way found out to fruſtrate _u The King 
cannot take one part of a Bill, and reje& ano- 
ther, but gives a diret anſwer to the whole. 
But to avoid that, this Bill was never preſent- 
ed to. the King, a thing never done before. I 
deſire we may ſend to the-Lords for a Confe- 
. Tenice, to repreſent this Innovation, and that a 
Commitrtee be appointed to draw up Reaſons 
for the Managers. | 

IF. G. þ was a friend to this Bill, and I agree 
in all things concerning the weight of ie: The 
laying this Bill afide, is fuch a Breach of the 
Conſtitution of Parliament, that *cis in vain 
to paſs any Bill if this Mifcarriage be not 
ſearched into. By the Conſtitution of Parlia- 
ments, all Bills but Money: Bills, after they are 

aſt both Houſes, are depoſited in the Lords 
avg and *tis below you to look after the 
Clerks for this Bill. Jf the Lords give you no 
anſwer for the loſs of this Bill, that + ſatisfa- 
Rory ; I would then ſend to them to know a 
Reaſon why the Bill was, not tendered to His 
Majeſty with the other Bills. 

Sir R. H. I would have you ſearch the Lords 
Journals, and if you find no account of the 
Bill there, then *rwill be time for us to go 0 
the Lords to require ſatisfaRion. 

+ Sir R. 7. I have not much to offer you, but 
I fully concur in the weight and conſequence 
of this matter, and .you are to take all che care 
you 
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you can to ſecure it for the future. Never 
any thing of this nature was done before, but 
the Bill for obſervation of the Lords day in the 
late long Parliament. *Twas left upon the 
Table at a Conference, and ftolen away: Bue 
*tis not proper (I conceive) to take notice of 
this in a Meſlage to the Lords, becauſe the mif- 
catriage of this Bill was in another Parliament. 
The matter muſt go upon a defire of a Confe- * 


- rence with the Lords, concerning' the Rights 
- and Priviledges of both Houſes of Parlia- 


ment; and then you may appoint a Commitee 
to inform you of the progreſs of this matter. 

E. V. I think the ' paſting over the inquiry 
after the loſs of the Bill of the Sabbath, in the 
lace long Parliament, was the great occaſion of 
the loſs of this. Conſider how many inter- 
ruptions Parliargents haye had of late in the 
greateſt butineſs, by Prorogations and Diffolu- 
tions ; and another way to gratifie yodr Ene- 
mies, 1s to ſtifle your Laws, when'they have a 
mind the Pcople ſhould have no benefit of 
them, though they have paſſed both Houſes. 
Therefore I move, ec. ut ante. 

Sir H.C; T differ only as to the words. 1 
agree to a Conference, but no more to be ſaid, 
than to know what's become of the Bill ; for 
the Lords are the Depoſitors of all Bills bur Mo- 
ney. Without any other words, I would ſend 
to the Lords for a Conference to know what's 
become of the Bill. I know but of three Ne- 
gatives, but byathis proceeding here is a fourth 
Negative, which may deſtroy che Government. 

S T: ”Tis the beſt way in this matter to ob- - 
obſerve old Methods; andthe beſt Method ro 


know 
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know the Lords minds, is by Conference. I re- 
member in the late long Parliament, the Lords 
ſent to us for a Conference, :and art it told, the 
Roof of our Houſe was falling on our heads ; 
but they ſent'us not a Meſſage of the danger 
we were in by the falling of the Roof, but de- - 
fired a Conference about a matter of great con- 
ſequence. Therefore I would now ſend to the 
Lords for a Conference of matters relating to 
the Nation. * | 

R. H. I] would fay this, We deſire a Confe- 
rence with the Lords concerning the Conſticu- 
tion of Parliaments in matters relating to paſ- 
ing of Bills. Vide Printed Vote, 

Sir 7, L. This is a thing of as high weight as 
we can confer upon. Therefore [ would not 
do lefs than in a thing of lefler moment. Let 
a Committee meet, and then agree of the fub- 
ject-matter ;' till then you kngw not what to 
ſay at the Conference; 'and *twill be Adunday 
at the ſooneſt before you can do it. I ſhall of- 
fer another thing” at the Conterence z I would 
offer the Lords the conſequence of this way of 
proceeding, and to deſire the Lords to put the 
thing into a way of Examination; chat the Com- . 
plices may be fit for puniſhment: And at the 
ſame Conference, would defrtre a Commitrtee 
of both Houſes cor confider where the Miſcar- 
riape lay. 

Danby's Caſe Reported, &c..The account of Fitz- 
harris, and the Libel read, &c. Treby*s Ex- 
amination, KC, | 

Sir F. H. I humbly Move Fitzbarrs's Exami- 
nation may be printed, for the World to fee 


the Devilliſh Confpiracies of the Pap/ts. 5 
| ir 
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Sir J/. F. 1 like the Motion for Printing j; no- © 
thing is in this Paper but what's fit to be prin- 
ted. Ir fully makes out thoſe Informations you 
have had before. And becauſe we all- know 
that ſince my Lord Stafford's Tryal people have 
been prevailed upon to believe the Plot noe true, 
and this confirms Oats and Bedloes Intormations, 
I would have them Printed, but not the Libel- 
lous Paper which refle&ts upon the King. 

Sec. F. I will not trouble you bur with that 
part I had in this affair. The Paper was read 
over to the King by Sir il, Waller. Therefore 
according to the King's Command, I iilued out 
a Warrant for apprehending Fitzharrs, and dir 
I. Waller was to take care of the execution of 
the Warrant. 

Sir F. W. This is a matter of great Impor- 
tance, and we ought to acquie our elves in it 
like wiſe men. We that come out of the Coun- 
trey hear, that that Trealonable Paper which 
has been read by Sir W. Waller, was to have been 
ſent to many Gentlemen, they to have been 
{eized thereupon, as Traytors in the Conſpira- 
Cy; it may be this and was that new Plor. All 
we have is at the ſtake, therefore how long ac 
ſhort our ſitting is like tobe here (the Trooper 
Harriſon {aid there would be other Guards at 
Oxford) let not our courage leflen. Tis be- 
ing our caſe, let us go to the bottom of this 
buſineſs of Fitzharrss: Therefore I Move, he 
may be ſent for and Impeached. We, know 
by experience, when once an Accuſation is in 
Parliament on Record, and in the greateſt 
Court of the Kingdom made known, Male: 
{factors have not been cleared, and you have 
had 
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had Juſtice; therefore I would have carc taken 
that this Man be Impeached of High Treaſon, 
and it may be he will relent and cell you all. 

Sir R. C. When Firzharrs's Examination was 
taken at Newgate, he asked whether he had 
faid enough to ſave his life. I told him, I 
thought he had not dealt ingenuouſly, unleſs 
he would tell what Counſel he had for Draw- 
ing and Modelling the Paper ; and I bid him be 
ingenuous in the whole matter, and I would 
come and take his farther Examination. But 
the next day after he promiſed this, ho was re- 
moved out of our reach into the Tower. Im- 
peachment Ordered, vide in the Print. 

"Twas moved that Secretary Jen. ſhould carry up 

the Impeachment to the Lords. 

Sec. F. The ſending me, upon this Meſlage, 
ec. refle&ts upon the King my Maſter; and do 
what you will with me I will not go. Many 
called, To the Bar, to the Bar, 

Sir T. L. I would not have faid one word, 
but that the very Being of Parkament is in the 
Caſe. *Tis to no end to fic here any longer it 
this be ſuffered. There can be no ground, rea- 
fon, or thought, to bring the King in queſtion, 
or refle&tion upon him in this Impeachment, of 
on the Secretary. But tor him to ſay, do what 
'you will with me, I will not go with the Im- 

eachment, is what I never heard ſaid in Par- 
iament before. Let the words fell from him 
be written down before he explain them, ac- 
cording to the Order of the Houſe. 

Sir G. H. I never heard ſuch words before, 
that the whole Houſe of Commong ſhould re- 
fle& upon the King, and that he will not obey 
your 
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your Order ; let the words be written downs 

7. T7. The Houſe will be contemptible to 
the extreameſt degree if this be ſuffered. Such 
a thing as never was in Parliament before, 
that the whole Houſe ſhould retle& on the 
King, and for him to ſay, do what you will, I 
will not go. Moves ut ante. 

Sec. F. I faid no ſuch thing that the Houſe 
reflected on the King, but that I take it as a 
refletion upon the King my Maſter. 

7. T. His words were, "This had not been 
put upon me, but for the Character I bear. 

At laſt the Secretary's words were thus ſtated , 

The Meſſage is put upon me for the Charatter 
I bear. 1 value not my Life nor Liberty, do 
what you will, I will not go. 

Sec. F. I ſay this is put upon me, to my ap- 
prehent1on, for the Character I bear, and do 
what you will with me, I will not go. 

Sir W. F. I am ſorry to ſee any Member be- 
have limſfelt at this rate. This Deportment 
confirms me in the opinion of the defign of 
{ome men,to ſuppreſs the Honour of this Houſle- 
There has been a Book wricten,(which l hope in 
time will be inquired after ) That the Houſe of 
Commons ſprang firſt out of Rebellion in ZZ. 3. 
time. This goes on this day in the ſame me- 
thod. Let a man be of what Qualicy he will, 
if he be too big to be your Member, he is not 
to be choſen. To ſcorn the Commands of the 
Houfe, and to: be too big to be a Meſſenger of 
the Houſe of Commons! Secretaries are ſent 
of Meſlages every day, and is he too big a 
Meſlenger to accule a perſon of the Popiſh 
Plot? His words ſeem to import, as if the King 

would 
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would not have the profecution of the Plot. If 
this be fo, fit no longer here, but go home. His 
Character is great, and he may be privy to 
things hid from us, by this excraordtnary car- 
Triage. Are we come to that pals, to be dealt 
withal, as none of our Predeceſlors ever were? 
If my Brother or Son dealt with the Houſe 
thus, I would call him to account, For ought 
I fee, he provokes the Hauſe more by his Ex- 
Planation, therefore pray go on. 

Sec. . I am as ready, and think my ſelf as 
much obliged to obey the Commands of the 
Houſe, as any man here. The Office I have 
excludes me not from it; but the thing I ſtand 
upon is, that the Motion was carried on in Rt- 
dicule. I have an Honour tor this; ahg ever 
had for all Houſes of Commons ; but in this 
Mciſage I muſt and will be excuſed: 

Sir H. C. Ridicule is not a word proper for 
a3 Houſe of Commons; and what is appointed 
by this Houſe, is done with all gravity, cſpe- 
cially where the life of a man 1s concerned, 
Ve are in an uniortunate Age, now things 
come to more light than before, that it ſhould 
be ſaid that Impeachments ſtrike at the King, 
chat the Dukes Bill, &>c. is aimed ar the King; 
I am ſorry to here it faid here, as well as in 
other places: This Employment he 1s put up- 
on, is for the Kings Service, and he tells you 
it reflets upon the King. All 15 renveried, it 
what the Commons do, muſt be as if it refte- 
cted upon the King. I have all imaginable-re- 
iped to the King : bur, Sir, we are un a Ship, 
and we have to do with the Maſter, and he 
with us. If chis Gentieman would make any 
ore 
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fort of excuſe, I would willingly accept it; but 
he has not taken off his Crime, but rather ag- 
gravated ict. If he have nothing farther to fay, 
he muſt withdraw, and then you'l have a Mo- 
tion made for the Honour of the Houle. 

Sir 7: M. I, krow no other difference in any 
perſon here; it the S2cretary ſaid; I choughc 
it reflected on the King, a man may be nuſta- 
ken in his choughts; and in caſe it be fo, he 
would ſuffer any thing under that refle&ion. 
He ſaid it was his choughts, that the carrying 
the Meſſage was a refletion upon the King, 
and in that caſe would ſuffer any ching rather 
than a reflection upon the King and his Cha- 
racer. 

Sir F. E. *Tis an ill thing to ſtumble at the 
entrance; I hope the Secretary intended no 
dif-lervice to the Houſe, but on a miſtake : I 
did apprehend ir, and {ome others, that ic was 
in jeſt. But in jeſt or earneſt, one ought to 
obey the Commands of the Houle; but every 
man cannot ſubdue his own Heazt. Burt [ 
would know upon farther conſideration, whe- 
ther the Secretary will undertake this Service 
or no. I amthe worſt Advocate in the World 
for any obſtinate perſon. Bur I humbly offer, 
whether the Gentleman will ſerve. you or no 
before he withdraw. 


Ernl. removed from hs place and whypered with 
the Secretary. 


Sec. F. Since the Houſe is ſo favourable as 
to hear me, I ſhall only ſay, that I did appre- 
hend ſending me with the Meſſage to the Lords, 
was a refle&tion upon the King; it I did appre- 

> hend 
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hend it a reflection upon my Maſter, I could 
not but reſent it. I am heartily ſorry I have 
incurred the diſpleaſure of the Houſe, and 1 
hope they will pardon the treedom of the ex- 
preflion. I apprehended it a refle&tion upon 
che King, and no other conſideration whatſo- 
ever induced me to ſay the words. 

M.F. I look upon this has come from the 
Secretary, as ſo great a Reflection upon the 
Houſe, that he ought to come to the Bar upon 
his knees, and ask pardon of the Houle. 

H. B. We ate all ſubjed& to. Infirmities; ſee- 
ing that the thing is fo, the Secretary could not 
apprehend any reflection on the King by lend- 
ing him with the Meflage, but he might appre- 
hend 1t on himſelt; it was a little ſmilingly 
moved : Þut ſince he has explained himſelf, I 
would have this, &c. paſt by, as I would on 
the like occalion delire tor my felt. 

Ld. C. "The Gentlemans fault is a great one, 
bur that atcer he has begg'd the pardon of the 
Houle, 1 am willing to paſs it over. Though 
ir bs a great fault, yet *tis too little to give oc- 
Caiion of a Breach at this time. 

Sec. F. I am ready to obey the Order of the 
Houſe, and 1 am lorry my words gave offence. 

So he went on the Meſſape. 

Cel. B. We ought all ro give God thanks for 
this Diſcovery ot Fitzhbarrz, next to phe firſt 
Diſcovery of the Plot. Ir is a great ſervice to 
the Nation, and *cis not the firſt that Sir 1. Ial- 
ler has done, It ever the thanks of the Houſe 
was deierved, it 1s for this Dilcovery ; and I 
move Sir W., Waller may have the thanks of che 

Houle. Ordered, vide the Print, 
by Saturday, 
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Saturday, March 26. 1681. 


Order of the Day, vide Print. 

Sir R. C.T Confteſs I have been full of expeRa- 

tion of ſome Expedient to ſecure 
the Life of the King, and the Prore/fant Religt- 
on, without the Bill for mrs, the Dake, 
&c. My expecation 1s from thole who oppo- 
ſed the Expedient of the Bill, (for I can call 
it no otherwiſe) I have in my weak jadgment 
weighed all Expedicnts I have heard of, and 
they ſeem all ro me to be a breach of the Con- 
ſtitution of the Government, and to throw us 
into diſorder and confuſion. I have heard that 
it has been an ancient uſage that Members have 
conſulted their Ciries, Burroughs, and Conn- 
ties in any thing of weight, as well as giving 
Money, before they reſolved it. The practice 
was good, and TI with it were continued; and 
we can diſcharge our Truſt no betcer, than in 
obſerving the direction of thoſe who ſent 'us 
hither. I received an Addreſs from the City 
of London ( having the Honour to be one of 
their Repreſentatives) in the matter of chis Bill 
of Excluding the Duke, &c. I hearoly wiſh 
ſome Expedient may be tound oug to fave our 
Religion withouc ir. Bur I muſt purſue ny 
Truſt, therefore I move a Bill may be brought 
in to Exclude all Popjfh Succeitors, and in par- 
ticular Fames Duke of York, 

Ld. K. I have the ſame Obligation upon me 
as the worthy perſon that ſpoke laſt, from the 
County I haves the honour to 1erve tor. I have 

3-1 been 
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been long of Opinion, that nothing but this 
Bill can ſecure us from Popery. In the long Par- 
liament, *twas ſaid, that the Duke was a Papi/# ; 
and the danger of his Power will be more now, 
and every day informs us of the ſad con{equen- 
ces of it. I ſhould be glad if any thing but this 
Bill could ſecure us. I know nothing elle can, 
therefore I humbly Move for it, ec. 

R. M. The ſecurity of the Proteſtant Religion, 
and the preſervation of the Kings Perton, is ot, 
1o great weight, that we ſhould not have ſtaid 
to this day to Exclude the Duke; but I am ſor- 
ry to hear that Language, that becauſe the King 
has faid in his Speech, he will ſtick to his for- 
mer Reſolution in not altering the Succeltion, 
&c. and propoſes a kind of Expetlient, &c. 
but in this we are not uſed as an Ergliſh Parlia- 
ment, but a French, to be told what we are to 
do, and what not ; *tis the greateſt Arbitrary 
Power'in Exgland to cow a Parliament, which 
may be was in deſign to bring us hither ; but 
be we called to 777k, or any part of England, 
I believe we ſhall be the ſame men we arc here, 
and were at Weſtminſter. My Lord Danby Dil- 
ſolved the long Parliament, and ſaid, he had 
ſpoiled the old Rooks, and had took away 
their falſe Dice; and then ſtarted in the new 
Miniſters, and they ſhuffle and cut again, and 
Diffolve Parliaments, till they can get one for 
their turn. I have heard much weight laid up- 
on Ditinheriting the Duke ; ſure no Father 
would ſcruple to Difinherit a Son, or a Bro- 
ther, nor turn away Seryants that would ruine 
him. If Biſhops and Counſellors wonld ſpeak 
plain,they cannot anſwer deferring our ery 
© 
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ſo long. But neither the Miniſters of the Gor * 
ſpel have endeavoured the. preſervatian at our 
Religion, nor the Miniſters of State the Go- 
vernment, ' bath acting againſt Religion and 
Safety of the King's Perſon : And I have no 
expeRation of our fafety, - bur the Bill ro ex- 
clude the Duke; and therefore I move for 
it, ec. 

H. C. If this Debat2 muſt be proc:eded in 
with the Regularity and Cucumipedion ir 
ought to be, you have tranſgrefled the Order 
of the day already. Several Gentlemen te]l 
us, that there is no Expedicnt, but none tell us 
what is. All men beleve the Religion of the 
Duke is as fatal a thing to the Nation as can 
be, ſhould he come to be King ; and what do 
they deſerve that perverted the Duke ? But'lce 
us conſider what depends upon this Houſe, and 
Jet us proceed like men. 1t we are of opinion, 
that Exclufion gf the Duke is the beſt way to 
preſerve Religion, this Houle cannot do it a- 
lone; if we cannot have that beſt way, 'we 
are guilty to our Country,-1t we take none. 
IF a man be ſick, and ſo ordered that nothing 
mult be taken but hy direction of three Phy- 
ſitians, and two are for giving him the Jeſuits 
Powder, and one againlt it, aad he thinks he 
does the duty of his profeſſion ; but they all 
three not agreeing it, muſt the Patient take 
nothing ? And we are but one part of the Le- 
giſlative power, Burt far Expedients, I remem- 
ber in the Dutch War, the Houſe went into a 
grand Committe, to conſider Expedients for 
raiſing Money, to ſave Land-Tax. A man 
whoever he be, that propoſes an a” 
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will deſire leave to make good that Expedient, 
and muſt ſpeak it may be often to it; bur if 
it prove to be none, that man will be tramp- 
led upon. - A Committee of the whole Houſe 
will be moſt proper for this purpoſe. If chere 
be a diſpute which queſtion ſhall take place, 
it the firſt be denyed, the other may take its 
place; but not one to exclude all the reſt, as 
this Bill will do. Let it be Exclufion or Limi- 
tation, or what it will, your order is general, 
to find out means againſt Popery, and preſer- 
vation of the Kings Life. When men preſs on 
ſo faſt, they may come late into their Inn by 
tyring their Horſes. Let a grand Committee 
try Expedients, elſe *tis not conſultare but dice- 
re. T am of a contrary opinion of having 
this great matter Debated in the Houſe, and 
for the reaſon I have told you ; and if Gentle- 
men you will do reaſonably, a grand Com- 
mittee is your way to proceed in. 

F. S. You have had Motions propoſed for 
Expedients, but there is not a word of Expe- 
dients in the Order, and that anſwers it. (The 
Order was read.) Thoſe who were here preſent 
when the Order was made, have left it tree for 
a Bill, or any other thing ; and therefore they 
are not tyed to have Bills, or offer Expedients 
againſt Bills. .To the ſimile of the three Phy- 
{icians, that two could do nothing without the 
third, though one was for one thing, and an- 
other for another; if the caſe beſuch, that the 
wwo in the judgment of the third, did offer no- 
thing to the ſick man but what” was Morrtal, * 
he ventures upon his own Diſreputation to 
JVvn with them. However, the three Phyſiti- 
ans 
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ans do not agree ; we never yet lawany thing 
from the Lords in anſwer to this Bill ; all Expe- 
dients have hitherto been to increaſc our fears 
of the King, and to haſten our undoing ; and 
when all was at {ftake, to have Parliaments . 
Diſſolved, that was an ill Expedient. "Thoſe 
who were near the King, and altered their 
own judgments, and are come: over to this 
Bill, ec. they are all put away, ahd thoſe 
about the King now are tor Expedients. "The 
Council of the Jeſuits, they have their end, by 
diſappointing the Kingdom, and by raiſing the 
Fears of the .People, eicher to take up with a 
falſe Securiry, as good as none, and foto im- 
poſe Popery upon them that way ; or to bring 
the Kingdom into diforder When Religion, 
and Laws, and all are ac the diipoſe of a Po- 
piſh Succeſſor, the Kingdom will be in great 
diſorder, that the Proteſtants will not be able 
ro enjoy them quietly ; the Papiſts have no fi- 
rer way to effect their end. For the Houſe to 
20 into a Grand Commitrtee, *tis a Motion of 
great weight. If you deny it, it looks as if 
you would precipitate and deny tree Debate : 
If yon accept it, you will he under the Incon- 
yeniency of Delay ; and who knows how long 
we have to fit? It we were ſure of our time, 
co fit two or three Months, I would be willing 
to go into a Grand Committee. Bur as to the 
ill umbrage of refuſing a Committee, *tis' not 
like other Caſes. I would have an Inſtance, 
if ever in a thing of this weight, the Houſe 
went into a Grand Comnuttee, This Matte; 
of Excluding the Puke, has been depending 
ewo Parliaments, and any other way for our 
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* Security would have been accepted. Nothing 


elſ> could be found out the laſt Parliament, the 
whole Kingdom was ſatisfied. with nothing 
elle. And now what reaſon is there to go in- 
to a Grand Committe, for a thing 1ſo often de- 
bated to the bottom? No man can deny, but a 
Grand Committee is proper, when ſomething 
of an Expedient is offer'd ; but to-offer it 
gengrally, is as if the thing was never conſulted 
nor debated before. I never ſaw any Expedi- 
ent but this Bill,nor any Reaſon offer'd againſt 
the Bill, but ſet it atide, and think of Expedi- 
ents. Therefore pray proceed according t 
the Order. . 
L. G. If any Gentleman have Expedicants, 
I defire he. would propoſe-them ; if they be of 
any weight, they will deſerve well of the 
Houle ; if it ſeems to them they will give us 
ſecurity, I would be glad to hear them. 


S:;r F. E. When the Motion was firſt made 


for going into a. Grand Committee to hear 
Expedients, &c. I did then facond it, far this 
Reaſon ; becauſe of the Honour of the Place 
I ſerve in. I did underſtand by the King's 
Spzech, there was Expedients. I am unwilling 
to determine the ſenſe of apy man, who am of 
the weakeſt : But a Motion was firſted and 
ſeconded for a Commictee of the whole Houſe, 
and when this is done, I ſhall offer ſomething. 
7. B. 1 muſt ſpeak again that Queſtion of a 
Grand Committee, pray keep to the Order of 
th2 Day. Expedients that have been moved 
for already, as the Jeſuits Powder for an A- 
gue, &c. but our Diſeaſe is a Pluriſie, and we 
muſt let Blood. Let us go to what will hy” our 
ult- 
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Buſineſs, and it may be we-muſt have other 
Expedients to fortifie the Bill. I would have 
che Houſe rightly underſtand, that thoſe who 
are againſt going into a Grand Commirtee, 
are for excluding the Dake from the Succeflt- 
on; and thoſe who are for a Grand Commir« 
tee, are for him to ſucceed ; and put the Que- 
ſtion if you pleale. 

Sir F. R. To exciude the Dake from the 
Succeſlion, ec. that is a good -Expedient to 
prevent Popery ; pray let that, or others that 
{ball be preſented, be conſidered. 

Sir T.M | there be but one Expedient offer'd, 
I] do nor think that Ground luffcient to go intq 
a Grand Committee to conſider it ; but poſh» 
bly there may be ſeveral. "This Bill is agreed 


'to be an Expedient; and I have known, that 


in a bulineſs of leſs weight than this, you have 
gone intoa Committee, &c. If an Expedient 
muſt be offered in the Houſe, you cannot but 
allow Gentlerhen to make Replies in a fair 
Debate, or anſwer Objections. And if you in 
the Houſe will depart from that Form, the 
Houſe- or Committee .are equal to me. But 
our Debate is broke ; one Gentleman ſaid, he 
would be content with a Committee, if not 
intended for delay. I do not doubt but chis 
day will have its full effz&. When *twas moved 
on Thur{day laſt, for this day to take into con- 
tideration the Preſervation of Religion, without 
naming Bill or Expedients, it gave a great 
Credic to your Work. I would have no dit- 
couragements upon People that have Expedi- 
ents, by not going into a Grand Committee. 


R, H. 
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R. H. We are perplexed in having ſeveral 
aeſtions on foot. I ſhall put you in mind, 

that this Bill now propoſed, is no new nor 

ſtrange thing. Our bulineſs, I ſuppoſe, is to 
find out Expedients to preſerve the Proteſtant 

Religion, and the King's: Perſon ; here is a 

way has paſt two Parliaments already ; a way 


no reaſonable Obje&ion has ever been made 


againſt it ; and a way reje&ed by the Lords 
in groſs, without offering any other. But I 
doubt, it other Expedients be tried , if they 
prove falſe, we ſhall endanger the Proteſtant 
Religion. Some have ſaid, that Gentlemen ap- 
prehend they have Expedients ; why then 
may they not be. propounded, that the Houſe 
may judge whether 'twill be worth going into 
a Grand Committee to conſider them ? Bur if 
Gentlemen will have it their own way, or not 
at all, I'll tell you how this looks, as it they 
were ſomething one way, and -nothing ano- 
ther : but he does not diſcharge his Duty to his 
Country, that does {o ; theretore if Gentlemen 
have any Expedients, pray let them offer them. 

Sir F. E. If the Houſe be of a mind to en- 
ter into a Grand Committee, I ſhall offer my 
little Mite, as *tis every Mans duty to offer Ex- 
pedients that has any. I doubt not but 
other men have, and better than me ; but if 
we go not into a Grand Committee, I (hall 
offer what | have. 1 do apprehend by the Bill 
propoſed, that 'tis a Bar to the Succeſſion af 
the Duke, and places the Succeſſion in the next 
. Heir. I ſhall propoſe, if you pleaſe, not the 
Name of King, but the Power, as a Regency, 
in the next Heir: tis no new thing in or 

an! 


( 325 ) 


and France, and (God knows) we have feer ic 
done in our Kingdom. If the Adminiſtration 
be placed fafe in the Perſon, that may have no 
power to reſign to the Duke, and may have tull 
Power and Anthority at the Death of the 
King to call that Parliament which fate laſt, 
who ſhall have cime to fit to confirm this by 
Ac of Parliament. I hope this may be done, 
and may be done ſafely, it you can contrive 
{uch a way. 

Sir N.C. As I underſtand, *tis propos'd, that 
the Government ſkall be in Regency during the 
Dukes Life. I would be ſatisfied, it the Duke 
will not ſubmit to that, whether thoſe that 
fight againſt it are not Traytors in Law. 

Sir I. P. I think this you are upon a Mat- 
ter of great weight; ſome Expedient has been 
offered you ; I believe as yet but a crude. one, 
and I cannot imagine will ever be an efteuai 
one. He that moved it, tells you, he hopes, 
when drawn into betrer form, it may do what 
you defire. Ir excludes the Duke, and in his 
place, the next in the Succethion ſhall have the 
Regency in him.—— Bur our laſt Ac left it 
in the Law. Conlider what is a Regency ; | 
never heard of it, but of a Prince in pofle{:- 
on, in Minority, or Lunacy ; and it has gene- 
nerally been very unfortunate. But to talk of 
a Regency in futuro, in condition and hmita- 
tion of time, I never heard of. This Expedi- 
ent does not anfwer the King's Speech, nor 
your former Bill ; they make the King bur a 
Shadow, and they divide Peron from Power, 
our Law- will not endure ic. "The Perſon di- 
vided from the Power, both will be courted ; 
and 
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and who that next Heir will be, we know not. 
The King leads you to conſider Expedients, 
but ſuch as will conſiſt with the ſafery and dig- 
nity of Monarchy. This mult be cwo Kings 
at the ſame time, .one by Law, and another by 
Right. Portugal gives us lome inſtance of Re- 
gency, where theKing was put into Priſon for 
Miſcarriages in the Government, and his next 
Heir made Regent ; but there 1s a vaſt diffe- 
rence in theſe two Cafes. The King of Portu- 
gal was ſet aſide for perſonal Miſcarriages; not 
tor being a Papilt; and which 1s another thing, 
that was preſent, this is ro come. lt this Que- 
ftion be to let the Duke in, and then make a 
Queſtion whether Allegiance be due to him; 
but I am afraid, that unleſs we be true to thoſe 
we repreſent, from whom by expreſs dire&ion, 
moſt of us are to purſue the Bill, &-c. we ſhall 
not be avowed in what we do. The Bill, &&c. 
has been under conſideration of all the pzople 
of England, and perhaps all the Proteſtants of 
Europe ; all che Wies of Learned Men have 
made their Obje&ions againſt it, yet notwith- 
ſtanding all people are {til ofthe ſame mind. — 

And now we run upon the 'moſt mi{-ihapen 
thing, which ir may be ewo or three years be- 
fore we underſtand it, and we may expect to 
have an operation of it, no body knows when. 

I ſee very lictle weight in 1t, unleſs improved 

by ſome other perſon , therefore 1 am for the 
Bill. 

. Sir. T. Litt. We are flying at a great matter. 

To fight againſt che D. it he ſhoald be King— 

God forbid. — We have been to!d three or 

tour times ot Directions Gznelemen have bad 

trom 


(327 ) 
f om cheir Principals, to be againſt all thoſe 
things of Expedients, and 'to infift upon the 
Bill of Excluſion, &c. I would not have that 
way much cheriſhed, *tis an uncertain thing ; 
and no Footſteps remain of any Papers from 
their Country. I take the meaning of that 
going down, is to conſule their Neighbours 
tor Direction what to do. I hear talk ro day 
of Parliaments of France, but this way is as dan- 
gerous; like che States of Holland ro conſult 
with their Principals before they reſolve, molt 
unuſual and of very dangerous Conſequence, 
A Regency has been propoſed to ſecure the 
Adminiſtration of the Government in Prote- 
{tant Hands, 1o as not to alter the Conſticution 
of the Monarchy; and this alters the Conſti- 
eution of the Monarchy the leaſt imaginable. 
A Regency in room of a King, and the Mo- 
narchy goes on. We have had Regent Pro- 
rectors, call it what you pleaſe, Prima Confilia- 
ris, in cale of a Minor Prince ; bur. I propoſe 
not this. It you alter the Government, | am 
againſt it; but here is offee*d a Regent in place 
of the King,.or transferring the Government. 
But it may be ſaid, Where-thall the Duke be 
all this wiile? Thae Poine I think 1s pretty 
well over, there is no delign of Secluftion— The 
Lords would have baniſhed him 600. Miles 
trom Eyzland.—- The Duke has an Eſtate, and 
he, as all men beſides, loves it, and will not 
part with it, and will do nothing to forſeit it- 
Bur. your. Bill of Excluſion ſecludes the Duke, 
and the. Crown then is to fall as it does fall. 
What is chen the Caſe? You muſt imagine, 
either his own Daughter will take up Arms, if 
che 
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the D. attempt the Crown,- or ſome body elſe 
will, to keep him out; and that will raiſe ſuch 
an Anger in the Duke's mind, whither will 
they ſhelter themſelves? Not under his Daugh- 
ter : they-muſt naturally ſhelter themfelves and 
run into Arms. Cromwel's way was to keep up 
an Army of Sixty Thouſand Men for his Se- 
Curity, elpecially an Army fleſhe with Vidto- 
ry— And they that have it will keep it. We 
are not in the condition we were formerly, 
when the Lords cheriſhed cheir 'Tenants by 
good Leafes, they could raiſe an Army, and 
ſend them home to their Houles when they had 
done what they were raiſed for : But we are 
now in another way ; raiſe an Army, and they 
will think of their own Intereſt to be kept up. 
Bur if it fall out thus, your Bill leaves it very 
looſe. — As ſoon as this Bill is paſs'd, ſuppoſe 
the Regency eſtabliſhed in the Princeſs of O- 
range, or the Lady Arn, and in the ſame Law 
a Cominifltion be ſent over to take an Oath 
from her ſtrialy to execute this Law, you are 
then not lefe in that looſe manner you will be 
by the Bill, &-c. ?Twill be a tar leſs matter 
for her tro fave a Family, before Misfortune 
come upon it, than co take the Government 
upon her afterwards, in the trouble of an Op- 
polition. But ic may be ſaid, What needs all 
this, *tis juſt nothing but retaining the name 
of K. in an exiled man?— Bur 'tis leſs viola- 
tion in her to govern in. her Father's Name , 
than to take the'Kingdom irom him. It may 
be wondred, why in Portugal, upon depoſing 
that King, there was a great Debate of thethree 
Eſtates { though they -hold not the proportion 
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as they do here. ) In this great Debate, the 
Commons were for Dox Pedro to be King, the 
Nobility to have him Regent, the Ecclefiaſticks 
demurr'd ; bur at laſt both-came over to the 
Nobility. - But Don Pedro {tuck here, and would 
ſtill leave his Brother the Title of King, and 
would leave nothing of ſhelter to force Na- 
ture too far. There are Reſerves in the 
King's Speech, I cannot but take norice of by 
the way, There is another thing to be con- 
ſidered. Some will be paying a deference to 
the Sacrednels of a Crown, tor Governments 
ſake. This Objetionlooks like ſomething, He 
15 like to be five hundred Miles off, &c. and 
a Law to take up Arms againſt him.— How 
was that Law, that the King and Parliament 
have Power to diſpoſe of the Crown ? It was 
then an Opinion amongſt Lawyers, that the 
Crown was unalienable ; but when that Law 
was made, that Opinion was damn'd under a 
Penalty, though 'cwas a ſtanding Maxim be- 
fore thac Stature was made, If 1o, this new 
Ac will be a Warrant for what is propoſed, as 
that was tor the other. For my part, I have had 
the ill Fortune to have the Wind in my Face, 
and to be againſt the ,general Opinion and 
Stream of the World; and having had for ſome 
time no ſhare in the Government, I may ſpeak 
poſlibly more freely than they that have. ?Tiz 
a great Crime to ſpy things too foon, which 
- makes men apt to run from one Extreme to a- 
nother. [I have propoſed the beſt Expedient I 
can,and moſt fate ; butl am atraid, it you dono- 
thing in this great Aﬀair now it is ſtarted ( I'll 
grapple with neither of the Expedients ) bur 
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if you do nothing bur let the thing lie looſe, 
you'll gratifie the Jeſuits by our contuſion, and 
the Commonwealths-men to ſhuffle the Cards 
again: but if you go into ſome Medium, both 
theſe ſort of nien will be undone. | 

Sir W. F. Thave heard with great Attention 
this very learned and able Gentleman. I am 
really of Opinion, if any better Expedient 
could have been found out, than what has been 
propoſed, that he as ſoon as any Gentleman 
would have propoſed it. But I am amazed, 
that ſo learned a Gentleman ſhould not ſee 
through this Expedient. That which I take for 
the Expedient, is, the Duke to retain the name 
of King, and the next Heir tobe under the title 
of Regent or Protector. What does he mean 
by next Heir ? For any thing I know and be- 
lieve, it is the Duke's Davghter ; but it may 
be the Duke may have a Son. Either I have a 
great Cloud upon my Underſtanding, or this 
is ſtrange, that if the Duke have a Son, and ſhall 
he at a Day, a Month, or a year old be Regent ? 
Suppoſe the Princeſs of Orange come over, and 
ſhe die, ( the Prince of Orange has no Right 
to the Regency ) and ſhe leave a Child, and 
char Child be Regent, that Child mutt have 
a Protector, and ſothere will be a Protector of 
a Protector. But, Sir, we are told, that no- 
thing but to keep up the Greatneſs of the Go- 
vernment makes them go from the Bill of Ex- 
clufion to this Expedient. .But is it ſo great and 
pleaſing athing to wear a Crown, and be called 
King, and have no Authority ? It is much worſe 
than to loſe an actual Crown and the Poſlel- 
tion of it, If che Bill paſs, and the Duke be ba- 
niſhed 
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niſhed 500 Miles off, ic muſt be out of Zng- 
land— if the name will pleaſe him, in Civilicy 
beyond the Sea he ſhall be King, and ir will 
be as mich to his- purpoſe beyond the Sea to 
be called King only, as here.— But for the 
Security of his Eſtate being here: He that 
would venture the loſs of a Kingdom tor Re- 
ligion, will his Eſtace too ; that's but a weak 
tie. It islefs injuſtice to take away the Crown 
and Power from him, than to have of both buc 
the Name. If you allow che Duke the Name, 
it will imply a Right, therefore tor that to be 
uſed as an Argument is ſtrange. But why is 
this Contention, and all this ado, I wonder, 
tor an empty Name ? Bur I am atraid this Ex- 
pedient is a kind of Jeſuits Powder ( I do not 
think the Gentleman's intent or opinion 1s for 
the Jeſuits ) but a wife man may over-do ſome- 
times.— If you do not-exclude the Duke's 
Title, the Duke is King ſtill, and then will 
Learned Lawyers tell you, that by 1 H. 7. all 
incapacity is taken away by the Poſſeflion of 
the Crown. If you rake not away the Diſcenc 
of the Crown, and that the Duke has a Title ro 
be King, then without dotibt all incapacities 
fail, — but if the thing may be effectually done, 
I am as willing to exclude him the Name, as 
well as the Power ; but Lawyers know no di- 
ſtintion— When the Lady comes to be Re- 
gent, not only Nature, but Conſcience will 
put her upon giving Ce/ar his due; and per- 
haps that Text ſome of our Divines will preach 
upon. They'l ſay that the Parliament by what 
they have done, acknowledge a good Title in 
the Duke. But it he be King, as the Parliament 
Z 2 allows 
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allows him to bein Name, he has right of De- 
ſcent, and ſo will be reſtored to allthe Rights of 
King.— An Argument upon Queen Mary like 
this, reſtored the Firſt-fruits and Tenths— Ano- 
ther thing perhaps may come from them that 
propoſed this Expedient, (I do not believe it 
came from that Gent, &c. ) if you had paſs'd 
the other Bill, great many would not ſubmit 
roit; butif you paſs this, if the Duke have 
right to be King, and be kept from the Ad- 
miniſtration of it, I doubt whether I ſhall fight 
againſt him. And the Papiſts will ſay, you 
have got a Law to ſeparate that which is inſe- 
parable. I would, if I were as the Duke, have 
this Bill to perplex my oppolers, rather than a 
clear one. He has told you of an Army to 
maintain the Bill, &#c.— which will not ſoon 
be laid down. But why an Army ?— It there 
mult be an Army for your Bill, there will be 
four Armies requiſite to maintain the Expedi- 
efit— - A Proteor has been propoſed, not 
like that of E. 6. who was little niore than the 
now Lord Preſident of the Counci!.— But cer- 
tainly they who propoſed the Expedient,would 
have by it the ſame Power of letting in the 
Duke, as of keeping him out. Therefore I 
move to lay aſide this Conſideration, and take 
up the Bill as has been moved for. 

L. G. I think it is fit we ſhould preſent Rea- 
{ons to the King for paſſing this Bill of exclu- 
ding the Duke, e&c. I do think that the Ad- 
miniſtration of the Government has been in 
ſuch hands fince the King came in, that tho” 
the Miniſters have been changed, yet the ſame 
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have been removed. — The breaking of the 
Tripple League, the taking of the Durch Smyr- 
»a-Flect. The King of France makes War for 
his Glory, and we for nothing but to get Riches 
to make the King Abſolute. Such a violation 
was done upon the Rights of the People as has 
been done.—He was called do2wn to Order — 

E.V. A Queſtion fo extreamly well ſpoken 
unto, to be interrupted with any angry Que- 
ſion, is not very decent at this time ; what is 
ſpoken of, is. matter to be enquired into ano- 
ther time, though the Gentleman does it with 
a worthy intent. If any Gentleman have any 
thing elſe to propoſe, pray hear hiw. 

{ L. G. goes on. | I intend to move you for 
Reaſons to induce the King to paſs this Bill. 
The ſtrange and diſhonourable Retrenchments 
made in the King's Family. He is furround- 
ed by the Duke's Creatures.—— *Tis not fate 
for the King to part with any one Miniſter, 
unleſs he part with all ; and when theſe men 
have got a bank of Money for a Popiſh Suc- 
ceflor, then will be the time to take away the 
King. 

Sir F. I. This we are upon 15 a matter of 
great weight and difficulty. Let any man that 
can, maintain this Expedient, or give you a 
new one. 

Sir T. M. I have heard with patience rh 
Expedient, which has been well offered, and I 
believe miſtaken by the Gentleman who an- 
ſwered it. I muſt fay this, your Queſtion and 
your buſineſs is Religion, and TI have given as 
good proof of my Z:al for the Proteztant Re- 
ligion this twenty years as any man has; and 
G } l 
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L have been for this Bill of excluding the Duke, 
ec. lam of opinion ſomething muſt be done 
to ſecure Religion, For the point of Law men- 
tioned, it the Law be ſuch, That Dominion muſt 
run with the Name of King, that ſingle Reaſon 
is to carry the Debate. Burt if TI anſwer not 
that, I am at an end. But ſure thoſe words 
that can difinherit a King, may make this Ex- 
pedient Law. IT would not riſe now, if I 
thought the Bill to exclude the Duke, &c. could 
paſs ; my grounds are but Conjecures. The laſt 
Parliament I did think this Bill would paſs with 
greaſing the Wheels. The condition of England 
is thus ; we do need one another, both King 
and People, and we have necd to make ule of 
4 Parliament to afiilt one another, to relieve us 
in the difficulties we are in. If the Duke ſhould 
be Kmg, he will need a Parhament, and fo will 
the .People. In order to this, if another Ex- 
pedient can be found out as like this, though 
not the ſame, which no Obje&ion of Law could 
deſtroy, he would do the King and Kingdom 
great ſervice and advantage who would pro- 
duce it. In this neceſſity we are like two great 
Armies encamped upon two Hills, and neither 
dare remove, not for want. of Valour, but 
from their Reaſon :. He that has the laſt Loaf 
ſtays longeſt, neceflity compels the other to 
diſcamp. Ar laſt.ic muſt be one fide or other, 
or elſe England will have the worſt of it. But 
it none will venture to clear the matter in 
point of Law, I am anſwered. If any could 
alter that BzlI, that it ſhould not be the ſame 
we have had twice before, I ſhould like it. I 
like this Expedtent offered you, for *rz a Bill of 
| Excls- 
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Excluſion, and ſo ſtrong a one, that the Duke 
may chuſe the, firſt rather. I am tor the Nail 
that will drive to do our buſinefts. If Gentle- 
men have other Thoughts, pray ſo contrive ir, 
that we have one Bill or tother. 

IF. H. All the Expedients IT have heard yet,are 
like a Cucumber, when you have well drefs'd it, 
throw it away. Theſe Gentlemen tell you, they 
will bring in « Bill of Excluding the Duke from 
the Regency, &c. This Propolition 1s cither ho- 
neſt or not;- if it be honeſt and without De- 
ſign, then all the Diſpute betwixt the King 
and Us, will be, Whether the Duke ſhall have 
a Title to the Crown. But I hope the King 
will rather gratific the Nation than the Dwke. 
If . this be not honeſt, and People about 
che King circumvent him, they will find means 
from day to day to divert him. Why was 
England fo fond of Calais, but to have ſome 
Footſtep intv France ? And fo this Bill, let the 
Bill paſs, and all thole Gentlemen who have 
dependency upon the Duke, it Fe come to the 
Crown, will change matters. 

Sir F.IW. A worthy Member not being ſa- 
tisfied wich Arguments of Law againſt the 
Expedient, that calls me uy, as in my Profet- 
fion. The Queſtion about this Bill of Exclu- 
ſion, that *tis lawful in Conſcience, no man 
will oppoſe : The great oppoſers of ig in the 
Lords Heuſe, agreed it lawtul when they threw 
it Our. Not Fure Divino unlawful concur- 
rentibus its qui concurrere debent. Som2 Gentle- 
men told you, their Country gave them Infſtru- 
ctions to preſs this Bill of Excluſion, &c. Sir 7. 
Litt. ſaid, it was dangerous to take Inſtructions 

L 4. from 


( 336 ) 
from the Country ; but I ſay, *tis much more 
To take it from Court. Parliaments formerly 
upon any extraordinory matter, ſtaid, and 
l2nt their Members to conſult with thoſe who 
lent them. I am not ſubjugated ( when I am 
here) to what the Country does propoſe. LI. 
am as much againſt a Republick as he that fears 
it ; but I am a Proteſtant. I ſay, I know Sir 
T. Litt. to be of that Experience and Reaſon, 
that it he go away ſatisfied in this matter, he 
will do all the good he can in the Poſt he is in. 
But to keep cloſe to this Queſtion; it being 
allowed by Law, That an Excluſion of the D. 
from the Croun may be; the next thing 1s to con- 
tider the Expedient of the Regency propoſed. 
The fame Authority that'can make a Deſcenr 
of the Crown, may modifie it. He argued to 
ſhew that the Regency would make the Dake in- 
Hgnificant in the Adminiſtration of the Go- 
vernment. Now the Queſtion is, which is the 
moſt practicable. We Lawyers are apteſt to 
go on the ſtrongeſt ſide, and to call every 
thing Prerogative. Fle put you a caſe, in 
King James's time the Sheriff gf — there was 
an exception in his Commitſiion, that he ſhould 
not keep the County-Court of — but ſhould have 
all other Exerciſes of his Office. But the 
Judges reſolved he was Sheriff to all intents and 
purpoſes, and that he could not be hindred 
keeping the Ceunty-Court. An Ad of Parlia- 
ment againſt common ſenſe is void. To make 
a man King, and not ſuffer him to exerciſe 
Kingly Power, is a Contradidtion. Some clau- 
fes tormerly in As of Parliament, were flat- 
tering Clauſes to fatisfie the people, and __ 
et 
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let them have the thing. Should this of the 
Expedient be an AF, *tis nonſenſe, and may 
be faid hereafter, the Houſe of Commons 
were outwitted. I owe the Duke obedience if 
he be King : but if he be King, and have no 
power to govern, he is the King and no King. 
I have urged this to ſhew, that this is no Ex- 
pedient, it blears only peoples Eyes, and is no 
ſolid ſecurity. To ſay the Duke values his E- 
ſtate, which he may forfeit, &c. He loves a 
Crown too very well, theretore you arc not 
to arm your felt in point 'of Conſcience, but 
in point of Reaſon. "The laſt Parliament I did 
ſee, by the management of the Papi#fs and 
the Miniſters, that without rh Biull of Exclu- 
fon, our ruine is irreſiſtible. It the Duke come 
to the Crown, he brings with his Religion 
Merum Imperium, and that made me fond of 
the Bill ; but if by Law the. Duke nz2ver was 
King, there is no Cale of Conlcicnce lies up- 
on us in his Excluſion. TI will only make this 
Obſervation of the King's Speech, in relation 
to this: Queſtion— And if it be prafticable, the 
ridding of our ſelves quite of that Party, &c. and 
not to lay ſo much weight upon one Expedient, as 
to determine all others are ineffettual, Vide Speech, 
The two main points ( it ſeems ) the King 
doubts himſelf, and all this delivered by the 
King in great Wiſdom, is clipt off to his Ex- 
pedient of the Regency. You les now we come 
to Expedients ; the Miniſters have had to Par- 
l;aments to conſider it, and now we are come 
to this Expedient of the Regency. I find no ſe- 
curity in Law by this Expedient; you take a- 
way nothing by this Expedient, and therefore 
I 
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I hope the Bull of Excluſion will paſs. I hope 
that Reaſon, and _ great Oihces, will take 
men off from their Nemine contradicente. I ſpeak 
this as if | were a dying man, and ann 
no72 for the Bull, &Cc. 

H. B.- I have it in command from my Coun- 
try, That they apprehend no Expedient to fecure ms 
from Popery,but that the R >medy will be worlſe 
than the Diſeaſe, wnle/s this Bill, I have heard 
as yet no Reaſon given againſt it. But there 
15 at eliquid latet. If the D. be not ſet aſide, 
I am ture the Government will be; and there- 
tore | am tor the Bull of Excluſion, &C. 

Sir 7. M. I know not how fat Sir Fr.l/s. Ar- 
gument may be peſt, what Bill ſoever we may 
have. Prav "#, us have.the Law on our fides, 
that 1 rae K, thould dye, we may know whi- 
ther we are to go. I think the K's Speech is 
penned as it ought to be penned; and ſhould a 
K. 1peak politively to what Laws He would 
have, we are an Ir; Parliament, and not an 
Engliſh; but the K's words are tender words. 
The ching lies . fairly bfore you, 1t any Expe- 
dient can bg thought of, not to deſtroy the Mo: 
narchy; and it the next preſented be not the 
beſt, nor co retule the next. 

E.V. You have had an Expedient offered you 
ol a Regency, &c. inſtead of rhe Bill of Exciu- 
fron, &c, Pray contider what this Regency 1s. 

Tis the wiols Odice af a Kimg, to appoint 

Fadges, Call Parliaments, &c. This Power they 
* ould take away from the Duke, Burt it by 
Law they will rclerve the name of Kg to the 
Duke, tis to bei ing a War upon us, ”and to 
bring the Dake in by force. This Regency muſt 
| be 
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be ſupported by War, as well as the Bill of Ex- 
cluſion. By the 13 Eliz. the Crown is not alie- 
nable by the K. but may be alienated by King, 
Lords, and Commons. And when that Status 
was made,no Succeſſor was named,to keep King 
Fames in awe; which I conceive was the Rea- 
ſon why none was named in the lait Bill of Ex- 
clufion. Though we have been trigheed out 
from that Bill by Prorogations and Diſſolutions , 
yet *twill not frignten them whoſe Reaſons go 
along with it. And I am for that B:/!, becauſe 
all men are for it, and have fent up the ſame 
Parliament again that pait ir. But it you lead 
people into uncertainties in the Government (as 
this Projet of Regency undoubtedly will do) 
the Court and the Corntry will be of a mind to 
lay afide Parliaments, becauſe they are uſeleſs. 
Sir H. C. Peoples ey es are now enlightned, 
and all the World over chey are an informed 
people. The Papifts care not who is K. if he be 
a Papiſt. And ſo he proceeded much to the [ame 
purpoſe in [everal Speeches in the la't Parliament. 
Col. G. L. I would not have ſpoke ſo much 
our of Duty to my Maſter, bur tor the Duty 1 
owe to my Country, I owe a new Obligation 
to the K. for I am the D's Servant from the K. 
My Father was a Servant to the /ate K. and th ; 
and I have my Protection under Him. I was 
bred in England, and for his Service at Sea, 1 
know my own weaknels, not being bred to the 
Law ; but by enquiry I find, that the Dodrine 
ol diſpoling a Kingdom from the Right Heir is 
Damnable : and 'tis the Doctrine of the Cane 
of Rowe. | have heard that in the 24 E. 3. the 
K. demanded Advice of the Parliament, in mat- 
ters 
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ters relating to the Crown. The Anſwer was 

by the whole Parliament, They could not adviſe 

in any thing relating to the Crown, nar of Diſmhe- 

riting Him to whom they were ſworn, The Fun- 

damentat and Common Law of England has 

made the Dske Heir to the Crown, if the K. 

have no Sons. The Title of Hey. 4. was con- 

firmed by Parliament, but he laid his Claim of 
Deſcent trom H. 3. and it continued in that 

Deſcent till F7. 6. and then the Parliament de- 

clared that thoſe 4#s were not binding, but: 
unjuſt ; and declared the Oaths of Allegiance 

to thoſe Kings infamous and wicked; and fo 
the Right Heir came in, H. $. had Power to 
diſpoſe of the Crown, by his laſt Will and Te- 
itament, to place and diſplace the Crown at his 
pleaſure, yer all his right Heirs came to the 
Crown, though Fane Gray claimed it by vertue of 
that Will, and baited her Title with Religion. 
Queen Elizabeth made a Law, That whoever did 
maintain, That the Crown could not be diſpoſed of 
by Parliament, ſhould be Guilty of Treaſon, &C. and 
for ever after of Premunire. But fince that, 
there is a Reſtitution of King Fames, which ac- 
knowledged him lawfully, rightly, and juſtly 
the next Heir to the Crown, and did belzech 
the K. to accept of their Allegiance to him and 
his Poſtericy : And I think our Anceſtors ſwore 
to the K. and his Poſterity, as well as we. "Tis 
a great Happineſs to this Nation that both the 
Lines are united, and that we are rid of the 
Misfortunes of the Barons Wars. We have had 
Attempts to turn the Government 1nto a Repub- 
lique. And who knows but that it you put by 
the Rignc oi the D. the Revenue of the Crown 
being 
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being much upon the People, but that there 
may be Attempts to turn the Government into a 
Republick again? When my Father was in Pri- 
ſon i in the late Troubles, an eminent man then 
in Power, in Diſcourſe with him, ſaid, I have 
obliged you, and if the K. come in, as 1 believe be 
will, then think of me; Look to your ſelves when 
you are in the Saddle again : If once you divide , 
adieu to Monarchy for ever. It you keep out 
the D. what muſt follow ? An Ad of Aſſociation ; 
I ſpeak now for Enzland, and for my Poſterity 
(I have ſeven Children. ) How will this look ? 
The Kings Father Murder'd, and his Brether 
taken from Him ; Will this take no effe& with 


the King? I wiſh the Dake many happy days, 


but the King more from my heart 'than the 
Duke. The King is a healthful Man, and the 
Duke is not. I am not barely the Duke's Ser- 
vant, which makes me concern my ſelf, nor 
our of pique oft Honour would I do any thing 
to deſtroy my Polterity, Theretore I am 
againſt the Bill, &c. 

Sir I. C. That which calls me u p, 1; to an- 
{wer ſomething that was ſaid by the worthy 
Member that {poke laſt; I am for the Bill of 
Excluſion, ( and was fo th 2 laſt Parliament; ) 
becauſe I am clearly fatist2d chere can ba no 
Security without ic: But I muſt ſo tar agree 
with him, thac this E// (it it ſhould paſs) will 
not be a full and complear SCCUrITY. But — 
Here being an Interrupricu by @ ci/e in the Houſe, 
this Gentleman pr -uceeded no further. 

Col. B. This is the day of England's diltreſs, 
and not only England, but upon this days De- 
bate depends the good Fatc of the Proteſtant 
Rel: 9101 
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Religion all the World over. Except you ex- 
pe a Miracle from Heaven, nothing elſe can 
fave the Proteſtant Religion, but this Bill of Ex- 
cluſin. I think I have ſaid this many years 
ago, That Popiſh Matches would bring in Popery 
at laſt. As to the point of Law ( fpoken of) 
that *twill be interpreted according to the 
{trength of the Party —— But I doubt not, if 
we do our endeavours, God will help us, it we 
have notning' left us but Prayers and Tears. 
We are in condition of Conqueſt or Compact, 
and fo is all Government. Intereſt muſt de- 
tend this Bil, and not an Army; we are the 
Army. I have a Family as well as others, and 
where Idolatry muſt be ſetup; and rather than 
my Children ſhould breathe in ſuck an Air, 1 
had rather they were buried, and had all the 
miſchicfs in the World. Col. L. ingenuouſly 
offer'd tome things; but without this Bi// you 
may fit down, take a Popiſh Succeſſor, and re- 
nounce the Proteſtant Religion. I would break 
this Popiſh Tntzreſt, and then Intereſt will main- 
eain this Bil, It once this Bill pats, and as in 
Queen Elizabeth's time Proteſtants are put in 
places of Truſt, you need not fear the diſtur- 
bance ſpoken oft. Where ten were of this 
mind, an hundred are now that will bleed for 
this Bi, In plain Engliſh, let the World ſee 
that the Proreſ?anr Religion is dear tous, and we 
ſhall have the Law on our fides. 

Sir 7: Litt. | was miſtaken by ſome Gentle- 
men in what I faid: I ſhall be very thore and 
tender of the time, becauſe *cis late. That of 
the Lady Mary's Regency obviated an ablurdity 
in the former Bill, 1f the Dake ſhould have a 
Son, 
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Son, where are you then ? The Lady cannot 
deſcend from the Throne, having polleſs'd it. 
Bur my meaning was, that the ewo Primceſ/es 
reſpectively ſhould Succeed in the Regency du- 
ring the Minority of that Son. The Bi! of Ex- 
cluſion is 10 weak a thing, that *rwill necd all 
the Props to ſupport it. And a train of conle- 


quences will follow it. What is cold you of 


Scotland, is worth your conſiedring ; it Scotland 
be not conſenting to.it, I know not how you'll 
obviate that. It unites the Papifs of England 
and France, which we ought above all things 
Oo Prevente., 

H. B. He may be convinced by his own Ar- 
gument. For by fo much the eater *tis for the 
Princeſs of Orange to delcend from her Autho- 
rity of Regent, ſo much the leſs is our Security. 
And for Scor/and, the fame Interelt that paſles 
this Bi] here, will do it in Scerland, and in 
Ireland there is no need of it. By this Pro 
ſition of the Regency, all C ommiſhtons Mi ls 
by Sea and Land, Church and Law, are to'go 
on 1n the Duke's Name. An d 1t all E1ivatches un- 
der the Great Seal mutt go under his Name, we 

can have no Security. The Oaths of Alles 
ance and Supremacy can be taken to none but 
Him; and it that be granted, That 'tis un/aw- 
ful to take up Arms ag inf the K. or the/e Com 
miſſionated by bim—— It that be not a true Pro- 
poſition, I know not why that Declaration was 
made: It lies looſe to me, I mutt confels this 
Expedient ſeems to me, as it a man that ſcorched 
his ſhins art the Fire, inſtead of removing him- 
ſelf farther off, ſhould fend tor a Maſon to 
remoye the Chimney back. I have hears from 
I awyer: 
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Lawyers, That if a man do make a Free-hold 
Leaſe, to begin from the date thereof, *cis void: 
It would be more ingenuous for the Gentle- 
men to ſay, If you do pals the Bill to exclude the 
Duke, they will not be bound by it, they will 
have the D. to ſucceed ; and then 1 wiſh they 
would tell us what will ſave the Proteftant Re- 
lieicn, It the Duke come to the Crown, will 
Genelemen chufe either to-be Papiſts, or burnt, 
or hang d ? I have no diſrelpect to the Duke, if 
this Propoſal could keep: out Popery : Bur it I 
am to teap over a River, I had rather have no 
Staff, than a broken one. This can be no Se- 
curity, If you leave it in -the Power of the 
Council to make War and Peace, and diſpoſe 
of Money, pray then where is the Govern- 
ment ? Either they will be faichful, and keep 
the Law of Regency ; or the King muſt be King 
but in name, and they the Soul of the Govern- 
ment. I have heard the Expedients with pati- 
ence, and. have not been over-halty ro pur the 
Oneſtion. But I ſee no Remedy to ſave Re/:- 
g:n, unleſs excluding the Duke : 'Theretore pray 
PUT enc Queſtion tor the Bill, ECXc. 
The Queſtion was ſtated. 

R H. You have been moved to add to the 
Dake's Excluſion, all other Popiſh Succeſſors. "This 
15 a B:ll on purpole to exclude the Duke only, 
You may exclude all other Papiſfs from ſucceed- 
ng, &c. in another Bill by ic ſelf. But I ob- 
{2rve, that the way to loſe a Bll, is to clog it. 

H. C. I ſhall only obſerve, that by the laſt 
Bi of Exclufim, 1t the Duke ſhould turn Prote- 
tant, he will be excluded; and if the Princeſs 
oi Ora ge Urn Payiſ; cy ſhe 1 is not excluded. Vid. 
r/e Vote far the Bill in Print. 13 
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In the Afternoon. 


An Account given of the Lords throwing out the 
Impeachment of Fitzharris. 


Sir T. L. F See by the Lords refuſing this Im- 

peachment, no farther uſe of a 
Parliament. They will be a Court, or not a 
Court, to ſerve a preſent purpoſe. — 

Sir W.F. In a Matter fo plain, and which 
concerns the very Being of Parliaments, I am 
unwilling to make unneceſſary doubts. If an 
Action be brought in the lower Courts, it does 
not hinder that Action being brought in Weſt- 
minſter-ball, it no Judgment upon it; and it 
holds the like in this Caſe. Indiments were 
brought againſt the Lords in the Tower at Com- 
mor Law, and yet was no impediment to their 
Impeachment in the Lords Houſe ; but here is no 
Indittment or Proſecution brought againſt Fitzhar- 
res, We have an Inſtance freſh in memory : 
The Lord Chiet- Juſtice Scroggs, a Commoner, 
and not Indicted at Common-Law, yet the Lords 
without any ſcruple accepted his Impeachment, 
ſo that we. need not ſpend our time to ſearch 
Preſidents, Perhaps the Lords Fournals were 
not made up, but cr Members have taken 
Notes out of the Minute-Book—by them we find 
the Lords havedetermined a great Point. The 
Lords Spiritual as well as the Lords Temporast 
have voted it, which we own not in this Judi- 
cature, nor I hope never ſhall; and we are de- 
nied Juſtice by the Lords Spiritual, who have 
no Right to yote, This - doing a double = 

a © 
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Of Injuſtice. And ſince the Lords have taken 

Upon them to throw - out the Impeachment of 
Fitzharrg, let us vote, That the Commons have a 

Right to Impeach in Capital Caſes ;, and that the 

Lords have denied us Fuſtice, in refuſing the Im- 

peachment; And after you have aflerted your 
Privikeges, then draw up Reaſons tor maintain- 
ing them. And if the Diſſolution of the Parli- 
ament follows, it's the fault of thoſe Men who 
will not hear our Reaſons, and in a Parliamen- 
tary” way at a Conference ſhew how unwar- 
rantable the Lords Acions have been in their 
way of proceeding. 

Sir F. IW. If this Impeachment of Fitzharrss 
was of ſo ordinary a nature as a Monopoly, &*c. 
Iſhould not preſs upon this matter : But this 
15 not an ordinary Accufation, but that which 
relates to our Religion and Property ; and how 
the Biſhops come to ſtifle this, let God and the 
World judge. I would know, it a man be 
1mpeached by the Commons, and no Tdittment 
againſt him, (only the Atrorney General told the 
Lords, that the King gave Directions he ſhould 
be proſecuted, and no Record againſt him) 
whether this is a Gzound to deny our Impeach- 
ment ? If the Lords will vote that the Commons 
ſhall not impeach him, they may as well vote 
they ſhall not be Proſecutors ; but yet we will 
be ſo. This is a New Pl againſt the Prote- 
ſtants, of which Fitzharrs is acculed, and we 
mult not impeach him ; in this the Lords fairly 
lay, We muſt not hear it. -If this be the Caſe, 
I defire you'll come to ſome Vote. You are 
willing to diſcover the Plot if you could. - If 
the Artorney- General had prepared a Proſecution 

in 
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in an Ivferiour Court, and they had proceeded 
to Judgment, then it is pleaded in Bar to the 
Judgment of a Swperiour Court. If our Time 
be ſhort, (as I believe it is) pray do not delay 
to come to ſome Reſolution ; .it the Houſe be 
ſatisfied in it, pray makg a Vote to ailert your 
Right. A lictle while ago, when the Duke 
was preſented for a Papiſt, the Grand- Jury you 
know was diſmifs'd by Chief-Juſtice, &c. This 
ſeems as if the Lords were bound in Honour 
to juſtifie the Judges Procecdin7s by their 
own. *Tis a refle&tion of weakneſs in a man, 
who doubts in a plain matter, and if no man 
doubts our Right, pray vote it ſo. 

Sir R. H. | am glad we are off from the 
great thing yeſterday, I cannot believe bur 
that the Lords have Judgment enough to have 


"cauſe for what they do, and in this Caule of 


Fitzharris's Impeachment. In this matter, Pre- 
ſidents you need not ſearch. 'This of Fitzhar- 
rs 1eems to me to be a more dangerous 
breath than uſual, a breath fit to be ſtifled ; 
there is ſomething in this more than ordinary. 
If there be ſo ſacred a reſpet to the com- 
mon Trials of England in Inferiour Courts, "tis 
ſtrange - that the Howſe of Commons ſhould be 
below a common Jury. If in the Caſe of 
Skinner, and the Fat done beyond the Sea, 
the Lords contended with the Commons about 
judging it, though it was an Original Caule, 
this was no great value of the Law of England. 
But it ſeems they value Firzharrs, to keep him. 
from us. When I have heard in all the Speech- 
es to day, that the Duke does not go fingle,— 
and have heard fo ay Diſcourſes to my 
a -2 O 


48) 


of that matter, I am loth to mingle my weak- 
neſs— But fach Counſel as this, the King 
hereafter will have no cauſe to thank them, 
for involving him in the fatality of thoſe Coun- 
ſels ; as if they would make the Libel of Firz- 
harris the Copy of their Counſels. Dangerfield 
was reputed a-moſt infamous Perſon ; yer if he 
would ſpeak what he knew, nothing of mercy 
was too big for him : But Firzharrs is a Man 
of no Infamy, and yet they hurry him away 
to the Tower, when he began to confeſs in 
Newgate. Are you 1o loſt, that you have no 
mercy left for the Proteſtant Religion ? This is 
ſtrange, if the terror of his Condition make 
him confeſs the whole Plot, and he be taken 
out of our Hands. We hear of other things, 
as that the 'French Ambaſſador had a hand in 
this Plor, which'a Fury will not inquire into ; 
their Buſineſs is only, whether .Firzharris be 
guilty or not guilty of the Indi#ment. I muſt 
confeſs, that with the carriage of this, I have 
enlarged my ſuſpicion, for I cannot but ſuſpe& 
unuſual ways. The worſt of Mankind, with 
all his Villanies about him, has been pardoned. 
———-Is there in this any provocation given by 
us ? But ſomething depends upon this Man, as 
well as upon the Bill to day. When you was 
told by Secretary F. He would not carry the Im- 
peachment, &c. and the Houſe would make no 
Breach, by taking any ſevere Courſe againſt 
him, but paſt it over with temper—— lure we 
muſt not lay down all Proſecution of the Pler, 
and fay,thart the Proteſtant Religion ſhall have no 
mercy. Fitzharrs may merit mercy by Confet- 
fion ; and if his Breath be ftopt by the Lords, 1 
am 
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am ſorry that people will ſay, If it were not 
for the Lords, Fitzharris might have diſcovered 
all the Conſpiracy, and the Proteſt ant Religion might 
have been ſaved. I Move therefore, that in your 
Vote you will not only fay, That denying this 
Impeachment, &C. tends to the ſubverting the Con- 
ſtitution of Parliament, but of the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion alſo. And I hope we ſhall proceed in this 
with the ſame calmneſs of mind that every 
man does wiſh, who would not loſe his Reli- 
SiON, 

Serj. M. A Plot we all know has been on foot 
in England, and I am ſure in Ire/and too, and 
what Arts and Crafts have been uſed to hide 
the Plot? It began with Murder and Perjury, 
and falſe Subornation, and this of Fitzharris is 
a ſecond part of that. We have ſent up an Þn- 
peachment againſt Fitzharris, and the Lords de- 
ny to receive it. In effte& they make us no 
Parliament if we are the Proſecutors, and they 
will not hear our Accuſation ; *tis ſtrange,when 
their own Lives as well as ours are concerned 
in the Ploz. The fame day we Impeach Firz- 
harris, the Lords Vote, we ſhall not proſecute hin. 

— — Now when all is at ſtake, we muſt noc 
proſecute. If this be ſo, Holland and Flanders 
muſt ſubmit to the French, and they run over 
all. This is is a ſtrange Breach of Priviledge, 
and tends to the Danger of the Kimg's Perſon , 
and Deſtruction of the Proteſtant Religion. 

Sir T. P. This of Firzharrzs is a conſiderablu 
Confirmation of the former Plot ; I call it the 
Old Plot, but 'cis ſtill new upon us. This is a 
confirmation of the Deſign to Murder the King, 
and the Duke conſenting to deſtroy his own 
Aa 3 Bro 
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Brcther and our King. I have often heard it 
whiſper'd, thatthis Plot was Madams Delign at 
Dever. *Tis plain that Juſtice Godfrey was 
Murdered, and that the Army at Blackheath 
was to deſtroy the Proteſtants in Holland, and 
to awe the City of London, When Fitzbarris 
was in an Inclination to diſcover what he 
knew, -and two or three Honourable Members 
went to Examine him, this man was fetch'd 
the next day to 7hiteha!l, and ſent tothe Tower, 
and fo we were deprived of all farther hopes 
of Diſcovery. We have received the Informa- 
tien he gave, and now that the Man may be in 
no capacity to diſcover farther, they ſtop his 
Mouth. I Move therefore, that you will De- 
Clare, That if any Fudge, Fuſtice, or Fury proceed 
upon him, and he found Guilty,. that you will de- 
clare them Guilty of his Murder, and Betrayers of 
the Rights of the Commons of England. | Vid. 
the Printed Votes. | 

Sir W. F. Now the H:nſe has done as much 
as is fit for the Lords, but we do not know how 
Infericur Courts will proceed ; therefore Ple pro- 
poſe a Vote, That if any Inferiour Court ſhall pro- 
ceed, &c. | which paſt, Vid. the Print. | I would 
not give occation to people to ſay, we do things 
in an extraordinary manner. *Tis late, and 
pray let's Adjourn. 
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Monday, March 28. 168.1. 


The Bill for Excluding the Duke &c. read. 
Sec. 7 NX Bill was ever offered in Parlia- 


ment of the like nature, fo much 
againſt che Juſtice of the Nation ; ir condemns 
a Man never heard, and then *tis a Law made 
ex poſt fatto. — Very extraordinary— againlt 
el Fundamental Juſtice of the Nation ; and 
not only that, but againſt the wiſdom of the 
Nation, and will introduce a change of the 
Government. It the Duke will ery to cut this 
Law with his Sword, it he overcome, he will 
have the ſame power to ſet alide a!l Laws, both 
for Religion & Property: the power will be in the 
hands of the Conqueror, and certainly he will 
change the Governmene. *Tis againſt the Re- 
ligion of the Nation, which teaches us' to pay 
Obedience to our Governours, whether good 
or bad, never ſo faulty or criminal. In Pri- 
mitive Chr iltianity, Obedience was paid to 
Heathen Princes, mn licits & beneſtss ;, and w 
are not to do evil that good may come of i 
nor on the proſpect of any good. I ſhall ſay 
one word more, *tis againſt the Oaths of the 
Nation, of Allegiance and Supremacy. The 
Duke is the King's Lawtul Heir, 1t he have no 
Son, and in the Eye of the Law I am ſworn 
to him, and every Oath is in the ſenſe of the 
Law-giver. If this Difinheriſon paſs now into a 
new Law, who diſpenſes me trom that Oath to 
the King ? Poflibly I am too tedious, and net 
willingly 
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willingly heard. If the Bill be againſt he 
Religion of the Nation, 'being obliged by Oaths, 
againſt the Government and the wiſdom of the 
Nation, 1 hope you will throw it out. 

T. B. Sec. F. has moved to throw out the 
Fill, and delired to be heard patiently ; I find 
no body ſecond him, pray let him go on and 
ſecond himſelf. Ordered a ſecond Reading. 

Sir I. F. Becauſe there has been much dil- 
courſe in the Town of the Votes that paſt on 
Saturday, upon the Lords S piritual and Temporal 
rejetting the Impeachment, &c, though I believe 
what 15 done will be made good, yet I would 
for the preſent, give the Nation all the fatisfa- 
&ion we can, that we are in the right. Amongſt 
our misforrunes in being called to this. place , 
we are far remote from Records and Books ; but 
yet I think it may be caſie to prepare our ſelves 
ro maintain what we have done. According 
to the little light I have, I find it the undoubted 
Right of the Commons, not only to bring Im- 
peachments againſt Lords, but againſt Commons 
c00. Magna Charta does not only ſay, Per ju- 
dicium Parium, &c. but per Legem Terre, &C. 
Tryal by Parliament is Lex Terre. I have heard 
of a Record, 4 E. 3. where when the Earl of 
March 


The Black Rod came to command their Attend- 
ance in the Houſe of Lords, whither they im- 
mediately went, and the Lord Chancellor by 
Command of the King Diſſolved the Parlia- 


ment. 
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. Borough | of Port-Pigham alias 
Weftlew. 
Fohn Trelawney of W:ſtminſt. Elq; 
* Fonath. Trelawney of Coldrunach, 
Borough of Crampound. 
Fohn Tanner Eſq; 
Nicholas Herle Elq; 
Borough of Eaſtlow. 
Sir Fonathan Trelawney Baroae!, 
* Folm Kendal Eq; 
Borough of Penn. 
Sir Nichelas Slanning Kr. of the Bath, 
and Baronet, 


"2. 


Charles 
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Charles Smith Efq; 
Borou: 2h of Tregony. 

Huh Boſcawcn Elq; 

Ch wes Trevannian. E {q; 
Borough of Boſfiney. 

Charles Bodvvle Robarts Elq; 


* Sir Peter Colliton Baronet. 


Bordiiph: of $:. Ives. 


Edward Noſeworthy Junior Eſq; 


* Fames Prade Jutiior Eſq; 
Borough of Foway. 
Jonathan Raſhley: wP; 
Fobn Trefoy Eq; * 
Borough of $: Getinad. 
Damel Elliot Eſq; 
t Richard! Elias Kg. 
Borough of St. Michael. 
* Sir William Ruſſel Rnight. 
* Henry Vincent Eſq; 
Borough of Newpore. 
* William Morris Eſq; 
 Aubbb Manaten Eſq; 
Borough of Sr. Mawes. 
Sir Foſe ph Tredenham Kuight. 
Henry Seyhivur Junior Etq; 
* Borough of Killington. 
William Coriton Etq; 
Richard Caveio Elq, 


Cumberland, 6 


* Sir George Fletcher Baronet. 
Sir 7:bn Lozother-Baronet. 


_ 


» 


Aa} 


City 
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City of Carliſle: 
Edwa'd Lord Morpith, 
Sir Chriſtopher Muſgrave Knight. 
h Borough of C ockermouth, 
Sir . Richard Grahme Baronet. 
- | Orlands Gee Elſq; 


William Lord Cavendyſh. 
Vu(lsam Sacheversl Eſq; 
Town of Derby..- 
Antiche! Gray. Eq; 
. George: Vernon Etfq; ſ 


Devonthire, 26. 


| Sir W:'lam Conrrenay Baronet. 
Samuel Rolle Elq; 
City of -Exeter. 
® Sir Thomas Carew Knight. 
of Thomas Waker Eſq; 
+ Borough of Toeneſs. 
® Fohn Kelland Eſq; 
® Charles Kelland Eſq; 
Borough of Phmouth. 
Sir John Maynard Knight. 
Sir MW\lliam Fones Knight. | 
Town of Okehampton. 
Fe; fy Herr rrhar Herrts Baronet. 
Sir George Cary Knight. 
.:... : Borough of Ramnſtable 
Fohn -Baſſet Eq; 
Richard Lee Eſq; 


Borough 
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Borough of Plympton. 
Sir George Treby Knight. 
Fohn Pollexfen Merchant. 

Borough of Honiton. 
Sir Walter Toung Baronet. 
Sir Thomas Put | ry 

Borough of Taviſtock, 
Edward Ruſſel Eq; 

Sir Francis Drake Baronet. 

Borough of Aſpburton. 
Thomas Reynel Eſq; 

* William Stamel Eſq; 

Borough of Clif.ow, Dartmouth and 
Haxanes. 

Edward Tard Eq; 

John Upton Elq; 

Borough of Beralſton. 
®Sir Duncomb Colcheſter Knight, 
* 7ohn Elwell Merchant. 

Borou gh of Tiverton. 
Samuel Foot Efq; 

Sir Henry Ford Knight. 


Poaſetihire, 20. 


Them asFreke Eq; 

Thomas Strangeways Eſq; 
Town of Pool. 

Thomas Chafix Eſq; 

Henry Trenchard Eq; 
Boraygh of Dorcheſter. 

Fames Goutd Eiq; 


Nathaniel Bond Eſq; 
: Aa 4 1 Borough 
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Borough. of Lime- Regt e. 
Hy Henly Eſq; 
Tp homas Moor Elq; 
Borough of Weymenth. 
Sir Fohn Coventry Knight of the Bath. 
Michael Harvey Elq; 
Melcom Regis. 
Sir John. Marton Baronet, 
* Henry Henning Eq; 
Borough of Bri Iport. 
William Bras Eſq; | 
* Fohn Michael Eſq; | 
Borough of Shafton, h 
alias Shaftsbury. 
Sir Matthew. Andrews Knight. 
Thomas Rennet Eſq; 
Borough of Warcham. 
Thomas Erle Eſq; 
George Savage Eſq; 
Borough of © Corfe-Caftle. 
Ar Nathins. Naper Knight and Baronet. 


* Richard Fowns Eſq; 


IVulliam Bowes Eſq; 

Thomas Fetherſton Hough Eſq; 
City of Durham. 

Sir Richard Lloyd Knight, 

* William Tempeſt Eſq; 


Cilex, 3 


Heriry Mildmay Efq | 


— — . 
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Folm Lemot Hcnywood Eſq; 
Borough of C olcheſter. 
Sir Herbottle Grimfton Baronet. 
* Samuel Reynolds Ef; 
Borough of . Malden. 


* Sit FPAltiarh Wiſeman Kt. and Baroner, 


Sir Thomas Darcy Baronet. 
Borough. of. Harwich. 

Sir Philip Paxker Baronet. 

Sir: Thomas Mydalton Knight. 


. Glouceſterſhire, $. 


Sir-Ra/ph Dutton Baronet. 
our John Guſe Baronet. 
Ciry of Glouceſter. 


741 4160 htd Diaith 


Charles Somerſet Lord Herbers. 
Borough of C:renpefter. 
Sir Robert Atkins Junior Knight. 
Henry Powle Eiq; --: 
Borough of 1 ithesbiry. 
Sir Hewry Cape! Knght: of the Bath. 
Sir Francis Ruſſel Baronet. 


Ss 


*Perefordlhire, 8. 


FohnVilcount Scudamore. 

Sir Edward Harley Kt. of the Bath. 
City of Hereford. 

Paul Foley Elq; 

* Herbert Aubery Eq; . 
Borough of Lempſeer. 

Folm Dutton Cols Elq; 


Thomas 
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Thomas Coningsby Eſq; 
Borough of Webley. 

Fobn Birch Eſq; 

Foln Booth Eſq; 


Pertfozdthire, 6. 


Sir Charles Ceſar Knight, 
* [Filiam\Hales | 
Borough of Ser. Albans. 
Sir Thomas Pope Blount Baronet. 
 Satewel Grimften Elg; 
Borough of Hertford. 
Sir Thomas Bide Knight. 
Sir William Cooper Baronet. 


Puntingtonthire, 4. 


Sir Thomas Proby Baronet. 
Silus Titus Eſq; 
Borough of Huntington. 
Sidney Wortley, alias Montague Eſq; 
Lionel Walden Eſq; 


Kent, IQ». 


Sir Vere Fane Knight of the Bath, 
Edward Deering Elq; . 
City of Canturbury. 
* Lewis Watſon Elq; 
®* Vincent Denn Eq, 
City of Rocheſter. 
Sir Fobn Banks Baronet. 


* Sir 


| (263 ] 
* Sir Francis Clerk Knight. 
Borough of Maidflone 
Sir fon Taf:#7 Knight and Bar. 
Thomas Fane Elq ; 
Borough of Quinborough, 
Wiliam Glanvill Eſq; 
* Gerrard Gore Eſq; * 


Lancafter, 14. 


Chtrles Lord Brandon. 
Sir Charles Houghten Baronet. 
Borough of Lancaſter. 
Richard Kirkby Elq; 
William Spencer Junior, Eſq; 
Boronigh or Town of Preſton 
in Amounderneſs. 
Sir Robert Carr Knight and Barone 
Sir Gervas Elwes Baronet. 
Borough of Newton. 
Sir Fehn Chichley Knight, 
Anittrew Fountain Elq; 
Borongh of Wigoti. 
* Richard Lord Colcheſter. 
Charles Earl of Ancram. 
Borough of Clithero. 
Sir Thomas Strmger Roight. 
* Henry Marſden Eſq. 
Borough of Leverpool. 
Rujſhee- Wentworth Kc; 
Fobhn Dubos Merchanr. 


Leiceſter, 
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Leicefter, 4. 


Bennet Lord Sherrard. 

Sir Fohn Hartop Baronet. 
Town of Leiceſter. 

Fohn Gray Eq; 

or Henry Beaumont Knight. 


Lincoln, - 12. 


George Lord Viſcount C aſtleton. 
Sir Robert Carr Knight and Baroner, 
City of Lincoln, 
* Sir Thomas Huſſey Knight. 
Sir Thomas Meers Knight. 
. Borough of Boſton. 
Sir Anthony Irby Knrght. 
Sir William Tork Knight. 
Borough of Great Grimsby. 
William Broxo!me Eſq, 
George Pelham Eſq; 
"Town of Stamford. 
Sif Richard Cuſt Baroner. 
William Hyde Eſq, 
Borough of Grantham. 
Sir William Ellis Baronet. 
Sir Fobn Newton Baronet. 


Middleſex, 8. 


Sir William Roberts Knight, 
* Nicholas Raynton Eſq; 


(365 ) 
City of Weſtminſter. 

Sir HAlliam Poulteney Knight. 

Sir Millsgam Waller Knight. 

London, 


DIr Robert Clayton Knight Alderman. 
Thomas Pilkington Eſq; Alderman. 


Sir Thomas Player Knight. 
Willians Love Eſq; 


MPonmouth, Z a 


Sir Trevor Wlliams Baronet. 
Sir Edward Morgan Knight. 

Borough of Monmouth. 
Fobn Arnold Elq ; 


Nozfolk, 12. 


Sir Fobn Hebert Baronet. 
Sir Peter Gleen Baronet. 

-. City of Norwich. 
William Lord Paſton. 
Auguſtin Briggs Eq; 

Town of Lyn-Regis- 
* Sir Henry Hobart Knight. 
Simon Taylor Elq; 

Torn of Great Yarmouth, 
* Sir Fames Fobn/on Knight. 
George England Eq; 

Borough of Thetford. 
Sir Foſeph MWlliamſon Knight, 
William Harbord Elq,, 


Borough 
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Borough of Caſtlerifing. 
Sir Robert Howard Knight. 
Fames Hoſte Eq; 


Nozthampton, 9. 


Fobn Parkburſt Eſq; 
Miles Fleetwood Eq; 

City of Peterborough. 
* Withers Lord itz Williams. 
"Francis St. Fobn Eſq; 

Tawp of Northampton. 
Ralph Montague Elq; | 
Sir Wiliam Langham Knight. 
Town of ,Brackley. 

Sir Richard W/enman Baronet. | 
* Hilliap, Lafle BIR; 

Borouzh of Higham-Ferrics. 
fur Rice Rud Baronet. 


Notthumberland, 8. 


Sir Fohn. Fenwick Paroner. 
Sir Ra/ph Delaval. Baronet. 

Town of New-Caltle upon Tine. 
Sir Ralph Carr Knight. | 


[ 


Sir Nathanze! Folmſon Knight. 
Borough of Morpeth. 
Sir George Downaug Knight and Bar. 
Denie! Collingwood Elq; 
"Town of Berwick upon 'T'weed. 
Ralph Gray Elq; 
Folm Ruſhworth Eſq; 


Notting- 
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Nottingham, 8. 


Sir Scroop How Knight. 
Fobn White Eq; 
Town of Nottingham. 
Robert Pierrepoint El: 
Richard Slater Elq; 
Borough of Eaſt-Retford. 


Sir Edward Nevile Knight and Bar: 


Sir William Hicman Baronet. 
Town of Newark upon 'T rent. 

Sir Robert Markham Baronet. 

Sir Richard Rothwe! Baronet. 


Dxon, g. 


Thomas Hord Elq,; 
* Sir Phlilip Harcourt Knight. 
Univerſity of Oxon. 

Sir Leoline Fenkins Knight. 
Charles Perrot DoCtor of Laws. 
City of Oxon. 

Wiliam Wright Eſq; 
Broom W,-orwood Elq. 
Borough of New-Woodſlock, 
* Henry Bartie Eq; 
Nicholas Baynton Elq; 
Borough of Banbury. 
Sir 7olm Holman Baronet. 


Rutland, 25 


Phillip Sherrard Ela; 


E dear, 
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Edward Famwhkener Eſfg; 


on e8I:: & ate W Ya 
Dalop, 12. 


Richard Newport Eſq; 
William Leveſon Gower Eſq; 
Town of Salop. 
Sir Richard Corbes Baronet. 
Edward Kinnafton. Eſq; 
Borough of Burges, alias 
Bridgnorth. 
Sir William Woitmore Boronet. 
Sir Thomas yitmore Kr. of the Path. 
Borough of Ludlow. 
Francis Charleton Eq; 
* Charles Baldwyn Eſq; 
% Borough of Great Wenlock. 
Folm Woolriche Eſq; 
William Forreſter Eſq, 
Town of Biſhops Caſtle. 
Sir Richard Maſon Knight. 
* Richard More Eq; 


Sommerſet, 15. 


Sir William Portman Baronet. 
George Speke Eſq; 

City of Briſtol. 
* Sir Richard Hart Knight, 
* Thomas Earl Eſq; 

City of Bath. 
® Maurice Viſcount Fitzharding. 
 *'Sir H/illiam Baſſet Right, 
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City.of Wells. 
W.lliam Coward Eſq ; 
Fobn Hall Eſq; 
' Borough of Taunton. 
Edmund Prideaux Eſq; 
Fohlm Trenchard Eſq; 
Borough of Bridgwater. 
Sir Haſwell Tynz Baronet. 
* Sir Fobn Mallet Knight. 
Borough of Minehead. * 
Francis Lutterel Elq; | 
Thomas Palmer Eq; 
Borough of ' Ilceſter. 
* Lir John St. Barb. 
* Thomas Hoddy Jun. Eſq; 
Borqugh of Milburn Pore. 
Folm Hune Eſq; 
Henry Bull Elq; 


Southampton, 20. 


*" Charles &: of Wiltſhire. * 2 
Sir Francs Rolle Knyght. + 

| City of Wincheſter. 
Fames Lord Anneley. 

Sir Fohn Clobery Kanight. 
Town of Southampton. 
Sir Charles Windham Knight. 
Qr. Bey amin Newland Knight, 

Town of * Portimanth. 


George Legg Ela; 
Richard Nerton Eſq; 


B b Borough 
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of Yar mouth. 
* Sir Thomes Littleton Baronet. 
Lemuel Kingden Eſq; 
Borough of Pero efull 
Sir Fobms Norton Baronet. 
Leonard Bilſon Elq; 
Borough of Newport, alias 
Medong. 
Sir Robert Dillington Baronet. 
Fobn Leigh Eq; 
Borough o 's — 
* Eſſex Stroud Fl 
Oliver St, Fohms Fl 
Borough of Newton. 
Damel Finch Eſq; 
Sir Fobn Holms Knight. 
Borough of Chriſts Church. 
Sir Thomas Clarges Knight. 
George Fulford Eq; 
Rorou Es: Phagchurch 


Henry A 
| Borough X aningren 
Henry Dawley Eſq; 

Fohn Burrard Eſq; | 

Town of Andover. 
* Charles WW; eſt Eſq; 
* Fohn Collins Eſq; 


Staffordſhire, 10. 


Sr Walter Baggot Baronet. 
Sir Fobn Bowyer  aronet 


(371) 
City of Lichfield. 
Daniel Finch Eſq; 
Michael Biddulph Eſa; 
Borough of Srafford. 
Sir Thomas Armſtrong Knight. 
* Edwyn Skrymſher Eq; 
Borough of Newcaſtle Bike Line. 
Sir Thomns Rellet Baronet. 
Mitkam Levefton Gower Eq; 
Borough of Tamworth. 
Sir, Thomas Thyme Baronet. | By one In- 
* Fohn Swynfen Eſq; denture. 
"yy Swynfen Eſq; By another Inden* 
* Fohn Turton Eſq; tare. 


Syuffolk, 16. 


Sir Samul ip! 0h, 7" Baronet. 
Sir William Spring Baronet. 
Borovgh. bs Ipſwich. 

Fohn Wright Eſq; 

Sir Fohn Bazker Baronet. 
Borough, of Dunwich. 

Sir Robere Kemp | Baronet. 

Sir Phil; 'p Shippen Knight. 

Borough of Orford 

Sir Fohn Ditke Baronet. 

® Thomas Glemham Eſq; 
Burough of Aliþoroug/. 

Foln Bence Ela; 

tohn Cartawce hy; 

." Bf ought of Sudbury. 

Sur Gervpaic Eiwes Baronet. 


(rerva)e E182" es Elq; | 
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Borough of Eye. 
* Sir Robert Reve Baronet. 
* Sir Charles Gamdy Knight and Bar. 

Borough of St.Edmondsbu: y, 
Sir Thomas Harvey Knight. 
Thomas Fermyn Eſq; 

SDUrp, I4. 
Arther Onſlow Eq; 
; George Evelyn af Wotton Eſq; 

Borough of Southwark. 
Sir Rich How Knight. 

Peter Rich Eſq; 

Borough ot -Bletchingy. 
'* Sir Wlliam Guſton Knight. 
George Evelyn of Nutficld Efq: 

Borough of Ryepate. 
* Ralph Freeman. Eq; 
Dean Goodwin Eq; 

Borough of Guilford. 

Richard Onſlow Eq; 
Morgan Randyl Elq; 
Borough of Gatton: 
Sir Nicholas Carew Knight. 
Thomas Turgss Elq; 
Borough of Haſlemeexe. 
* Sir Yilliam More Baronet. 
* George Woodrooffe Eq; 


Sullex, 20. 


Sir 17.liam Thomas Baronct, 


Sir Fohn Fagg Baronet. 
City 


0373) 
City of C hicheſter 
Fohn Braman Blq; 
Richard Farrington Eſq; 
Borough of =. FO 
* John Mac he ll Eſq; 
Fohbn Michell E-1Q; 
Borough of Midburf. 
* M1 ullicm Mor: Parue Eſq; 
* 7ohn Cook Elq; 
Borough of Lews. 
The*mas Pelham iq; 
Richard Bridger Eg; 
Borough of New Shereham: 
* Robert Fagg Eſq; 
Fohn Hates K1q; 
Bor ough of Bramber. 
* Peircy Goring Elg; 
Henry Goring Eq; 
Borough of Steyning. 
Sir Toln Fagg Baronet. 
* Sir Fames Morton Knight. 
Borough of Eaſt- Grinſtead. 
* Sir Corill W;ch Knight. 
Henry Powle Elg; 
Borough ot Arundel. 
T1/ili. m Garway Eſq; 
Fames Butler Eſq; 


Warwickſhire, 6. 


* Sir Richard Newadigate Baronet. 


* Thomas Marriet Elq; 


Bb 2 


Cy 
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City of Coventry. 
Richard Hophans Elq; 
Fobn Stratford Eſq; 
Borough of Warwick, 
* Thomas Coventry Eſq; 
Thomas Lucy Elq; 


weſtmozeland, 4. 


* Sir Fohn Lowther of Lowther Bar. 
Allan Bellingham Eq; 
Borough of Apulby. 
* Sackoil Tufton Eſq; 
* Sir Fobn Bland Baronet. 


Wiltthire, 24+ 


Sir Walter St. Fohn Baronet. 
Thomas Thyme Eſq; 
City of New-Sarum. 
* Fohn Windham Eſq; 
Alexander Thiſtlewaite Eq, 
Borough of M:lton, 
Thomas Herbert Eq; 
Sir Fohn Nicholas Knight of the Bath, 
Borough of Downton. 
Sir Foſeph Aſh Baronet. 
Maurice Bockl/and Elq; 
Borough of Hjnaon. 
Sir Richard Grobham How Kt. and Bar. 
* Fohn Thynne Eſq; 
Borough of Weſtbury. 
William Trenchard Eſq; 
* Fohn Aſh Eſq; 
| Borough 


- 
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Borough of Hetsbwry. 
IVilliam Afb Eq; 
Edwgrd Afb Elq; 
h of. Caine. 
Sir George Hungerford Knight: 
* Walter Norborn Eſq; 
Borough of Devizes 
* Sir Walter Earnley Baronet. 
* George Fobnſon Eſq; 
Borough of Chipenhom. 
Sir Edward Hungerford Kr. of the Bath, 
Sir George Speke Baronet. 
Borough of Malmsbury. 
Sir William Eſcourt Baronet. 
Jr Fames Baronet. 
Borough of Cirklade. 
William Lenthal Eſq; 
Edmund Web Elq; 
Borough of Great Beawyn. 
* Sir Fobn Earnly Knight. 
F Folm Wildman Eſq; 
Borough of Ludgeſale 
Thomas Neal Eſq; þ by one Inden- 
Fohm Gerard Eſq; | ture. . 
* Sir John Talbor Knight | by another 
* Fohn Smith Eſq; Indenture. 
Borough of Old Sarum. 
Sir Eliab Harvey Knight. 
D1r Thomas Mompeſſon Knight. 
Borough of Wotlen Baſſet . 
Henry St. Fobn Eſq; 
Folm Pledat Ela: 


Bb 4 Borough 
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Borough of Marlborough. 


Thomas L ord Bruce. 
Thomas Benet Eſq; 


worceſterdhire, 9. 


Thomas Foley Eq; 
* Bridges Nanfon Eſq; 
City of Worceſter. 
Sir Francis Winington Knight. 
* Henry Herbert Eſq; 
Borough of Droitwich. 
Henry Coventry Eſq); 

Samuel Saniy: the Elder Eſq; 
Borough of Eveſham. 
Sir Fames Ruſhout Baronet. 

* Edward Rudge Elq; 

Borough of Bewdley. 
Philip Foley Elq; 

Pork, 30. 
Charles Lord Clifford. 
Henry Lord Fairfax. 
City of York. 

Sir Henry Thompſon Knight. 
Sir Fohn Hewley Knight. 

Town of Kingſton upon Hull. 
Sir Michael Woarton Knight. 
William Gee Eſq; 

| Borough of Knaesborough, 

Sir Thomas $/;ngsby Baronet. 
Willam Steckdsle Elq; 

Borough of Scarborough. 
W.lliam Thompſon Eq; 
Francis Thempſon Elq, 

Borough of Rippon. 
Richard Stern Eſq; 


Chriſtopher Wandeiford Eſq Borough 


(377) 
Borough of Richmond. 

* Fohn Darcy Eſq; 

Humphyy Wharton Elq, 
Borough of Heyden. 

Henry Guy Elq; 

William Boynton Eſq; 
Borough of Borowg)brigg. 

Sir Thomas Mauliverer Baronet, 

Sir Fohn Brooke Baronet. 
Borough of Malton 

William Palmes Eſq; 

Sir Wathinſen Paylet Baronet. 
Borough of Thirske. 

Sir William Franckland Knight. 

* Sir Mlliam Aſcough Knight. 
Borough of Aldborough. 

Sir Godfrey Copley Barcnet. 

* Sir Fohn Reresby Baronet. 
Borough of Beverly. 

Sir Fohn Hothgm Baronet. 

Michael Warton Eq; 
Borough of Northallerton. 

S1r Gilbert Gerard Baronet. 

Sir Henry Calverly Knight 
Borough of Pontefratt. 

Sir Fohn Dawney Viſcount Down 

Sir Patience Ward Knight. 


— 


BARONS ofthe CINQUE 


PORTS 16, 


Port of Haſtings 
Sir Robert Parker Baroner, 
* Thomas 2Aun Elq; 


Town 
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Town of Winchelſea. 
* Sir Stephen Leonard Knight. 
Creſbeld Draper Elq; 
Town of Rye, 
.Sir Fohn Dorrel Kt. 
Thomas Frewen Eſq, 
Port of New-Rummey. 
Sir Charles Sedley Baronet. 
Paul Barret El; 
Port of Hythe. 
Sir Edwerd Deermg Baron. 
Edward Hales Eſq; 
Port of Dover 
Wiltam Stokes Elq; 
Thomas Papillion Eſq; 
Port of Sandwich. 
Sir Fames Oxmnden Knight and Baz, 
Foim Therkane Eſq; 
Port of Seaford. 
* Edward Montagne Eiq; 
* Edward Selwyn El: 


WALES.: 
( 24) 


Angleſep, 2. 
Richard Bukeley Ela; 


Town of Bewmorris 
Hem Bukeley Eſq; 
Bzecon 


(379) 


WB2econ, 2. 


Richard Williams Eſq; 
Town of Brecon. 


Folm Jefferies Eq; 
Cardigan, 2. 


Edward Vaughan Etq; 
Town of C ardigan 
Heer Phillips Eſq; 


Carmarthen, =. 


Fohn Lord Vaughan Kr. of the Bath, 
Town of Carmarthen. 
Ailtham Vaugan E1q; 


Carnarvan, 2. 


Sir Thomas Bukeley Kt. and Baronet 
Town of Carnarvan. 
Thomas Meſteyn Eq); 


Penby, 2. 


SIr Fehn Trevor Knight, 
Town of Denby. 
Sir John Salzsbury Baronet, 


Flint, 
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Flink, 2. 


_ Sir Fohn Hanmer Kr, and Baronet, 
Town of Flee. 
* Thomas Wnitley Eſq; 


Glamozgan, 2. 


* Sir Efvard Mane! Baronet. 
Town of Cardiffe. 
Buſy Manſel Eſq; 


Merionith, 1. 


* Sir Robert Owen Knigh - 


Pembzoke. 3. 


* William Wogan Elq; 
Town of Haverford-1:/t. 

F Thomas Howard Eſq 

| Town of Pembrook. 

Arthur Owen Eſq; 


Bontgomery, 2. 


Edward Vaughan Eiq; 
Town of Montgomery. 
Matthew Price Elq 


(381) 
| RKadnoz, 2s 


Sir Roland Gwyme Knight, 
Town of Radnor. 
* Sir Fohn Mergan Baronet. 


The COM MONS 
Ia all 513 


New Members returned x :6. 
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UT after all theſe forementioned Debates { 
ſolemnly, ſo maturely and deliberately argu- 
ed in the Houſes, and the Advice of the Com- 
mons of England fo {incerely and cordially given 
upon the moſt weighty and important Afairs of 
the Kingdom ; His Majeſty fway'd by the extra- 
travagant Counſels of his Self-intereſted Courtters, 
ina hurry, was pleaſed to diſſolve the Parliamen: 

But finding the Nation diflatished with ſuch vi- 
olent Proceedings, he found it neceſlary to put 
forth a Declaration to all his loving SubjefF:, f1gned 
Francis Gwyn,and ordered to be read in all Churches 
of England, declaring the Caufes and Reaſons that 
moved him to diffolve the two laſt Parliaments, 
which ran to this effect. 

That he was much troubled to be brought to 
the Diflolving the two laſt Parliaments, without 
any more benefit to the People, but that having 
done his part in providing them ſo many Oppor- 
runities for their Good, it could not be juſtly im- 
pured to him, that the Succels did not an{wer his 
{"xpectation. 

"Therefore he could not but at that time take 
notice of the particular Cauſes of his DiſlatisfaCti- 
on, recommended at the beginning of the laſt Par- 
lament, to their Care to avoid. To which pur- 
poſe, at the lait Parliament held at Weſtminſter, 
he*had expreſſed his readineſs to fatishe their De- 
ſires, to ſecure them againſt all their juſt Fears of 
his not preſerving the eſtabliſhed Religion, and 
{.iberty and Property of the Subjects at Home, 
and ſupporting his Allies abroad. 

To which intent, he folemaly declared his Re- 
ſulurtons to have complicd with them in any thing 


fo 


( 383 ) 


ſo far as would have been conſiſtent with the Be- 
ing of the Government. 

In order whereunto, he asked them to fu 
his Alliances for the general Peace of Chriſtendom ; 
he recommended to them the farther Examination 
of the Plot ; he deſired their Advice for the 
Preſervation of Tangier, and offered all Remedies 
for the Preſervation of the Proteſtant Religion, 
that the Succeſſion might be preſerved in its due 
and legal Courſe. To all which, he met with 
unſutable Returns of Addreſſes more like Remon- 
ftrances, Arbitrary Orders, and ſtrange illegal 
Vatres hor Matters that had no relation to Privis 
ledges of Parliament, viz. 

"That no Man ſhould lend any Money upor 
the Branches of the Kings Revenue; nor buy ar 
pay any Tally of Anticipation upon any part of 
the Kings Revenue: 

Which Votes, not only diſabled him to "REN 
his Allies, and preſerve Taxgier, but expoſed higy. 
to all Dangers that might happen at home of 
abroad. 

That the ſame Month they aſſed another 
Vote, That the Proſecution of Proteſtant Diſlen-, 
ters was a Grievance to the Subject, &c. By 
which Vote, they aſſumed to themſelves a Powers 
of ſuſpending Acts of Parliament. 

That theſe Proceedings caufed him to part, 
with the firſt Pafliament, and to aflemble another, 
at-Oxford, who had warning given them ot the: 
Errors of the former, and were required to make 
the Laws of the Land their Rule, adding withal, 
that he could not depart from w har he had for 
werly declared concerning the Succetſion ; yer 
har 
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that he was ready to hearken to any Expedient; 
by which the Religion eſtabliſhed might be pre- 
ſerved, yet Monarchy not be deſtroyed. 
Nevertheleſs, That no Expedient would be en- 
tertained, but a total Excluſion, which ſo nearly 
concerned him 1n Honour, Juſtice and Conſcience, 
that he could not conſent to jt; Belides that, he 
had reaſon to believe, that had he conſented to 
the Excluſion, the Parliament would have attempt- 


ed Changes of greater Importance. 

That the buſineſs of Fitz-Harris was carried on to 
that extremity, that there was no hopes of a Reconci- 
Jjation. They having voted that their Refuſal of his 
Impeachment by the Lords was a Denial of Juftice, and 
a Violation of the Conſtitution of Parliaments, an Ob- 
ftruftion to the farther Diſcovery of the Plot, and of 
great danger to his Najefties Perſon and the Proteſtant 
Religion. All which, in his Opinion, put the two 
Houles out of a Capacity of tranſating Bufineſs toge- 
ther, and conſequently was the greateſt Violation of 
the Conſtitution of Parliaments. And that theſe Heats 
between the two Houſes, and Diſappointments of the 
Publick Ends, cauſed him to put an end to that Parlia- 
ment likewiſe, 

However, that notwithftanding the Malice of ill Men, 
who laboured to perſwade the People that he intended 
to lay aſide the Uſe of Parliaments, he declared that no 
Irregularities in Parliaments ſhould ever make him out 
of Love with them; but that on the other fide, he 
was reſolved to have frequent Parliaments, and in the 
Intervals, to uſe his utmoſt Endeavors to extirpate 
Popery, and. redreſs the Grievances of his Subjects ; 
koping at the next: meeting in Parliament, to perfect 
all that Settlement 'which ſhould be found wanting Ei- 
ther in Church or $tace, | 
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HE Amazement which ſciz'd every 
good Man upon the unlookd tor 
Diflolution of rwo Parliaments, with- 
in three Months, was not greater 
than at the fight of a Declaration pretending to 
juſtifie, and give Reaſons for fuch extraordinary 
Proceedings. 

It is not be denied, but that our Kings have 
in a great meaſure been intruſted with the power 
of Calling and Declaring the Diflolutions of 
Parliaments. But leaſt through defect of Age, 
Experience or Underſtanding, they thould at any 
time forget, or miitake our Conſtitution ; or by 
Paſon, private Intereſt, or the Influence of ill 
(CC 2 Count:)lors 
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Counſeliors, be fo far miſled as not to Aﬀemble 
Parliaments, when the publick Aﬀairs r<quire it ; 
or to declare them Diflolved before rhe ends of 
their Meeting were accompliſhed : The Wiſdom. 
of our Anceſtors has proved by divers Statutes, 

both tor the holding of Parlia- 
4 Edward 2. c. ments Ainually, and that they 
14. 36 Edward ſhould not be prorogied or Dil- 
3-c.10.2Richard fglved till all the Petitions and 
2 NN..20. Bills betore them were anſwer- 

ed and redreſſled, The Conſti- 
rution had been equally impertect and deſtructive 
of it ſelf, had it been left to the choice of the 
Yrince whether he would ever Summon a Par- 
l'ament, or put into his power to diſmiſs them 
Arvitrarily at his pleaſure. 

That Parliaments ſhould thus meet, and thus 
fit, is ſecured to us by the ſame Sacred Tie, by 
which the King at his Coronation does oblige 
himſelf, ro let his Judges Sit t» diſtribute Juſtice 
every Term, and to preſerve nviolably all other 
Rights and Liberties of his Subjects. "Therefore 
avruptly to Diſlolve Parliaments at ſuch a Time, 
when nothing bur the Legiflative Power, and the 
United Wiſdom of the Kingdom could relieve 
us from our Juſt Fears, or ſecure us from our 
certain Dangers, is very unſuitable to the great 
Truſt repoſed in the Prince, and ſeems to ex- 
preſs but little of that Aﬀettion which we will 
always hope his Majeſty bears towards his Peo- 
ple and the Proteſtant Religion. But 'tis not 
only of the Difſolution it ſelf that we complain - 
The manner of doing it, is unwarranted by the 
Precedents of former Times, and full of dange- 
TOUS 
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rous Conſequents. We are taught by the Writ 
of Summon, that Parliaments are never called 
without the Advice of the Council, and the 
uſage of all Ages has been never to fend them 
away without the ſame Advice. To forſake this 
fate Method, is to expoſe the Ring perſonally to 
the RefleQions and C:nfares of the whole Na- 
tion for ſo ungrareful an A£Ztion. Our Laws 
have raken care to make the King always dear 
to his People, and tv preſerve his Perſon Sa- 
cred in their Efteem, by witely preventing him 
from appearing as Author of any thing which 
may be unacceptable to them. *T'is therefore 
that he doth not Execute any conliderable AEt 
of Regal Power, till ir be firit debated and 
reſolved in Council, becauſe then *ris the Coun- 
ſe llors muſt anſwer tor the Advice they give, 
and are puniſhable for ſuch Orders as are Irre- 
gular and Illegal. Nor can his Miniſters juſti- 
he any unlawful Action under the : Colour of 
the King's Commands, {ince all his Commands, 
that are contrary to Law, are void; (which 
is the true Reaſon of that well known Maxim, 
That the King can do no wrong. ) A 'Mgxim 
juſt in ir felt, and alike fate for the Prince, 
and for the Subject, there' being nothing more 
ablurd, than that a Favourite ſhould” excule 
his enormous Actings by a pretended. Com- 
mand, which we may reaſonably ſuppoſe he firſt 
procured to be laid upon himlelt : But we know 
not whom to charge with Adviſing this laſt 
Diflolution : It was a work of Darkneſs ; and if 
we are not milinform'd, the Privy Council was 
a much ſurpriz'd at it as the Nation. 
LE-1 Nor 
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Nor will a future Parltament be able to charge 
any Body as the Author or Adviſer of the late 
Printed Paper, which bears the Title.of His Ma- 
Jeſty's Declaration, though every good Subject 
ought to be careful how he calls it ſo. For his 
Majeſty never {peaks to his People as a King, 
but either perſorally in h's Parliamert, or at 
other times under his Seal, for which the Chan- 
cellor or other Officers are reſponſible, if what 
paſles them be not warranted by Law. Nor can 
the DireCtion of the Privy Council, enforce any 
thing upon the people, unleſs that Royal and Le- 
g-1 Stamp gives it an Authority. But this De- 
claration comes abroad without any ſuch SanCti- 
on, and there is no other Ground to aſcribe it to 
his Majeſty, than the uncertain Credit of the 
Printer, whom we will eaſily ſuſpect of an Im- 
poſture, rather than think the King would deviate 
from the approved courſe of his. Illuſtrious An- 
celtors, to. purſue a New and Unſuccefstul Me- 
thad. _ 

\ The firſt-Declaration of this ſort, which I ne- 
ver met with, being that which. was/publiſhed in 
the Year 1628. which was fo far from an{wer- 
ing the ends of its coming out, that it filled the 
whole Kingdom with. Jealoultes, and was one 
of the firſt ſad Cauſes of the enſuing unhappy 
War. 

The. Truth is, Declarations tg juſtifte what 
Princes do, muſt always be either needleſs or in- 
effectual. Their Actions ought to be ſuch as 
may recommend themſelves to the World, ,and 
carry their own Evidence along with them of 


their uſefulneſs to the Publick ; and then no Arts 
to 
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fo juſtife them will be neceſſary. When a Prince 
deſcends fo low as to give his Subjedts  Reafons 
for what he has done, he not only makes them 
Judges whether there be any werght in thoſe 
Reaſons,but by ſo unuſual a fubmifhon gives cauſe 
to ſuſpe&, that he is, conſcious to himſelt that 
his Actions want an Apology. And 1f they are 
indeed urjuſtihable, if they are oppolite to the 
Inclinations, and apparently deſtructive to the 
Intereſt of his Subjecls, it will be very difficulr 
for the wolt Eloquent' or Inſinuating Declarati- 
on, to make them in 'Love 'with ſuch things. 
And therefore they, did certainly undertake no 
ealie Task in pretending to perſwade "men who 
ſee themſelves expoſed to” the reſtlefs 'Malice of 
their Enemies, who obſerve the languiſhing Con- 
Cition of the Nation, and that nothing but a 
Parliament can provide Remedies for the: great 
Evils which they Feal ard Fear; that two fe- 
veral Parliaments, upon whom they had placed 
all their hopes, were' ſo ſuddenly broken” out of 
kindneſs to them, or with any, regard to'"their 
Advantage. It. was generally believed, that this 
Age would not have ſeen another Declaration, 
fince, Coleman's was fo unluckily publiſhed before 
its time: Not only becauſe thereby the Worid 
was taught how little they ought to rely upon 
the ſincerity of ſuch kind of Writings; bur 
becauſe that was a Maſter-piece which could 
hardly be equall%d, and our preſent” Miniſters 
may well be out of | Countenance, to fee 
their, Copy fall fo yery much ſhort: of the 
Original. 
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But ſhould this Declaration be ſuffered to ga 
abroad any longer, under the Royal Name, yet 
it will never be thought to have proceeded from 
his Majeſties Inclination, or his. Judgment, but 
to be gained from him by the Artihices of the 
ſame ill Men, who not heing content to have 
prevailed with him to Diffolve two Parliaments, 
only to prote&t them from publick Juſtice, dq 
now hope to excuſe themſelves from being 
thought the Authors of that Counſel, by making 
him openly to avow it. But they have dil: 
covered themfelves to the Kingdom, and have 
told. their own Names, when the number a- 
monegft the great Crimes of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, their having Declared divers Eminent Perſons 
to be Enemies to the King and Kingdom. T'is our 
happineſs, that the Cunning of theſe Eminent 
Perſons 1s.not equal to their Malice, in that they 
ſhould thus unwarily make themſelves known 
when they had fo ſecretly, and with ſo much 
Caution, given the pernicjzous Advice. None 
could be neg at the proceedings of the Par- 
liaments, but they who. were obnoxjous; none 
could be concerned to. vindicate the Diſſolution, 
bur they who had adviſed it. But they have 
performed this laſt Undertaking after ſuch a fort, 
that they have left themſelves not only without 
juſtibcation, but without all pretence hereafter. 
The: People were willing to think it the Unfor- 
tunate EfteCt of ſome ſuddain and precipitate Re- 
{olution ; but ſince they have now publickly al 
ſured us, that it was theReſult of Counſel and 
Deliberation, they cannot blame us for hopingone 


gay to ſee Juſtice done upon ſugh Counſellors, 
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But though to the Diſhonour of our Country 
it docs appear, that ſome Engliſh Men were COon- 
cerned in the unhappy Advice,of breaking the two 
laſt Parliaments, and ſetting up this pretended 
Defence of it ; yet the Galicyſms which arc found 
in the Paper ſhew the Writer to have been of 
another Nation, or at leaſt to have had his 
thoughts ſo much taken up tor the Intereſts of 
France, (whilſt he was labouring this way to 
heighten and perperuare the differences between 
the King and his People,) that he could not ex- 
preſs himſelf in any other 14iom than theirs, he 
would, not otherwiſe have introduced the King, 
ſaying, That it was a Matter extreamly ſenſible to 
Us; a Form of Speech peculiar to the French, 
and unknown to any other Nation. The Reader 
(who underſtands that Language) will obſerve fo 
many more of this kind as will give .him juſt 
cauſe to doubt, whether the whole Paper Was 
not a Tranſlation, and whether the Eng/iſþ one, 
or that which was publiſhed in French, was the 
Original | ? 

Let us then no longer wonder, that the time 
of Difſolving our Parliaments, is known at Pars 
ſooner than at London, {ince *ris probable, the 
Reaſons now given for it, were formed there 
roo. The Peers at Oxford were fo totally igno- 
rant of the Council, that they never once thought 
of a Diſſ»lution, cl they heard it ' pronounced ; 
but the Dutcheſs of Mazarine had better Intelli- 
gence, . and publiſhed the News at St. James's 
many hours before it was done. This Declara- 
tion was not Communicated to the Privy Coun- 
cil, till Friday the” Sth."of April, when his Ma- 
lty 
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xſty (according to the late Merhod) did Gra- 
cioully declare to them his pleaſure, to ſet it 
forth, without deſiring from them any Advice 
in the matter ; but Monſieur Barito, the French 
Ambaſſador, did net only read it to a Gentleman 
the Fifth of April, but adviſed with him about 
it, and demanded kis Opinion of it, which his 
Excellency will the better remember, becauſe 
of the great Liberty which the"Perſon took in 
Ridiculing it to his Face. Good God! to what a 
Condition is this Kingdom reduced, when the . Minje 
ters and Agents of the only Prince in the World, who 
can have Deſigns againſt, or of whom we ought. to be 
afraid, are not only made acquainted with the muſt 
ſecret Paſſages of State, but are made our Chief 
Miniſters too, and have the principal Conduit of our 
Affairs. And let the- World judge if the Com- 
mons had not reaſon for their Vote, when' they 
declared thoſe Eminent Perſons, who manage things 
at this rate, To be the Enemies to the King and 

Kingdom, 'and Promoters of the French Intereſt. 
hoſ6ever conſiders the Actions of our Great 
Men, will not think it ſtrange that they ſhould 
be hard put to it to find-out Reaſons which they 
might give for any of them, and they have had 
very ill luck whenever they went about it. That 
Reaſon which they had given for Diflolving three 
ſeveral - Parliaments ſuccefſively, is now grown 
ridiculous, That the King was reſolved to meet his 
People, and to have thew Advice in. frequent Parlia- 
ment, fince every Man took notice, that as foon 
as the Miniſters began to ſuſpett that his Ma- 
jeſty was inclined to hearken. to, and purfue their 
Advice, thoſe very , Parliaments were prelently 
| | Diflolved. 
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Diſſolved. 'This was all the Ground and Cauſe, 
which was thought of for breaking the laſt Par2 
liament at Weſtminſter, when the Proclamation of 
the 18th. of Fauuary, 1680. was publithed ; 
but they have now conlidered better, and have 
found out faults enough to ſwell into a Declara- 
tion, and yet as much offended as they are with 
this Parliament, they ſeem more highly angry 
with that which followed at Oxford. Nar 1s it 
at all ſtrange that it ſhould fall out ſo: For the 
Court never did yet Diflolve a Parliament ab- 
ruptly, and in a Heat, bur they found the next 
Parliament more Averſe, and to infiſt upon -the 
ſame things with greater eagerneſs than the for- 
mer. Engliſh Spirits reſent no Aftronts ſo highly 
as thoſe which are done to their Repreſentatives; 
and the Court will be ſure ro find the Efte&ts' of 
that Reſentinent in the next Election, A Parlia- 
ment does ever participate of the preſent Temper 
of ' the People. Never were Parliamen's ot more 
different Complexions than that of 164.0. and that 
of 1661. Yet they both exactly anſwered the 
humours which were predominant in the Natton, 
when they were reſpectively chofen. And there- 
fore while the people do fo univerſally Hate and 
Fear France and Popery, and do fo well underſtand 
who they, are who promote rhe French and Popiſh 
Intereſts, the Favourites: do but cozen themfetves 
tothink that they will ever fend up Repreſentatives 
lefs Zcalous 'to bring them' to Juſtice, than thoſe 
agamſt whom this Declaration is publiſhed. For 
ſurely this Declaration (what grear things ſoever 
may be expected trom it) will make but very few 
Converts, -rot only becauſe it repreſents things as 
nigh 
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high Crimes, which the whole Kingdom has been 
celebrating as meritorious Aftions, but, becauſe the 
people havebcen ſo often deceived by former De- 
clarations, that whoſoever carries that Name, will 
have no Credit with them for the Future. They 
have not yet forgotten the Declaration from Breda, 
though others forgot it fo ſoon, and do not ſpare 
zo ſay, thar if the ſame Diligence, the ſame ear- 
neſt Solicitation, bad bcen made uſe of in that 
Afﬀair, which have been fince exerciſed directly 
contrary to the Deſign of ir, there is no doubt bur 
every part of it would have had the defired Suc- 
ceſs, and all his Majeſties Subjects would have en- 
Joyed the Fruits of it, and would now been extol- 
ling a Prince fo careful to keep Sacred his Promi- 
ſes to his People. If we didtake notice of the ſe- 
yeral Declarations, publiſhed ſince that which we 
have laſt mentioned, we ſhall find they ſignifie as 
little ; and therefore we will only remember the 
laſt, made the 2 04h. of . April, 1679. and Decla- 
red in Council and-in Parliament, and after pub- 
l:ſhed to the whole Nation : Wherein his Majeſty 
owns that he is ſexſible of the ill poſture of bis Af- 
fairs, and the great Fealouſies and Difſatisfattio of 
bis good Subjetts, whereby the Crown and Government 
was become too weak to preſerve w ſelf, which proceeded 
from his uſe of a fingle Miniſtry, and of private Advi- 
ces ; and therefore profeſſes his Reſ olution, to lay them 
wholly afide for the future, and to be Adwiſed by theſe 
Able and Worthy Perſons, whom be had then choſen for 
brs Council, jn all bis Veighty and Imper tant Afﬀairs.. 
But every man muſt Acknowledge that either His 
Majeſty has utterly forgotten this publick and {o- 
lemn Promiſe, or elſe that nothing Yeighty 4nd 
Impor- 
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Important has happened from that time to this very 
day. 

_ for the Declaration read in our Churches the 
other day, there needs no other Argument to 
make us doubt of the reality of the promiſes 
which it makes, than to conſider how partially, 
and with how little ſincerity the things which ic 
pretends to relate, are therein repreſented. Ir be- 
gins with telling us in His Majeſties Name, That 
it was with exceeding great Trouble that he was brought 
to Diſſolve the two laſt Parliaments, without more be- 
nefit to the People by the calling of them. We ſhould 
queſtion His Majeſties Wiſdom, did we not be- 
heve him ro have underſtood, that never Parlia- 
ments had greater Opportunities of doing good ta 
himſelf and to his People. He could uot bur be 
ſenſible of the Dangers, and of the Neceffities of 
his Kingdom ; and therefore could not without ex- 
ceeding great Trouble, be prevailed upon - for the 
fake of a few Deſperate Men, (whom he thought 
himſelf concern'd to love now, only becauſe he 
had loved them roo well, and truſted them roo 
much before; ) not only to diſappoint the Hopes 
and Expectations of his own People, but of al- 
moſt Europe. His Majeſty did indeed do His part, 
ſo far, in giving Opportunities for providing for our 
Goed, as the Calling of Parliaments does amount to, 
and it is to be imputed to the Miniſters only, Thar 
the ſucceſs of them did not Anſwer His and Our Ex- 

Fations. "T's certain it cannot be imputed to 
any of the Proceedings of either of thoſe Parlia- 
ments ; which were compoſed of Men of as good 
Sence and Quality as any in the Nation, and pro- 
ceeded with as great Moderation, and managed 
ther 
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their Debates with as much temper as. was ever 
known in any Parliament. If they ſeen'd to go 
t09 far in any thing, His Majeſties Speeches or 
eclarations had miſled them, by ſome of which 
they had been invited to enter into every one of 
thoſe Debates; to which ſo much Exception has 
been {ince taken. Did he not frequently recom- 
mend the Proſecution of the Plot to them, with 
a ftrit and Impartial Inquiry ? 

Speech 2.1. Of. Did he not tell them, That he 
I 680, nexther thought himſelf nor them 
ſafe, till that matter was gone 

Speech 20. Apr. through «vith ? Did he not in his 
I679, Speech of the goth. of April, 
1679. Aſſure them, that it was 

his conſtant Care to ſecure our Religion for the Future 
in all Events, and that in all things which concern'd the 
Publick, Security, he would not follow their Jeal but 
leadit2 Has he not often wiſh'd, that he might be 
able to exerciſe « Pawer of Diſpenſation in reference to 
theſe Proteſtants, who through Tenderneſs of miſguided 
Conſcience did not conform to the Ceremonies, Diſct- 
line and Government of the 

Speech 2.6. Dec. Church? And promiſed that 
I 662, he would make it his ſpecial care to 
incline the Wiſdom of the Parlia- 

ment to concur with him, in making an At to that 
purpeſe.? And leaſt the malice of ill men might ob- 
ject, that theſe gracious Inclinations of his con- 
tiued no longer, than while there was a pol- 
ſibility of giving the Papiſts equal benefit of a 'To- 
leration. Has not his Majeſty ſince the difco- 
rery of the Plot, lynce there was no hopes of get- 
ting 
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ting ſo. much as a_ Convenience 

for them, in his Speech of the Speech 6. March, 
Gth. of March, 1679. Expreſt 1679; 
His Zeal not only for the' Prote- * 

ſtant Religson in General, but for an Union amongſt 
all ſorts of Proteftants * And did he nct cammand 
my Lord Chaxcellor atthe {ame time totell them, 
that it was neceſſary to diſtinguiſh between Popiſh and 
other Recuſants, between them that would deſtroy the 
whole Flock, and them that enly wander from ut £ 
Theſe rhings conſidered, we ſhould nor think the 
Parliament went too far, but rather that they did 
not follow his Majeſties Zeal with ah equal pace. 
The Truth is, if we oblerve the daily Provocati- 
ons of the Popiſh Faction, whole Rage and Info- 
lence were only increafed by the Diſcovery of the 
Plot, (ſo that they ſeemed to dehie Parliaments, as 
well as Inferior Courts of Juſtice) under the Pro- 
rection of the Duke, (their publickly avowed. 
Head ;) who ſtill carried on their Deſigns by new 
and more deteſtable Methods than ever, and were 
continually buſie by Perjuries and Subornations, 
to charge the beſt, and moſt conſiderable Prote- 
ſtants in the Kingdom with 'T reaſons, as black as 
thoſe of which themſelves were Guilty. If we 
obſerve what vile Arts were - uſed to hinder the 
further Diſcovery, what Liberty was given t9 
reproach the Diſcoverers, what means uſed to 
deſtroy or to corrupt them ; how the very Crinu- 
nals were encouraged and allowed to be good 
Witneſſes againſt their. Accufers? We ſhould 
catily excuſe any Englifþ Parliament thus beſet, if 
they had been carried to fome little Exceſſes. Bur 
yet all this could not provoke them to do any 
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thing not juſtifhable by the Laws of Parliament, 
or un-becoming the Wikdom and Gravity of an 
Engliſh Senate. | | 

But we are told that His Majeſty Opened the laſt? 
Parliament which was held at Weſtminſter, with as 
Gracious Expreſſions of His Readineſs to ſatisfie the 
Deſires of his Subjefts, and to ſecure them againſt all 
their juſt Fears, as the Weighty Conſideration, either 
of preſerving the Eſtabliſhed Religion and Property of 
his Subjetts at Home; or of ſupporting his Neigh- 
bours and Allies Abroad could fill his Heart 
with, We muſt own that his Majeſty has Open- 
ed all his Parliaments at Weſtminſter, with very 
Gracious Expreſſions : Not has he wanted that Evi- 
dence of His Readineſs to fatisfie the Deſires of his 
Subjefts ; but that fort of Evidence will ſoon loſe 
ts force if it be never followed by Actions corre- 
ſpondent, by which only the World can judge of 
the ſincerity of Exprefſions or Intentions. .And 
therefore the Favourites did little conſult His Maje- 
ſties Honour, when they bring him in folemnly 
declaring to his Subjects, That his Intentzons were 
as far as would have conſiſted with the very Being of 
rhe Government, to have complied with any thing that 
could have been propoſed to him to accompliſh thoſe 
End: ; when they are not able to produce an In- 
ſtance wherein they ſuftered him to comply in any 
one thing. Whatſoever the Houſe of Commons 
Addreſs'd for, was certainly deny'd, though it was 
only tor that Reaſon ; and there was no furer way 
of Intituling ones ſelf to the Favour of the Court, 
than to receive a Cenſure from the Repreſentative 
Body of the People. Let it for the preſent be. 


admitted, that ſome of the things delired by that 
Par- 


(401) 

Patrliamerit web exorbirant, and (becaufe we will 
put the Objetin as ſtrong as is poſſible) incon- 
ſiſtent with the” very being of the Government, 
yet ar leaſt, ſome of their Petirions were more 
reaſonable. The Government might have ſubli- 
{ted;' though the Gentlemen, . put out of the Com- 
miiſton of the Peace, for their Zealous afting a- 
gainſt the Ppiſts, had been reſtor'd 5 nor would 
2 final Diffo!ution of all things have enſued,though 
Sir George Fefferies had been removed out of pub- 
lick Offce, or my Lord - H. himſelf from his 
Majeſties Preſence and Councils. Had the Sta- 
tute of the Thirty fifth of Queen Elizabeth 
(which had juſtly ſlept for Eighty Years, and of 
late, unſeaſonably revived) been repealed, ſurely 
the Government might ſtill have been ſafe. And 
though the Fanaticks perhaps had not deſerved fo 
well as that in favour to them, his Maj-!ty ſhould 
have paſtedthat Bill : yet fince the Repeal might 
hereafter be of fo great Uſe, to thoſe of the 
Church of England, in caſe of a Popiſh Succellor, 
(which Bleffing his Majelty ſeems refolved to be- 
queath to his People; ) one would have thought 
he might have complied with the Parliaftent in 
that Propofal. Ag leaft, we ſhould have had leſs 
Reafon to complain of the refuſal, it the King 
would have been bur Graciouſly pleaſed ro have 
done it in the ordinary way. Bur the Miniſters 
thought they had nor ſufficiently triumphed over 
the Parliament, by getting the Bill rejected, unleſs 
it were done in fuch a manner, ' as thar the Preit- 
dent might be more pernicious to Polterity, by in- 
troduciog a new Negative in'the making of Laws, 

*Dd than 
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than the lofing of any . Bill, hgw uſeful foever 
could be to-the preſent Age. bs we may af- 
firm, that if the- Succeſs of thn, Parliament did 
mot anſwer ExpeCtation, whoeyer was guilty of it, 
the Houſe of Commons did not fail of doing their 
Part. Never did ' men Husband their time to 
more Advantage. They opened the Eyes of the 
Nation. They. ſhewed them their danger, with a 
Freedom becoming Eng/jſþ Men. They aflert- 
ed the Peoples Right of Petitioning. They 
proceeded vigorouſly againſt .the Conſpara- 
tors Diſcovered, and Heartily endeavoured 
to. take away the very Root, of the Con- 
ipiracy : "They had before them as many great 
and uſeful Billsas had been ſeen in any Parliamenr, 
and it is not to be laid at their Doors that they 
proved Abortive. This Age will never fail to 
give them their. gratets] Acknowledgments, and 
Poſterity will remember that Houſe oft Commons 
with Honour. | 
We come now to the particular enumeration of 
thoſe Gracious Things which were ſaid to the Par- 
liament at Weſtminſter. His, Majeſty ask'd of them 
the ſuppprting the Alliances he had made for 'the Pre- 
ſervation of the General Peace in Chriſtendom. *T'is 
ro be wiſh'd his Majeſty had added to this Graci- 
ous Asking of Money, a Gracious Communica- 
tion of thoſe Alliances, and that ſuch blind Obe- 
dience had not been exaCted from them, as to 
Contribute to the Support of they knew not what 
themſelves ; nor before they had conlidered whe- 
ther thoſe Alliances which were made, were truly 


defign'd forthat End which was pretend&d, or any 
* way 
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way likely to prove efteQual to it. Since no Pre- 
cedent can be ſhewn, that ever a Parliament, (not 
even the late Long Parliament, though filled with 
D. his Penſioners) did give Money for main- 
taming any Leagues, till they were firſt made ac- 
quainted with the particulars of them. But be: 
ſides this, the Parliament had reaſon ro conlider 
well of the General Peace it ſelf, and the Influence 
it might have, and had, upon our Affairs, before 
they came to any Reſolution, or ſo much as to a 
Debate about preſerving it ; lince ſo wife a Mint- 
ſter as my Lord Chanrcellsr had fo 
lately told us, That it was fitter Lord Chancellor's 
for Meditation than Diſcourſe. He Speech,2.3 May, 
informed us in the ſame Speech, 1678. 
That the Peace then was but the 
Effect of Deſpair in the Confederates, and we 
have fince learn'd by whoſe means they were re- 
duced to that ])eſpair ; and what price was de- 
manded of the French King tor fo great a Service. 
And we cannot but be ſadly ſenhible how by this 
Peace, that Monarch has not only quite Diffolv'd 
the Confederacy form'd againſt him, enlarged his 
Dominions, gained time ro 1s his Souldiers 
harrafled with long Service, fetled and compoſed 
his Subjects at Home, increaſed his Fleet, > re- 
pleniſhed his Exchequer for new and greater De- 
ſigns ; but his Penſ1oners at our Court have grown 
inſolent upon it, and preſuming that now he may 
be at leiſure to aſſiſt them im Ruining England, and 
the Proteſtant Religion together, have ihaken oft 
a!l dread of Parliaments, and have prevaild with 
his Majeſty to uſe them with as little reſpect, and 
to diſperſe them with as great Contempt, as it they 
Dd 2 had 
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had been a Conventicle, and not the great Repre- 
ſentative of the Nation, whoſe Power and Wif- 
dom only could fave him and us, in our preſent 

Exigencies. | 
But whatever the Deſigh of them was, -or the 
Effect of them is like to be, yer Alliances have a 
very good ſound, and a Nation ſo excompalled 
with Enemies abroad, and Traitors and Penitoners 
to thoſe Enemies at home, muſt needs be glad to 
hear of any new Friends. But alas, it we look 
into the Speech made at the Opening of that Par- 
liament, we ſhall find no mention of any new 
Ally except the Spaniard, whoſe Aﬀairs at that 
time, through the DefeCts of his own Govern- 
ment, and the. Treachery of our Miilters, were 
reduced to {o deſperate a State, thar he might 
well be a Burden to us; bur there was little to be 
hoped from a Friendſhip with him, unlefs by the 
name of a League, to recommend our Miniſters 
to a new Parliament, and couzen Country Gen- 
tlemen out of their Money. But upon perulal of 
that League, it appears by the Third, Fourth, 
and Fifth Articles, that it was like to create us 
Trouble enough, for it engages us indefinitely to 
enter into all the Quarrels ot tte Sparrards, though 
they happened in the :# Indies or the Philipme 
I/ands, or were drawn upon himfelt by his own 
Irjuftice or cauſeleſs Procations. By this we ſhall 
be obliged to efpoule his difference with the Duke 
of Brandenburgh, though all that Duke did, was 
according to the Law of Nations, to Reprize Spa» 
iſh Ships for a juſt Debt frequent|y demanded in 
vain. By this we ſhall be obliged to engage in 
his prefent War with the Portgnefe, though he by 
his 
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his violent ſ*i2'ing of the Iſland of St. Gabrie! 
which had long heen in their praceable pulictlions 
without cnce demanding it of them, has moſt 
juſtly provokc d the Portugueſe to 'nv.de Span. Nor 
are we bound only to «tht himin cafe of an Inva- 
fion ; bur incite of any Diſturbance whatſoever, 
which muſt be intended of inteſti:ie Troubles, 
(and it is fo directly explained 1n the ſecret Articie, 
which all Eurmpe fays, was iigned at the ſame 
rime.) Sq that if the preſent King of Spain ſhould 
imitate his Great Granztather, Ph:/zp the Sccond, 
and oppreſs any of his Subjects, as cruelly as ne 
did thoſe of the Low Countries, and {o force them 
to a neceſſary S2If Defence ; we have renounced 
the policy of our Anceltors, who thoughr it their 
Intereſt as well as their Duty to ſuccour th? diſtrefe 
ſed, and muſt not only aid him with $605 Men 
for three Months, to make thoſe People Slaves, 
but if Be matter cannot be compoſed im that time, 
make War upon them, with our whole Force 
both by Land and Sea. Bur that which con- 
cerns us yet nearer in this League, is, that this 
Obligation of ailitance was mutual, fo that if a 
Diſturbance ſhou'd h:ppen hereatter in England, 
upon any attempt to change our Religion or our 
Government, though it was in the time of hig 
Majeſties Succeflors, the Mott Catholick King is 
obliged by this League, (which we are ſtill ro 
beljeve was entred into, for the lecurity of the 
Proteſtant Religion, and the good of the Nation} 
to give Aid to ſo Pious a Delign, and to make 
War upon the People with all his Forces both 
by Land and Sea. And therefore it was ny won- 
der that the Miniſters were not forward in ſhew- 
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Ing this League to the Parliament, who. would 
ſoon have obſerved all theſe Inconveniences, and 
have ſeen how little ſuch a League could contri- 
bute to the preſerving the General Peace, or to 
the- Securing of Flanders, {1nce the French King 
may within one Months time poſleſs himſelf of it, 
and we by the League are not obliged to fend our 
Succours till Three Months after the Invaſion. 
So that they would upon the whole matter, have 
been inclined to ſuſpect, that the main End of 
this League was only to ſerve for an handſome 
pretence to raiſe an Army in England, and if the 
people here ſhould grow diſconrented at it, and a- 
ny little Diſorders ſhould enſue, the Spaniard is 
thereby obliged to ſend over Forces to ſuppreſs 

them. 
The next thing recommended to them, was the 
farther Examination of the Plot, and every one 
who has obſerved what has paſſed for mone than 
two years together, cannot doubt that this was 
{incerely defred by ſuch asare moſt in Credit with 
his Majeſty, and then ſurely the Parliament de- 
ſerved not to be cenſured upon this Account, fince 
the Examination of ſo many new Witneſles, the 
Tryal of the Lord Stafford, the great preparati- 
ons for the Tryals of the reſt of the Lords, and 
their diligent Enquiry into the Horrid 11 Trea- 
fons, ſhew, that the Parliament wanted no Dilt- 
gence to purſue his Majeſties good Intentions 1n 
that Aﬀcair. And when His Ma= 

Addreſs preſented jeſty deſired from the - Parliament 
21.Dec. 1680. their Advice and Aſſiſtance con- 
cernimy the preſervation of Tan- 

gier, the Commons did nor neglect to give TR 
ue 


due Conſideration. They truly | ; 
reprifentedto him how that Im- Addreſs preſented 
rtant place came to be brought 2.9. Nov. 1680. - 

into ſuch Exigencles, after ſo vaſt * Lego 
& Treaſure expended to make it uſeful ;, and that no- 
thing better tbuld be expetted of a Town, for the! 
moſt pare put under Popiſh Governors, and always 
flFd with a © Pop;ſo Garti/in. Theſe were Evtls: 
in his Majeſty's own Power to redrefs,” and they 
adviſed him to it ; nor did they reſt' there,- but pro+ 
miſe to afſiſt him in Defence ct it, as foorras ever \, 
they could be reaſonably ſecured, that 'any-Supply 
which they gave-for that purpoſe, ſhould 'nor be 
uſed to Augment the Strenpth of our Popiſh Adverſas 
ries, and to" encreaſe our Dangers at Home. They 
had more than once ſeen money employed directly 
contrary to the end for which it was given by 
Parliartient, and they had too good caule of Fear 
it might be ſo again ; and they knew that ſuch a 
miltmployment would havtbeen fatal at thar time. 
But above all, they conſidered the eminent Dane 
ger which threatned 'them with certain Ruine ar 
Home; and therefore juſtly thought that to leave 
the Confideraticn of England to provide for Tan- 
gier, would be ro a&t like a Man that ſhould fend 
his Servants to mend a Gap in his Hedge when 
he faw his Houſe on Fire; and his Family like to 
be confumet 'm it. We . are next told; that © his 
Majeſty Offered to'concur in any Remedies that covld 
be propoſed for the Security "of the Proteſtant Religion, 
and we muſt own that he'.did indeed make fuch 
an Offer,” but 'he was pleafed'to go-no farther, for 
thoſe Remedits © which - the Commons tendered 
were | rejected, and thoſe: "which they were 
os : D& 4: pre- 
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' preparing, were -prevented "by a. " Didoly- 
* LiQn, 
We have ſeen the great things which the King 
did on his part; let. us now. reflect on theſe Iq- 
ſtances which are {mgled, our, as, ſo many unſuitable 
Returns of the Commons. : They are coniplained of 
fog-preſenting Hdareſſs in the nature of Remon- 
ftranoss rather tha: Anſwers... Under what uncappy 
Circumſtances do we find our ſelves, when our 
Repreſentatives can never behave thy mſelves with 
- that Caution, but rhey will be mil-interpreted at 
Court? If the Commons had return'd Aniwer to 
his Majeſty's Mcflages, without ſhewing upon what 
Grounds they proceeded, they had then been ac- 
cuſed as mien actuig peremptorily, and, without 
reaſon ; it they muceſtly. exprets the reafons of 
their Reſolutions, they are then fail to, Remon- 
ſtrate. But whar the Miniſters would have this 
word Remonſtrance {ignitie, what Crime it is they 
mean thereby, to charge the Commons with, zs 
unknown to an Engliſh Reader. Perhaps they who 
are. better Criticks, and more Frexcb-men,, know 
ſome pernicious thing which it imparts. If they 
mean by a4 Remoaitran Ce, Aa deciarmg - the Cauſes and 
Regſors of what they, do, it will not lurcly be im- 
pured as a Fault in them, fince *tis a way of pro- 
ceeding which his Majeſty's Minittershaye juſtihed 
by. their. own Example, having in his Maxtty's 
Name vouchlafed to. declare the C aver | and Reaſons 
of hes Attions to his People, 
Bur the Commons made Arbitrary: Orders for _ 
hing.. Perſons into Cultody, for -matters that had 14 Res 
lation to Priviledges of Parizament. The-Contrivers 


0: this Declaration, who are fo particular i in other 
things, 


(45s) 
things, would have done well to tiave given fome 
iriſtanices thefe Orders. 

Tf. they intend by theſe General Words, to re- 
fle&t on the Orders made to take thoſe degens 
rate Wretches into Cuſtody, who publiſtied un- 
der their Hands their Abhorrence of Parhaments, 
and of thoſe who in an humble and lawful man- 
ner © Petitioned for their Sitting, , in a time of 
ſuch extream ' neceſfity. Surely they are not in 
good, earneſt, they canriot believe themſelves, 
when they fay, that rh2/e 'Matters had no Relation 
to Prigledges of Parliament, it rhe Privitedge of 
Parljatent be concern'd when an imjury is done 
to any particular Member, how much more is 
it touched, when men ſtrike at Parlizments them- 
felves. id endeavour to wound the very Cons 
ſitution ? IE this be fa'd with Relation to Sher: | 
who has {tnce'troubled the World with fo man 
idle impudent Pimpfilets upon that account, *ts 
plaia that his Commirment was only in order to 
examine him about.the Popiſh Plotz” and his En- 
deayours to ftifie ir,” (though his contempruous 
Behaviour to the Houſe, diterved a much longer” 
Conhnement) and. *twas Infolepce in him ro Ar- 
raign their. Juſtice, hecauſe rhey. did not inſtant] 
leave ap their great Debates to difparch the ould 
neſs relating to hin. 

Thompſon of Briſtol, was Guilty of divers' great 
Breaches of Priviltedge ; bur yet his Commirmenc 
was only in order to .an Impeachment; and as 
ſoon, as they had gqae through with his Exami- 
nation,” they ordered him” ro be fer 'at Liberty, 
giving Security 40 anlwer the Impeachment 
which they had Vored againſt him. "Pw -” '” a 


thing 
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thins;ſo ' ſtrange and.,gew to the ;Authors oF. the 
Declaration, that the Houſe.af. Commons ſhould 
Order men tÞ be taken into Cuſtody tor matters 
nat relating to Priviledge? , Have they not heard, 
that ig the . 4. Edw. 6. Cricketoſt was Committed 
for Confederating in an Eſcape z that 18 Fac. 
Sir Francs Michael was Committed for Miſde- 
meanors, in procuring a. Patent for the. For- 
teitures of Recognizances, together with Fowles, 
Gerrard, and. divers others, (none of which were 
Members of Parliament) that 20 Fac. Dr. Harrs 
was taken into Cuſtody for misbehaving | him- 
ſelf m,preaching ; and that 3 Car. Burgeſſe.was 
Committed for Faults in Catechizing, and Levez 
for preſuming to: exerciſe a Patent, which had 
been adjudged a Grievance by a Committee of 
the Commons in a former Parliament. t 

y, There would be no end of giving Inſtances 
of «thoſe Commitments, which may be obſerved 
in almoſt every Parliament, fo that the Houſe of 
Commons did. but tread in the Steps of their Pre- 
deceſlors, -and theſe forts of - Orders were not 
new, though the Declaration takes the Liberty to 
call them Arbitrary. The Commons had betray- 
ed their Truſt, if they had not aſſerted the 
Right of Petitioning, which had been juſt before 
ſhaken by ſuch a ſtrange, Illegal, and ArbitFhry Pro- 
clamation. *' © | | | 
., But now we come to the tranſcendent mon- 
ſkrous Crimes, which can never be forgiven by 
face Miniſters, the giving them their due Cha- 
rater, which.every man of Underſtanding had 
fix'd upon them long before: the whole Cur- 
rent of- their Councils being. a Full Proof of the 
! : Be Truth 
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Truth of the Charge. But what colour is there 
for calling theſe Votes illegal ? Ir is illegal for 
the Commons to impeach perſons, whom they 
have good reaſon to judge Enemies to the 
King and Kingdom ? It is Ullegal to deter- 
min by a Vote (which is the only way of find- 
ing the Sence of the Houſe) who are Wicked 
Counſellors, and deſerve to be impeach'd ? Could 
the Commons have called the Parties accuſed to 
make their” Anſwer before theraſelves? Had 
they not a proper time for their Defence when 
they came to their Tryals, and might they not 
have cleared their Innocence. much better, (if 
they durſt have put that in-[ſſue) by a Tryal, 
than a Diſſolution of the Parliament ? But ſhould 
we grant *that theſe Votzs were not made in 
Order to an Impeachment, yet ſtill there is no- 
thing lllegal, nothing extraordinary in them. For 
the Commons in Parliament, have ever uſed two 
ways in delivering their Country from pernicious 
and powerful Favorites, the one is from a Parlia- 
mentary Courſe of Juſtice by Impeaching them, 
which is uſed when they judge it needful ro make . 
them publick Examples, by Capital, or other | 
high Puniſhments, for the terror of others :. The 
other is by immediate Addreſs to the King to 
remove them as unfaithful or. unprofitable Ser- 
vants. Their Lives their Liberties or Eſtates 
are never endangered, but when they . are pro- 
ceded againſt in the former” of * theſe ways. 
Then legal evidence of their Guilt is, neceflary, 
then there mult .be a proper time allowed for 
their defence. In the other way the Parliament 
Act as the Kings great Council, and when either 
| 5; Houſe 
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Houſe obſerve that Afﬀairs. arg ill 2dminiſtred, 
that the advice of Parliaments' is rejected or 
Aighred, the Courſe of Juſtice perverted, our 
Councels betray'd, Greivances muitiplyed, and 
the Governmeat weakly and diforderly managed, 
(of. all which our Laws have made ?: impoſlible 
for the Ring to be guilry.) They neceflarily 
muſt, and always have charg'd thoſe who had 
the Adminiſtration of Afairs, and the Rings 
Ear. as the Authors of theſe miſcheifs, and have 
from time to time applyed themſeives to him by 
Addreftes for their Removal fron his Preſence 
and Councils. There be many things plain and 
evident beyond the Teljimony of any Witnefles, 
Which yet can never be proved in a legal way. 
If the King will hearken to none but two or 
three of his Minions, muſt we nor conclude that 
every thing that is done comes from their Ad- 
vice?. And yet, if this way cf repreſenting things 
to the King were not allowed, they might catily 
fruſtrate the enquiries of a Parliament.It is but to 
whiſper their Counſels, and they are fate. The Par- 
liament may be buſid in fach great Aﬀairs, as will 
not ſuffer them to purſue every Offender thraugh a 
long Proceſs ; and beſides there may be muny rea- 
ſons why a man ſhould þe turn'd out of a ſervice, 
which perhaps would not extcnd to ſubject him 
to puniſhment, The People themſelves are highly 
concern in the great Officers and Miniſters of 
State,who are Servants ta theRingdom as well as to 
the King. And theReprcſentariyes of the People, 
rhe Commons, whoſe bulineſs. it is to preſent all 
Greivances,as they are moſt likely to obſerve ſoon- 
eſt the Folly and T reachery of thoſe publick Ser- 
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varits,(the greateſt of all Greivances) fothis Repre- 

fentarion ought to have no lite 
Ree. Party, 5-H. weight with the Prince. This whs 
4- Nu. 6. underſtood fo. well by KN. 4. -u 
Wiſe and brave Prince, that when the Cotn-« 
mons cotmplam'd againſt four of his Servants 
and Councellors , deiiring they might be 
removed, he came into Parliament and there 
declared openly that though he knew no 
thing againſt them in particular, yer Ire was 
aſſured that what the Lords and Commons de- 
fired of him, was for the good of himſeif and 
bis Kingdom ; and therefore he did comply with 
them, and banilh'd thoſe four Perſons from his 
Pretence and Councils, declaring at the fame 
time, that he would do ſo by any others who 
ſhould be near His Royal Perſon, it they were 
ſo unhappy to fall under the Hatred and Indigna= 
tion of his People. The Records and Hittor'ez 
of the Reigns of Edward the firſt, Edw. 1[.Edw.ll:. 
and indeed of all other ſucceeding Kings are, full of 
ſuch Addrefles as theſe; bur no Hiſtory or Re+ 
cord can ſhew that ever they were called illepal 
or Un-Parliamentary till now. 

Then the Miniiters durſt not appeal to the 
People againſt their own Reprefentarives, but 
ours at preſent have cither got ſome new Law 
in the point, or have attained ro a greater degree 
of Conhdence, -then any that went before them. 
The beft of our Princes have wich thanks ae- 
knowledged the Care and Duty of their Pars 
haments, -in telling them'ot their Corruption and 
Folly of their Favourites. E.I. E, 1. H.1V, 
H, V. and ©.4), fiever taild to do it, and no 
| | Names 
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-Names are remembred with greater Honour in 
the Engljſbh Annals. Whilſt the diſorderly, the 
Froubleſom and- Unfortunate Reigns of H. 11I. 
Ed. IL. R. I. and H:the-VI. ought to ſerve as Land 
Marks to warn-ſucceeding Kings from preferring 
ſecret Councels to .the Wiſdom of their Parlia- 
mMeENTts. Tk: 

But none of the Proceedings. of the Houſe of 
Commons, have. been more cenſured at Court, 
and with leſs Juſtice, then their Vote about the 
Anticipation: of '{everal Branches of the Revenue, 
An ObjeQion which could proceed from nothing, 
but 2 total ignorance of the Nature of Publick 
'Treafure in qur own, and all other Nations, which 
was ever eſteem?d Sacred and Un-alienable. All 
the Afts of. reſumption in the times of H. IV, 
H. VL and other of our Kings were founded up- 
on. this Maxim, - otherwiſe there could not be con- 
ceived any grofler injuſtice, than to declare Alie- 
nations to be void, which Kings had lawful pow- 
er to make. It-was-upon this Maxim, that the 
Parliament declar'd-the Grant to the Pope of the 
yearly ſum of 1000 Marks, wherewith King Fohn 
had charg'd the Inheritance of the Crown, to be 
Null. It was for this cauſe that in the Year 1 670. 
His Majeſty procured an A& of 'Parliament, to 
enable him to ſell the Fee-Farm Rents, and it is 
the beſt excuſe that can be made for thoſe Mini- 
ſters who in the year 1672, adviſed the poſt= 
poning of all Payments to the Bankers out of the 
Exchequer, that they judged all ſecurities by way 
of Anticipation of the Revenue, illegal and void 
1n themſelves. 


Refumptions have been frequent in every King« 


dom, 
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dom, the King of Sweden within theſe few Months, 
has, by the Advice of the States, reſumed” all the 
Lands which his Predeceſſors had ir many years 
before, Granted from the Crown. + No Country 
did ever: believe the Prinee, how abſolute ſoever in 
other things,” had power to ſell or hive away the 
Revenue of the 'Kingdom,' ind leave his Sucteffor 
a Beggar. All thoſe Aﬀts of” the Reman Emperors, 
whereby they waſted the Treaſure of the Empire, 
were reſcinded by their Succeſlors; and Tacieus ob- 
ſerves, that the firſt of then-that Jook'd upon! the 
publick "Treaſure as his own, was Claudius the 
weakeſt and' moſt fottiſh of rhem all. "The pre- 
ſent King of France did within theſe twelve years, 
by the conſent of his ſeveral Parliaments, reſume 
all the Demeſis of the Crown, which had been 
Granted away by himſelf' or his Predeceffors. 
That haughty Monarch, as much ' power as he 
pretends to, not being: aſham'd ro own that he 
wanted.power to make ſuch” Alienations, and that 
Kings had that happy inability, 
that they could do nothing con- 'Traitte des 
trary tothe Lawsof their Coun- 'droits de la 
trey. This Notion ſeems foun-- Reine. 
ded in the reaſon of Mankind, One cetze bien 
fince Barbariſm it ſelf cannot heureuſe impui/- 
Efface it. The Oztomen Empe- ſance de ne pou- 
rors -diſpoſe Arbitarily of the voir ven faire 
Lives and Eſtates of rheir Sub- contre les Loys de 
jets, but-yet they eſteem it the leur Pas. 
moſt deteſtable wickedneſs, '-to Poſtellus de Rebus 
employ the Tributes and Turcicis. 
Growing Revenues of the Pro- | 
vinces, (which they wy the Sacred blood of the 
People;) 
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People; ) upon any other than publick octuſions' 
And our Kings H. IV. and: H. VII. underſtobd {6 
well the different power they had .in uſmg their 
private Inheritancesand thoſe of the Crown; that 
they took care, by Authotity of Parliament, 6 
ſeparatethe Jautchy of Lancafter from the Crown, 
and to keep! the-deſcent of it diſtin&. + Bur our 
preſent Courtiers are- quite of another Opinion, 
who ſpeak of the Revenue of the Crown as if it 
were a private Patrimony, and deſign'd only for 
Domeſtick Uſes, and for the Pleaſures. of. the 
Prince. | 
The Revenues of the Crown of England are in 
their own nature appropriated ro Publick Service, 
and therefore cannot without injuſtice be Diverted 
or Anticipated. - For either the Publick Revenue 
is ſufficient to. anſwer the neceſſary Occaſions of 
the Government, and then there is no colour for 
Anticipattons, or elſe by an-extraordinary Accident 
the King 1s reduced to want an extraordinary 
ſupply, and then he ought to refort to his Parlia- 
ment. Thus wiſely did our Anceſtors provide, 
that the King and his People ſhould have trequent 
need of one another, and by having frequent op- 
portunities of mutually relieving one anothers 
wants, be ſure ever to preſerve a dutiful affection 
in the Subject, and a farhcrly tenderneſs in the 
Prince, When the King had occaſion for the 
Liberality of his People, he would be well inclin'd 
to hear and redreſs therr Grievances, 'and when 
they wanted caſe from Opprethons rhey would 
not fail with alacrity ro ſupply the occaſions of rhe 
Crown. And thererore it has ever been etteem'd 
a Crime in Counſeilocs whaggerivaded the King 
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to Anticipate his Revenue, -and a Crime in thoſe 
who furniſhr Money upon ſuch Anticipations in 
an Extraordinary way, however extraordinary the 
Occaſion might be. For this cauſe it was that the 
Parliamentia the 35th. of , H. VIII. did not on- 
ly diſcharge all thoſe Debts, which the King had 
Contracted, but enacted that thoſe Lenders who 
had been before paid again by the King, ſhould 
refund all thoſe Sums into the Exchequer, as 
Judging it a reaſonable puniſhment, to make them 
forfeirthe Money they lent, - ſince they had gone 
about ro introduce ſo Dangerous a Prece- 
dent. | 

The true way to put the King out of a poſ 
ſibility of ſupporting the Government, 13 to let him 
waſte in one Year that Money, which: onght. to - 
bear the Charge of the Government for ſeven. 
This is the direct method to deſtray the: Credit of 
the Grown, both Abroad and: at Home. 1t the King : 
reſolve never to pay the Money which: he. bor- 
rows, What Faith will be gwen to Royal Promi- 
ſes,, and the Honour of the Nation will ſuffer in 
that of the Prince, and 3t. it muſt be put upon 
the People ro, repay. 1t, this .would be a way to 
impoſe a, necefity of giving Taxes without end, 
whether they, would or no, , And therefore (as 
Mergenary as they were), the Penſioners. would 
never diſcharge the Revenue” of i the Anticipations 
to the Bankers. Now.the Commons. having the: 
inconvenience of. this before. their Eyes in fo freſh: 
an inſtance, and having their Ears fill'd with.the 
daily Cries of 15 many Widows and Orphans ; 
were obliged in duty to give a Publick Caution 
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to the people, that they ſhould not run again into 
the ſame error. Not only becauſe rhey Judged all 
Securities of that kind abſolutely void, but be- 
cauſe they knew no future Parliament could with- 
out breach of Truſt repay that Money which was 
at firſt borrowed only to prevent the Sitting of a 
Parliament, and which could never be paid with- 
out Countenancing a Method fo deſtruCtive to 
our Conſtitution. Nor have former Parliaments 
been leſs careful and nice, in giving the leaſt al- 
lowance to any unuſual ways of taking tip Money, 
without Common Conſent, having ſo very often 
declar'd that the King canhot ſupply his moſt preſ- 
ſing Neceſſities, cither by Loans 

I R. 4. cap. 2. or by the Benevolenice. of his 
SubjeAs, which by the expreſs 

words of the Statute are damned and anulled for 
ever. - But the Houſe of Commons wete fo Cau- 
tious of giving any Juſt occation of Cavil, that 
they reſtrain'd their Votes much more than 
they needed to have done: For | they extended 
them 'only - to three Branches of the Reve- 
nue, 'all which were by ſeveral Ads of Parlia- 
merit given to his preſent Majeſty. And ſurely 
everyone will agree, that when the King receives 
a Gift "from his People, he takes fr "under ſuch | 
conditions, -anfl ought, to imploy it in ſuch'a ' man- 
ner, and for ey po 24 they Uireft. We. 
muſt therefore conſult the 'feveral Ads by which” 
thoſe Branches wete” f&rled ; 5f we would Judge : 
rightly whether the 'Commors had' not particular | 
reaſons for wharthey did, The Statute '12. Car-2. * 
| of | 6. 4» 
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6. 4. fays, That the Commons : 1 
repeſing Truſt in his Majeſty, for 17 Car. 2:64 44 
Guarding the Seas againſt all Per- canfirmd. J1 
ſons intending the diſturbance of Car. c. 7. 

Trade, and the Invading of the 

Realm, to that intent ds give him the Tonnage and 
Poundage, &c. This is . as direc an Appropriati- 
on as Words can make; and therefore as it 1s ma-: 
nifeſt wrong to the Subject, to divert any -part of; 
this Braneh- to other uſes ; $0 for the King to! 
Antxipate it, is plainly to diſable himſelf tq pers! 
form the Truſt repoſed jn Him. And the late Long, 

Parliament, thought this matter fo clear, that. a- 
bout two Y ears before their Diflalution, they - paſ-. 
ſed a Vote With Relation tothe 
Cuſtoms, \m. alnioſt the ſame 12 Car. 2) | 
Words. 'Fhe Parliament which <c. 2.3. eh -- 
gave the, Exciſe, were fo far | 
trom thinking, that. the King | had. power ta: 
Charge or Diſpoſe of 'it-as his own, that. by a 
ſpecial Clauſe inthe Act, whereby they giye. it, 
they were careful to :mpogrer bins. to diſpoſe off it, 
or any part of it by way of Farms, and to Enah: ws: 

ſuch Contrats ſhall be effefina! in Law , fe bro amg 
be wot for: a danger time than three | 

Tears. "The AQ, wherebythe 23 &. Fg PP 
Hearth-maney was given, xde- - c. 10. | 
clares, that it-was dorie +t0.the | | 
end, that the Publck Revenue wurht be avriend ts 
the Publick Charge, and {rig;umpoſkible that {ſhould 
ever he, whilſt it is liable*ro be. Pre-ingag'd and 
Antici ated. And the-Parliatzent were {0 eare» 


ful 40 "avifinth this Tax always clear and un- 
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tharg'd, that they made it penal for any one 6 
much as #0 accept of any Penſion or Grant fot years, 
or any other Eſtate, or any ſum of Money out of the Re- 
venue ariſing by vertue of that Att, from the King, 
His Heirs or Succeſſors. Surely if the Pennersot this 
Declaration had ' not been altogether 'ignorant of 
our own. Laws, and of' the Policy -of all other 
Countries and Ages they would never have Print- 
ed thoſe Votes, in hopes thereby !to'lrave- expoſed 
the Commons to the ' World. They: would not 
have had the face" to fay; that ghereby the King 
ipas Expoſe d to Danger, 'deyrived of « poſſibility of hp. 
porting the Government, :4nd'reduc'd to 'a mere: hepleſs 
condition thaw the: meand/d. .of his Subjets; - This we 
are ſure of, that if 'the"iftiviolable obſerving of 
theſe Stitures, will redute His - Majeſty to a: more 
helpleſs Condition, than'the meaneſt >of:His Sub- 
jes, he will ſtill 'be kfr' ina .berrer! condition 
thanithe Richeſt 'and- Greateſt of his'-Anceſtors, 
nionEbEawhich were ever Maſters of ſuch'a,Re-' 
Venut2 42... of 

Tho Houſe of Oi afe in che next place' 
atcined of 'a very migh Crime, :the afluming to 
themfelves a power of ſi uſpending Attsof Parka." 
ment, becauſe they kochre that it was: rhejr-O-' 
pindbA, That the Proſecution of Protefiant Diſſenters up- 
on the penal Laws, is at this time grievott:to' the Sub- 
Jett, a weakning of rh8:Protetant Intereſt, an incou- 
7 ag orment. #6, Popery, and dangerous to. the "Peace of the 
Kingdom. © The Miniſtees+remembered that not 
many years ago, the whole Nation was, juſtly 
Alarm'd upon the affuming an - Arbitrary power 
of fuſpeading penal ' Laws; and therefore | they 
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chought it would be very popular, to accuſe the 
Commons, of fuch an. Attempt.: But how they 
could poſſibly milinterpret a Vote at that Kate, 
how they could fay the Commons pretended to a 
power of repealing Laws,, when they only. de- 
clare their Opinion of the .inconveniency ot them 
will never be underſtood till the Authors of this are 
pleaſed ro ſhew their Cauſes and Reaſons for it in a 
ſecond Declaration. Every impartial Man will own, 
that the Commons had reaſon for this opinion of 
theirs. 'They had with great anxiety obſerved that 
the preſent delign of the Papiſts was not againlt 
any one fort of. Proteſtants, but univerſal, and for 
extirpating the Reformed Religion. "They ſaw 
what advan'ages theſe Enemics made of our Di- 
vitions, and how cunningly they diverted us from 
perſecuting them, by fomenting our jealouſies of 
one another. They ſaw the ſtrength and near- 
neſs of the King of France, and Judged. of his in- 
clinations by his uſage of his own Proteſtart Sub- 
Jets. They conlidered the number, and the 
Bloody Principles of the Ir;ſo, and what Confpira- 
cies were form'd there, and even Ripe for Exe- 
cution ; and that Scotland was already delivered in- 
to the hands of a Prince, the known head of the 
Papiſts in theſe Kingdoms, and the occaſion of all 
their Plots and Infolencies, as more than one Par- 
liament had declared. They could not but take 
notice into what hands the moſt cunſiderable 
Truſts both Civil and Military where put,and not- 
withſtanding all Adrefles, and ail Proclamations 
for a ſtrict Execution of the Penal Laws againſt 
Papilts, yet their FaRtion fo tar prevailed thax 
Ke} they 
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they wereeluded, and only the diflenting Prote- 
ſtants ſmarted under the edge of them. In the 
midſt of fuch circumſtances was'there nor cauſe 
to think an Union of all Proteſtants neceſlary, 
and could they have any juſt ground to believe 
'that the Diflenters, whilſt they lay under the 
'preſſures of ſevere Laws, ſhould with ſuch Ala- 
crity and Courage as was requilire, undertake the 
defence of a Countrey where they were fo ill 
treated ? Along and fad Experience had ſhewed, 
how vain the endeavours of former Parliaments 
had been to force us to- be all of one Opinion , 
and therefore the Houſe of Commons reſolved to 
take a ſure way to make us of one AﬀeCtion. 
They knew that ſome buſie Men would be ſtri- 
king whilſt there were weapons at Hand, and 
therefore to make us live at Peace, they meant 
to take. away all occaſions of provoking or being 
provoked. In order to a general Repeal of theſe 
Laws, they firſt came to a Vote declaring the ne- 
ceffity of it, to which there was not one Nega- 
tive in the Houſe: A Vote of this nature does [i 
the moſt part precede the bringing in of a Bill, 
for the Repeal of any General Law. And it had 
been a great preſumption in a particular Mem- 
ber to have asked leave, to have brought in a 
Bill for Repealing ſo many Laws together, till 
the Houſe had firſt declared that in their opinion 
they were Grievous and inconvenient, No Engliſh- 
man could be fo ignorant of our Laws, none 
but a Frenchman could have cenhdence to declaim 
againſt a proceeding fo regular and Parlimentary 
as this Where was the diſregard to the Laws Eſta- 
bliſhed 
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bliſhed, for the Commons to attempt the abroga” 
ting of a Law that is Grievus to the Subjed, and 
dangerous to the Peace of the Kingdom ? I it a ſuſpend- 
ing Afts of Par-liament, it they declare a Law to 
be Grievous and dangerous in their Opinzon, before 
they ſet about the Repeal of it? And is there 
any ground to doubt but that a Bill would haye 
paſsd that Houſs, purſuant to this Vote, had it 
not been prevented by a Diſſolution 2 Nor was 
there the leaſt direftion or fignifcation to the 
Fudges, which might give any occa(ion for the 
Reflection which follows in the Declaration. 'The 
due and impartial Execution of the Laws is the 
unqueſticnable Duty of the Judges, and we hope 
they will always remember that duty ſa well, as 
not to neceſſitate a Houſe of Commons ta do theirs, 
by calling them to Accqunt for making private 
Inſtructions the rule of their Judgments, and 
acting as men who have more regard to their 
Places than their Oaths. *Tis too well known 
who itis that ſolicites and manages in favour of 
Judges, when a Houſe of Commons does demand 
Juſtice againſt them, for breaking their Oaths ; 
And therefore the Publiſhers of this Declaration 
had faid ſomething well, it when they tel] us the 
Judges ought not 19 break their Oaths in Reve- 
rence to the Votes of either Houſe , they had been 
probs to add, not in reſpect of any Command 
rom the King or Favourites. Then we ſhould 
have no more Letters from” Secretaries of State 
to Judges fitting upon the Bench. Then we 
ſhould have no more Proclamations like that of 
the 14th 0# 1662, Forbidding the Execution of 
Ee 4 the 
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the Laws concerning High-ways. Nor that of 
the' Toth of May 1672. Diſpenſing with divers 
clauſes in the Acts of Parliament for in- 
creaſeof Shipping ; nor any more Declarations 
like rhat of the 15th .of March 1672. Suſ- 
pending the Penal Laws in matters Eccleſtaſti- 
cal. 

But the Judges are ſivorn to execute all Laws, 
yet there is no obligation upon any man to in- 
form! againſt another. And therefore though the 
Miniſters prevented the Repeal of. thoſe Laws, 
"tis to be hoped that this Vote will reſtrain 
every Engliſh man from proſecuting Proteſtants, 
when fo wiſe and great a body have declared the 
pernicious eftefts of ſuch a proſecution. *Tis 
moſt true that in England no Law is abrogated by 
deſuerude, bur it is no leſs true that there are many 
Laws ſtill unrepealed which are never Executed, 
nor can be without publick detriment. T he Judges 
know of many ſuch dormant Laws, and yet they 
do not quicken the People to put them in Execu« 
cution, nor think theinſelves Guilty of Perjury 
that they do not, fuch are the Laws for wearing 
Caps, for keeping Lent, thoſe concerning Bows 
and Arrows, about killing Calves, and Lambs, 
ang many others. And thoſe who vex men by 
information on ſuch antiquated Laws, have been 
ever looktupon as Infamous, and Diſturbers of the 
publick quiet. Hence it is that there are no 
Names remembred with greater deteſtation than 
thoſe of Empſon and Dudley, the whole Kingdom 
abhorred them as Monſters in the time of H. VII; 
and they were puniſhed as Traitors in the Reign 
of his Son. The 
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The alteration of the Circumſtances where: 
n a Law was made, or if it be againſt the 
Genius of the People, or have effets contra 
to the Intent of the Makers, will ſoon cauſe any 
Law to be diſuſed, and after a little diſuſe, the 
reviving of it will be thought Oppreſſion. Eſpe- 
cially if Experience has ſhewn that by the None 
Execution, the Quiet, the Safety and "Trade of 
the Nation have been promoted ; of all which, 
the Commons, who are ſent from every part of 
the Kingdom, are able to make the cleareſt 
Judgment. "Therefore, after they have declared 
their Opinions of the Inconvenience of reviving 
the Execution of theſe Laws, which have lain a- 
ſleep for divers years, though the Judges muſt 
roceed , if any forward - Informers ſhould 
give them the trouble, yer they would not a& 
wiſely or honeſtly, it they ſhould encourage In- 
formers, or quicken Juries by ſtrict and ſevere 
Charges. Eſpecially it it be conlidered that the 
Lords allo were preparing Bilis in favour of Diſ- 
ſenters, and that the King has wiſhed often it 
was in his power to eale them. So that though 
there be no Act of Repeal formerly paſſed, we 
have the Conlent and Defire of all, who have 
any ſhare in making Acts. But ler this Vote 
have what Conſequence it will, yet ſure the Mi- 
niſters had forgot that the Black Rod was at the 
Door of the Houſe, ro require thern to attend 
His Majeſty at the very time when it was made, 
otherwiſe they would not have numbred it a- 
mongſt the Cauſes, which - occaſioned the King to 
part with that Parliament. And thoſe that knew 


(426) 


his Majeſty was putting on his Robes before that 
Vote paſſed, might imagine a Diflolution thus 
foreſeen, might occaſion it, but cannot be 
brought to believe, that the Vote which was not 
in being, could occaſion the Diflolution. Theſe 
are the Proceedings which the Miniſters judge wun- 
werrantable in the Parliament at Weſtminſter, and 
for which they prevail with his Majeſty # pert 
with it. But {ince it is evident upon Examination, 
that the Principles of our Conſtitution, the Me- 
thod of Parliaments, and the Precedents of every 
Age, were their Guide and Warrant in all thoſe 
things ; ſurely the King muſt needs be alike of- 
fended with the Men about him, for perſwading 
him to diflolve that Parliament without any 
Caule ; and for ſetting forth in his Name a De- 
claration of ſuch pretended Cauſe as every man 
almoſt ſees through, and contrived only to cover 
thoſe Reaſons which they durſt not own. Burt 
with what face can they object to the Houſe of 
Commons their ' ftrange illegal Votes, declaring di- 
vers eminent Perſons to be Enemies to the King and 
Kingdom, when at the ſame time they arrogate to 
themſelves an unheard of Autherity, to arraign 
one of the three Eſtates in the Face of the 
World, for uſurping Power over the Laws, Impriſon- 
mg their ' Fellow Subjefts Arbitrarily, expoſing the 
Kingdom to the greateſt Dangers, and endeavouring to 
deprive the King of all poſſibility of ſupporting the 
Government, and all this without any order or 
proceſs of Law, without hearing of their De- 
fence, and as much without any Reaſon as Preſi- 
dent. We have -had Miniſters heretofore fo bald 
(yer 
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(yet.ever with ill Succeſs) as to accuſe a pretended 
Fa&tious Party in the Houſe, but never did any 
oo ſo high as openly to repreſent the whole 
Houfe of Commons as a Faction, much leſs to 
cauſe them to be denounced in all the Churches of 
the Kingdom, that ſo the People might look upon 
it as a kind of Excommunication. But if they 
erred in the things they judged rightly in the 
Choice of the Perſons who were to publiſh ir. 
Blind Obedience was requiſite, where ſuch un- 
juſtifiable things werc impoſed, and that could be 
no where ſo entire, as amonglit thoſe Clergy 
Men, whoſe Preferment depended upon ur. 
Therefore it was ordered that this Declaration 
ſhould be read by them, being pretty well aflur- 
ed that they would not unwillingly read in the 
Derk, a Paper ſo ſuitable to the Doctrine 
which ſome of them had often declared in the 
Pulpit. Ir did not become them to enquire whe- 
ther they had ſufficient Authority for what they 
did, ſince the Printer called it the Kmgs Decla- 
ration, and whether they might not one day be 
called to account for publiſhing it; nor once to 
ask, if what his Majefty ſingly ordered when 
he fate in Council, and came forth without the 
Stamp of the Creat Seal, gave them a ſuthcient 
Warrant to read it publickly. 

Clergy-men ſeldom make RefleCtions of this 
kind, leaſt they ſhould be thought to diſpute the 
Commands of their Superiors. Ir hath been ob. 
ſerved, that they who allow unto themſelves the 
Liberty of Doubting, advance their Fortunes ve- 
ry flowly, whilſt ſach who obey without ſcruple, 
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go on with a Succeſs equal to their Ambition. 
And this carries them on without Fear or Shame, 
and as little thought of a Parliament, as the 
Court Favorites, who took care to diflolve that 
at Oxford, before they durſt tell us the Faults of 
that at W/itminſter. 

We have already anſwered the Miſcarriages 
objected to the firſt, and jay now take a view 
of thoſe imputed to the other, which they ſay 
was Aſſembled as ſoon as that was Diſſolved, and 
might have added Diſſolved as ſoon as Aſſembled. 
The Miniſters having employ'd the People forty 
days in choofing Knights and Burgefles, to be 
ſent home in eight, with a Declaration after 
them, as if they had been called together only 
to be affronted. The Declaration doth not tel] us 
of any gracious Expreſſions uſed at the opening 
of that Parliament, perhaps becauſe the Store 
was exhanſted by the abundance which his Ma- 
jxcſty was pleaſed to beſtow on them in his former 
Speeches. But we ought to believe that his Ma- 
jeſties Heart was as full of them as ever, and if 
he did not expreſs them, it is to be imputed unto 
the Miniſters, who diverted him from his own 
Inclinations, and brought him to uſe a Eanguage 
until that day, unknown unto Parliaments. The 
Gracious Speech then made, and the Gracious 
Declaration that followed, are ſo much of a piece, 
that we may juſtly conclude the fame Perſons to 
have been Authors of both. However his Ma- 
jeſty failed not to give good Advice unto them, 
who were called together to adviſe him. "The 
Parliament had ſo much reſpe& for their King, as 
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not particularly to complain of the great Invaſi- 
on that was made upon their Liberty of propoſ- 
ing and debating Laws, by his telling them be- 
forehand what things they ſhould meddle with, 
and what things, no reaſons they could offer, 
{hould perfwade him to conſent unto. 

* But every Man muſt be moved to hear it 
charged upon them as an unpardonable Diſobedi- 
ence, that they did - not obſequioufly ſubmit to 
that irregular Command, of not touching on the 
Buſineſs of the Succeffion. Shall two or three 
unknown Minions take upon them, like the 
Lords of the Articles of Scotland, to preſcribe un- 
to an Engliſh Parliament what things they ſhall 
treat off ? Do they intend to have Parltaments in- 
ter © inſtrumenta ſervitits , as the Romans had 
Kings in our Country? This would quickly be, 
if what was then attempted had ſucceeded, and 
ſhould: be ſo purſued bereafter, that Parliaments 
ſhould. be direted what they were to meddle 
with, and threatned if they do any other thing. 
For the loſs* of Laberty: of Freedom. of ' debate in 
Parliament, - will ſoon and certainly be. followed 
by' a general loſs of Liberty. . Without” failing, 
mthe-refpe& which allgood Subjects owe unto 
the King, it may; be faid that his Majeſty ought 
to diveſt. himfelf- 'of all | private -Inclinations, and 
force his own Aﬀections to yield 'unto the publick 
Concernment :- And therefore his Parhaments 
ought'ro inform: him} impartially, of that which. 
tends to the godd'-of thoſe they repreſent, with- 
out regard of perſonal Paſſions, and might wor- 
thily. be blamed if they. did-riot believe, that i 
wou 
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would forgo them all for the ſafety of his People. 
Therefore, if in it ſelf it was lawful to propoſe a 
Bill for excluding the Duke of York trom the 
Crown, the doing it after fuch,an unwarrantable 
ſ1gnification of his Pleafure, would not make ir 
otherwiſe, And the unuſual Stifneſs which the 
King hath ſhown upon this occaſion, begins to be 
fulpefted, not to proceed from any Fondneſs to 
the Perſon of his Brother, much leſs from. any 
thought of Danger to the Engliſh Monarchy by 
fuch a Law, but from the Influence of forme; few 
ll Men upon-his Royal Mind, who being Crea- 
tures to the Duke, or Pen{wners to France, are 
reſtleſs to prevent a good Underſtanding be- 
tween the King and his People ; juſtly. frarmp; 
that if ever he comes to have 2a true Sence of 
their AﬀeRions to him, he would deliver up wo 
Juſtice theſe wicked Wretches, who have 'antecd- 
ed him with the fatal Notian,' that the Intereſts 
of his "People are nor only. diftia&t but oppolite 
to his. 1 yo 

His Majeſty :does not feem to doubt. of this 
Power in conjunction with his Parbament, to ex- 
dude his Brother. ' He very. well knows :: hys 
Power hath been often exerted in the time. of his 
Predecefiors. Bur the Reaſon! given for hisRe- 
fuſal to comply with the InereRts' and Defires af 
his Subjedts, is, becauſe - it was i Porne which con- 
cerned him fo wear in Honar, Fuftice xd Canſairce./ 
Is x -not Honorable for a Prince to be true and: 
Faithful to his Word and Oath? 'T'o dacep and: 
maintain |:tho-:Religion ard: Laws .eſtabirthed ? 
Nay, can. it-be thought difhontrable unto! him, 
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to love the Safety .and Welfare of his People, 
and the true Religion eſtabliſhed a 
them, above the Temporal Glory and Great- 
neſs of his perſonal Relations ? Is it not juſt, 
in conjunction with his Parliament, for his 
Peoples Safety, to make uſe of a Power war- 
ranted by our Engllh Laws, and the Examples 
of former Ages? Or js it juſt for the Father of 
his Country, to expoſe all his Childeen to ruine, 
out of Fondnefs unto a Brother ? May it not ra- 
ther be thought anzjuſt to abandon the Religion, 
Laws and Liberties of his People, which he is 
ſworn to maintain and defend, and expoſe them 
, to the Ambition and Rage of one that thinks 
himſelf bound. in Conſcience to ſubvert them ? If 
his Majeſty is pleaſed to remember what Religion 
the Duke profefſeth, can he think himſelf obliged 
in 'Conſczence, te ſuffer him to aſcend the Throne, 
who will certainly endeavour to overthrow it,, 
and fet up the worlt -of Superſtitions and Idala- 
try in the room of it ? Or if it be true, thatull 
Obligations bf. Honour, Juſtice and Conſcience, 
are comprehended in a grateful Return of fuch 
Benefats as have been received, can his Majeſty 
believe that he doth duly repay unto his Prote+ 
ſtan; Subjects, the Kindne(s they - ſhewed him, - 
when they recalled.him from a miſerable h | 
Bagiſhment, and with ſo much .dutiful Aﬀection, - 
placed him .in he Throne, cnlarged 'his Reve- 
nue-aboye 'what.any of, his Predecefiors had cn- 
jayed, and. gave; him vaſter Sums: of Money in 
rwenty years, -than had been beſtowed upon all 
the. Kings fince Walliam the Firt 3 ſhould be af : 
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ter all this deliver them up to be ruin'd by his Bro- 
ther ? It cannot be faid that he had therein more 
regard unto the Government , than to the per- 
ſon, ſeeing it is evident the Bill of Excluſion had 
no ways prejudiced the legal Monarchy , which 
his Majeſty doth now enjoy with all the Rights 
and Powers which his wiſe and brave Anceſtors 
did everclaim, becauſe many Acts of the like na- 
ture have paſled heretofore upon leſs neceſlary oc- 
ons. 

The preſervation of every Government de- 
nds upon an exact adherence unto it's Principles, 
and the efſenrial Principle of the Engliſh Monavchy , 
being that well proportioned Diſtribution of Pojo- 
ers , whereby the Law' doth at once provide for 
the Greatneſs of the King, and the Safety of the 
People ; the Government can” ſubſiſt no longer, 
than whilſt the Monarch enjoying the Power which 
the Law doth give him, is enabled to perform the 
part it allows unto. him and the People are duly 
proteCted in their Rights and Liberties. For this ' 
/ reaſon our Anceſtors have beenalways more care- 
ful to preſerve: the . Governmetit 'inviolable , thart 
tofavour any perſonal pretences; and have theres 
in conformed'themſelves to the' praQtice of all-o- 
ther' Nations,: whoſe Examples deſerve to be fol- 
lowed. Nay: we:know of nore'ſo {laviſhly ad-" 
diced unto 'any Perſon or Farhily,” as 'for #ay 
reaſon whatſoever, to admit of « rince ' who 64 
penly profeſſed a Religion contrary-to that which 
was eſtabliſhed: amongſt them.” It-vere' eafie to: 
alledge multitude of [Examples of 'thoſe who have” 
rex&ted Princes for reaſons of 'far 'efs weight than 
| difterence 
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difference in Religion, 4 Rebers of Normiandy, 
Charles of Eerrain, Alphonſo a Deſheradado of Spain 3 
but thoſe of a latter Date, againſt whom there 
was no other Exception than for their Religion, 
ſuiterh better with our Occalion. Among whom, 
it- is needleſs to name Henry of Bourbon, who, 
though accompliſhed in all the Vertues required 
in a Prince, was by the general Aſſembly of ghe 
Eſtate at Blois, declared uncapable of Succeſſion 
to the Crown of France, for being a Proteſtant. 
And notwithſtanding his Valor, Induſtry, Repu- 
tation and Power increaſed by gaining four great 
Battels, yer he could never be admitied King, till 
he had renounced the Religion that was his Ob 
ſtacle. And Sigiſmund, Son of Fohn of Sweden, 
King of that Country Vy Inheritance, and of Po- 
land by Election, was deprived of his Hereditary 
Crown, and his Children dilinherited, only for 
being a Papilt, and aCting conformably to the 
Principles of that Religion, though in all other 
reſpect he deſerved to be a King, and was moſt 
acceptable unto the Nation. 

But it- ever this Maxim deſerved to be conſt- 
dered, ſurely it' was in the Caſe of the Duke of 
York, The Violence of his natural Temper is 
ſufhciently known ; his Vehemence in exalting 
the Prerogative (in his Brothers time) beyond 
its due bounds and the principles of his Religion, 
which carry him to all imaginable Exceſles of Cru- 
elty, have convinced all mankind that he muſt be 
excluded, or the Name of King being left unto 
him, the Power put into the Hands of another. 
'T he Parliament therefore conſidering this, and 
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obſerving the precedents of former Ages, did 
wiſely chooſe rather to exclude him, than to leave 
him the Name, and place the Power in a Regent. 
For they could not but look upon it as Folly, to 
expect that one of his Temper, bred up. in ſuch 
principles in politicks, as made him in love with 
Arbitrary Power, and bigotted in that Religon, 
which always propagates it felf by Blood, would 
patiently bear theſe Shackles, which would be 
very diſguſtful unto a Prince of the moſt meck 
Diſpofition. And would he not thereby have 
been provoked to the utmoſt Fury and Revenge, 
againſt thoſe who laid them wpon him ? "This 
would ceftainly have bred a Conteſt, and theſe 
Limitations of power propoſed to keep up the 
Government, muſt unavoſdably have deſtroyed it, 
or the Nation (which Neceſſity would have for- 
ced into a War in its own natural Detence) muſt 
have periſhed either by it'or with it. The Suc- 
ceſs of fuch Controverſies are in the Hand of 
God, but they are undertaken upon too unequal 
Terms, when the People by Victory can-gainno 
more, than what without hazard may'be done 
by Law, and would be ruined if it ſhould fall 
out otherwiſe. The Duke with Papiſts might 
then make ſuch a Peace, as: the Romans are faid 
to have made once in our defolated Country, by 
the Slaughter of all the Inhabitants 

Tacit. able to make War, & ubs ſolitudi- 
nem faciunt, pacem appellant. "This 

is the happy State they preſent unto us, who 
condemn the Parliament for bringing in a Bill of 
Excluſion, This is the way to have ſuch a Peace 
| as 
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as the Spaniards, for the propagation of the Go- 
ſpel, made in the Y-0-Indies, at the Inſtigation 
of the Jeſuits, who governed their Councels. 
And ſeeing they have the Duke no lefs under 
their power and Directions, we . may eal:ly be- 
lieve they would pur him upon the ſame Me- 
thods. Burt as it is not to b« imagined, that any 
Nation that hath Vertue, ©1724 and Strength 
equal unto the Er: / iſh, «v1.1 to ramely expect 
their Ruine, ſo the pail; 1 2 Bill to exclude him 
may avoid, but cannot 7as the iJeclaration phraſes 
it) eſtabliſh a Wir. But it there muſt be a 
War, let it be under the Authority of Law, let 
it be againſt a baniſhed exclud:d Pretender. 
There is no fear of the Conſequence of ſuch a 
War. No true Englih Man can joyn with 
him, or countenance his Uſui PutiOn after this A&t ; 
and for his popiſh and forraign Adherents, they 
wilt neither be more provoked, nor more power- 
ful by the 'patfſing of it. Nor will his Excluſion 
make 1t at all neceſſary to maintain a ſtanding Force, 
for prefervins the Government, and the Peace of the 
Kingdom. The whole People will be an Army 
for that purpoſe, and every Heart and Hand 
will be prepared to maintain that fo necetlary, fo 
much defied Law. A Law, for wich three 
Par.tamcnts, have been fo earneſt with his NMaje- 
ty, nut only in purſuance of their own Judg- 
men's, bu: by the Direction ot thef2 thar ſen: 
tem, Ic was the univerfal Opinion of the Pa- 
pilts, that Mary Queen of Scots, was exciuded on- 
ly by an Act of Parliament, and yer we {ee 
(Lucen Elzabeth Reigned glorioul]y and peacee- 
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bly forty years, without any ſtanding force. 
But our Miniſters do but diſſemble with us, when 
they pretend to be ſo much atraid of a ſtanding 
Army. We know how eagerly they have de- 
fired, and how often they attempted to eſtabliſh 
one. We have ſeen two Armies raiſed with no 
other deſign, as has been ſince undeniably proved, 
and one of thoſe they were fo loath to part with, 
that more than one AQ of Parliament was neceſ- 
lary to get it disbanded. And fince that, they 
have increaſed the Guards to ſuch a degree, that 
they are become a formidable ſtanding force. 
A thing fo odious to a free People, that the railing 
one ſingle Regiment in Spain, within theſe ſix 
years, under colour of being a guard for the 
Kings Perſon, ſo inflamed the Nation, that a Re- 
bellion had euſued, if they had net been dis- 
banded ſpeedily. 'The_ Nobility and Gentry of 
that Ringdom, looking upon themſelves as 
their Kings natural Guard, fcorned that fo hono- 
rable a Name ſhould be given ro Mercena- 
TICS. 

But as his Majeſty was perſwadcd to reſolve a- 
gainſt the expedient propoſed , to' fecure our 
peace by excluding the Duke, ſo it is evident 
that nothing was intended by thoſe other ways, 
which were darkly and dubiouſly intimated in 
His Majeſties Speech unto the Parliament at 
Oxford, and repeated in the Declaration ; and 
His Majeſty in his Wiſdom could not but know 
that they {1gnihed nothing. And thoſe who ſpake 
more plainly in propoling a Regency as an expc- 
dient, did in publick and private declare, they 
believed 
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believed the Duke would not conſent unto It, 
nr unto any unuſual reſtriction of the Royal 
Power. So that they could have no other d2- 
ſign therein, than a plaukble pretence to, delude 
the Parliament and People. Some ſuch confide- 
ration induced them to revive the diſtinction be- 
rween the Kings perſonal and polirick capacity,by 
ſeparating the power from the Perſon, which we 
have rea{on to believe they eſteemed unfeafable. 
However it 1s mure than probable that the Fe- 
ſuites, Caſuiſts, and Popiſh Lawyers would re- 
ject,it,, as well as any thing elſe that mighr 
preſerve us from falling under his Power. And 
the Pope who could abſolve King Fobn, Henry the 
Third and others, from the Oaths they had 
taken, to preſerve the Rights and Liberties of 
their Subjects, might with the fame facility dif- 
ſolve any that the Duke ſhould take. And as 
our Hiſtories teſtihe what bloody Wars were 
thereby brought upon the Nation , we have 
reaſon to believe, that if the like ſhould again 
happen, it would be more faral unto us, when 
Religion is concerned which was not then in 
queſtion. Would not his Canfefſor ſoon convince 
him, that all Laws made in favour of Here- 
fie are void ? And would he not be liable to the 
heavieſt Curſes, if he ſuffered his power to be 
uſed againſt his Religion ? "The little regard he 
hath to Laws whilit a Subject, is enough to 
inſtruct us what reſpect he would bear to them, 
if he ſhould be a King, Shall we therefore ſut- 
fer the Royal Dignity to deſcend on him, wh9 
hath made uſe of all the Power, he has been 
Fr 1 entruſted 
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entruſted with hitherr:*, tor our deſtruCtion ? And 
who ſhall execute this great 'Trutt ? "The next 
Heir may be an Infant, or one wiiling to ſurren- 
der it into his hands. But ſhould it be otherwiſe, 
yet {till there is no hope of having any fruit of 
this expedient without a War, and to be obliged 
to ſwear Al.egrance to a Popiſh Prince, to own 
his Title, to acknowle: ige him Supream Head of 
the Church, and detender of the Faith, ſcems 
a very ſtrange way of Entitiing our ſolves to 
hghr with him, 

"The rwo reaſons which the Declaration pre- 
tends to give apainſt the Excluſion, are certainly 
of more torce againſt the Expedient. A ftand- 
ng Force would have been abſoiurely neceſſary, ro 
have placed and kept the Adminiſtration in 
Proteſtant hands ; and the Monarchy it ſelf had been 
deſtroyed by @ Law, which was to have taken all 
fort of Power from the King, and made him not 
ſo much as a Duke of Venice, How abſurdly 
and incoherently do theſe Men diſcourſe ? fome- 
time the Government 1s ſo Divine a thing, that 
no human Law can lef{:n or take away his Right, 
who only pretends in Succethon, and 1s at preſent 
but a.Subject. Bur ar other times they tell us of 
Acts of Parliament to baniſh him out of his own 
Dominions, to deprive him of all power, of his 
whole Kingſhip after he ſhall be in poſleflion of 
the Throne. The cheat of this expedient ap- 
peared fo groſs in the Houſe of Commons, that 
one of the Dukes profeſled Vaſizls, who had a 
little more Honour than the reſt, was aſham'd 
of 1 it, and openly renounced the project which 
they 


(439) 
they had been forming ſo long, and thought 
they had ſo Artificially diſguiſed. - But though 
it was ſo well expoſed in the Houſe, yet the 
Miniſters thought the men without doors might 
. be (fill deceived, and therefore they do not bluſh 
to value themſelves again upon it in their Decla- 
ration. 

As for the infinuation which follows, that 
there was reaſon to believe that the Parliament 
would have paſſed further to attempt other great and 
important Changes at preſent, It it be meant any 
change of the Conticution of the Goyernment, 
'cis a malicious ſuggeſtion of thoſe Men, who 
are ever inftilling jato his Majeſties Mind 1ll 
thoughts of his Parliament , fince no Vote nor 
Propolition in eirher -Houſe could give any 
ground for ſuch ſuſpicion, and therefore in this 
matter the People may juſtly accuſe the Court, 
(who fo often cry out againſt them for ir) of be- 
ing mov'd by cauſeleſs Fears and Jealoultes. And 
tor His Majz(ty to be perſwaded to Arraignthe 
whole Body of his People, upon the ill grounded 
ſurmiſes, or malicious and falſe ſuggeſtions of evil 
and corrupt men about him, doth neither well 
become the Juſtice of a Prince, nor is agreeable 
to the meaſures of Wiſdom, which he ſhould 
Govern himſelf, as well as Rule his People by. 
And if an attendance to the {landerous accuſations 
of iPerfons, who hate Parliaments, becauſe their 
Crimes are ſuch that they have reaſon to fear 
them, govern and ſway his Royal Mind, there 
can. never want grounds for the Diſſolution - of 
any Parliaments. . But if they mean by atrempr- 
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ing great aid important Changes, that they 
would have beſfought His Majeſty , that the 
Duke might no longer have the Government in 
his hands,that his dependents ſhould no longer pre-- 
{ide in his Councils, no longer poſſeſs all the 
great Truſts and Offices in the Kingdom, that 
our Ports, our Garrifons, and our Fleets ſhould 
be no longer governed by ſuch as are at his De- 
votion, that Characters of Honour and Favour 
ſhould be no longer plac'd on Men, that the 
Wiſdom of the Nation hath judged to be Fa- 
vourers of Popery, or Penſioners of France. 
Theſe were indeed great and important Changes , 
but ſuch as it becomes Engliſh-men to believe 
were deſigned by that Parliament. Such as will 
be deſigned and preſt, for by every Parliament 
and ſuch as the People will ever pray, may at 
laſt find ſucceſs with the King. Without theſe 
Charges, the Bill of Excluſion would only pro- 
voke, not diſarm our Enemies, nay the very 
Money which we muſt have paid for it, would 
have been made uſe of to ſecure and haſten the 
Dukes return upon us. 

We are now come to the con{ideration,of that 
only fault which was peculiar to the Parliament 
at Oxford, and that was their behaviour in Re- 
lation ro the buſineſs of Firz- Harry. The De= 
claration ſays, he was impeached of High-Treaſon by 
the Commons, and they had cauſe to think his 
Treaſons to be of ſuch an extraordinary Nature, 
that they well deſerved an . Examination in 
Parliament, For Fitz Harris a known Iiſþ 
Papiſt appeard by the Informations given in the 
Houle, to be made uſe of by ſome very great 
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perſons to ſet up a counterfeit Proteſtant Con: 
ſpiracy, and thereby not only to drown the noiſe 
of the Popiſh Plot, bur to take oft the Heads of 
the moſt eminens of thoſe, who ſtill refuſed to 
bow their Knees to Baa/, There had been divers 
ſuch honeſt Contrivances before, which had un- 
luckily fail'd, bur the principal Contrivers avoided 
the Diſcovery, as the others did the puniſhment ; 
in what manner, and by what helps, the whole 
Nation is now pretty ſenlible. Being warned by 
this experience they grew more cautious than e, 
ver, and therefore that the Treaſon which they 
were to ſet on Foot, might look as unlike a Po- 
piſh Deſign as was poſhble, they fram'd a Libel 
tull of the moſt bitter InveCtives againſt Popery 
and the Duke of York, it carried as much ſcem- 
ing zeal for the Proteſtant Religion, as Coleman's De» 
claration, and as much care and concern tor our 
Laws, as the Penners of this Declaration would 
ſeem to have. But it was alſo filled with the moſt 
ſubtile inſinuations, and the ſharpeſt expreſſions 
againſt His Majeſty that could be invented, and 
with direct and paſhonate I[ncitements to Rebel- 
lion. This Paper was to be conveyed by unknown 
Meſſengers, to their hands who were to be be- 
tray*d, and then they were to be ſeized upon, and 
thoſe Libels found about them, were to be a con- 
firmation of the Truth of a Rebellion, which 
they had provided Witneſſes to {wear was de- 
{igned by the Proteſtants, and had before prepa- 
red men to believe by private Whiſpers. And 
the credit of this Plot ſhould no doubt have been 


ſoon conhrmed, by ſpeedy Juſtice done upon the 
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pretended Criminals. But as well laid as this 
Contrivance ſeems to be, yet it ſpoke it ſelf ro be 
| of a Popiſh Extraction. "Tis a Policy the Jeſaits 
have often uſed, to divert a Storm which was 
falling upon themſelves. Accordingly heretofore 
they had prepared both Papers and Witneſſes, to 
have made the Puritans guilty of the Gunpowder 
Treaſon, had it ſucceeded as rhey hoped for. 

The hainous nature of the Crime, and the 
greatneſs of the Perſons ſuppoſed to be concern'd, 
deſerved an extraordinary Examination, which a 
Juryz who were only to enquire whether Fiz 
Harris was guilty of framing that Libel, could ne- 
ver make ; and the Commons believed none bur 
the Parliament was big enough to go through 
with. "They took notice that the Zeal or Cou- 
rage of Inferiour Courts was abated, and that the 
Judges at the Trial of WWakeman and Gaſceign 
(however it came to paſs) behaved themſelves ve- 
ry unlike the fame Men they were, when others 
of the Plotters had been Tried.. They had not 
forgot another Plot of this nature diſcovered by 
Dangerfield, which though plainly proved to the 
Council, yet was quite ſtifled by the great dili- 
gence of the Kings Bench, which rendred him as 
an Incompetent Witriefs. Nor did they only 
fear the pervertion of Juſtice, but the Miſapplica- 
tion of Mercy too. For they had ſeen that the 
Mouths of Gadbury and others, as ſoon as they be- 
gan to confeſs, were ſuddainly ftopt by a Gract- 
ous Pardon. And they were more Jealous than 
ordinary in this caſe, becauſe when Fitz Harris was 


inclined to Repentance and had begun a Contef- 
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ſion, to the ſurprize of the whole Kingdom, 
without any viſible caufe, he was taken out of the 
lawful Cuſtody of the Sherifts, and. ſhut up a 
cloſe Priſoner in the Tower. T he Cemmons there- 
fore had no other way to be ſecure that the Proſe- 
cution ſhould be efteCtual, the Judgment indiffe- 


rent, and the Criminal out of all hopes of a Par- 
don (unleſs by an Ingenuous Contefſon he could 
engage both Houſes in a powerful Mediation to 
His Majeſty in his behalf ) bur, by Impeaching of 
him. They were ſure no Pardon could ſtop their 
ſuir, though the King might releaſe his own Pro- 
{ecution by his Pardon. 

Hitherto'the Proceedings of the Commons in 
this buſineſs could not be-liable to Exception, for 
that they might lawfully Impeach any Commoner 
before the Lords, was jet [never doubted. The 
Lords themſelves had agreed that point, when the 
day before they had ſent down the Plea of Sir 
William Scroggs to an Impeachment of Treaſon, 
then depending before them. And they are men 
of ſtrange Confidence, who at this time of day 
take upon them to deny a Juriſdiction of the Lords, 
which hath been practiſed in all times without 
controul, and ſuch a Fundamental of the Goe 
vernment, that there could be no ſecurity with- 
out it ; Were it otherwiſe, it would be in the pow- 
er of the King, by making Commoners Mini- 
ſters of State, to ſubvert the Government by their 
Contrivances when he pleaſed. Their greatneſs 
would keep them out of the reach of ordinary 
Courts of Juſtice, and their Treafons might nor 


perhaps be within the Statutes, but ſach as fall 
| * under 


( 444 ) 


under the Cognifance of no other Court than the 
Parliament; and if the People might not of Right 
demand Juſtice there, they might without fear of 
puniſhment, act the molt deſtructive Villanies a- 
oainſt the Kingdom. 

As a Remedy againſt this Evil, the Mirror of 

Fultice tells us, that Parliaments, were 
Cap. 1. Seft. ordained' to bear and determine all 
2. Pag. 9. Complaints of wrongful Atts, done by 

the *King, Lueen, or their Children, 
end ſuch others, againſt whom common Right cannot 
be had elſewhere. Which as to the King, is no 
otherwiſe to be underſtood, than rhat if he err by 
illegal perſonal Commands or. Orders, he is to 
be admoniſhed by Parliament; and addreſſed unto 
for Remedy, bur all others -being but Subjedts, 
are to be puniſhed by - Parliaments, according to 
the Laws of Parliaments, 

If the Ends were well conſidered, for which 
Parliaments were ordained, as they are declared 
in the Statute ; Item, for maintenance of the ſaid 
Articles and Statutes, (vi. Magna Charta, &c.) a 
Parliament ſhall 'be holden every year, by them 

as well-as by the foregoing ancient 
26.Ed.3.10. Authority, none could be deceived 
Ret. Parl: 4. . by the Parliament, Rol. of 4. Ed.2. 
Ed. 3.Nu. 6. Where it is mentioned as accorded 

between the King and his Grands 
(that is, his Lords) that Judgment of Death, gi- 
ven by the Peers againlt Sir Simon de Beresford, 
Matrever, and others, upon the Murther of King 
Edward the Second, and his Uncle, ſhould not be 
drawn into Example, whereby the Peers night 
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be charged to judge others than their Peers, con- 
trary to the Law of the Land, if ſuch a Caſe ſhould 
happen.For whereas from this Record, ſome would 
perſwade us that the Lords are diſchatged from 
judging Commoners, and that our Ancient Go- 
vernment is alter'd in this cafe by that Record, 
which they fay is an Act of Parliament. "The 
ſtile and form of it is ſo different from that which 
s uſed in Acts of Parliament, that many are in- 
clined to believe it to be no other thing, than an 
agreement between the King and the Lords. But 
to remove all future ſcruples in the caſe, let it be 
admitted to be an Act of Parliament, and if there 
be nothing accorded-in it, to acquit the Lords 
from trying Commoners Impeached before them 
by the Commons in Parliament, then we hope that 
ſhame will ſtop their Mouths, who have made 
ſuch a noiſe againſt the Commons -with this Re- 
cord. 

Firſt, It is evident from the Roll it ſelf with 
other Records, that the Lords did judge thofe 
Commoners contrary to the Law of the Land, 
that is, at the inſtance of the King, and the Pro- 
ſecution of their Enemies, without the due courſe 
of the Law ; or calling them to make their de- 
fence, and (for ought appears) without Legal 
Teſtimony. I 

Secondly, It is evident, that they were driven 
upon this Illegal Proceeding, by the Power and 
Authority of the King, and ſome Proſecutors, 
whe earneſtly prefled the Lords thereunto, upon 
pretence of ſpeedily avenging the Blood of the 
former Ring and his Uncle. So that the judg- 
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ment was given at the Kings Suit, 11 2 Way not 
warranted by the Law and Cuftom of Parliament, 
or any other Law of the Kingdom. Surely when 
the Lord's Blood was ſuffered ro cool, -they had 
reaſon to defire ſomething:might be left upon -Re- 
cord, to preſerve them for the future trom being 
put upon ſuch ſhameful work, though ſuth a caſe 
as the Murder of a King ſhould again happen, as 
it ſeerns they did not fear to be prefled ni any 0- 
ther, fo to violate the Laws. 

But Thirdly, "There is nota word in the Record, 
that imports a- reſtriction of that lawful Juriſdi- 
ction,which our Conſtirution placeth in the Lords 
totry Commoners, when therr- caſes ſhould come 
before them/lawfully, at the ſuit of 'the Commons 
by:Impeachment. Thereis nomark of an inten- 
tion to change any part of the ancient -Govern- 
ment, bur to provide againſt the violation. of it, 
and that the Law might ſtand as betore notwith- 
ſtanding the unlawful Judgment they had lately 
gryen. So that the Queſtion is {till the ſeme, whe- 
ther by the '/Law of the Land; that is, the Law 
and Cuſtom of Parliament, or anv other Lay, 
the Lords ought to try Commoners linpeached by 
the Commons in Parliamcnt, as i! that Record had 
never been. And we cannot think that any Man 
of ſence, will from that Record make an Argu- 
ment m this point, {ince it could be no beter 
than to inter, that becauſe the Lords are no more 
to be prefled by the King, or at his Suir, ro give 
Judgment againſt Commoners contrary to the 
Law of the Land, when they are not Impeached 
in Parliament, therefore they muſt giye no Jude” 

men 
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ment againſt them at the ſuit of the Commons in 
Parliament, when they are by them Impeached, 
according to the Laws and Cuſtoms of Parlia- 
ment. Butif ſuch as delight in theſe Cavils, had 
ſearched into all the Recerds rela- 

ting unto that of the 4. Edward 3. Rot. Parl. 
They might have found in the 19 Edw. 3. 
Ig of the fame King, a Writ M. 16. 
iJued out to ſuſpend the Executi- 

on of the Judgment againſt Matrevers, becauſe ir 
had been illegally pafled. And the chief reafon 
therein given, is, that he had not been Impeach- 
cd, and ſuffered to make his defence Bur it 
was never ſuggeſted nor imagined, that the Lords 
who judged him, had no Juriſdiction over him 
becauſe he was a Commoner, or ought not to have 
exerciſed it, if he had been Impeached. Nor was 
it pretended, that by Magna Charta he ought to 
have been tried only by his Peers ; the Luaw of 
the Land therein mentioned, aud the Laws and 
Cuſtoms of Parliaments, being better known, and 
more reverenced in thoſe days, than to give way 
to "ſuch a miſtake. "They might aito have 
found by another Record of the 

26 of the ſame King, that by Roz. Parl. 
undoubted Act of Parliament 25 Edw. 3. 
Matrevers was pardon'd, and the M. 25. 
Judgment is therein agreed by 

the Lords and Commons to have been illegal], 
and unjuſtly paſſed by the violent Proſecution of 
his Enemies, but it is not alledged that it was co. 
ram non judice, as if the Lords might not hav, 


Judged him, if the Proceedings betore them , _ 
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been le But as the Sence, and Proceedings of 
all Parliaments, have ever been beſt known by 
their praCtice, The Objeftors might have found 
by all the Records {ince the 4. Edw. 3. that Com- 
moners, as well as Lords ; might be, and have 
been Impeached before Lords, and judged by 
them to Capital or other Puniſhments, as appears 
undeniable to every man that hath read our Hiſto- 
ries or Recotds. And verily the concurrent ſence 
and practice of Parliaments for ſo many Ages, 
will be admitted to be a better Interpretation of 
their own Acts, than the ſenſe that theſe Men 
have lately put upon them to encreaſe our Diſor- 
ders. But to filence the moſt malicious in this 
point, let the famous At of the 25 of Ed. 3. 
be conſidered, which hath ever ſince limited all 
Inferiour Courts in their Juriſdition, unto the 
Trial of fuch 'Treafons only as are therein parti- 
cularly ſpecified, and reſerved all other 'Treafons 
to trial and judgment of Parliament, So that if 
any ſuch be committed by Commoners, they muſt 
be fo tried, or not at all. And if the laſt ſhould 
be allowed, it will follow that the ſame Fact 
which in a Peer is Treaſon, 'and puniſhable with 
Death, in a Commoner is no Crime, and ſubject 
to no puniſhment. | 

Nor doth Magna Charra confine all Trials to 
common Juries, EG it ordains that they ſhall be 
Tryed by the Judgment of Peers, or by the Law of the 
Land. And will any man ſay the Law of Par- 
liament is not the Law of the Land ? Nor arc 
theſe words in Magna Cherta ſuperfluous or infſig- 
nificant, for then there would be no Tryal before 


the 


(449) 


the Conſtable or Marſhal, where is no Jury at all. 
There could be no Tryal of a Peer of the 
Realm upon an Appeal of Mur- 

der, who according to the Law, Co. 2. Inſt. 29. 
ought in ſuch Caſes to be tryed 

by a common Jury and not by his Peers. And 
lince the Records of Parliaments are full of Im- 
peachment of Commons, and no inſtance can be 
| given of the rejection of any ſuch Impeachment, 
it 15 the Commons who have reaſon to cite Magna 
Charta upon this occaſion, which provides expreſly 
againſt the denyal of Juſtice. And indeed it looks 
like a denyal of Juſtice, when a Court that hath 
undoubted Cogniſance of a Cauſe regularly 
brought before them, ſhall refuſe to hear it. But 
moſt eſpecially, when ( as in this caſe ) the Pro- 
ſecutors could not be fo in any other Court, fo 
as a final ſtop was put to their ſuit, though the 
Lords could not judicially know, whether any 
body elſe would proſecute elſe-where. 

This proceeding of the Lords looks the more 
odly, becauſe they rejected the Cauſe, beforethey 
knew as Judges what it was, and referred it to the 
ordinary Courſe of Law, without ſtaying to hear, 
whether it were a matter whereof an inferior 
Court could take Cognifance. "There are Treas 
ſons which can only be adjudged in Parliament, 
and if we may collect the ſenſe of the Houſe of 
Commons from their debates, they thought there 
was 2 mixture of thoſe kind of Treaſfons in Firz- 
Harris's Caſe. And therefore there was little rca- 
ſon for that ſevere fuggeſtion, that the Impeach- 


ment was only deſigned to delay a Tryal, {ince a com 
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pleat examination of his Crime could be had no 
where but in Parliament. Bur it ſeems ſomewhat 
ſtrange, that the delaymg of a Tryal, and that a- 
gaimſt a profeſſed Papiſt charged with Treaſon, ſhould 
be a Matter ſo extremely ſenſible : For might it not 
be well retorted by the People, that it had been 
long a matter e xtreamly ſenſible to them, that ſo ma- 
ny Prorogations, ſo many Diflolutions, ſo many 
other Arts had been uſed to delay the Trials, 
which His Majeſty had often deſired,and the Parlt- 
arent prepared for again{t five proteſied PopiſhLords 
charged with Treaſons of an extraordmary nature. But 
above all, that it was a matter extreamly ſenſible 
to the whole Kingdom, to ſee ſuch Un-Parlia- 
mentary and mean Solicitations, uſed to. promote 
this pretended Rejection of the Commons Accu- 
ſation, as are not fit to be remembred. *Tis 
there that the delay of the Tryal is to be laid; for had 
the impeachment beer; proceeded upon, and rhe 
Parliament ſuffered to Sit, Fitz- Harris had been 
long lince executed, or deſerved Mercy by a full 
Diſcovery of the ſecret Authors of theſe malicious 
deſigns againſt the King and People. For though 
the Declaration lays a Tryal was aired, yer WC 
are ſure nothing was done in order to it, till a- 
bove a month after the Diffolution. And it hath 
{ince raiſed ſuch queſtions, as we may venture to 
lay, were never talk't of before in Weſtmiſter 
Hall. Queſtions which touch the judicature of 
the Lords, and the Priviledges of the Commons 
in ſuch a degree, that they will never be determi- 
ned by the decyion of any .inferior Court, but 
will afluredly at one time or other have a farther 
Examination, We 


(451) 


We have ſeen now that the Commons did it not 
without ſome ground, when they Vored the Refit- 
ſal of the Lords to proceed upon an Impeachment, to be 
4 denial of Fuſtice, and a violation of the Conſtstution of 
Parliaments ;, and the ſecond Vote was but an ap- 
plication of this Opinion tothe preſent caſe. "The 
third Vote made upon that accalion, was 10 more 
than what the King himſelf had allowed, and all 
the Judges of England had agreed to be Law, in 
the caſe of the five impeached Lords, who were 
only generally impeached, and the Parliament 
Diffolved, before any Articles were ſent up againſt 
them. Yet they had been firſt indicted in an in- 
terior Court, and Preparations made for their 
Tryal, but the Judges thought at that time, that 
a proſecution of all the Commons was enough ro 
ſtop all proſecutions of an inferior Nature. The 
Commons had not Impeached Fitz-Harris, but that 
they judged his cafe required fo publick an Exa- 
minatioy, and for any other Court to go about 
to try and condemn him, tho it ſhould be granted 
to be of another Crime, is as far as in them lies 
to ſtifle that Examination. 

By this time every man will begin to queſtion, 
whether the Lords did themſelves, or the Commons 
Right, in the refuſing to countenance ſuch a proce. ding. 
But one cf the Pen-men of this Declaration has cone 
himſelf and the Nation Right, and has diſcovered 
himſelf by uſing his ordinary phraſe upon this oc- 
calion. "The Perſon is well known without nam- 
ing him, who always tells men they have done 
themſelves no Right, when he is reſolved to do 
them none. As for the Commons, nothing was 
Gg 2 carried 
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carried on to extremity by them, nothing done but 
what was Parliamentary ? They could notdeſire a 
conference, tilt they had firſt ſtated their own 
caſe, and afferted by Votes the matter which they 
were to maintain at a conference. And fo far were 
thoſe Votes from putting the 'T'wo Houſes beyond a 
Poſſibility of Reconciliation,that they were made 1p or- 
der to it, and there was no other way to attain 
it. And fo far was the Houſe of Commons from 
thinking themſelves to be out of a capacity of 
cranſafting with the Lords any farther, that they 
were preparing to ſend a Meſſage for a conference 
to accommodate this difference, at the very In- 
ſtant that the Black Rod called them to their Diſ- 
ſolution. If every difference in Opinion or Vote, 
ſhould be faid to put the two Houſes out of capa- 
city of tranſatting buſineſs together, every Parliament 
almoſt muſt be diſfolved as ſoon as called. How- 
ever our Miniſters might know well enough, that 
there was no poſſibility of Reconciling the Two Houſes, 
becauſe they had before reſolved to pur them our of 
a capacity of tranſating together by a ſuddain Diſſolu- 
zion, But that very thing juſtifies the Commons 
to the word, who cannot bur perceive that there 
was ſolemn and good ground for them to defire 
an inquiry into Fitz Harries Treaſon, ſince they 
who imfluence our Afﬀairs were ſo ſtartled art it, 
that in order to prevent it, they firſt promoted 
this difference between rhe two Houſes, and then 
broke the Parliament left it would be compoſed. 
There is another thing which muſt not be paſt 
over without obſervation, that the Miniſters in this 
Paper take upon them to decide this great diſpute 
between. 


(453) 


between the two Houſes, and to give judgment 
on the {ide of the Lords. We may well demand 
what Perſon is by our Law Conſtituted a Judge of 
their Priviledges, or hath authority to cenſure che 
Votes of one Houſe,made with reference to mat- 
ters wherein they were conteſting with the other 
Houſe, as the greateſt violation of the Conſt:tution of 
Parliaments. They ought certamly to have ex- 
cepted the power which is here aſſumed of giving 
ſuch a judgment, and publiſhing ſuch a Charge, 
as being not only the higheſt violation of the Con- 
ftitution, but directly tending tothe deſtruQion of 
IC. 

This was the Caſe, and a few days continuance 
being like to produce a good underſtanding between the 
Two Houſes, to the advancing all thoſe great and 
publick, ends, for which the Nation hop'd they 
were called, the Miniſters found zz neceſſary to put 
an end to that Parliament likewiſe. 

We hive followed the Writers of the Declara- 
tion through the ſeveral parrs of it, wherein the 
Houſe of Commons are Reproached with many 
particular Miſcarriages, and now they come to 
ſpeak more at large, and to give caution againſt 
two forts of ill Men. One fortthey ſay, are men 
fond of their old beloved Common-wealth Principles , 
and others are angry at being diſappointed in deſions they 
bad for accompliſhing their own Ambitzon and Great- 
neſs. dvurely it they know any ſuch Perſons, the 
only way to have prevented the miſchicfs which 
they pretend to fear from them, had been to have 
diſcovered them, and ſuffered the Parliament to 
ot to provide again(t the evils they would bring 
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upon the Nation, by proſecuting of them. But 


if they mean by theſe lovers of Common-wealth 
Principles, men paſſionately devoted to the Publick 
good, and to the common ſervice of their Coun- 
try, who believe that Kings were inſtituted for 
th? good of the People, and Government ordained 
for the ſake of thoſe that are to be governed, and 
therefore complain or grieve when it is uſed to 
contrary ends, every Wiſe and Honeſt man will 
be proud to be ranked in that number. And if 
Cemmon-wealth {1gnifies the Common Good , in 
which ſence it hath in all Ages been uſed by all 
good Authors, and which Bodin puts upon it, 
when he {peaks of the Government of France 
which he calls a Republick, no good man will be 
aſham'd of ir. Our own Authors, The Mzrror of 
Juſtice, Bratton, Fleta, Ferteſcue, and others in for- 
mer times. And of latter years, Sir Thomas Smith, 
Secretary of State in the Reign of Queen El:za- 
beth, in his Diſcourſes of the Commonqyyealth of 
Enzland, Sir Francis Bacon, Cook and others, take it 
in the ſame ſence. And not 'only divers of our 
Statutes uſe the Word, but even King Fames in 
his firſt Speech unto the Parliament, acknowledg- 
eth himſelf to be the Servant of the Common-wealth, 
and King CharlesI. both before and in the time 
of the War, never expref{eth himſelf otherwiſe. 
To be fond therefore of ſuch Common Primoiples, 
becomes every Engliſhman ; and the whole King- 
dom did hope, and were afterwards glad to find, 
they had ſent ſach men to Pailiament. If the 
Declaration would intimate, that there had been 
any defizn of ſetting up A Democratical Govern- 
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ment, in oppoſition to our legal Monarchy, it is 2 
calumny juſt of a piece with the other things 
which the penners of this Declaration have vented, 
in order to the laying upon others the blame of a 
deſign to overthrow the Government, which only 
belongs unto themſelves. 

It is ſtrange how this MH/rd, ſhould ſo change 
its fignification, with us in the ſpace of twenty 
years. All Monarchies in the World, that are nor 
purely Barbarous and T'yrannical, have ever been 
called Commonwealths. Rome it ſelf altered not thar 
name, when 1: fell under the Sword of the Ceſars. 
The proudeſt and cruelleſt of Emperors diſdained 
it not. And in our days, it doth not only belong 
to Venice, Genona, Swetzerland, and the United Pro- 
vinces of the Netherlands, but ro Germany, Spain, 
France, Sweden, Poland, and all the Kingdoms of 
Europe. May it not therefore be apprehended 
that our preſent Miniſters, who have ſo much de- 
cryed this rd fo weil known to our Laws, fo 
often uſed by our beſt Writers, and by all our 
Kings until this day, are Enemies to the thing ? 
And thar they who make it a brand of Infamy 
to be of Commentzealth Principles, that 1s, devoted 
to the good of the People, do intend no other than 
the hurt and miſchief of that People ? Can they 
in plainer terms declare their fondneſs of their be- 
loved Arbitrary Power, and their deſign to ſet it 
up, by ſubverting our Ancient Legal Monarchy 
inſtituted for the benefit of the Commonwealth, 
than by thus caſting reproach upon thoſe who en- 
deavour to uphold i. 
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Let the Nation then to whom the Appeal is 
made, judge who are the men that endeavour-to 
Poiſon the People, and who they are who are 
guilty of deſigning innovations. Braon tells us, 
that poreftas Regis 1s poteſtas Legzs : It is from the 
Law that he hath nis Power, it 1s by the Law 
that he is King, and for the good of the people 
by whoſe conſent it is made. "The Liberty and 
welfare of a great Nation, was of too much im- 
portance to be ſuffered ro depend upon the will of 
one Man. The beſt and wiſelt might be tran- 
ſported by an exceſs of Power truſted with them, 
and the experiefice of all times ſhoweth, thar 
Princes as men are ſubject ro Errors, and might 
be miſled. Therefore ( as far as mans Wit could 
foreſee ) our Conſtitution hath provided by An- 
nual Parliaments, 26. Ed. 2. cap. 10. that the 
Commonwealth might receive no hurt ; and it1s 
the Parliament, that mult from time to time cor- 
ret the miſchiefs which daily creep in upon us. 
Let us then no longer wonder, when we fee ſuch 
frequent Prorogations and Ditlojutions of Parlia- 
ments ; nor ſtand amazed at this laſt unparalell'd 
effort of the Miniſters by this Declaration to render 
two Parliaments odious unto the People. I hey well 
know that Parliaments were ordain'd to prevent 
ſuch miſchicfs as they deſign'd, and it they were 
ſuffered ro purſue rhe ends of their inſtitution, 
would endeavour to preſerve all things in their due 
order. To unite the King unto his People, and 
the Hearts of the People unto the King : To 
keep the Regal Authority within the bounds of 
Law, and perſwade His Majeſty to direct it on 
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the publick Good which the Law intends. Bur 
as this is repugnant to the Introdution of Arbi- 
trary Power and Popery, they who delight in 
both, cannot but hate it, and chuſe rather to 
bring matters into ſuch a State as may ſuit with 
their private [ntereſts, than ſuffer it ro continue in 
its right Channel. They love to fiſh in troubled 
Waters, and they find all Diſorders profitable un- 
to themſelves. "They can flatter the Humor of a 
miſguided Prince, and encreafe their Fortunes b 

the Exceſles of a waſtful Prodigal. The Phren- 


ſie of an imperious Woman is eaſily rendred pro- 


pitious unto them, and they cafi turn the Zeal of 
a violent Bigot to their Advantage. The Trea- 
cheries of falſe Allies agree with their own Cor- 
ruptions, and as they fear nothing ſ5 much as 
that the King ſhould return unto his People, 
and keep all things -quiet, they almoſt ever ren- 
der themſelves ſubſervient ro ſuch as would diſturb 
them. And if theſe two laſt Parliaments, ac- 
cording to their Duty, and the Truſt repoſed in 
them, have more ſteadily than any other before 
them, perſiſted in the pious and juſt Endeavors 
of caling the Nation of any of irs Grievances, 
the Authors of the Declaration found ir was their 
beſt Courſe, by falſe Colours put upon things, 
and ſubtle Miſ-repreſentations of their Actings to 
delude the People into an Abhorrence of their 
own Repreſentatives, but with what Candor and 
Ingenuity they have attempted it, is already ſuffi» 
ciently made known. And it we look about us, 
we ſhall find thoſe who deſign a Change, on ei- 
ther hand fomenting a Miſ-underſtanding between 
the 
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the King, his Parliament and People, whilſt 
Perſons who love the legal Monarchy, both out 
of Choice and Conſcience, are they who defre 
the frequent and ſuccesful Meetings of the great 
Council of the Nation. 

As for the other ſort of peeviſh Men, of 
whom the Declaration gives us warning, who are 
angry at the Diſappointment of their ambitious Deſigns ; 
if theſe words are intended to reflect on thoſe 
Men of Honour and Conſcience, who being 
qualified for the higheſt Employments of State, 
have either left, or refuſed, or been removed 
from them, becauſe they would not accept or re- 
tain them at the price of ſelling their Country, 
and enflaving Poſterity : And who are content to 
ſacrifice their Safety as well as their Intereſt for 
the Publick, and expoſe themſelves to the Ma- 
lice of the Men in power, and to the daily Plots, 
Perjuries and Subornatians of the Papiſts. I fay, 
if theſe be the ambitious Men ſpoken oft, the peo- 
ple will have conſideration for what they fay, 
and therefore it will be Wiſdom to give ſuch Men 
as theſe no occaſion to fay, that they intend to 
lay afide the uſe of Parliaments. 

In good earneſt, the Behaviour of the Mi- 
niſters of late, gives but too uſt occaſion to ſay, 
that the uſe of Par/; aments is already laid aſide. For 
though his Majeſty has owned in ſo many of his 
Speeches and Declarations, the great danger of 
the Kingdom, and the neceſlity of the Aid and 
Countel of Parliaments, he hath nevertheleſs been 
prevailed upon to diflolve four in the ſpace of 


twenty fix months, without making proviſion by 
their 
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their Advice ſuirable to our Dangers or Wants, 
Nor can we hope the Court will ever love any 
Parliament better than the firſt of thoſe four, 
wherein they had fo dearly purchaſed ſuch a num- 
ber of faſt Friends; Men, who having firlt fo!d 
themſelves, would not ſtick to fell any thing af- 
ter. And we may well ſuſpect they mean very 
ill at Court, when their Deſigns ſhockt ſuch a 
Parliament. For that vecy Favorite Parliament 
no ſooner began tn good earneſt to examine what 
had been done, ind what was doing, but they 
were {cnt away in. haſte and in a Fright, though 
the Miniſters know they loſt thereby a conſtant 
Revenue of extraordinary Supplies. And are 
the Miniſters at preſent more innocent than at 
- that time : "The fame Intereft hath the Aſcen- 
dant at Court ſtill, and they have heightned the 
Reſentments of the Nation, by repeating Af- 
fronts ; and can we believe them, that they dare 
ſuffer a Parliament now to ſit ? 

But we have gained at leaſt this one point by 
the Declaratioa, that it is owned to us, that 
Parliaments are the beſt Method for healing the Di 
ſtempers of the Kingdom, and the only means to pre- 
ſerve the Monarchy in credit both at home and abroad. 
Own'd by theſe very Men, who have fo malici- 
ouſly rendred many former Parliaments ineftCtual, 
and by this Declaration have done their utmoſt ro 
make thoſe which are to come as fruitlels, and 
thereby have confeſſed that they have no concern 
for healing the Diſtempers of the Kingdom, and pre - 
ſerving the Credit of the Monarchy ; which is in ef- 
tet to acknowledge themſelves to be what the 
Com- 
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Commons called them, Enemies to the King and 
Kingdom. Nothing can be more true, than that 
the Kingdom can never recover its Strength and 
Reputation abroad, or its ancient Peace and Settle- 
ment at home, his Majefty can never be relieved 
from his Fears and his domeſtick Wants, nor ſe- 
cure from the Afronts which he daily ſuffers 
from abroad, till he reſolves not only to call Par- 
liaments, but to hearken to them when they are 
called. For without that, it is not a Declarati- 
on, it is not repeated promiſes, nay, it is not the 
frequent calling of Parliaments which will con- 
vince the World, that the uſe of them is not in- 
tended to be laid aſide. 

However we rejoyce, that his Majeſty ſeems 
reſolved to have frequent Parliaments, and hope he 
will be juſt ro himſelf and us, by continuing 
conſtant to this Reſolution. Yet we cannot but 
doubt in ſome degree, when we remember the 
Speech made 26. Fan. 1679. to both Houſes, 
wherein he told them, that he was Unalterably of 
an Opinion, that long Intervals of Parliaments were 
abſolutely neceſſary , for compoſing and quieting the 
Minds of the People. Therefore, which ought we ra» 
ther to believe, the Speech or the Declaration, or | 
which is likely to laſt longeſt ; a Reſolution of an 
znalterable Opinion, 1s a matter too nice for any 
but Court Criticks to decide. The effeftual 
performance of the laſt part of the promiſe, will 
give us aſſurance of the firſt, When we ſee the 
real fruits of theſe urmoſ# Endeavours to extirpate Po- 
pery out of Parliament ; when we ſee the Duke of 
ork no longer firſt Miniſter, or rather —_— 
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of theſe Kingdoms, and his Creatures no longer. 
to have the whole Direction of Aﬀairs ; when we 
ſee that Love to our Religion and Laws is no 
longer a Crime at Court; no longer a certain 
Fore-runner of being diſgrac'd and removed from 
all Offices and Employments in their power, when 
the Word Loyal (which is faithful to the Law) 
ſhall be reſtored to its old meaning, and no lon- 
ger {ignihe one who is for ſubverting the Laws ; 
when we ſee the CommiſhonsflPd with hearty 
Proteſtants, and the Laws executed in good ear- 
neſt againſt the Papiſts, the Diſcoverers of the 
Plot countenanced, or at leaſt heard, and ſuffered 
to give their Evidence, the Courts of Juſtice 
ſteady, and not avowing a Juriſdiction one day, 
which they diſown the next; no more Grand 
Juries diſcharged, leaſt they ſhould hear Witneſ- 
ſes, nor Witneſſes hurried away, leaſt they 
ſhould inform Grand Juries; when we ſee no 
more Inſtruments from Court labouring to raiſe 
Jealouſies of Proteſtants at home, and ſome re- 
gard had to Proteſtants abroad ; when we obſerve 
ſomewhat elſe to be meant by Governing according 
_ to Law, then barely to put in Execution againlt 
Diſſenters, the Laws made againſt Papiſts ; then 
we ſhall promiſe our ſelves not only frequent Par- 
liaments, but all the blefled effects of purſuing 
Parliamentary Counſels, the Extirpation of Popery, 
the Redreſs of Grievances, the Flouriſhing of Laws, 
and the perfect Reſtoring the Monarchy to the Credit 
which it ought to have, (but which che Authors of 
the Declaration confeſs it wants) both at Home and 
Abroad. There needs no time #0 open the Eyes of 
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his Majeſties good Subjetts, and their Hearts are ready 
prepared to meet him in Parliament, mm order to perfet 
all the good Settlement and Peace, wanting in Church 
and State. 

But whilſt there are ſo many little Emiſlaries 
imployed to ſow and encreaſe Diviſions in the Na- 
tion, as if the Miniſters had a mind to make his 
Majeſty the Head of a Faction, and joyn him- 
ſelf ro one Party in the Kingdom, who has a 
juſt righr of Governing all (which Thuanus {5b.28. 
fays, was the notorious folly, and occaſioned rhe 
Deſtruction of his Great Grandmother Mary 
Queen of Sc:zs) whilſt we {ce the fame Differen- 
ces promoted induitriouſly by rhe Court, whick 
gave the riſe and \progreſs to the late troubles, and 
which were once thought fit tro be buried in an 
Att of Oblivion. Whilſt we ſe& the Popih inte- 
reſt ſo plainly Countenanced, which was then 
done with Caution ; when every pretence of Pre- 
ropative is ſtrained ro the utmoſt height, when 
Parliaments are uſed with Contempt and Indig- 
nity, and their Judicature, and all their higheſt 
Priviledges brought in Queſtion in  Inferiour 
Courts, we have but too good cauſe to believe, 
that though every Loyal and Good Man does, yer 
the Miniſters and Favourites, do bur little conſider 
the Riſe and Progreſs of the late Troubles, and have 
little deſire or care to preſerve their Country from a Re- 
lapſe. And who as they never yet ſhewed regard 
to Religion, Liberty, or Property, {o they would be 
little concern'd to ſee the Monarchy ſhaken off, it 
they might eſcape the Vengeance of Publick Ju- 
ſtice, due to them for fo long a Courſe of Per- 
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nicious'Counſels, and for Crowning all the reſt of 
their Faults by thus reflecting upon that High 
Court, before which we do not doybr but we 
ſhall ſee them one day brought to Judgment. 
Thus have we with an Engi plainneſs, ex- 
prefled our thoughts of the late Parliament and 
their Proceedings, as well as of the Court in Re- 
lation to them, and hope this Freedom will of- 
fend no Man. 'The Miniſters, who may be con- 
cern'd through their appealing unto the People; 
cannot in Juſtice deny unto any one of them the 
Liberty of weighing the Reaſons which they 
have thought fit to publiſh in Vindication of their 
Actions. Bur if ir ſhould prove otherwiſe, and 
theſe few Sheets be thought as weak and full of 
Errors, as thoſe we endeavour to confute, or be 
held injurious unto them, we deſire only to know 
in what we tranſgreſfs, and that the Preſs may be 
open for our Juſtihcation ; Let the People to whom 
the Appeal is made judge then between them and 
us; and let Reaſon and the Law be the Rules, 
according unto which the Controverlie may be 
decided. But if by denying this, they ſhall like 
Beaſts recur to force ; they will thereby acknow- 
ledge that they want the Arms which belong to 
rational Creatures. Whereas if the Liberty af 
Anſwering be left us, we will give up the Cauſe, 
and confeſs, that both Reaſon and Law are want- 
ing unto us, if we do not in our Reply fatishe all 
Reaſonable and Impartial Men that nothing is 
ſaid by us, but whar is juſt, and neceſlary to pre- 
ſerve the Intereſts of the King and his People. 
Nor can there be any thing more to the honour of 
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his Majeſty ; than to-give the Nations round a2 
bout us to underſtand, that the King of England, 
doth neithgr' Reign over a Baſe, Servile People, 
who hearing themſelves Arraign'd, and Condem- 
ned, dare not ſpeak in their own Defence and 
Vindication; nor over fo filly, fooliſh, and weak 
a People, as that 1l] defwned, and worſe ſuppor- 


ted Paper might occaſion the World to think, 
but that there are ſome Perſons in his Dominions, 
not only of true Engliſh Courage, but of greater 
Intelletuals as well as better Morals, than the 
Adviſers unto, and Penners of the Declaration 
have manifeſted themſelves to be. 


